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WELCOME
This Subject Handbook is designed to 
help students make informed decisions 
about their learning pathway to assist 
with future education, training and 
employment . It is relevant to students 
who will complete Year 12 in 2018 or 
2019. If a student will complete Year 12 
in 2020 or beyond, please refer to the 
ATAR Subject Selection Handbook .

The Glennie School offers a broad range of learning options 
in Years 11 and 12:

• OP / Headstart Pathway – this option provides high 
achieving students with an Overall Position and 
guaranteed entry into a university degree

• OP Pathway – this option leads to an Overall Position and 
direct entrance to university or diploma level study

• OP / Certificate Pathway – this option qualifies students 
with an Overall Position, Certificate Awarded Selection 
Rank and direct entrance into a university or TAFE

• Tailored Educational Program – this option is suitable for 
students interested in studies on and off campus. This 
option leads to a Selection Rank and Australian Quality 
Training Framework (AQTF) Certificates according to the 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) course selection

To make informed and realistic decisions about the future, 
students need to consider the range of possibilities on offer 
and the suitability of these choices to personal abilities, 
beliefs and aspirations.

It is also important for students to recognise that success is 
the consequence of hard work, organisation, dedication and 
what Carol Dweck describes as a ‘growth mindset’ . Students 
with a growth mindset are open to learning, will put in the 
effort required and will not give up when they experience 
setbacks .

Our senior curriculum provides courses of study, resources, 
programs and support structures to assist students to 
develop into capable and confident young women of 
strength and integrity – optimistic, self-aware and adaptable, 
with a strong sense of compassion and social justice.

We look forward to working with you to ensure your 
daughter’s senior pathway leads to personal success .

Ms Tonia Gloudemans 
Head of Senior Years

INTRODUCTION
This handbook is designed to provide 
students and parents with an overview 
of the curriculum at Glennie in the 
Senior Years in Years 11 and12, and 
thus assist students to make informed 
decisions about subject choices .

In Years 11 and 12, students have a 
range of options from Queensland 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
subjects, Authority-registered subjects, School-Based 
Traineeships and other vocational education opportunities .

Detailed guidance is provided on the nature of the decisions 
to be made for Years 11 and 12. When deciding which 
electives to study, it is important to consider:

• the subject outlines showing areas of study and types of 
assessment

• the school guidelines for selections
• for Year 11 and 12 subjects, taking note of prerequisite 

subjects for university study 
• advice from the Careers Advisor and the Vocational 

Education and Training Co-ordinator
• the student’s interests, abilities and motivation
• keeping open as many options as possible
• making choices that will develop skills, knowledge and 

attitudes which will be useful throughout life
It is important for students to consider their current 
academic performance when they make subject choices.  
The evidence shows that students achieving averages of C 
to C+ in Year 10 usually find it difficult to achieve an Overall 
Position at the end of Year 12 that will provide entry into 
university (C to C+ results in Year 10 tend to relate to OP 
ranges 16 to 19). Such students are encouraged to explore 
all possible pathways to university study - not just the OP 
pathway . 

When making their selections, students are encouraged to 
seek advice from their teachers and their Head of House. 
Students are asked to make reserve selections to help the 
School best meet the needs of all students. Once initial 
selections have been made, the School will prepare the 
timetable blocks that will be offered, based on giving the 
maximum number of students the maximum number of 
their choices. Some subjects may not be offered if the class 
size is not viable, and some subject combinations may not be 
available .

Any students affected will be asked to re-select from the 
subjects available, and the School will keep parents informed 
if this situation arises.

More information can be obtained from:

• Deputy Head of Senior Years, Mr John Farmer
• The Glennie School Careers Advisor, Ms Sharon Currie
• The Glennie School Vocational Education and Training 

(VET) Co-ordinator, Mrs Belinda Paul
• QCAA website: www.qcaa.qld.edu.au

Mr John Farmer 
Deputy Head of Senior Years 
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YEAR 10 
QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF 
EDUCATION 
Preparation for the Queensland Certificate of Education 
(QCE) commences in Year 10 when students are registered 
with the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
(QCAA). During the year, students are helped to complete 
a Senior Education and Training (SET) Plan which will help 
them to design a course of study for Years 11 and 12 which 
will help them meet their career goals .

The QCE recognises a broad range of learning options, most 
of which are completed during Years 11 and 12 at Glennie. 
Some achievements from Year 10 may be recognised by the 
QCAA, girls are provided with advice and guidance on the 
kinds of programs which may be counted towards the QCE. 
Further details of the various ways in which students can 
gain the required 20 credit points for the QCE can be found 
at the end of this booklet.

YEARS 11 AND 12 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
CORE
Over Years 11 and 12, students will study English or 
English Communication, Mathematics A, B or Prevocational 
Mathematics, Religious Education, and Sport and Fitness. 
Timetabled time is also allocated to personal development, 
careers and tertiary information, QCS test preparation, study 
skills and guidance for Year 12 school leavers.

ELECTIVE UNITS
Four elective subjects must be studied from the following list:

• Accounting 
• Ancient History    
• Biology
• Business - Certificate III 
• Chemistry
• Drama
• Economics
• English Extension (Year 12 only)
• French
• French Extension (Year 12 only)
• Geography
• Health Education
• Home Economics
• Hospitality
• Information Technology     
• Japanese
• Legal Studies
• Mathematics C
• Modern History
• Music 
• Music Extension (Year 12 only)
• Physical Education
• Physics
• Science21 
• Visual Art
• Visual Arts in Practice

All courses, with the exception of Business - Certificate 
III, English Communication, Prevocational Mathematics, 
Hospitality and Visual Arts in Practice are Queensland 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) Subjects. An 
Authority Subject is one which counts towards a student’s 
Overall Position (OP). In these subjects, the School has a 
work program which is accredited with QCAA . It is important 
to note that all subjects are equally weighted in the 
calculation of OPs. 

English Communication, Prevocational Mathematics and 
Visual Arts Studies (Visual Arts in Practice) are Authority 
Registered subjects which are not included in the OP 
calculations . They are School subjects which are recorded on 
the senior statement and counts towards the QCE .

Business - Certificate III and Hospitality are vocational 
subjects which also do not contribute to the OP calculations . 
These subjects do, however, count towards the QCE and are 
recorded on the Senior Statement . There may be occasions 
when The School might facilitate outside courses with 
external RTOs. This will be done on a case by case basis 
and there will be a cost involved . Students will need to get 
further information from the School’s Careers Advisor and 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) Co-ordinator.

Students in the French Immersion Program commence their 
study of the Year 11 French course in Year 10. They complete 
Year 12 French in Year 11, and during Year 12 they have 
the option to study French Extension, or take on a different 
subject, or to have time for study.

In Year 12, students who are studying Music may elect to 
take Music Extension as an alternative to a subject they have 
studied during Year 11 (with the exception of English or 
Mathematics). Students studying English may also choose to 
undertake English Extension. 

LIMITATIONS
Whilst we make every effort to meet the preferences of all 
our students, we cannot guarantee that all combinations of 
subjects will be available . The School will combine Year 11 
and 12 classes to form a composite group if numbers are 
low, and in extreme cases, a subject may not be offered if the 
student numbers are not viable .

OTHER CONSTRAINTS
• To study Mathematics C students must also choose 

Mathematics B .
• To study French or Japanese, students must have studied 

these subjects in Years 8, 9 and 10.
• To study Music Extension in Year 12 students must be 

enrolled in Music in Year 12 .
• To study English Extension in Year 12, students must be 

enrolled in English in Year 12 .
• To study French Extension in Year 12 students must 

have first completed the Year 12 French course in Year 
11 . This will normally apply to those students who 
completed the French Immersion program in Years 8, 9 
and 10 .
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In making choices, students are reminded that courses for 
Years 11 and 12 are two year courses, and they should, 
therefore, choose carefully. Subject changes at a later date 
may be very limited and restricted to the first four weeks of 
every semester .

FINALLY
In order to accommodate as many preferences as possible, 
as well as choosing English, a Mathematics and four elective 
units, students will be required to select two reserve units.

QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF 
EDUCATION
The curriculum offered at Glennie will enable all students the 
opportunity to gain a QCE. To be awarded a QCE, students:

• must complete between 12 and 20 credits from QCAA 
core courses of study.

• may include up to 8 credits from a combination of core, 
preparatory, enrichment or advanced courses.

• must meet the literacy and numeracy requirements.
The QCE recognises a broad range of learning options. In 
Year 10, students will have completed a Senior Education 
and Training (SET) Plan which will help them to design a 
course of study to support their career goals. Further details 
of the various ways in which students can gain the required 
20 credit points for QCE can be found in the table at the end 
of this booklet. Please note that this table is a guide only. The 
QCE rules are quite complex and are subject to change. This 
table is current as at June 2017. 

Please check the QCAA website for further details if 
necessary www.qcaa.qld.edu.au.

TRAINEESHIPS
The School also offers an opportunity for students to 
undertake school-based traineeships in areas such as 
Agriculture, Sport and Recreation and specific trades such 
as Hairdressing . Employers wishing to take trainees must be 
matched to students before a traineeship can be offered.

A traineeship will not contribute to a student’s OP, however, 
when completed, it will contribute credits towards their QCE, 
attract a QTAC tertiary rank and provide valuable real life 
experience in the workforce. Students wishing to take up 
this option should speak with the School’s VET Co-ordinator, 
so that a search for a suitable employer can begin. Once 
students have secured a traineeship and are making clear 
progress with the traineeship, they may elect to study only 
five subjects at School. This can only occur after discussion 
with the VET Co-ordinator and the Deputy Head of Senior 
Years .

EXTERNAL VOCATIONAL 
QUALIFICATIONS
Students are able to enrol in a variety of Certificate I, II, III 
and Diploma courses through an external provider. Some 
courses currently being delivered to our students include 
Animal Studies, Active Volunteering, Nursing, Engineering, 
and Beauty Therapy to name a few. Girls who would like to 
undertake an external qualification whilst still at School need 
to speak with the VET Co-ordinator.

ADVANCED COURSES OF STUDY
Students wishing to extend their knowledge in specific areas 
of study are able to apply for courses being offered by some 
tertiary providers. For example, the University of Southern 
Queensland offers a variety of courses through its Head Start 
program .

Demand for these courses can be high and selection is based 
on academic merit . Students wishing to take up this option 
should speak with the School’s Careers Advisor .

TERTIARY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
Students should refer to the Tertiary Entrance Prerequisite 
Book issued by the Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre 
(QTAC) and be familiar with any prerequisites they may need 
for their intended course of study.

Tertiary places are allocated according to Overall Position 
(OPs) and Field Positions (FP). The OPs and FPs are calculated 
using levels of achievement, subject rankings and QCS 
results .

The QCAA requires students to complete a minimum of 20 
semester units of study in Authority Subjects to be eligible 
for an OP. Typically, this means five subjects studied for four 
semesters each. However, only three of these subjects must 
be studied in their entirety, that is, for four semesters each. 
Glennie requires all Year 11 students to study six subjects. 
However, Year 12 students may negotiate to only study five 
subjects .
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CAREERS AND VET
Careers and VET staff are available to support girls in the 
transition from school into further education or employment 
pathways . 

