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Productivity Loan changes - up to $2 million now available

Go Paperless
If you would prefer to receive this 
newsletter by email, or want to 
sign up for regular updates on our 
programs and events, please contact 
us on Freecall 1800 623 946 or email 
contact_us@qraa.qld.gov.au.

From 7 October 2016, First Start Loans 
of up to $2 million and Sustainability 

Loans of up to $1.3 million are available. 

These eagerly-awaited changes will 
allow QRAA to assist even more 
producers and offer further benefits to 
existing clients.

For those looking to expand, improve 
or diversify, the maximum loan amount 
for Sustainability Loans has doubled to 
$1.3 million.

The First Start Loans of up to $2 million 
will help aspiring producers to purchase 
or buy into their first enterprise and 
assist rural succession for farming 
families. 

This significant increase is also expected 
to open doors for producers to purchase 
bigger properties and invest in larger 
projects.  

QRAA Chief Executive Officer, Cameron 
MacMillan, is thrilled.

“We look forward to helping our clients 
take their operations to the next level,” 
he said.

“Producers have been excited for 
these increases since they were first 
announced in the Queensland State 
Budget earlier this year, but they are not 
the only exciting changes to the loans.” 

Previously, Sustainability Loans had a 
loan limit of $200,000 for stock and 
machinery purchases. This limit is no 
longer in effect, allowing producers to 
make crucial investments for growth 
and productivity.

Additionally, the interest-only period 
for repayments on both loans has 
been extended from two years to up 

 We look forward to 
helping our clients  

take their operations  
to the next level

Eagerly awaited changes to our First Start and Sustainability Loans are now in effect

First Start $2 million

Sustainability $1.3 million

New Loan Amounts
to five years. This option is tailored 
to individual requirements and 
cashflows, but provides peace of mind 
in the knowledge that payments can be 
reduced in times of financial need.

It can also help reduce financial pressure 
in the early stages for producers of tree 
crops, who have a long wait before their 
first commercial harvest.

For more details Freecall 1800 623 946 
or visit www.qraa.qld.gov.au
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to support further lending under 
their Drought and Drought Recovery 
Concessional Loans.  

Producers can access up to $1 million 
under each scheme and with interest 
rates as low as 2.66 per cent, these 
loans offer a real boost to producers 
doing it tough in the regions.

Restructuring debt helped farm 
businesses stay on their feet during 
the drought, but with conditions now 
improving, producers are getting a 
new injection of funds to support 
restocking and replanting – generating 
much needed revenue. The resilience 
of producers through this drought has 
been inspiring, but with these loans 
schemes set to close 31 October, now 
is the time to talk to QRAA.  

I’ve been lucky to have travelled 
extensively around the state in recent 
months. I always value my time spent ‘on 
the ground’ with clients, hearing  your 
stories and answering any questions. 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  B u d g e t 
announcements, one common question 
that has been asked is “when will 

October marks the start of something 
new at QRAA. 

Improvements  to our Productivity Loans 
have now come into effect. Being able to 
offer loans of up to $2 million will help 
our next generation of farmers achieve 
their dreams sooner and support our 
farming families plan for the future. Put 
simply, we can  now do more and help 
more Queensland producers.  

The good news does not stop there – the 
Australian Government has provided 
QRAA with an additional  $15 mill ion 

QRAA news
From the CEO’s desk

QRAA CEO, Cameron MacMillan

It’s now even easier to join our online 
community - QRAA is on Facebook! 

 
‘Like’ our page to keep up to date with 
the latest services, news, events and 
more, and don’t hesitate to contact us 
if there’s a photo or story you’d like 
to share.

You can find us on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/QRAAmedia

Burnett) have been benchmarked 
against 157 standards,” said AgForce 
Grazing BMP Industry Coordinator Corrie 
Grimmett.

“As sustainably produced food becomes 
a mainstream consumer expectation, 
the Grazing BMP program has become 
a valuable way of demonstrating how 
graziers are addressing consumer 
demands, while continuing to protect 
the environment.

