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On Sunday February 12th, Alice Springs inducted new 
Lead Pastor Rod Holmes. Rod has pastored Baptist and 
Church of Christ churches in rural WA as well as teaching 
secondary school science before taking up this role. Rod 
is passionate about preaching, prayer, equipping and 
indigenous ministries and is no stranger to the challenges 
and opportunities of rural and remote ministry.

The church also formally welcomed new Youth Pastor 
Gavin Brown, previously of Crossway Baptist in Melbourne. 
Together these new pastors join Associate Pastor Nigel Lyons 
who has acted as sole pastor of this large congregation for 
over a year.

The wider movement was represented by Baptist Union 
NT President, Bruce Clow, and Baptist Churches SA Church 
Development Facilitator, Andrew Turner, who preached from 
Acts 3, encouraging Rod and the church to be seen, to be 
generous with the Spirit of God and to be pointing people 
to Jesus. Pray for Rod, Nigel and Gavin and their leadership 
team and congregation as they commence this exciting new 
season of ministry in such a unique and significant town in 
central Australia.

Induction Service

Rod Holmes
Alice Springs Baptist Church

Alice Spring Baptist Church  leaders pray for Rod and Nerida Holmes

BUNT 
President 
Bruce Clow 
prays for 
pastors Rod 
Holmes, Gavin 
Brown, Nigel 
Lyons and 
their spouses

Ordination Service
Dale Green
Sunday 5 February was a day of celebration and worship for 
Edwardstown Baptist Church as visitors and friends came together for 
the ordination of Dale Green.  President Jason Hoet led the formal Act 
of Ordination on behalf of Baptist Churches of SA and Mike Mills, State 
Executive Minister gave the message.

Congratulations Dale.

Dale Green

Jason Hoet & 
Dale Green 

Ordination Service
David Chambers
The ordination of David Chambers at the Hallett Cove Baptist Church 
was a joyful event celebrated on Sunday 12 February.  President Jason 
Hoet led the formal act of Ordination and gave the message.  Rev Dr 
Melinda Cousins spoke on behalf of Baptist Churches of SA.

The scarf over David’s shoulder (see photo above) was made by Janet 
from Hallett Cove’s Children’s and English learning programs.  It has 
the images of 120 hands of people from the church and those who 
participate in their craft programs, Op Shop and Baptist Care office. It 
symbolises the laying on of hands by those people.

Congratulations David.
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Jason Hoet, 
President

Become a 
mystery 
worshipper

Trinity Baptist Church was buzzing on Sunday Feb 5th for the Induction 
Service of new Associate Pastor, Rev Chelsea Russack. Existing church 
members of Trinity were joined by representatives from Holdfast Baptist 
and H2One as well as family and friends of Chelsea’s to celebrate this day. 
Lead Pastor Scott Berry led the induction time and explained the journey of 
calling Chelsea to this role at Trinity Baptist. He articulated his great respect 
for Chelsea and called the church to treat her accordingly. Chelsea responded 
with thanks for the support she had received so far and acknowledged 
her anticipation of joining in with the growth that Trinity Baptist has been 
having in recent times. The congregation prayed for Chelsea in her role as 
well as for husband Hamish Russack and son Patrick.

Chelsea demonstrated her easy rapport with children in the kids talk as well 
as leading the whole congregation in a time of communion. Scott preached 
from Romans 8 encouraging Chelsea (and all present) to understand 
ourselves first and foremost as a child of God. After the service many stayed 
on for a bountiful lunch graciously provided by some of the families of TBC.

Induction Service

Chelsea Russack
Trinity Baptist Church

I visit many churches, probably more than 
most. I have been to all kinds, large and small, 
formal and relaxed, Baptist and not Baptist 
(that’s how we see the world isn’t it?). As a 
follower of Jesus, I am familiar with the book, 
words, and customs. I can feel at home. But 
in a practical sense, I am not at home. I don’t 
necessarily know anyone. What happens from 
the time I walk into the church building until I 
leave can be all new. I am a visitor.

Visitors have the insight of the first 
impression. They see us in ways we have 
stopped seeing ourselves. It is an important 
gift we should take more advantage of. In 

commercial industries, they use ‘mystery 
shoppers’, regular people who visit businesses 
to report back on customer service. Website 
‘Ship of Fools’ offers a similar service, ‘mystery 
worshipper’. Maybe I should enroll to become 
one.