CAREERS
Girls are encouraged to explore career and employment 
options that are suited to their interests and future goals. 
Staff work with the girls to guide them through the wide 
variety of study options available in Years 11 and 12.

Students are encouraged to explore the many programs and 
activities available to them including:

• University and TAFE showcases
• Vocational Education opportunities such as school-based 

traineeships and vocational courses
• University experience days
• Work Experience
• Careers Expos and Open Days
• University study programs

YEAR 11
In the first three terms of Year 11, girls will participate in 
one term of Careers classes which continues the personal 
journey begun in Year 10. They explore possible career 
paths further by exploring job outlooks and employment 
opportunities . The girls are encouraged to attend university 
experience days to find out more about university study 
and campus life through participating in academic taster 
sessions. In Term 4, girls are allocated a careers lesson 
for thirty-five minutes per fortnight as a year level group. 
During this time, they will hear from speakers in a variety 
of career areas; from those who have got to their chosen 
destinations through a traditional way or in a manner which 
is inspirational or motivational .

YEAR 12
Throughout Year 12, the girls have one group session per 
week with the Careers and VET staff. The focus of these 
sessions is post schooling options and speakers at these 
sessions include representatives from various universities, 
colleges, TAFE and community organisations. The focus for 
Term Three is the QTAC applications process and supporting 
girls in narrowing their future goals. Year 12 students are 
encouraged to make individual appointments to discuss 
career options, including assistance with their QTAC, 
scholarship and residential college applications .

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING
Vocational Education and Training (VET) refers to education 
and training that focuses on delivering skills and knowledge 
required for specific industries and is a learning option for 
girls in their senior phase of learning. At the Glennie School, 
students can undertake a VET course through either a school 
based traineeship, or through a vocational course. There are 
a variety of vocational courses offered through our school, or 
through external providers. 

Participating in VET can:

• allow students to attain a nationally recognised VET 
qualification;

• provide credit points towards the attainment of the 
Queensland Certificate of Education;

• support transitions to employment, vocational and 
higher education pathways . 

Across all year levels, The Glennie School email system is 
often used for the dissemination of career and vocational 
education information and opportunities. Another valuable 
source of information is glenniecareersandvet.com website. 
This page contains the latest information about a range of 
topics and Glennie Girls and Parents can use this site to 
locate University, TAFE and any other type of course across 
Australia, get information about the QCE, search for job 
vacancies and much more .

The Careers and VET staff place priority on ensuring that 
the girls are given the direction and assistance required 
to help them make better informed decisions about their 
future pathways. The sheer breadth of options means that 
it is crucial to discuss individual circumstances . Students 
and parents are welcome to make an appointment to seek 
individual advice and assistance in this sometimes complex 
process . 

The Careers and VET area covers a wide range of programs 
and activities for Years 10 to 12 including general activities 
such as the University Showcase, the USQ Experience 
University excursions or the annual Careers ’Expo as well as 
the more specific activities listed below. 

See entries for Hospitality, IDMT/Business and Accounting 
and also for Traineeships.
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ENGLISH
SENIOR ENGLISH
The study of English is an important aspect of 
education since it forms the basis of all written and oral 
communications in the English-speaking world. In Years 
11 and 12, the study covers as many areas of language as 
possible (including the basics of formal language structure, 
grammar, spelling, punctuation and vocabulary) so that 
students should have a sound knowledge of the workings 
and capabilities of their language. This is explored both 
directly and through the study of a range of challenging 
texts. Assessment concentrates on three basic genres:

• Imaginative
• Public (Reflective and Persuasive)
• Expository/critical

The English course encourages students to use IT resources 
for the presentation of written and oral tasks, editing and 
proofreading, as a source of information and as a tool for 
collaboration .

YEARS 11 AND 12
English is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . In this two 
year course, the student will study traditional texts (novels, 
prose works, plays - including Shakespeare, poetry) as well 
as less traditional texts (film, advertising) and texts from 
popular culture (television shows, online media) in order to 
develop an understanding of the ways in which language 
works in a variety of contexts. Consideration is given to each 
text’s place in the literary canon or popular culture and how 
these texts both reflect and shape attitudes, values and 
beliefs. It is not expected that every text be studied in depth, 
nor that every text will generate an assessment task. The aim 
is to provide the student with a basis for an understanding of 
all texts and the ability to create successful texts in her own 
reading, writing and speaking. 

ASSESSMENT
Assessment is criteria based and takes place continuously, 
through a number of written and oral tasks, each assessed 
against task-specific criteria which are stipulated by the 
syllabus. The student’s Exit Folio, which provides the basis 
for her Senior Statement grade, is made up of six summative 
assessment tasks (two oral and four written) reflecting the 
fullest and latest examples of work done for a number 
of purposes and under a variety of conditions. These 
include both seen and unseen examination questions, oral 
presentations and prepared assignments such as narratives, 
essays and articles. Assessment ranges in length from 500-
1200 words and 3-5 minutes for speaking tasks with a high 
degree of academic rigour expected. 

CAREER OPTIONS
A knowledge of English is essential to almost any career, and 
also is essential for a large number of specialised careers, 
such as academia, diplomacy, journalism, advertising, public 
relations, law and teaching.

ENGLISH 
ENGLISH COMMUNICATION
English Communication is an Authority-registered subject 
that is only offered in Years 11 and 12.  It counts towards 
the QCE but does not contribute to a student’s OP . Many 
university course prerequisites include the completion 
of Senior English, so this must be a consideration in your 
selection of English Communication. 

YEAR 11 AND 12
Effective communication is integral to our society.  English 
Communication is designed to enable students to develop 
and use their skills in the areas of work, community and 
leisure. The study of this course enables students to 
use language to perform tasks, use technology, express 
identity, and interact in groups, organisations and the 
community. Texts studied are drawn from a wide range 
of genres. Generally speaking, texts are less complex than 
those studied in Senior English, for example, no study of 
Shakespeare is undertaken . 

The course aims to develop a student’s ability to:
• Understand and appreciate Australia’s linguistic and 

cultural diversity
• Develop positive attitudes to and strategies for 

engagement in lifelong learning
• Gain knowledge, understanding and an appreciation of 

various forms of text
• Reflect on their own and other people’s knowledge, 

values and practices
• Communicate appropriately and effectively, with 

confidence
• Plan and work independently and as a group

This study area specification has been developed as a two-
year Authority-registered subject to take into account the 
needs of students from a variety of backgrounds. English 
Communication can establish a basis for students’ further 
learning as well as develop essential communication 
skills to enhance employment opportunities . In English 
Communication, the study area core underpins and relates 
specifically to understanding and use of language systems to 
communicate effectively.
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ASSESSMENT
An Exit level of achievement will be awarded on completion 
of the program. In order to enable students to demonstrate 
their knowledge and control of the three criteria against 
which they are assessed, within the contexts of work, 
community and leisure, tasks will provide opportunities for 
students to use their knowledge and skills .  Students will 
complete a variety of written and spoken tasks in real-life 
contexts for particular purposes and audiences.  Assessment 
will be conducted in both individual and group situations . 
These may include both seen and unseen examination 
questions, individual and group orals, narratives, essays, 
articles, and online authorship. Assessment ranges from 250-
600 words and 3-5 minutes for speaking tasks. Due to the 
real-world focus of English Communication, the degree of 
complexity expected is less than that of Senior English. Tasks 
are assessed based on their suitability for the real world 
scenario given and their application of appropriate language 
for that context. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS
English Communication can establish a basis for students’ 
further learning as well as develop essential communication 
skills to enhance employment opportunities . It has a broad 
application as it should help all students become literate and 
productive members of the Australian workforce.

ENGLISH
ENGLISH EXTENSION (YEAR 12 ONLY)
English Extension is an Authority subject. It aims to provide 
students who have demonstrated an aptitude for the 
study of literature to further develop their skills and critical 
understandings. It is a subject offered only in Year 12 and is 
completed in conjunction with the on-going study of Senior 
English. Students may replace one of their existing elective 
subjects (not English or Mathematics) or take it as a seventh 
subject. For this reason, class time will be scheduled outside 
school hours . 

By offering students the opportunity to specialise in the 
theorised study of literature, English Extension provides 
students with ways they might understand themselves and 
the potential that literature has to expand the scope of their 
experiences.

English Extension uses the lenses of a variety of theoretical 
approaches to analysing and evaluating literary texts to 
help students explore ways of valuing literature. The subject 
assists students to ask critical questions about cultural 
assumptions, implicit values and differing world views 
encountered in an exploration of social, cultural and textual 
understandings about literary texts and the ways they might 
be interpreted and valued . 

The study of English Extension provides a learning 
experience akin to that of a tertiary institution. The flexible 
delivery and student-led study give students the opportunity 
to further develop their skills as independent learners. 

ASSESSMENT
There are three assessment items completed as part of 
English Extension. Items are written, multimodal and spoken. 
Word lengths range from 800 to 3,000 words. Assessment 
focuses on three broad areas; theoretical understandings, 
transformations and evaluations. 

CAREER OPTIONS 
English Extension leads to a range of careers where 
understanding social, cultural and textual influences on 
ways of viewing the world is a key element. This subject may 
lead to careers in such areas as law, journalism, media, arts, 
curating, education, policy, and human resources.  It also 
provides a good introduction to the academic disciplines and 
fields of study that involve the application of methodologies 
based on theoretical understandings .
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION
HEALTH EDUCATION
The health of our students is of paramount importance and 
it is essential that Glennie girls are empowered to implement 
strategies to maximise the health and wellbeing of those in 
their community, including themselves. The formal study 
of Health provides a context for students to explore health 
issues that are of relevance to their lives. This involves the 
investigation of biophysical, psychosocial and environmental 
determinants of specific health issues, followed by the 
application of practices and principles to justify and 
recommend change. To achieve these goals, the course 
considers contemporary health promotion theory and 
practice, and adopts two conceptual frameworks: the social 
view of health with an embedded social justice framework 
and the Ottawa Charter for Health Promotion. Glennie girls 
are frequently encouraged to live in the whole world; to have 
a commitment to community and to concern themselves 
with social justice issues . Health Education provides a 
platform for them to do this. The action-based nature of the 
course appeals to adolescents who increasingly seek to be 
heard and desire greater levels of responsibility. Students 
considering careers in health-related fields including health 
policy development, health and safety laws and regulations, 
health advocacy, health information management, 
counselling, social work, medicine and nursing would find 
this subject beneficial.  