“Grazing BMP provides best practice 
guidelines, outlined in the program’s 
five modules, to help graziers improve 
their farm practices and demonstrate 
sustainable and ethical beef production.

“This is why it is great to see our 50th 
cattle business become accredited 
across all five modules: soil health, 
animal health and welfare, animal 
production, grazing land management 
and people and business.”

Becoming accredited is a simple 
process for producers, contact AgForce 

More and more graziers are setting 
their sights on sustainability by 

becoming accredited in the Grazing Best 
Management Practices (BMP) program.

The program which helps graziers 
improve their long term productivity, 
profitability and sustainability has 
recently welcomed Megan and Terry 
Dunne from Central Queensland as 
its 50th cattle business to become 
accredited in Grazing BMP since its 
inception.

Megan Dunne said “the program 
highlighted areas within the business 
where improvements could be made. 
We have been able to change some 
management practices since completing 
the BMP modules and have now 
improved our own practices to become 
‘at’ or ‘above’ industry standard.”

“An area of over 20 million hectares 
across Queensland is involved in 
the Grazing BMP program and more 
than 37% of grazing area in the reef 
catchments (Fitzroy, Burdekin and 

Best Management Practices driving 
sustainability in the cattle industry

Queensland on 07 3236 3100 to find 
out how.

The program was developed by Fitzroy 
Basin Association (FBA), AgForce 
Queensland and the Queensland 
Depar tment of  Agr icul ture  and 
Fisheries (QDAF) along with a producer 
reference group, and is supported by 
the Department of Environment and 
Heritage Protection (DEHP).

Graziers studying soil types at  
a recent Grazing BMP Workshop

Article provided by AgForce

the post farm gate loans become 
available?”  The good news is, there 
is no need to wait - existing producers 
can use our Sustainability Loans to 
invest in on-farm processing and value-
adding infrastructure right now.

So if you have questions of your own, 
please contact us and don’t forget 
that we have a network of eight Client 
Liaison Officers across Queensland 
who can meet with you on-farm to get 
the application process started.

Like us on 
Facebook
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QRAA news Productivity Loans
Providing a helping hand to rural Queensland

Schedule QRAA loan repayments with  BPAY
easier for you to find your loan 
account number  and BPAY 
reference.  

Many of our clients have already made 
the switch to BPAY to ensure their 
payments are received safely and may 
be saving interest along the way.  

If you have any questions about 
making the switch to BPAY, contact 
your dedicated Account Manager on 
Freecall 1800 623 946.

Did you know that you can set up 
BPAY schedules to help you make 

loan repayments to QRAA?

If you are worried about recent changes 
to Australia Post’s delivery times, or 
want to avoid the hassle of writing 
cheques – then BPAY will ensure your 
repayments reach QRAA on time. 

We are committed to making your 
experience with us as simple as 
possible, so we have updated our 
installment notices and made it even

Account Number: This is unique to 
each loan.  By using your account 
number in all payment transactions, 
we can ensure that repayments are 
allocated promptly to the correct 
account.

Client Number: This is unique to you.  
The Client number is the best place to 
start for general or new loan enquiries 
with QRAA.

Which number should I use?

1 year fixed 3.24%

3 years fixed 3.11%

5 years fixed 3.22%

Interest rates  
(Productivity Loans)

Current for loans drawn down from 1 July 2016 
and subject to change 1 January 2017.  

QRAA is a proud administrator of low 
interest loans. Working alongside 

farmers, QRAA’s speciality is providing 
a personalised regional service, helping 
farmers in rural Queensland achieve 
their full potential in agriculture. 

Rodney Johannesen knows first-hand 
how QRAA can make a difference to a 
farmer’s life.  

A fourth generation farmer, Rodney 
spent 24 years in the carpet cleaning 
industry – but always knew farming was 
in his blood.

“I’m a born and bred farmer.  While 
running a carpet cleaning business I 
always called myself a frustrated farmer, 
because I was a farmer without a farm,” 
Rodney said. 

