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beyondblue applauds NSW Government’s suicide support boost 

The NSW Government’s decision to commit $750,000 towards extending an innovative suicide support 
service has been welcomed by beyondblue. 

More than 600 referrals have been made to beyondblue’s The Way Back Support Service (NSW) – which is 
funded by donations to The Movember Foundation and beyondblue – since April 2016 when it was 
launched in the Newcastle region.  

The pilot program, designed by beyondblue and delivered by Newcastle consortium* led by Hunter Primary 
Care, supports people and their families after a suicide attempt, following their discharge from hospital.  

beyondblue CEO Georgie Harman commended the NSW Government for committing another $750,000 
towards the program, which will help Hunter Primary Care to continue running it after the pilot phase. 

“Put simply, this funding boost from the NSW Government will save lives. Not only that, it’s a strong vote of 
confidence in the service itself,” Ms Harman said. 

“We know that the first three months following a suicide attempt are a particularly high risk period for 
those who reattempt suicide and without the right support, five to ten percent of these people will go on to 
die by suicide. 

“We also know that more than half of people discharged from hospital after an attempt do not get any 
further support and this is the unacceptable gap that The Way Back fills.” 

More than 3000 Australians took their own lives in 2015. Movember executive director of programs Paul 
Villanti said the program was changing lives for the better. 

“As a catalytic funder of innovative men's health projects, it is part of the Movember Foundation's mission 
to get behind bold new approaches. The Way Back Support Service has played a dramatic role in increasing 
support to people experiencing a suicide attempt and it is making an incredible difference,” Mr Villanti said. 

“We are delighted that the NSW Government has chosen to provide funding to this pilot project, allowing 
the service to continue bringing its life-changing support to even more people,” he said. 

The Way Back Support Service takes referrals from Newcastle’s Calvary Mater Hospital and helps people in 
practical ways to recover and reconnect with life.   

The service is receiving more than 50 referrals per month. 

A mid-program review at the end of 2016 found that: 

 Of those who were referred, 85 percent engaged with the service, exceeding the 80 percent target, 

 100 percent of people felt well supported by the service, and 

 100 percent of people said the program was useful to the community. 

The pilot program will be subjected to three rigorous evaluations, in line with beyondblue’s evidence-based 
approach. 

The Hunter Institute will conduct a qualitative analysis, Calvary Mater Hospital will examine the program’s 
effectiveness and Deakin University will apply specialised economic modelling aimed at assessing how the 
program is saving lives -- and public money. 

http://www.beyondblue.org.au/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*The Way Back Support Service Newcastle consortium is led by Hunter Primary Care and includes Calvary 
Mater Newcastle, Hunter New England Mental Health Services, Hunter Institute of Mental Health and 
Relationships Australia NSW. 