YEARS 11 AND 12
Health is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . The course 
is organised with 7 units of work spanning five dimensions 
of Health, sequenced from personal through to tthe broader 
community. The usual course of study is as follows:

YEAR 11
Personal Health

Unit 1: Body Image

Peer Health
Unit 2: Adolescent Mental Health

Unit 3: Drug Use 

Family Health
Unit 4: Domestic Violence

YEAR 12
Community Health

Unit 5: Sexualisation of Young People

Unit 6: Organ and Tissue Donation

Special Populations
Unit 7: Health of the School Leaver

ASSESSMENT
Students demonstrate their knowledge and skills through a 
range of assessment pieces which include: 

• research assessment
• action research projects; community awareness, health 

promotion and health advocacy campaigns
• research reports
• analytical expositions
• journals .
• supervised written assessment

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Career opportunities in Health are many and varied, 
including occupations and services providing diagnostic, 
rehabilitation, healing and preventive services. Careers in 
Health are a popular choice for Glennie graduates entering 
tertiary study. On average, nearly 25% of Year 12 Glennie 
graduates who are in some form of tertiary education were 
studying in the area of Health – the highest percentage 
of any area of study. Although Health Education is not a 
prerequisite for any university degree, its study lays a strong 
foundation for any further education within the field.
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Australians of all ages engage in a variety of sports, 
ranging from extremely vigorous and highly organised to 
more informal and recreational styles of activities. Many 
Australians also watch, read about, and talk to others about 
sport. Outstanding sporting personalities and events form 
part of Australian traditions. Physical Education is a study of 
both the physical and theoretical aspects related to sport . 
Physical Education involves the study of physical activity 
and engages students as intelligent performers, learning in, 
about and through physical activity .

Physical Education focuses on the complexity of and 
interrelationships amongst the biomechanical, psychological, 
physiological and sociological factors that influence 
individual and team physical performances. It also studies 
the wider social attitudes towards physical activity . Students 
are engaged, not only as performers but also as analysts, 
planners and critics in, about and through the different 
types of physical activities studied in the Physical Education 
program .

There are no prerequisites for studying Physical Education 
but students must have the physical ability and motivational 
drive to participate in a wide range of sporting activities. 
Students are not expected to be top athletes; however, the 
student must consistently perform a wide range of physical 
responses fluently and with speed and/or accuracy.

YEARS 11 AND 12
Physical Education is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . 
The course is essentially concerned with the study of physical 
activity across four sports. Learning experiences progress 
developmentally from simple tasks to more complex and 
sophisticated skills as the course progresses . The program 
also includes study into the wider social attitudes towards 
physical activity and the biomechanical, psychological, 
physiological and sociological factors that influence 
individual and team physical performances.

The major areas of study include:

Year 11 Semester 1
• Lacrosse (direct interceptive activity)  

and Skill Acquisition (theory)
• A choice between Track or Field (performance)  

and Exercise Physiology (theory)
Year 11 Semester 2

• Instructional Aerobics (aesthetic activity)  
and Sports Psychology

• Swimming (performance activity)  
and Sports Sociology (theory)

Year 12 Semester 1
• Swimming (performance activity)  

and Biomechanics (theory)
• Sports Aerobics (aesthetic)  

and Sports Sociology (theory)

Year 12 Semester 2
• A choice between Track or Field (performance)  

and Exercise Physiology (theory)
• Lacrosse (direct interceptive activity)
• Sports Sociology (theory)

ASSESSMENT
Assessment is a continuous process. A variety of 
assessment items are used including research assignments, 
presentations, examinations and practical/physical 
assessments in particular sports . The overall assessment 
program is based on the students’ ability to acquire, apply, 
and evaluate the skills of knowledge related to particular 
sports where:

• Acquiring: Is the ability to learn, about and through 
physical activity;

• Applying: Is the ability to apply learned knowledge in, 
about and through physical activity;

• Evaluating: Is the ability to reflect, predict and make 
decisions about physical performance.

A student must complete assessment for a minimum of 
three of the four physical activities studied in Year 12 to 
exit the course. Special provisions are granted to injured 
students (extension of time or postponed assessment) when 
a medical certificate has been issued. 

CAREER OPTIONS
Career opportunities include tertiary courses and/or 
professional careers as an athlete. Work options such as 
recreational officer, sports administrator, sports journalist, 
coach, PE teacher, personal trainer, sports marketer, or 
biochemist are all directly related to the study of Physical 
Education. Work across a range of recreational sporting 
areas is readily available not only in Australia but all around 
the world .
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LANGUAGES
FRENCH
A proficiency in French gives access to the living and working 
language of some 270 million people around the world. It is 
the first or second language in more than 55 countries.

French and English are closely related . A high proportion 
of English words are of French origin, and the learning of 
French lends itself to the extension of a learner’s vocabulary 
and structural knowledge of English.

School trips to French-speaking destinations are undertaken 
from time to time. It is also possible to arrange exchanges 
for individual students in France, or alternatively, families 
may host an exchange student. 

YEARS 11 AND 12
French is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . During 
the two year program, students study both language and 
cultural components which will enable them to enhance their 
capacity to communicate effectively with French-speaking 
people and understand their culture .

Students are encouraged to learn effective communication, 
using a range of spoken and written genres. Subject matter is 
related as far as possible to real life. Learners use authentic 
resources such as magazines, songs, internet, television 
and films to extend vocabulary, develop grammar, and 
encourage discussion of popular issues.

The Senior French Course can be studied only by students 
who have reached the Year 10 level or equivalent standard.

French Immersion students study the Year 12 French course 
in Year 11 and in Year 12 they have the option to undertake 
further study in French Extension.

ASSESSMENT
Ability to use the language is assessed through the four 
macroskills: listening, reading, speaking, and writing. These 
skills are weighted equally. An exit level of achievement is 
determined using fullest and latest information on student 
proficiency.

CAREER OPTIONS
There are some careers where knowledge of French 
would obviously be a prerequisite, e.g. French teaching 
or interpreting. However, more and more students are 
choosing to combine their major course of study with 
the study of a language, thus broadening their career 
opportunities and improving their employability . The study 
of French would particularly complement the following 
careers: journalism, tourism, diplomacy, international trade, 
hospitality and teaching .

Bonus Ranks Scheme. Since 2009, students who have 
successfully completed a language during Years 11 and 12 
and who apply through QTAC for programs at the University 
of Queensland, Queensland University of Technology or 
Griffith University are awarded two bonus points. This 
usually makes a difference of 1 OP band to a student’s 
Overall Position (OP). For example, an OP4 becomes 
equivalent to an OP3.

LANGUAGES
FRENCH EXTENSION (YEAR 12 ONLY)
French Extension is an Authority Subject. The Senior Syllabus 
in French Extension is designed to cater for learners with 
advanced skills in the French language . It has been designed 
to meet the needs of students in Year 12 who wish to 
continue to develop their proficiency in French to a high 
level, and have already successfully completed Year 12 
French. The French Extension Program is offered to students 
who completed the French Immersion course in Years 8 to 
10 . All students in this course will have already completed 
the final year of the Senior French Authority course during 
Year 11 .

The learning experiences offered in this course include 
themes such as media studies, social science and French 
literature .

French Extension challenges students to extend their abilities 
in French, both for their own enrichment and for effective 
participation as culturally and critically literate persons .

LANGUAGES
JAPANESE
Learning a second language can open up many opportunities 
for either a career or personal fulfilment. Through the study 
of the Japanese language, students can gain access to a 
country and culture with over 125 million native speakers . 
Japan has a strong global presence in the fields of art, 
technology and design, and has had a major influence on 
philosophy, sport, business practices, architecture, landscape 
design, television, film and cuisine.

School trips to Japan are undertaken periodically. An annual 
reciprocal exchange with our sister school, Kyoto Girls High 
School, is available for students in Years 11 and 12. It is also 
possible to arrange individual student exchanges in Japan, 
or families may host an exchange student from Kyoto Girls 
Junior High School in March each year.

YEARS 11 AND 12
Japanese is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12. During 
the two year program, students study both language and 
cultural components which will enable them to converse 
with and understand the Japanese people, while, through 
comparison, gaining a better understanding of their own 
culture .

Students are encouraged to learn effective communication 
skills through a variety of classroom activities including 
role play, letter writing, group discussion, films and 
documentaries, computer software, magazines, children’s 
books and language games, while focusing on grammar 
and vocabulary . Students also learn to read and write more 
complex kanji to meet their own communication needs.

The Senior Japanese course can be studied only by students 
who have reached the Year 10 level or equivalent standard. 
Achieving at a high level at Year 10 standard would be an 
advantage .
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ASSESSMENT
Ability to use the language is assessed through the four 
macroskills: listening, reading, speaking and writing. These 
four skills are weighted equally. An exit level of achievement 
is determined by using fullest and latest information on 
student proficiency.

CAREER OPTIONS
There are opportunities for exchange while a student at 
secondary school and university. In addition, knowledge 
of Japanese could lead to or benefit careers, such as: 
teaching, translating and interpreting, trade and business 
with Japanese companies, agribusiness, mining and 
engineering, tourism and government positions such as in 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

BONUS RANKS SCHEME
Since 2009, students who have successfully completed a 
language during Years 11 and 12 and who apply through 
QTAC for programmes at the University of Queensland, 
Queensland University of Technology or Griffith University 
are awarded two bonus points . This usually makes a 
difference of 1 OP band to a student’s Overall Position (OP). 
For example, an OP4 becomes equivalent to an OP3.

MATHEMATICS
INTRODUCTION
Mathematics is an integral part of a general education. 
It pervades so many aspects of daily life that a sound 
knowledge is essential for informed citizenship. Through 
enhanced understanding of mathematics, individuals 
can become better informed economically, socially and 
politically in an increasingly mathematically oriented 
society. It underpins science and technology, most 
trade and commerce, social and economic planning and 
communication systems .

The range of career opportunities requiring an appropriate 
level of mathematical competence is rapidly expanding into 
such areas as health, environmental science, economics and 
management, while remaining crucial in such fields as the 
physical sciences, engineering, accounting, computer science 
and information technology areas.

As students prepare to select their mathematics subject for 
Years 11 and 12, it is important to understand that they need 
to be adequately prepared for the level of mathematics they 
elect to study. A student’s ability and prerequisite knowledge 
are vital considerations when making this decision . The 
flow chart below indicates the pathways, prerequisites and 
combinations of study possible.

PATHWAYS IN  
YEARS 10 TO 12 MATHEMATICS

Year 10 MATHEMATICS A

Years 11 & 12
MATHEMATICS A

Years 11 & 12
PREVOCATIONAL 

MATHEMATICS

Year 10 MATHEMATICS B

Years 11 & 12
MATHEMATICS A

Mathematics B  
&  

Mathematics C

Mathematics B

OR
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MATHEMATICS
PREVOCATIONAL MATHEMATICS 
(SAS)
Prevocational Mathematics is an Authority-registered subject 
that is offered only in Years 11 and 12. It counts towards the 
QCE but does not contribute to a student’s OP .

Prevocational Mathematics aims to assist students to 
develop the ability to make informed mathematical decisions 
and to improve their preparedness for entry to work, 
apprenticeships, traineeships, or further study. It helps 
students to build confidence and experience success in 
using mathematics in everyday contexts through the use 
of relevant technologies to develop skills and working co-
operatively in a team .