For what it is worth here are my two 
headlines. First, churches struggle to 
welcome. A friend of mine shared how he 
waited in the post-service fellowship area 
of a church. He counted twelve people who 
walked past him without eye contact or hello. 
I have found this experience too common. 
Regularly there is too little welcome from 
the entrance to exit. I don’t mind as I am 
an extrovert. I do know most people mind. 
The challenge is this is not just because the 
welcome team missed a new person. I think 
congregations haven’t cultivated a culture 
of hospitality. This is normal in the secular 
world. It shouldn’t be normal within a church 
community. An intentional first step is for 
every member to say hello to everyone they 
see, especially people new to them.

Second, what happens on the platform is in-
house. The language, songs, and behaviours 
within a church service all make sense to 

those who are part of the local community. 
They don’t always make sense to me. Gone 
are the days of the shared hymns or brown 
and blue book choruses. As a musician, I am 
fascinated at how many songs I don’t know 
in a service. The speaking people can make 
references which feel like an in-house joke or 
story. Now, do not misunderstand me. I am 
not suggesting a service stops being personal 
to those who are local. I am suggesting 
platform people keep in mind there may be 
strangers in our midst.  If we want visitors to 
feel welcomed and included, how might this 
influence what we say and do?

Why don’t you try being a ‘mystery 
worshipper’ at your own church next week? 
Walk into the entrance with a visitor’s eyes; 
observe the service as a stranger. What might 
your reflections mean for what you say and 
do in the future? It is said it takes seconds in 
a first encounter to judge another person, I 
wonder how long before a visitor judges your 
church? I wonder what they will conclude.
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news from our

Churches

Saturday 18 March, 6.30 pm
Fresh Choice

373 Diagonal Road, Sturt

Cost: $26.50
$23.50 (concession)

All you can eat!!
RSVP by 14 March 2017
Helen & Brian, 8341 8283  

(in emergency only 0411 772 475)

All welcome to join us

Baptist 40+ Singles

2017

GROWING TOGETHER
IN   MARRIAGE   2017

Take time out for a retreat weekend that allows 
God to work in your marriage helping it become 

the best it can be.
May 19-21 |  Weintal, Resort, Tanunda
June 23-25 |  Weintal, Resort, Tanunda
Sept 1-3 |  Weintal, Resort, Tanunda
Nov 3-5 |  Weintal, Resort, Tanunda
For more information 
Rob and Lee Allen (8331 7061 | 0438892 980)
   Email: robleeallen@gmail.com
Lesley and Fred Vince, (0423 762 458)
	 	 	 Email:	flvince@bigpond.com.au

Baptisms
Follow me…

We’d love to see you there

Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday 18 March, 2017

7:30 am(sharp) - 9.00 am 

Blackwood Hills Baptist Church 
(72 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood)

  Speaker: 
  Michael Mavromatis

  “The Heart of a Man”

Come along and enjoy a continental breakfast 
including hot ham & cheese croissants, toast, 
muffins, danish, cereal, tea, juice and REAL 
COFFEE, followed by “The Heart of a Man” 
presented by Michael Mavromatis.  Be inspired 
and gain an insight into your heart and the 
purpose that God has for you.  Michael is a 
former entrepreneur, author and the director of 
the ‘The Goal is Life’ ministry.  He is a devoted 
husband and father, lover of life and all that it 
offers.  Be inspired and motivated by Michael’s 
message.  

At a cost of only $8 or $5 concession, you don’t 
want to miss this rare opportunity. Pay on the 
day but please RSVP to Michael Houston  on 
0403 656 537 or email mjhouston7@gmail.com 
by Wednesday 15 March.  

Rostrevor Baptist Church
15 January 2017
Gavin, Emily, Yuan Y, Hong Z   (photo 
right)
5 February 2017
Ella P  (photo below)
Rostrevor thanks the Lord for bringing 
more people to Him

CWCI Adelaide Women’s Convention  

17 – 18 March 2017

Westminster School

Guest speaker: Jewel Evans.

Download further information and 
registration form 

http://cwciadelaide.net/
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Sacred Agents

Flat Pax and 
take-away 
nuggets
We have lived through an era of unusual 
peace, compared to the rest of human history. 
These patches of peace across history have 
usually occurred when a superpower looms 
so large that no-one dare rebel. We’ve had Pax 
Romana, Pax Britannica and more recently Pax 
Americana.

During Pax Mongolica a common saying was 
“A maiden carrying a nugget of gold on her 
head could safely wander throughout the 
realm.” Whilst a beanie may have been more 
practical, that short saying does reveal how 
the fruits of lasting peace are prosperity, 
security, trust, freedom of migration, freedom 
of women, and gap years.