Receiving a low interest Productivity 
Loan from QRAA in 2009 changed 
everything.  The funds allowed Rodney 

to purchase property in Malarga where 
he now owns and operates Folkslee, 
Bazadaise and Brangus Stud.

Building the stud from embryos, Rodney 
now has approximately 100 Bazadaise 
females and has bred the first poll 
Bazadaise anywhere in the world.

Rodney said that owning the property 
has come with some challenges, with 
drought, floods and a cyclone nearly 
crippling his farm business.

“It was in drought when we bought it.  
The first two seasons were good, and 
then we were hit with Cyclone Oswald, 
which knocked us around pretty badly 
because we weren’t prepared for it.”

Rodney faced these challenges head-on, 
with QRAA offering a path forward and 
providing him with financial assistance 
to help with costly repairs to water 
infrastructure and fencing.

Nominated by family and neighbours 
for outstanding resilience in the face 
of repeated natural disasters, Rodney 
was awarded the Minister’s Resilience 
Award in 2014.

“We would not be where we are without 
QRAA – a wonderful organisation to 
work with,” Rodney said.  

Productivity Loans are funded by 
the Queensland Government and 
administered by QRAA.

Folkslee Bazadaise and Brangus Stud exhibited multiple Ekka champions including Folkslee Lasso (pictured).
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To unsubscribe to Prime Focus  or to receive this newsletter by email, contact us on Freecall 1800 623 946 or  email contact_us@qraa.qld.gov.au 

Disclaimer: the information provided by QRAA is general information only and has been prepared without taking into account your individual objectives, financial situation and needs. Before applying for financial 
assistance or making any decision, you should obtain and read a copy of the relevant program guidelines and seek advice from your legal, business and financial advisers to determine your eligibility for, and the terms of 
the relevant financial assistance. You should note that past grants of financial assistance are not a reliable indicator of eligibility for future grants of financial assistance. The information provided by QRAA has been taken 
from sources believed to be reliable however QRAA does not represent that the information is accurate or complete and it should not be relied upon as such. QRAA does not assume any common law duty of care towards 
you in providing the information and QRAA will not be liable for any loss or damage however caused (including by the negligence of QRAA), suffered or incurred by you in connection with information provided by QRAA. 

QRAA in the regions

Bradley  
Whittington

Central Highlands
and West

P: 07 4967 0728   
M: 0427 770 147

peter.crowley@
qraa.qld.gov.au

P: 07 4154 2874   
M: 0417 775 547

mark.barrett@
qraa.qld.gov.au

P: 07 4622 8527  
M: 0427 029 141 

   
tony.koch@ 

qraa.qld.gov.au

P: 07 4160 0716   
M: 0417 778 317

bill.fletcher@
qraa.qld.gov.au

P: 07 4936 1872   
M: 0417 775 245

terry.snow@qraa.
qld.gov.au

The region has experienced a significant turnaround in 
recent months with unseasonal, yet welcome rainfall 
bringing a sense of optimism to western areas. Herbage 
growth has been excellent and some districts are 
reporting early grass growth. Livestock numbers are 
increasing, while a number of producers are giving their 
country longer to recover building up further ground 
cover before restocking.

If you are looking to restock now or are planning your 
restocking program, this is the ideal time to apply for 
a Drought Recovery Concessional Loan. With at least 
six months to use the funds and an interest rate of just 
2.66%, these loans offer a flexible and effective means 
of reigniting your production system.

Through our relationship with Queensland Farmers 
Federation (QFF), I’ve recently been lucky enough to 
attend a number of conferences and field days to share 
how QRAA can assist in improving energy efficiency.

QFF and industry partners have been highlighting 
the opportunities to reduce energy costs, and QRAA 
is able to provide low-interest funding to implement 
these plans. Over the past few years we’ve funded 
the installation of solar power on dairies, vegetable 
growing farms and irrigation properties, as well as 
energy efficient cold storage, irrigators and pumps. 
We are also working hard to ensure cotton growers 
understand how our Sustainability Loans can assist in 
becoming more energy and water efficient.