The topics studied are: Mathematical Operations, Finance, 
(including budgeting, earning and borrowing money, 
insurance and taxation), Measurement, (such as house 
planning), Location and Time, (relating to travel) and Data 
Collection (display and interpretation).

ASSESSMENT
Assessment items include multimedia presentations, 
research projects, statistical surveys and written tests. All 
tasks are designed to mirror real life situations.

TRAINING/EDUCATION CAREER PATHWAYS
The skills, attitudes and knowledge acquired while 
completing Prevocational Mathematics will assist students to 
gain employment in a wide range of occupations including 
hospitality, retail, trades and commerce.

MATHEMATICS
MATHEMATICS A
Mathematics A provides the opportunity to participate more 
fully in life-long learning and to acquire the skills needed to 
make decisions, which affect the students’ everyday lives. 
These skills are called upon in other subjects and provide a 
good background for many areas of tertiary study.

The intent of Mathematics A is to encourage students 
to develop positive attitudes towards mathematics 
by approaches involving exploration, investigation, 
application of knowledge and skills, problem solving and 
communication . Students will be encouraged to work 
systematically and logically, and to communicate with and 
about mathematics .

YEARS 11 AND 12
Mathematics A is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 .

Whilst there are no prerequisites for this course, it is 
recommended that students have successfully completed 
Year 10 Mathematics A or B .

The topics studied are: Financial Mathematics, Applied 
Geometry, Statistics and Probability, Maps and House Plans, 
Surveying and Networks Operations Research. Algebra and 
Functions are not studied in Mathematics A .

ASSESSMENT
A system of continuous assessment is used to gather data 
on student performance during the course. The major forms 
of assessment are examinations, assignments, and practical 
investigations. All assessment in Year 11 is for formative 
purposes only .

CAREER OPTIONS
Mathematics A is accepted as an entry requirement for 
degree courses such as nursing, education, psychology, 
marketing and advertising, sport and recreation, humanities 
and multimedia .
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MATHEMATICS 
MATHEMATICS B
The modes of thinking developed in Mathematics B 
provide ways of modelling and problem solving to enable 
us to explore, describe and understand the world’s social, 
biological and physical environment .

The intent of Mathematics B is to raise students’ competence 
in and confidence with the mathematics needed to make 
informed decisions to ensure scientific literacy and to 
function effectively in a technologically skilled workforce. 
Students will be encouraged to model mathematically, to 
work systematically and logically, to conjecture and reflect, 
to prove and justify and to communicate with and about 
mathematics. Higher-order thinking skills are developed in 
problem solving .

YEARS 11 AND 12
Mathematics B is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 .

Students who have achieved an A or B grade in Year 10 
Mathematics B are encouraged to study Mathematics B in 
Years 11 and 12 . Students who have achieved a C grade in 
Year 10 Mathematics B have the prerequisite knowledge but 
will find the work very challenging.

The topics studied are: Functions, Rates of Change and 
Differential Calculus, Integral Calculus and Applied Statistical 
Analysis .

ASSESSMENT
A system of continuous assessment is used to gather data 
on student performance during the course. The major forms 
of assessment are examinations, assignments, and practical 
investigations. All assessment in Year 11 is for formative 
purposes only .

CAREER OPTIONS
The range of career opportunities requiring these skills is 
rapidly expanding into such areas as, medicine, dentistry, 
physiotherapy, veterinary science, environmental science, 
economics and management, while remaining crucial in such 
fields as the physical sciences, engineering, computer science 
and information technology areas.

MATHEMATICS
MATHEMATICS C
Mathematics C is an authority subject that can only be 
studied in Years 11 and 12. If chosen, it must be studied in 
conjunction with Mathematics B .

Students are given the opportunity to develop their full 
mathematical potential and extend the knowledge acquired 
in Mathematics B. Of importance is the development of 
student thinking skills, as well as student recognition and 
use of mathematical structures and patterns. Opportunities 
are provided for students to appreciate the power of 
mathematics, and to see the role it plays in modelling and 
understanding many aspects of the world’s environment.

PREREQUISITES
Mathematics C is generally selected by students who enjoy 
mathematics, and have obtained an A or B grade in Year 10 
Mathematics B .

The course topics are: Introduction to Groups, Real and 
Complex Number Systems, Matrices and applications, 
Vectors and applications, Calculus, Structures and Patterns, 
Conics and Dynamics .

ASSESSMENT
A system of continuous assessment is used to gather data 
on student performance during the course. The major forms 
of assessment are examinations, assignments, and practical 
investigations. All assessment in Year 11 is for formative 
purposes only .

CAREER OPTIONS
The study of Mathematics C is highly desirable for 
engineering, science (including health fields) and essential 
for the study of tertiary Mathematics as well as science 
and engineering courses at the Australian Defence Force 
Academy (ADFA).
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT  
PROGRAM (PDP)
The Glennie School has long recognised the importance of 
a carefully and thoughtfully developed program of personal 
development . Our program is designed to ensure both 
Middle and Senior School students are able to adequately 
deal with the many and varied challenges of adolescence. 
The personal development of each student as a complete 
person is a key focus of a strong and committed staff who 
seek to maximise student learning and development in this 
core area of curriculum.

When students leave school, it is often the personal 
skills they have developed of self-confidence, motivation, 
discipline and leadership, that enable them to succeed 
in their chosen path. The School’s flexible approach to 
education encourages all students to achieve their personal 
best in many areas, providing recognition and building 
confidence.

The Personal Development Program supports the School’s 
approach to pastoral care and is designed to promote 
the social, ethical, physical, intellectual and emotional 
development of students. 

The goals of the Personal Development Program are to:

• foster a safe, disciplined and supportive learning 
environment where all members of the school 
community are accepted and valued; 

• develop each girl’s ethical behaviour, decision making 
skills, independence and inter-dependence, tolerance, 
respect and community mindedness, social  competence 
communication skills and self-esteem;

• assist girls to become responsible, effective, creative 
and enterprising members of the School and wider 
community .

The program operates under four key themes:

• Relationships and interpersonal skills
• Health
• Future planning
• Study management

The program can also be varied to accommodate the 
identified needs of particular cohorts of students.

YEAR 11
Semester 1 

• Study management, time management, plagiarism, 
library research skills

• Future Pathways: School-based traineeships, TAFE, QCE 
• Personal development: A range of issues as identified by 

the students
Semester 2 

• Personal development: Healthy relationships, family 
patterns, sibling and personal relationships (qualified 
guest speakers discuss domestic violence, sex education, 
contraception, STIs.)

• Drug awareness
• Future Pathways: Guest speakers from the major tertiary 

providers

YEAR 12
Semester 1 

• Queensland Core Skills Test preparation
Semester 2 

• Queensland Core Skills Test preparation 
Preparation for life beyond school by qualified guest 
speakers: for example, Defensive Driving, Road Accident 
Awareness Program (RAAP), electoral enrolment, financial 
planning, drug awareness and other areas of concern as 
requested by students.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
YEAR 11
In Year 11, Religious Education focuses on Ethics. We study 
some of the major ethical issues confronting modern 
society in the area of personal and family relationships. The 
issues covered will be family, marriage and divorce, human 
sexuality, abortion and human fertility–surrogacy, IVF, and 
cloning. The aim of this course is to introduce the students 
to the idea of moral decision making and how we come 
to decisions about many ethical questions - including the 
appraisal of religious ideas.

YEAR 12
In Year 12 Religious Education, we continue looking at ethical 
issues facing our society. The issues discussed are chosen 
from a range of topics including capital punishment, racism, 
apartheid, euthanasia and the concept of a just war. We 
also do a study of religious cults and watch a series of three 
programmes on the historical and archaeological evidence 
for Christianity.

ASSESSMENT
For Years 11 and 12 the lessons are all discussion based and 
there is no formal assessment.

SCIENCES
INTRODUCTION
Science is a human way of constructing meaning out of 
observation. Scientific knowledge is created in the minds 
of people and always involves groups of individuals – 
either working collaboratively, competitively, sequentially 
or in other interactive ways. For this reason, Science is 
communicated through written and spoken words, written 
symbols and examples, modelled metaphors and analogies.

Science has its own complex “language”.

A major aim of the Science curriculum is to encourage 
the development of greater observational skills. These 
skills enable students to construct meaningful working 
environments. Throughout all of the Science courses 
students will be expected to:

• develop sound observational skills .
• develop sound experimental skills.
• develop the ability to effectively communicate these 

skills and knowledge  
• rationalise observations through the application of 

knowledge . This knowledge may be discovered via direct 
observation or by studying the work of scientists who 
have gone before.

To achieve these aims, all courses are designed around 
study, experimentation and application. The scientific 
method of solving problems is of fundamental importance.
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SCIENCES
BIOLOGY
Biology is the study of the natural systems of the living world. 
There are two broad aspects to these natural systems . One 
is concerned with the study of the many different kinds of 
organisms and their interactions with each other and with 
the non-living parts of their environment. The other aspect 
is the study of the internal structure of organisms and the 
processes which maintain life.

The study of Biology provides students with an 
understanding of the ways scientists seek solutions to 
problems pertaining to the living world and how the 
processes of science lead to the discovery of new knowledge. 
It also develops and enhances skills which can be used to 
solve problems arising in students’ everyday experiences.

It helps students understand the workings of their own 
bodies and provides them with an interest in the living world 
around them and an appreciation of their relationships with 
this world. The study of Biology encourages students to 
consider their responsibilities towards their world .

YEARS 11 AND 12
Biology is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . A wide 
variety of interrelated topics are studied. The major areas of 
study include:

Year 11–Semester 1
Cytology 

• Diversity of living things
Year 11–Semester 2

• Diversity of living things 
• Ecology
• Physiology

Year 12–Semester 3
• Physiology
• Reproduction growth and development 

Year 12–Semester 4
• Genetics
• Evolution

ASSESSMENT
A variety of assessment items are used including written 
tasks, extended research tasks and extended experimental 
investigations . The achievement level awarded to each 
student on exit from the course will be based on the fullest 
and latest information about student performance.

CAREER OPTIONS
The study of Biology can lead into a number of careers. The 
fields of medicine, dentistry, veterinary science and nursing 
have a large biological component. However, there are many 
other careers such as food technology, research, teaching, 
biotechnology, genetics, animal husbandry and agriculture in 
which the study of Biology is beneficial.

SCIENCES
CHEMISTRY
Chemistry is the study of the composition of substances 
and the changes that substances undergo . It provides an 
understanding of the material universe and underlies all 
other branches of natural science. The modern chemical 
approach seeks an understanding of natural phenomena at 
an atomic and molecular level .

A study of Chemistry develops analytical thinking, problem-
solving and practical laboratory skills, and it promotes 
investigation, experimentation and research. A knowledge 
of Chemistry can assist students in understanding and 
interpreting many experiences in the everyday world 
and thus can help them to become better informed and 
responsible citizens who can influence the decisions of the 
future. A study of Chemistry also challenges students and 
helps them to be prepared for tertiary level study.