But these empires come and go. Each seems 
invincible and permanent at their climax 
(before being undone by little things like 
germs and Facebook). It all reminds me of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a great statue 
(another fruit of empires) and Daniel’s 
interpretation. The statue represented a 
succession of empires (Babylonian, Persian, 
Greek and Roman) – and the prediction that 
none would last. A tiny rock “not cut out by 
human hands” would strike the feet (Romana), 
reduce those empires to dust and “become 
a huge mountain and fill the whole earth.” A 
very different superpower would emerge, and 
now has.

So amidst all the consternation that peace, 
security, justice, freedom and prosperity 
are all teetering, sacred agents have a role 
to remind people that these treasures have 
never been reliably built on the sand of 
military empires. It’s been a dream all along. 
Only when the lasting Pax Christi conquers 
our hearts and dissolves our violence will our 
daughters be truly safe to hitchhike in cash 
fascinators.

But it is happening. Still the mountain grows. 
It will outlast Americana and whatever faux 
pax comes next. And its borders are open 
now.

Andrew Turner is our Church Development Facilitator. 
You can interact with this and other articles on his blog 
www.sacredagents.net

Specialised 
mental health 
support 
service for new 
Australians
Baptist Care’s Family Mental Health Support 
Service (FMHSS) has had a busy and exciting 
12 months. Last year we were one of several 
organisations to receive additional funds to 
expand our FMHSS service so that we could 
provide specialised support to humanitarian 
entrants.

FMHSS is a federally funded early intervention 
program which supports young people who 
have or are at risk of developing mental health 
issues. Part of the reason for the government’s 
decision to expand was in recognition of the 
significant trauma experienced by young 
people and their families arriving through the 
humanitarian program. 

In 2015, 10% of Baptist Care’s FMHSS 
participants were newly arrived families 
experiencing significant stress as they 
grappled with learning a new language and 
adjusting to a different country and culture. 
While parents and caregivers understandably 
struggled with feeling overwhelmed, the well-
being of the young people in their care was 
also being affected. 

We were thrilled to receive the additional 
funding which was used to employ three 
cross-cultural staff members, translate 
written materials into 7 languages , hold 
community education sessions and engage 
translators for counselling and group sessions.

Feedback was also sought from CALD 
communities which helped us to design 
narrative therapy programs which focused 
on art, story-telling, mindfulness activities 
and relaxation and breathing techniques 
specifically designed for children and young 
people who have experienced trauma. 
Program activities were introduced which 
focused on providing information and 
practical skills on alternative parenting 
methods to help address the feelings of 
disempowerment that parents and caregivers 
were expressing. 

One challenge was that many of the 
participants (and their parents/caregivers) 
had no or limited exposure to a school 
environment before – let alone the Australian 
education system. The inbuilt flexibility of the 
program has allowed staff to help connect 
parents to schools and to support the families 
as they make this transition.

“These families need someone with time, 
patience, skills and understanding – and that’s 
what the team offers,” explains Baptist Care 
FMHSS Manager, Ally Ions.

A huge bonus to the service is that we’ve 
been able to provide consistent home visits. 
While participants could still access the 
mainstream services - including the parent 
café, family therapeutic counselling and play 
based therapies – regular visits helped to 
build trust and direct families to the help they 
needed. For example, one participant who had 
an autistic child was struggling to settle her 
family in Australia and meet her son’s needs. 
She had no idea what help they qualified 
for or how to access it. Weekly visits from a 
counsellor helped build trust and direct them 
to the help they needed. Today, she says she 
feels “hopeful” about the future.

When funding ceases later this year, 
participants from the new program will be 
transferred into the mainstream service 
where they’ll continue to be supported. 
Working with humanitarian entrants/
refugees has been incredibly rewarding and 
the learning and experience will enrich our 
Family Mental Health Service into the future!

“…in serving the best interests of children, we 
serve the best interests of humanity.” – Carol 
Bellamy

The Family Mental Health Support Service is 
funded by The Department of Social Services
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On mission
EKTEINO
We spoke with Mary Ackers, 
Youth and Young Adults pastor 
at Salisbury Baptist Church, who 
recently worked through Ekteino. 

What did you enjoy most about 
Ekteino?
I enjoyed that Ekteino had a 
definite purpose going through 
the daily challenges; it really felt 
like a journey of discovery! I loved 
that Ekteino was relevant to 
mission at all levels, from local to 
overseas mission. Regardless of 
where your passion for missional 
activity lies, there is something 
for you in this journey. 

