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INTRODUCTION 
This Student Guide is part of the unit on the Indigenous History of Stonnington. It contains 
reference material and a Learning Journal. 

The Learning Journal is designed to be a record of your learning over the eight sessions  
on this topic.

You will be taking part in different activities. This booklet contains the resources and 
information you need to complete the activities, and space for you to record your thoughts, 
ideas, discussions and photos. 

You can use it as a scrapbook and write in it or paste things in, or you can use it 
electronically, depending on how your teacher decides to organise the material. 

About this unit
This unit of work is a bit different from other history studies, because the information  
you are looking for was not written down. It was kept in people’s memories, and some of  
it was contained in the land that is now beneath the buildings and streets that we walk on 
every day.

A lot of history work is like being a detective or a journalist, and for this unit you may have  
to search for stories that have been lost or hidden from view. 

History is made up of People, Places and Events. 

The People you will be learning about are the original inhabitants of Australia, the 
Indigenous or First Australians. 

The Place you will be exploring will be your own locality – the area now known as the  
City of Stonnington. 

The Events will be stories, actions, meetings, happenings and journeys that occurred in  
this place over a long period of time, both before European settlers arrived here and after. 

When you look at People, Places and Events together, you start to build a picture of a 
culture. Culture means the way people live, their chosen way of being in the world and  
the things they value in life. 
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ACTIVITY 2

SESSION 1  
OUR PLACE – OUR SPACE

This session is about time and place. It has been designed to help give you an idea of how 
old the land is and how long the Aboriginal people have been custodians or caretakers of it.

ACTIVITY 1
My Place by Nadia Wheatley and Donna Rawlins

Notes:

SESSION 1  
OUR PLACE – OUR SPACE
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SESSION 1  
OUR PLACE – OUR SPACE

SESSION 1  
OUR PLACE – OUR SPACE

ACTIVITY 2 ACTIVITY 2

SESSION 1 OUR PLACE – OUR SPACESESSION 1 OUR PLACE – OUR SPACE
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ACTIVITY 3
Sketch the timeline created on the class wall here:

ACTIVITY 4
When I watched this talk I noticed:

And I wondered:

SESSION 1  
OUR PLACE – OUR SPACE

SESSION 1  
OUR PLACE – OUR SPACE

SESSION 1 OUR PLACE – OUR SPACESESSION 1 OUR PLACE – OUR SPACE
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My three focus questions…This is what I already know about the topic…

This is what I want to find out…

SESSION 2 WHAT DO WE WANT 
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT? 

SESSION 2 WHAT DO WE WANT 
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT? 

SESSION 2 WHAT DO WE WANT TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT?SESSION 2 WHAT DO WE WANT TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT?
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Notes and photo space 

SESSION 3  
REAL HISTORY, REAL PEOPLE

During this session you will have the opportunity to meet Aboriginal people who will 
introduce you to Aboriginal traditions and celebrations in Victoria. 

You will have the chance to ask some of the questions you have prepared in Session 3 and 
to be part of a learning conversation. 

You can record your observations and or pictures from the event on this page and the next:

Notes and photo space 

SESSION 3  
REAL HISTORY, REAL PEOPLE
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What part of Aboriginal culture became clearer to you today?

What other questions do you have that have not yet been answered?

In this session you will be looking closely at some artworks created by Aboriginal people 
from Victoria.

Your teacher will show you the ‘Artful Thinking Routines’ that you will be using as a guide  
for your discussion. 

At the end of the session record any thoughts and reflections from your learning today. 

Artwork 

Title

Artist

Tribal /clan/language group

Thinking routine used

What new ideas do you have about the artworks?

What do you see now that you didn’t see before?

SESSION 4  
ARTFUL THINKING

SESSION 4  
ARTFUL THINKING
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SESSION 5 
WALKING INTO THE PAST

Date Marker Number

Marker title:

Key info – This marker told me:

1

2

3

This session is based around an excursion. You will have a  
chance to visit some of the places you have been reading about. 
Stonnington Council has created a series of markers to show 
special sites of interest to do with the Indigenous history of the 
area. This is the Indigenous History Markers Trail, and you will  
be able to walk or visit some of these sites.

The tables on the following pages are provided as a way of 
capturing some of the thoughts, questions, ideas or notes about 
photos that you might want to make to remind you of what you 
have seen when you get back to school.

SESSION 5 
WALKING INTO THE PAST
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SESSION 5 
WALKING INTO THE PAST

SESSION 5 
WALKING INTO THE PAST

Activities – record your findings or questions about the activity here

Notes

Photos

SESSION 5 WALKING INTO THE PASTSESSION 5 WALKING INTO THE PAST
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SESSION 5 
WALKING INTO THE PAST

SESSION 5 
WALKING INTO THE PAST

Date Marker Number

Marker title:

Key info – This marker told me:

1

2

3

Activities – record your findings or questions about the activity here

Notes

SESSION 5 WALKING INTO THE PASTSESSION 5 WALKING INTO THE PAST
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WALKING INTO THE PAST

SESSION 5 
WALKING INTO THE PAST

Date Marker Number

Marker title:

Key info – This marker told me:

1

2

3

Photos

SESSION 5 WALKING INTO THE PASTSESSION 5 WALKING INTO THE PAST
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SESSION 5 
WALKING INTO THE PAST

SESSION 5 
WALKING INTO THE PAST

PhotosActivities – record your findings or questions about the activity here

Notes

SESSION 5 WALKING INTO THE PASTSESSION 5 WALKING INTO THE PAST
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This session is a time for you to work with other members of a group to create a 
presentation which will be given in Session 8.

Your presentation may be in any format you choose but it must meet the following 
guidelines. 

The presentation: 
• runs for between 5 and 8 minutes

• introduces its audience to a new thought/idea or discovery that the students have made 
during this unit that they believe will be new to the audience

• demonstrates an understanding of Aboriginal cultural identity through an appreciation of 
the history of the local area

• clearly states or shows the input of each member of the group eg photos by/narration by/ 
script by

• uses referencing ( explains where any information was taken from) 

The presentation could be: 
• formal presentation

• informal presentation- discussion group

• digital story

• mural or large wall poster with interaction and explanation

• dance/drama performance

During this session you will be able to: 
• share their Learning Journals with one another

• decide on a key focus for their presentation

• choose the format

• begin to assemble the parts

• rehearse

SESSION 7  
BRINGING IT TOGETHER

What was your story about?

What did you like about the stories you read?

SESSION 6 
HISTORIES
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One thing I know that I don’t know is

and I would like to learn more about

My greatest learning has been

and I was surprised to find that

I still wonder

This session is the opportunity to share and enjoy the presentations of the other groups. 
Each group will present an idea or information that is new to you. Use the space below to  
jot down any ideas you find interesting, as you may want to use these when writing your  
final reflection. 

Record of other presentations

Reflection

During this unit I learned something new, which was that

and I noticed that I

SESSION 8  
CELEBRATE!

SESSION 8  
CELEBRATE!
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