YEARS 11 AND 12
Chemistry is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . The 
course develops using a thematic approach:

Year 11–Semester 1
• What is everything made of? 
• Atoms and moles

Year 11–Semester 2
Water, water everywhere 

• Corrosion
• Rates and heats of reactions and hydrocarbons

Year 12–Semester 3
• Plastics and perfumes
• Redox chemistry  

Year 12–Semester 4
• Rates and heats of reactions
• Equilibrium
• Acids and bases 

ASSESSMENT
Assessment includes supervised assessments, extended 
experimental investigations and extended response tasks. 
Practical research and experimentation is a key focus. 
Performance on the dimensions as outlined in the syllabus 
will be used to determine the achievement level awarded on 
exit.

CAREER OPTIONS
Related career possibilities for Chemistry include science, 
medicine, dentistry, biochemistry, veterinary science, 
radiography, nutrition, engineering, nursing, science 
education, pharmaceuticals and laboratory techniques. The 
majority of careers in science rely on a basic understanding 
of Chemistry.
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SCIENCES
PHYSICS
Physics, in the broadest sense, is the science of the natural 
world. Physicists examine the behaviour and properties of 
matter in a wide variety of contexts. These contexts range 
from the sub-nuclear particles from which all ordinary 
matter is made to the behaviour of the material universe 
as a whole. As a result, Physics is one of the most deeply 
conceptualised sciences, based upon physical ideas. These 
concepts have been developed into predictive theories and 
are often expressed mathematically.

The study of Physics provides students with a means of 
enhancing their understanding of the world around them 
and is a way of achieving useful knowledge and skills related 
to the natural world . The Physics course is designed to give 
students knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the 
fundamental laws of nature. The study of Physics is one of 
the most effective ways to develop scientific thinking–both 
logical and creative .

YEARS 11 AND 12
Physics is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . It is 
developed via a series of contexts and students need to 
achieve good results in Year 10 Science and Mathematics 
before they select this subject.

The contexts are:

Year 11–Semester 1
• Theme park physics
• Physics of sport 

Year 11–Semester 2
• Waves, sound and music
• Light and colour

Year 12–Semester 3
• Atomic theory and Open Investigation
• Electricity and magnetism 

Year 12–Semester 4 
• Time and the calendar
• •Space

ASSESSMENT
A variety of assessment items is used including supervised 
assessment, extended research tasks and extended 
experimental investigations. All assessment in Year 11 is for 
formative purposes only.

CAREER OPTIONS
Physics is highly desirable for engineering and many applied 
science courses. It is also an advantage for tertiary courses 
such as computer science, mathematics, all health related 
fields and all science courses. Physics is a prerequisite for 
veterinary science at some universities .

SCIENCES
SCIENCE21
Science21 is an innovative and realistic way of studying 
Science . It is an interdisciplinary science course that 
encourages students to develop a broad understanding 
of the world in which they live and to challenge inherited 
scientific assumptions.

Students are encouraged to engage in learning through an 
inquiry-focused approach, developing their ability to work 
and think scientifically through real-life experiences, research 
and debate. A student-directed learning approach is central 
to this subject .

YEARS 11 AND 12
Science21 is an Authority subject in Years 11 and 12 and as 
such contributes to a student’s OP . It deals with themes that 
are of intrinsic interest to students.

The themes are: (These units may alternate based upon 
composite cohort)

Year 11–Semester 1
• Resource Use and Exploration for the future  

(Space and/or Sea Floor)
• Forensic science 

Year 11–Semester 2 
• Modern diseases
• Robotics 1

Year 12–Semester 3
• Back to the dinosaur
• Water quality in Toowoomba 

Year 12–Semester 4
• Biotechnology
• Robotics 2

ASSESSMENT
Assessment in this course will form an integral part of the 
inquiries undertaken by students. The underpinning principle 
of assessment in this subject involves holistic judgement of 
students’ work in a variety of assessment methods.

CAREER OPTIONS
Science21 is an OP eligible subject which is accepted by 
universities and other educational institutions . It has a 
place in the education of all senior students irrespective of 
whether they intend entering scientific, technology-based, or 
general careers .
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SOCIAL SCIENCE AND 
BUSINESS
ACCOUNTING
Accounting is the systematic process of recording, reporting, 
analysing and communicating financial data and information 
to decision makers. The discipline of accounting follows a 
set of principles and processes which underpin accounting 
practices implemented by entities . Accounting encompasses 
the successful management of financial resources of 
businesses and individuals .

Rapidly evolving technology is driving the change towards 
a knowledge economy globally . This is having a vast impact 
on financial and accounting practices, resulting in growing 
demand for business advisory and accounting services. The 
knowledge and skills developed in accounting provide the 
building blocks for expanding and understanding the integral 
role of the accounting process in any organisation and 
industry .

The study of accounting enables students to understand the 
processes involved in generating, recording and reporting 
accounting information as a basis for managing the financial 
resources of businesses. Students analyse, interpret and 
synthesise financial data and information to recognise 
patterns and relationships, and to draw conclusions about 
accounting performance. Students create responses to 
communicate their conclusions to internal and external 
parties using business language . 

Critical thinking skills are developed through the use of 
authentic accounting contexts. Evaluating accounting 
practices to make decisions assists students to develop their 
business acumen and understanding of accountability in 
the business world . Problem solving provides students with 
the opportunity to utilise their knowledge of concepts and 
processes to generate solutions to novel and complicated 
accounting situations . Technology is authentically integrated 
to bring about a real world perspective . 

Accounting aims to develop ethical and responsible 
attitudes and values to ensure students make meaningful 
contributions to business and the wider community . As 
a result, acting with integrity and demonstrating ethical 
behaviour underpin the study of Accounting. Completion 
of the Accounting course will enable students to participate 
more effectively and responsibly in a changing business 
environment . 

The study of Accounting will establish a strong foundation 
for further education and employment at various leadership 
levels in a variety of fields including accounting, business, 
law, management, banking, finance, economics and 
commerce. The senior syllabus for Accounting is designed for 
students who have a special interest in business, commerce, 
entrepreneurship and in the personal management of 
financial resources. The study of Accounting prepares 
students for careers of the future, and these may involve 
financial practices and managerial decision making in any 
industry across the globe .

YEARS 11 AND 12
Accounting is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . The 
course is organised with four core units and seven elective 
units. The usual course of study is as follows:

Year 11–Semester 1
• The Accounting Process to Trial Balance (Core 1)
• Preparation of Income Statements and Balance Sheets 

(Core 2)
Year 11–Semester 2

• Accounting for Cash (including Bank Reconciliations) 
(Elective)

• Internal Controls Over Cash, Accounts Receivable, 
Accounts Payable, Inventories and Non-Current Assets 
(Elective)

• Budgeting/ Spreadsheeting (Core 4)
Year 12 - Semester 3

• Accounting for Non-Current Assets (Elective)
• Accrual Accounting - Balance Day Adjustments and 

Accounting Reports (Elective)
• Accounting Package (MYOB) (Core 3)

Year 12–Semester 4
• Analysis and Interpretation of Accounting Reports 

(Elective)
• Cash Flow Statements (Elective)
• Personal Investing and Financing (Elective)

ASSESSMENT
Assessment takes the form of formal examinations in 
theoretical and practical applications . These may occur on 
completion of a unit of work or at the end of a term.

CAREER OPTIONS
Accounting impacts on every aspect of our daily lives and a 
knowledge of Accounting is essential to function effectively 
in the 21st Century . As Accounting is also a compulsory core 
component of a wide variety of university courses, those who 
have studied this subject at school level will have a distinct 
advantage .

Career options available are many and varied, and skills in 
Accounting are in very high demand. With further study, 
possible employment opportunities exist in all business 
sectors . 

Accounting is for everyone!
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SOCIAL SCIENCE AND 
BUSINESS
ANCIENT HISTORY
The Ancient History course aims to give students an active 
interest in the civilisations of the past and the ability to 
develop skills which are directly relevant to their future. 
This is achieved by providing some insight into the beliefs, 
attitudes, customs and ways of life of ancient peoples, as 
well as their political, economic and cultural history.

Students are given a comprehensive picture of a number 
of civilisations, as well as the opportunity to study selected 
topics in depth and thematically . The course introduces 
the students to the activity and the techniques of historical 
inquiry. Ancient History is still an evolving subject using 
scientific research and technology to shed new light on, 
and sometimes reinterpret, existing material. The use of 
computer technology is an important part of historical work. 
Based on evidence, students learn to appreciate that history 
is the study of people and human endeavour and they try 
to understand the things that motivated people to act in a 
particular way in the past . 

The course fosters an understanding of the significant part 
which the past has played in creating the contemporary 
world. The discipline, detail and analysis of evidence 
involved in learning and understanding historical problems 
is valuable training with many practical applications . This 
subject aims to develop the students’ competence in locating 
information or researching, their critical skills of inquiry and 
their communication skills of writing, speaking, listening and 
reading. There are no prerequisites, a student may begin 
the subject at Year 11 if she is enthusiastic and interested in 
learning about human history and why people responded 
the way they did in a range of communities and situations. 
Ancient History is a subject for everyone!

YEARS 11 AND 12
Years 11 and 12 introduces students to the discipline by 
considering how ‘Ancient’ peoples and cultures have had 
a significant impact by shaping human lives for thousands 
of generations. The concept of history comes from a Greek 
word, historia, meaning learning by inquiry and discussion. 
In this course we will investigate key events, conflicts, ideas 
and lives that have defined human endeavour.

Students will also be able to investigate a broad range of 
topics and civilisations in their own research tasks and 
presentations examining the people and issues that have 
defined the Ancient and Mediaeval world. 

Ancient History is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . 
The course is organised thematically around major concepts 
and civilisations which will be under inquiry or investigation. 
There may be some scope for students to negotiate which 
elective they complete in Year 12. There is always scope for 
negotiation of Research Task topics throughout the course. A 
typical program of study is as follows:

Year 11–Semester 1
• Archaeology: landmark sites and finds - This can 

include how modern scientific techniques contribute to 
archaeological knowledge and understanding .

• Pharaonic Power in Ancient Egypt - This involves a study 
of the key aspects of the Egyptian civilisation.

Year 11–Semester 2 

• Civilisation: the Ancient Greeks
Year 12–Semester 3

• Empire: the Ancient Romans 
Year 12–Semester 4

• Ancient and Mediaeval Personalities–the Individual in 
History 

• Ancient religions: What people believed  or 
• Europe in the Middle Ages

ASSESSMENT
In Years 11 and 12 five pieces of assessment will occur over 
the course of each year. Types of assessment may include: 
a research assignment and oral seminar, a short answer/ 
response to stimulus test and an essay question also in 
response to stimulus .

CAREER OPTIONS
People with an Ancient History background and the skills 
and processes developed through this course of study, 
often enter careers as diverse as: computing, banking, 
law, information technology, accountancy, the media, 
management, advertising, museums, libraries, journalism, 
public service, insurance, teaching, academia, the travel and 
leisure industry, publishing, retail, artisans and many others. 
An understanding of human history is helpful in all walks of 
life, so studies in Ancient History are useful even if they are 
not pursued directly any further. The skills and competencies 
are useful in a range of academic disciplines at university 
level, TAFE and in the workplace. The Senior Ancient History 
Virtual Classroom indicates a wide range of careers linked to 
the study of antiquities. 