Getting hooves on the ground

Sustainability saves energy

With QRAA having helped in the expansion and 
development of a number of enterprises, we’re looking 
forward to the macadamia industry conference in 
October.

First Start Loans have been utilised by first generation 
nut growers to develop greenfield sites into thriving 
orchards of over 10,000 trees. Others have used these 
loans to purchase under-performing farms, making 
them profitable through drive and ingenuity.

Meanwhile, our Sustainability Loans have provided 
low-interest funding throughout the supply chain - 
developing nurseries, additional planting, upgrading 
irrigation systems and  constructing dehusking sheds.

Bill Fletcher
Burnett and 

Sunshine Coast

The key industries in tropical north Queensland are 
experiencing an improved market outlook with sugar 
prices remaining some of the strongest in decades and 
banana prices moving higher. 

Unfortunately, we experienced a very wet start to cane 
crush and this is putting a great deal of pressure on 
both this year’s production and planting for next year. 
Meanwhile, the banana industry continues to address 
increased biosecurity threats.

I urge all banana growers to be aware of the role 
Sustainability Loans can play in implementing on-farm 
biosecurity strategies - call today to obtain our banana 
industry fact sheet.

Sam Spina
Far North
and Gulf

Prices improving, yet challenges remain

The increases in QRAA’s Productivity Loan lending 
limits is great news. Applicants entering primary 
production or building up to full time production are 
now able to borrow up to $2 million (First Start Loans) 
or up to $1.3 million (Sustainability Loans). 

These new amounts have opened new opportunities to 
assist producers who may not have considered QRAA 
in the past. First Start Loans allow for a staged entry 
into primary production, so applicants do not need to 
look at significant one-off purchases - you can return 
at a later date for more funding. Additionally, QRAA 
encourage joint lending proposals with commercial 
lenders. Contact me to discuss the application process.

It has been incredibly encouraging to see farming 
enterprises that were severely impacted by floods over 
the last five years to have not only recovered, but are 
now looking to invest in their future.

With production levels increasing and commodity 
prices sound, a number of disaster affected producers 
around Bundaberg are now applying for Sustainability 
Loans to expand their operations. 

The support QRAA provided in recent years has 
also given the next generation of these families the 
confidence to enter primary production. It makes 
me very proud that QRAA is such a trusted long-term 
financial partner!

Peter 
Crowley

North

Make the first start

Mark Barrett
Wide Bay and
Fraser Coast

Recovery turning to expansion

P: 07 4064 2824   
M: 0429 497 757

sam.spina@qraa.
qld.gov.au

Recently I’ve attended some extremely successful 
beef industry field days. These events have not only 
informed producers, but motivated them to look at 
their current operations and think about how a range 
of integrated products and services can improve their 
bottom line.

QRAA have provided a number of First Start Loans to 
budding beef producers in my region this year. The 
common thread of these successful applications has 
been a strong plan to achieve both short term goals, 
and the longer term goal of full time beef production. 
With a clear plan, sound management techniques and 
an understanding of the intended market segment 
young producers have backed themselves for success.

Throughout my region, pastoralists are being provided 
with updated information on how new technologies 
could improve their management practices. When 
looking at implementing new technology, it’s important 
to look beyond the key purchase component.

When looking at your funding application don’t forget 
to consider the add-on costs such as redesigning 
stock yards, upgrading livestock handling equipment, 
realigning fence lines, building additional watering 
points. These development projects all contribute to 
improved productivity. The beauty of Sustainability 
Loans is that the term of the loan can be aligned to 
depreciation periods or the specific needs of the 
business.

Beef is on the menu

Kate Dunk
Darling Downs 

and Lockyer

Innovation leads the way to sustainability 

Tony Koch 
Maranoa and
South West

Nuts about macadamias

Terry Snow 
Capricornia

P: 07 4634 8987 
M: 0427 690 448

kate.dunk@qraa.
qld.gov.au

P: 07 4987 5807   
M: 0417 775 345 

 
bradley.

whittington@qraa.
qld.gov.au


