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Changing the world one heart at a time 

People with and without  
intellectual disability 
creating community 

together 
 

Established since 1978 

Our identity and mission 
L’Arche is based on a fundamental belief in the  

dignity of every person.  Whatever our gifts or  

limitations, we are all bound together in a common 

humanity. We believe that everyone is of unique 

and sacred value, and everyone has the same  

dignity and the same rights. 

Our identity 
 We are people with and without intellectual 

disabilities, sharing life in Community,  

belonging to an International Federation. 

 Mutual relationships and trust in God are at 

the heart of our journey together. 

 We celebrate the unique value of every person 

and recognise our need of one another. 

Our mission 
 to make known the gifts of people with  

intellectual disabilities, revealed through  

mutually transforming relationships. 

 to foster an environment in Community that 

responds to the changing needs of our  

members, whilst being faithful to the core  

values of our founding story 

 to engage in our diverse cultures, working  

together toward a more human society 
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 becoming a friend, by visiting the community 
and getting to know us  

 becoming a  Volunteer Live-In Assistant,  to 
share daily life with people with a disability 

 becoming a Live-Out Assistant  

 becoming a volunteer by offering practical 
skills such as maintenance, gardening, help 
with transport, meals or outings 

 becoming a host family to “billet” our Live-In 
Assistants for their days away each week 

 coming along to our regular gatherings 

 donating money or becoming a sponsor to 
help provide resources to enhance the lives of 
people with a disability 

 helping with fund-raising  

L’Arche International and L’Arche Australia 

Founded in France in 1964 by Jean Vanier, L’Arche 

is a world-wide federation of 149 communities in 

38 countries (as at May 2016). 

In Australia, L’Arche communities are in Canberra, 

Sydney, Hobart, Brisbane, Melbourne, with groups 

forming in Newcastle, Adelaide, Perth & Bendigo. 

L’Arche Genesaret  was founded in 1978 as the 

first L’Arche community in Australia. We are a 

faith community in the Christian tradition,  

respecting and welcoming people of all faiths  

and different beliefs. 

L’Arche Genesaret offers: 

 friendship and regular gatherings  

 L’Arche celebrations and spiritual retreats 

 supported accommodation through a 

model of intentional community 

 community inclusion 

Our community is supported by Volunteer Live-

In Assistants, Live-Out Assistants, Community  

Members, volunteers, friends, families and a 

Board of Directors. 

How can I get involved? 

Community means sharing life together, in a spirit of 

mutuality and shared purpose. 

Community means eating together, celebrating,  

sharing the activities of daily life. 

Community means making decisions together as 

well as respecting individual choices and autonomy. 

Community means supporting each other in our  

sorrows and joys. 

Community means actively contributing to the wider 

community around us. 

L’Arche is a community 
L’Arche is a French word meaning “the Ark”.  

Together we build communities where people 

with and without disabilities experience a place 

of belonging and welcome. 

L’Arche communities are a sign of hope, that 

together we can “change the world one heart at 

a time”. Each person is 

encouraged to  

discover and share 

their unique gifts and 

grow in love, self-

giving and wholeness. 

L’Arche is a place of life  