The research skills of this subject can be applied to virtually 
all areas of endeavour.  Ancient History provides numerous 
opportunities for the development of 21st Century skills with 
students. As a study, Ancient History encourages students 
to become independent, critical thinkers and discerning 
learners with the capacity to express opinions, develop 
structured arguments and arrive at decisions based upon the 
analysis of evidence. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE AND 
BUSINESS
ECONOMICS
Economics is about the behaviour of individuals, households, 
business firms and governments in relation to the 
production and distribution of goods and services. The 
issues covered in Economics revolve around vital questions 
of government policy, including such major problems as 
unemployment, inflation, industrial relations, technological 
change, economic growth and the use of natural resources, 
international trade and aid, globalisation, foreign debt 
and foreign investment, protection of domestic industries, 
taxation and the distribution of income and wealth. Students 
of Economics become aware of the overall workings of our 
economy and of how decisions made by governments will 
affect the economy and ultimately our standard of living.

Studying Economics gives students a better understanding 
of the world in which they live. There are very few social or 
political issues which are not related to Economics and it 
is not possible to think about solutions to such issues, or 
even understand them adequately, without a grasp of their 
economic dimension. As citizens we are required to vote for 
various political parties which have definite policies to be 
implemented when they are in power . We are better citizens 
and more informed voters if we can analyse the various 
arguments that are advanced by politicians in favour of their 
policies .

YEARS 11 AND 12
Economics is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . The 
course is organised with core and elective units . One core 
unit is studied in each semester, together with one or two 
electives. In some cases, it may be possible for students to 
negotiate which elective units they complete . A typical course 
of study is as follows:

Year 11–Semester 1 
• Core Unit 1–Markets and Models
• Elective Unit 9–Environment 

Year 11–Semester 2
• Core Unit 2–Contemporary Microeconomic Issues
• Elective Unit 8–Population
• Elective Unit 4–Industry and Market Concentration

Year 12–Semester 3
• Elective Unit 7–Income and Expenditure Analysis
• Core Unit 3–Contemporary Economic Management

Year 12–Semester 4
• Core Unit 4–International Economics
• Elective Unit 3–Globalisation and Trade

ASSESSMENT
A variety of assessment items will be used, including short 
response tests, essay tests and inquiry-based research 
assignments reported in both oral and written form. One 
research assignment only will be completed each semester, 
and in most semesters students are encouraged to negotiate 
the subject matter and due date for their assignment. All 
assessment in Year 11 is for formative purposes only.

CAREER OPTIONS
An understanding of basic economic principles is useful in all 
walks of life, so studies in Economics are useful even if they 
are not pursued any further. Many university courses require 
students to complete at least one unit of Economics. Those 
students who have studied Economics at school will find 
that they have a distinct advantage over those who have not 
previously studied the subject .

Studying Economics at school or university level is useful for 
a career in business, finance, banking, journalism, teaching, 
commerce, law, media, politics, social welfare, human 
resources, advertising, marketing and in many other fields.
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SOCIAL SCIENCE AND 
BUSINESS
GEOGRAPHY
Geography is an essential part of a modern citizen’s 
education. It involves the environment, the way the planet 
works, and human interactions with this environment. 
This interaction has become ever more pertinent due 
to globalisation, the rise of transnational corporations, 
changing climate and resource scarcity .

Geography’s contributions also lie in the content, cognitive 
processes, skills and values that Geography can promote to 
help students better explore, understand and evaluate the 
spatial and ecological dimensions of the world.

To meet the challenges of the future, geographically 
informed citizens should be able to understand the many 
interdependent spheres in which they live, and make 
informed judgments to improve their community state, 
country and world .

Geography is an inquiry-based subject in which students 
investigate issues using key geographical questions such as: 

• What and where are the issues or patterns being 
studied?

• How and why do these issues or patterns develop?
• What are the impacts of these issues and patterns?
• What is being done or could be done to sustainably 

manage these impacts?

YEARS 11 AND 12
Geography is an Authority subject in Years 11 and 12 . The 
course of study is constructed around four themes which 
cover physical, social, economic and environmental studies.  
Each theme has 2 focus units. Students investigate one 
theme each semester through Years 11 and 12 .

These include:

• Managing the Natural Environment: Responding to 
Natural Hazards, Catchment Management

• Social Environments: Sustaining Rural and Urban 
Communities, Connecting People and Places

• Resources and the Environment: Coal and CSG elective 
unit, Sustaining Biodiversity

• People and Development: Feeding the World’s People, 
Geography of Disease

ASSESSMENT
Students demonstrate their knowledge and skills through a 
range of assessment pieces which include:

• Written reports
• Data responses
• Practicals 
• Stimulus response essays
• Non-written responses 
• Short response tests
• Year 11 assessment is for formative purposes only.

To achieve an exit result at the end of Year 12, a student 
must have completed a minimum of 5 assessment pieces 
which include at least one of each of the following: written 
report, practical, stimulus response essay and two short 
response tests .  

CAREER OPTIONS
Geography provides numerous opportunities for the 
development of 21st Century skills with students. Through 
the use of Geographic Information Systems and global 
positioning technologies, students explore real world, 
contemporary problems and situations . Geography as 
a study encourages students to become independent, 
critical thinkers and discerning learners with the capacity to 
express opinions, develop structured arguments and arrive 
at decisions for action which have been assessed for their 
validity and relevance . 

As such, the skills of Geography open up many future 
employment opportunities both in government and 
private sectors. For example,  some occupations include 
town planning, environmental science,  environmental 
management, disaster coordination, project management, 
aid organisations and agencies, teaching, diplomatic service 
and the like .
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SOCIAL SCIENCE AND 
BUSINESS
LEGAL STUDIES
Legal Studies is about understanding the Australian legal 
system and how it affects basic rights, obligations and 
responsibilities . 

Individuals and groups in Australian society are faced with 
many significant legal and social issues. To deal with these 
issues, people need to understand their legal rights and 
responsibilities . They need to be able to access the Australian 
legal system and investigate how it affects their basic rights, 
obligations and responsibilities. Informed citizens are 
better able to constructively question and contribute to the 
improvement of laws and legal processes.

In Legal Studies, students develop an understanding of 
the ways in which the legal system can affect the lives of 
Australian citizens. By examining historical and social factors 
that have led society to create a legal system, students 
develop knowledge and understanding of the frameworks 
which regulate and shape our society . By analysing 
Australian and international legal systems, students consider 
the impacts that legal decisions can have on Australian 
society and how diverse groups influence and are influenced 
by the legal system . 

Legal Studies enables students to have confidence in 
approaching and accessing the legal system and provides 
them with a better appreciation of the relationship between 
social and legal structures. Through inquiry, analysis, 
examination and problem solving, students can make 
decisions which may benefit themselves and the community 
now and in the future. The immediate relevance of Legal 
Studies to students’ lives should promote and motivate 
students to make constructive judgments and informed 
commentaries on the law, its system and processes, from 
practical and critical social perspectives. Students examine 
and justify their own opinions and attitudes to legal 
and social issues needing resolution, preparing them to 
participate in society as active and informed citizens. 

YEARS 11 AND 12
Legal Studies is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . The 
course involves four core areas of study: 

• the legal system
• criminal law
• introduction to civil obligations
• human rights/international law
• In addition, students will investigate several of these 

possible elective areas of study:
• civil wrongs (torts) and the law
• employment and the law
• environment and the law
• family and the law
• housing and the law
• Indigenous Australians and the law
• sport and the law
• technology and the law

ASSESSMENT
In Legal Studies, assessment instruments include extended 
responses (including an independent inquiry) and 
examinations. An independent inquiry involves undertaking 
an independent, self-directed, in depth investigation of 
a topical legal issue facing Australian society. Extended 
responses include responses to research or stimulus 
materials, such as legal case studies, legislation, essays, 
articles, speeches or presentations. Examinations may be 
extended response tests or short response tests, which 
include short answer responses .

CAREER OPTIONS
A course of study in Legal Studies can open a door to 
further education and employment in the fields of law, 
law enforcement, criminology, justice studies, social work, 
government, corrective services, business, education, 
economics and politics .
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SOCIAL SCIENCE AND 
BUSINESS 
MODERN HISTORY
Through the study of Modern History, we can understand 
why our modern world is the way it is . We can understand 
the processes of change and continuity that have shaped 
today’s world, their causes, and the roles people have played 
in those processes . We can understand that there are 
relationships between our needs and interests and a range 
of historical issues, people and events. We develop these 
understandings through processes of critical inquiry, debate 
and reflection, and through empathetic engagement with the 
standpoint of others.

In the Modern History course, there is a special focus on 
values. We will investigate different values, examine their 
origins and study their impact on human affairs. We will 
decide which values might guide us in building a more 
democratic, just and ecologically sustainable world for all 
people .

In our everyday lives, including in our work, we need 
to understand situations, place them in a long-term 
perspective, identify causes of change and continuity, 
acknowledge the perspectives of others, develop personal 
values, make judgments and reflect on our decisions. These 
are the skills developed in a study of Modern History. We 
also need the communication skills that are developed and 
practised in all phases of historical study. Studying Modern 
History helps us live more effectively as global citizens. To 
live purposefully, ethically and happily with others, we must 
be able to make wise decisions . Studying history can help us 
develop the knowledge, skills and values needed to make 
those decisions .

YEARS 11 AND 12
Modern History is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . 
The course is comprised of nine inquiry topics:

• Russia and the Soviet Union 1917–1941
• The emergence of Nazi Germany
• Cold War Conflicts
• Indigenous Australians’ struggle for Equality and Justice 
• Western Intrusion in China & Japan
• The Arab Israeli Conflict
• American Imperialism post-1945
• The concept of the “Great Person” in History

ASSESSMENT
Assessment in Modern History is school-based and 
continuous . It is designed to enable students to demonstrate 
a broad range of competencies, all of which have valuable 
application to the adult world . Assessment will comprise 
objective short-response tests, essay tests, research 
assignments, response to stimulus tests using primary and 
secondary source materials and multi-modal presentations.

CAREER OPTIONS
Many professions and occupations value people who have 
the ability to develop and express reasoned opinion. The 
study of Modern History helps develop these important 
attributes . Studies in Modern History may help students gain 
employment in advertising, journalism, public relations, the 
public service, teaching, and the travel industry, and research 
work in a variety of fields such as economics, geography, 
politics and industrial relations .
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TECHNOLOGIES
BUSINESS
Students will be enrolled in Certificate III in Business, a 
nationally accredited Qualification as part of the ASQA 
(Australian Skills Quality Authority) Framework. This course 
will equip you with the skills and training to utilise essential 
business technology and systems . This course will give 
you an understanding of workplace procedures; including 
workplace health and safety processes, financial record 
keeping, monitoring and maintaining resource usage and 
skills to write business documents .

This qualification awards students 8 credit points towards 
the QCE, upon successful completion.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment consists mainly of practical activities developed 
to give holistic assessment of skills and knowledge in 
simulated work scenarios of industry or workplace. Some 
short response written tasks as well as observation and 
questioning will comprise the assessment techniques used 
to demonstrate competence .

CAREER OPTIONS
This subject aims to provide introductory knowledge 
and skills required to begin a career in industries that 
utilise information technology. The skills, attitudes and 
knowledge acquired will assist students to gain employment 
in Information Technology Support, Computer Sales and 
Installation, ICT Reception and Junior Helpdesk roles. And for 
Business; Administration Assistant, Clerical Work, Data Entry, 
Information Desk roles, Office Reception as well as prepare 
them for future studies.

This qualification reflects the varied roles of individuals 
across different industry sectors who apply a broad range of 
competencies using some discretion, judgment and relevant 
theoretical knowledge . They may provide technical advice 
and support to a team .

• Customer service adviser
• Data entry operator
• General clerk
• Payroll officer
• Typist
• Word processing operator

A pathway is the route or course of action taken to get to a 
destination. Qualifications can be achieved in various ways, 
including:

• off-the-job training, e.g. attending classroom-based 
learning programs

• on-the-job training, e.g. apprenticeships, traineeships
• recognition of prior learning
• credit transfer

CERTIFICATE III IN BUSINESS
To attain BSB30115 Certificate III in Business, the following 
12 units must be completed successfully:

Core Units
BSBWHS302  Apply knowledge of WHS legislation in 

the workplace
Elective Units

BSBFLM311  Support a workplace learning 
environment

BSBITU302  Create electronic presentations
BSBITU303  Design and produce text documents
BSBITU304  Produce spreadsheets
BSBITU306  Design and produce business documents
BSBITU309  Produce desktop published documents
BSBPRO301  Recommend products and services
BSBWOR301  Organise personal work priorities and 

development
BSBWRT301  Write simple documents

Imported Electives
BSBITU307  Develop keyboarding speed and accuracy
ICTWEB201  Use social media tools for collaboration 

and engagement
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TECHNOLOGIES
HOME ECONOMICS
Home Economics offers students opportunities to discover 
and further develop critical and creative capabilities that 
enhance individual and family wellbeing. In turn, these 
attributes can be used in students’ personal and professional 
lives, informing their future decisions and actions. 

A central premise of Home Economics is that today’s 
actions and attitudes determine present and future 
welfare, security, and happiness of individuals, families and 
communities . Home Economics is concerned with developing 
deep understandings about the reciprocal impacts that 
capabilities, choices and priorities – of individuals, families, 
government and non-government organisations and local 
and global communities – have on each other’s wellbeing 
through three areas of study: 

• Individuals, families and communities 
• Nutrition and food 
• Textiles and fashion. 

Each area of study is underpinned by broad understandings 
that guide a course of study. 

These broad understandings are that: 

• the wellbeing of individuals, families and communities is 
explored through various points of view 

• purposeful and informed decision making and action as 
citizens and consumers will help bring desired results 

• a range of practical skills is essential for resourceful, 
creative and innovative design and production . 

There will be six units of which two will be substantial units 
of work – one in Year 11 and one in Year 12. These permit 
depth and sophistication of understanding and increased 
complexity across the areas of study. 

The units include:

• Textiles for modern living
• Food and the Consumer
• Individuals, Families and communities
• Nutrition and Health
• Fashion and Clothing
• Living Environments

Home Economics uses an inquiry approach to investigate 
issues and design challenges that are related to individual 
and family wellbeing in the context of maintaining healthy 
and sustainable local and global communities . Students will 
develop their reasoning skills through thinking critically and 
creatively by analysing, synthesising, evaluating and justifying 
the issue or design challenge relevant to the wellbeing 
of individuals, families and communities. Using collective 
points of view such as social/cultural, historical, political/
legal, technological, ethical, economic and environmental, 
students will be able to develop the skills of research and 
investigation needed for the critical and informed reasoning 
of a range of issues. In a design challenge or practical task 
students will use the processes of planning and managing 
resources, exploring, using, developing and refining skills to 
create a product that meets the intended purpose in both 
food and textile contexts. Reflection in all stages of planning 
and production will be used to determine and justify the 
effectiveness of actions. 

ASSESSMENT
Assessment in Home Economics enables students to 
demonstrate achievement in the three dimensions of:  

• Knowledge and understanding
• Reasoning and communicating processes
• Practical performance.
• To determine a student’s level of achievement, the 

following techniques will be used:
• Supervised written assessment
• Research assessment
• Product assessment .

CAREER OPTIONS
Home Economists educate, inform and advise 
government, industry and the community. Their advice 
can help individuals make better lifestyle choices. Career 
opportunities are available in community and education 
agencies such as health, families, housing and community 
services as well as in industries related to design, fashion, 
textiles and food. 
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TECHNOLOGIES
HOSPITALITY
Hospitality is a two year subject, during which students have 
the opportunity to complete a Certificate II in Hospitality 
qualification. Additionally, students with a particular career 
focus on the Hospitality industry may choose to progress 
into the Certificate III qualification during year 12. These 
nationally recognised qualifications do not contribute to 
a student’s OP but do contribute to their QCE. If not all 
units are completed, students will receive Statements of 
Attainment for units which have been completed.

The emphasis in this course is on the acquisition and 
development of practical skills, with students being assessed 
on competency in food and beverage preparation and 
service . The vocational units are assessed in partnership 
with an external registered training company (RTO). Students 
will also be required to maintain a work diary to document 
their own learning progress and participation throughout the 
course .  

Skill development occurs through a dynamic training-
assessment process, where the focus is on authentic delivery 
of food and beverage service. Learning activities are centred 
around Cafe G, lunchtime cafes, in-class events and functions 
which occur outside school hours.  Accordingly, there is a 
significant requirement for students to participate in food 
and beverage service events which frequently fall outside 
the ‘normal’ class schedule, and students enrolling in this 
certificate are required to demonstrate a commitment to 
participation in these events . 

The practical, hands-on tasks will enrich student 
understanding of the theory within the Certificate II units, 
and is required for successful completion of specific units 
within the qualification. 

The core units within this qualification are:

SITHIND002 Source and use information on the 
hospitality industry

SITHIND003 Use hospitality skills effectively
SITXCCS003 Interact with customers
SITXWHS001 Participate in safe work practices
BSBWOR203 Work effectively with others
SITXFSA001 Use hygienic practices for food safety
SITXCOM002 Show social and cultural sensitivity

The following elective units will be undertaken:

SITHFAB004 Prepare and serve non-alcoholic 
beverages

SITHFAB002 Provide responsible service of alcohol
SITHCCC002  Prepare simple dishes
SITHFAB005  Prepare and serve espresso coffee

A four day off-campus training activity will also see students 
complete the following units: 

SITHFAB003 Operate a bar
SITHFAB001 Clean and Tidy Bar

Students in Year 12 wishing to progress to completing the 
Certificate III in Hospitality qualification will also undertake 
the following additional units, for which fee for service 
payment will be required: 

SIXTCCS006 Provide service to customers
SITHIND004 Work effectively in Hospitality service
SITXHRM001 Coach others in Job skills

ASSESSMENT
A system of ‘evidence-gathering’ is used to collect 
information on each student’s ability to demonstrate 
practical skills and understanding of the underpinning 
concepts of each unit. Information may be gathered by:

• observation of practical activities and role-plays
• workplace supervisor’s reports
• completion of workbooks
• questions (written or verbal)
• student reports on activities, events, and group work

CAREER OPTIONS
Hospitality qualifications can lead to a career in the 
Hospitality or Tourism sectors, and can also improve 
students’ chances of gaining employment while completing 
further study. However, many interpersonal and work skills 
developed in this course are integral to success in any career 
field. Goals for students within the National Vocational 
Education framework include:

• increased self-confidence
• responsible attitude to safety, health and well-being of 

self and others
• ability to communicate effectively in a diverse social 

environment
• teamwork, co-operative planning and problem solving
• empathy and understanding of social justice and cultural 

diversity issues
• awareness of ethical and responsible attitudes within the 

work environment
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TECHNOLOGIES
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  
The information technology industry has been identified as a 
growth and priority area by state and federal governments, 
evidenced than the ‘T’ in STEM . It is an area characterised 
by frequent and rapid change and presents particular 
challenges for Australian society, not the least of which is 
the need for responsiveness to emerging technologies and 
trends. Information Technology Systems seeks to prepare 
students to meet this rapid change as well as understand 
specialist and technical aspects of the area. It also provides 
students with the opportunity to develop skills for related 
areas of employment seeking qualified information 
technology workers .

YEARS 11 AND 12: INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS
Information Technology Systems (ITS) is an Authority 
subject in Years 11 and 12 . It is a practical discipline which 
prepares students to respond to emerging technologies 
and information technology (IT) trends. Students develop 
the knowledge of, and skills in, the systems supporting IT. 
Systems range from those supporting the development 
of information, such as documents or websites, to those 
supporting technology, such as computers or networks.

Information Technology Systems prepares students to 
cope with, and harness to their advantage, the changes and 
significant opportunities associated with IT. This subject may 
lead to employment in such areas as IT support, graphic and 
multimedia manipulation, or tertiary study in the fields of 
multimedia design, games design, website design, animation 
and app development .

Successful completion of the course gives students up to 4 
credit points towards the QCE .

Students of Information Technology Systems engage in a 
variety of practical learning experiences in a mostly project-
based course of study. Students will:

• design, develop and evaluate apps for smartphones
• design, implement, test, evaluate and write 

documentation for computer games
• participate in class discussions, role-plays, dilemmas and 

scenarios
• design, develop and evaluate software to meet client 

requirements
• design, develop and evaluate 3D modeling for animation
• design, develop and evaluate web sites using HTML and 

CSS 
• design, develop and evaluate interactive web projects, 

using Javascript
• design, develop and evaluate 3D modeling and 3D 

printing
• undertake case studies to solve real IT problems

ASSESSMENT
Students are assessed against standards described in terms 
of:

• knowledge and communication
• design and development
• implementation and evaluation

Assessment techniques include minor and major projects, 
short and/or extended responses, tutorial creation and 
practical exercises. Multimodal presentations such as 
pitching of concepts may also be used.

CAREER OPTIONS
The skills learnt from this course are valuable in a range 
of further education and career options. The School’s 
implementation of this subject can lead students to software 
support roles in information technology as well as careers 
in graphic design, web and print design and publishing, 
multimedia authoring, game design, app development, 
engineering and computer science .
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THE ARTS
MUSIC
Music, like the other arts, has always been an integral part 
of life. The study of music develops creativity, which goes 
hand in hand with fostering self-discipline, concentration, 
listening skills and fine-motor skills. It will help students 
develop important interpersonal skills as well as a sense 
of responsibility and teamwork and lead to an informed 
awareness of the world at large. Other benefits may include 
improved language and mathematical abilities, development 
of analytical skills and enhanced self-esteem.

YEARS 11 AND 12
Music is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . It seeks 
to extend students in order to allow for the development 
of their skills in musicianship. Students are encouraged to 
explore the use of the musical elements within a variety of 
contexts, styles and genres. Some of the units studied in 
the course may include: Program music, World Music, 21st 
Century Music, Film Music, Australian Music, Dance Music 
and Love and Loss .  

ASSESSMENT
In Years 11 and 12, Music seeks to develop a broad and 
integrated understanding of music. It is studied through the 
three dimensions of Musicology, Composing and Performing 
which all incorporate higher-order thinking skills and 
expressive responses, assessed through a variety of methods 
such as:

• Musicology: Written Visual and Aural Analysis 
examinations, Research Assignments, Multimedia 
Presentations .

• Composing: Musical Compositions – one per semester . 
They may be composed using such software programs 
as Noteflight or Sony Acid.

• Performing: Performances of vocal  and/or instrumental 
pieces as a soloist or as part of an ensemble (own choice)

CAREER OPTIONS
Career opportunities arising from studies in Music include 
not only tertiary courses or professional careers in music, 
but also early childhood or primary teaching, secondary 
teaching (visual and performing arts), arts administration, 
music therapy, radio and television work, library work, sound 
recording, advertising and the music retail industry. Full or 
part-time work in bands, orchestras, ensembles, musicals, 
operas and choirs is both enjoyable and profitable for 
competent musicians .

THE ARTS
MUSIC EXTENSION 
(YEAR 12 ONLY) 

PERFORMANCE / COMPOSITION / MUSICOLOGY
Music Extension is an Authority Subject. It aims to 
provide students who have already exhibited expertise 
in Music Performance, Composition or Musicology, with 
the opportunity to further develop skills in one of these 
dimensions. Students who wish to study one of these 
specialisations, must continue with the parent subject, Music, 
in Year 12 .

Students choosing the Performance specialisation, select 
repertoire and create an expressive performance that 
engages with an audience, in the style or genre that allows 
them to best display their emerging skills as a performer. 
There is no set technical standard as a prerequisite for this 
specialisation. Performances may include a concert recital, 
a rock concert, or a musical video clip. Students may elect to 
sing, play an instrument or conduct. They may perform as 
soloists, as part of an ensemble, or as an accompanist.

In the Music Extension syllabus, students choosing the 
Composition specialisation create, in score or sound 
recorded format, their own personal expressions through 
original treatment of musical elements. Students may 
explore, follow or break composing conventions. 

Specialisation in Musicology develops from analysing 
repertoire, but moves beyond this to explore, in greater 
depth, the complex relationships between deconstructed 
music and the concepts of context, genre, style, impact 
and socio-cultural perspectives. The range of fields within 
Musicology are: Historical Musicology, Ethnomusicology, 
Philosophy of Music, Psychology of Music, and Acoustics. 

Students may replace one of their existing elective subjects 
(not English or Mathematics) with Music Extension, or take 
it as a seventh subject. For this reason, class time will be 
scheduled outside school hours (usually Monday afternoons 
from 3:30pm to 5:00pm).

ASSESSMENT
Each student undertaking this subject will complete an 
Investigation task in Semester 1 . This task is designed to 
allow exploration of an area relating to their specialisation.  
As well as this, students will present a Realising task in their 
specialisation mid year - a Performance, a Composition or 
an essay for Musicology specialists.  In semester 2, another 
Realising task will be presented within the specialisation 
- this task will take the form of a more substantial work. 
This may include a public concert of compositions and 
performances.
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THE ARTS
VISUAL ART
Visual Art prepares young people for a future in the 
workforce by requiring them to seek creative solutions 
to complex design problems, think divergently and use 
higher order learning skills to articulate an informed and 
individualised aesthetic (style/expression). At a time when 
creativity is sought by industry, visual art significantly 
contributes to the design and manufacture of images and 
objects needed for living. Artists, designers and craftspeople 
reflect identity and document culture through persuasive 
and inventive ideas .

Visual communication is the most dominant mode in a 
mediatised world, and young people need to make sense of 
it and be discriminating .

Visual Art uses an inquiry learning model, enabling 
multimodal thinking and individual responses through 
researching, developing, resolving and reflecting. Through 
making and appraising, resolution and display of artworks, 
students understand and acknowledge the role of visual 
art and the contributions of visual artists, designers and 
craftspeople. 

In making artworks, students define and solve visual 
problems by using visual language and expression, 
experimenting and applying media to communicate 
thoughts, feelings, ideas, experiences and observations. In 
appraising artworks, students investigate artistic expression 
and critically analyse artworks within diverse contexts. 

YEARS 11 AND 12
Visual Art is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . Through 
the units of the conceptual framework of the Senior Art 
program, students carry out research by reacting to a variety 
of stimuli, develop solutions to art problems and resolving 
individual ideas by communicating in visual, written and 
spoken forms. They resolve aesthetic, sociological, cultural, 
ideological, historical, technological, environmental and 
economic problems related to art in imaginative, analytical 
and reflective ways.

Year 11 is a formative year during which, with teacher 
direction, students focus on prescribed concepts and work 
with a wide variety of media, techniques and processes 
which may include drawing, painting printmaking, sculpture, 
photography, and electronic imaging. They acquire the skills 
and knowledge necessary for the production and appraisal 
of artworks. This formative year prepares students for the 
self-directed learning experiences they will encounter in Year 
12 .

In Year 12 students work independently on prescribed 
concepts for which they revise their own personal focuses. 
They will be expected to build on the conceptual framework 
developed in Year 11 and to respond to, explore and resolve 
more complex visual stimuli and problems, and they should 
begin to develop an increasingly personal and selective style 
and aesthetic .

ASSESSMENT
Year 11 assessment is formative. Students are expected to 
complete two minor folios and a formative body of work, 
each consisting of resolved, semi-resolved and experimental 
work, a visual journal showing evidence of research and 
reflection, as well as a short writing task and two extended 
writing tasks .  

Year 12 assessment is summative. Students are expected to 
complete two Bodies of Work, each consisting of resolved, 
semi-resolved and experimental work, a Visual Journal 
showing evidence of research and reflection and two 
Extended Writing Tasks.

CAREER OPTIONS  
Further studies in the visual arts at tertiary institutions 
can lead to or benefit professions and careers such as: 
industrial, graphic, textile, fashion, product, environmental, 
interior and theatrical design, teaching, art gallery owner, 
director, curator or guide, art valuer, museum technician, 
archaeologist, cartoonist, illustrator, art restorer, 
photographer, film maker, visual effects artist, computer 
program designer; occupational therapist, social worker, 
teacher aide, governess, and many others.
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THE ARTS
VISUAL ARTS IN PRACTICE
Through the encouragement of creative expression, Visual 
Arts in Practice focuses on the practical and technical aspects 
of art. Using a range of art materials and processes the 
subject has been designed for students who enjoy making 
art works and want to further their understanding of art and 
craft making. 

Visual Arts in Practice requires the student to practice 
responsible and safe working practices. Instilling 
independent work habits and teamwork, Visual Arts in 
Practice creates opportunities to participate in a market 
or expo stall to sell artworks by covering basic marketing, 
pricing and advertising in a small business unit . 

In making art works, students define and solve visual 
problems using visual language and expression, 
experimenting and applying media to communicate their 
feelings, ideas, experiences and observations. Students will 
fulfil the requirements of the subject through three criteria 
standards; Knowing and Understanding, Applying and 
Analysing and Creating and Evaluating .

YEARS 11 AND 12
Visual Arts in Practice is a non-OP subject in Years 11 and 
12 . The units in the Visual Arts in Practice program develop 
the student’s technical abilities and allows them to become 
involved in community projects as well as resolve artworks 
and develop solutions to art making problems, whilst 
communicating knowledge through their Visual Journals 
and theoretical booklets. Students explore and apply the 
materials, technologies and techniques used in art-making 
both individually and in groups to express ideas that serve 
particular purposes

ASSESSMENT
Year 11 assessment is formative. Students are expected 
to complete four units of work throughout the year, 
experimenting with a variety of media.

Year 12 assessment is summative. Students are expected 
to complete four units of work throughout the year, 
experimenting with a variety of media and finally students 
create a business plan, marketing one of the resolved works 
they have completed over the course of study.

CAREER OPTIONS
Visual Arts studies can assist and lead to additional study 
for professions and careers in the fields of; design, styling, 
decorating, illustrating, drafting, visual merchandising, 
make-up artistry, advertising, game design, photography, 
animation or ceramics and many others .

THE ARTS
DRAMA
Drama is an Authority Subject in Years 11 and 12 . Senior 
Drama students undertake a journey of physical, emotional 
and intellectual discovery through exploration of both their 
‘real’ and drama ‘represented’ lives as individuals, as part 
of the Australian community, and as part of humanity. The 
Senior Drama program aims to equip students with critical, 
social and cultural skills and knowledge that will enrich their 
future life experiences, while also developing creativity and 
intellectual flexibility.

ASSESSMENT
The dimensions of forming, presenting and responding form 
the basis for assessment in Drama. Students will be given the 
opportunity to demonstrate their ability in devising drama 
through script-writing, creating a concept and directing; 
presenting drama through developing acting techniques, 
including the management of the scenography appropriate 
to various styles of drama and theatre; and evaluating 
dramatic forms through performance evaluation and text 
analysis .

CAREER OPTIONS
Actor, director, script writer, dramaturg, stage manager, 
technical production assistant, arts administrator, theatre 
employee, teacher, news presenter, public relations, 
journalism, advertising.
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Cricos 00496D
ANGLICAN • GIRLS K–12 • DAY • BOARDING

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

AQTF Australian Quality Training Framework 

Authority subject A subject usually studied in Years 11 and 12 which is overseen by the 
Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority and which contributes 
towards the calculation of an Overall Position

Authority-registered subject A subject usually studied in Years 11 and 12 which is overseen by the 
Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority but does not contribute 
towards the calculation of an Overall Position 

Formative Assessment work that does not contribute to the Exit Level of Achievement 
in a subject (usually assessment completed in Year 11)

IDMT  Information and Digital Media and Technology

MYOB  Mind Your Own Business – an Accounting software package

Non-OP  A course that does not contribute to an Overall Position score (usually an 
Authority-registered subject)

OHS  Occupational health and safety

OP  Overall Position – a ranking from 1 (top) to 25 (bottom) based on results in 
Authority Subjects, used for allocating university places

PDP  Personal Development Program

QCAA Queensland Curriculum Assessment Authority

QCE  Queensland Certificate of Education

QTAC  Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre – manages the admissions process 
to universities in Queensland

RTO Registered Training Organisation

SAS  Subject Area Syllabus – the starting point for the development of a course 
in an Authority-registered subject

SET Plan  Senior Education and Training Plan – completed in Year 10

Summative  Assessment work that contributes to the Exit Level of Achievement in a 
subject (usually assessment completed in Year 12)

TAFE  Technical and Further Education

VET  Vocational education and training