What was a key learning outcome 
for you?
In the past, when I’ve thought 
about ways to 
‘stretch-out’ into 
my community, 
it’s felt like a huge 
challenge and at 
times has been 
overwhelming. 
Going through 
Ekteino gave focus 
and direction to 
my thoughts, and 
I found that I felt 
more encouraged 
about the number 
of missional 
opportunities in 
my community. 
I’ve really begun to 
think differently, 
but also listen 
to God’s leading 
about what I can be doing in my 
neighborhood, my street, etc. It 
has been encouraging and eye 
opening.

What surprised you about the 
daily challenges?
To be honest, I was pleasantly 
surprised by how much I got 

out of the daily 
challenges. I 
sometimes 
struggle with daily 
devotionals, as 
they can be more 
anecdotal and at 
times superficial, 
but with Ekteino 
it was different. I 
really appreciated 
the depth of the 
daily challenges; 
a Bible reading 
with opportunities 
for both active 
and reflective 
responses fit the 
bill for a daily Bible 
time for me. 

This was really 
one of the most engaging daily 
devotionals I’ve done, and I really 
enjoyed it- I only wish there was 
more! 

Going through Ekteino 
gave focus and direction 
to my thoughts, and 
I found that I felt 
more encouraged 
about the number of 
missional opportunities 
in my community. 
I’ve really begun to 
think differently, but 
also listen to God’s 
leading about what 
I can be doing in my 
neighborhood, my 
street, etc. It has been 
encouraging and eye 
opening.

How did the challenges affect you 
as you worked through them?
Through the daily challenges, I 
really felt that I was able to grow 
in my ability to respond to the 
message of mission. More and 
more I found myself considering 
the daily challenge while I was 
going about my business at work, 
while driving, at the shops and in 
my community. While working 
through Ekteino it felt like I did 
a lot more noticing and thinking 
about what was happening 
around me, and less getting 
caught up in my own head.

How will your learning from 
Ekteino affect you into the 
future?
Ekteino has given me some great 
tools and strategies for engaging 
with my neighbours, and seeking 
out ways to stretch out into the 
world around me. I think my 
ability to see individuals in my 
community has greatly increased, 
and also to see them the way God 
sees them. I seem to notice more 
about what is happening around 
me, and want to find ways to be 
present in my neighbourhood. 

Mary Ackers

Ekteino is Global 

Interaction’s new Young 

Adults discipleship app. 

Ekteino is designed as 

a series of scriptural 

reflections and daily 

challenges, intended to 

help people discern more 

about God, His plans and 

how we can partner with 

Him in our world through 

intentional action and 

reflection. 
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For prayer…

In the early hours of October 4 2016, 
Hurricane Matthew made landfall on Haiti.

Imagine living through that terror. Howling 
230kmph winds screaming through your 
neighbourhood, destroying everything in 
their path.

This is Laurita’s story.

“We had never had a storm that big before. The 
whole house started to shake…

“I was very afraid as all the debris was flying 
around…

“As a mother, I was very much afraid for my 
children… they were screaming and crying.

“I held them as tight as I could, covered them 
with my own body while lying flat on the 
ground.

“I thought that I am not strong enough… the 
fear of losing them kept me going on.”

Laurita and her seven children live in the 
remote, coastal town of Tiburon, where 
Hurricane Matthew first made landfall… in 
one of the poorest areas.

“Our life has always been hard even before 
Matthew. Earning enough to live...”

But since Hurricane Matthew decimated her 
town, the fight to survive has become even 
harder.

Thankfully, Laurita and her children made it 
through Hurricane Matthew.

“I fled with my children to a nearby neighbour, 
whose house was more protected.”

But the roof of their own home was claimed 
by the hurricane. And with no roof to protect 
their belongings… they lost everything.

Baptist World Aid Australia

Finding safety through 
the storm
by Samara Linehan

“All my kitchen stuff, all my clothes and the 
little money I had… were all gone…

“We all knew that without any help from 
outside we will be lost… we thought ‘we will 
die’.”

When Hurricane Matthew hit Tiburon, Baptist 
World Aid Australia responded immediately… 
thanks to the support of Australians like you, 
who faithfully give to the Disaster Action 
Fund.

Because of their generosity, the community of 
Tiburon received urgently needed emergency 
relief – like food for hungry families and water 
and hygiene kits to keep them safe from the 
spread of deadly diseases like Cholera.

Laurita even received a shelter kit and basic 
tools like saws, pliers and a crowbar. Now she 
can give her family a safe home again!

“We are really, really happy with this 
assistance… It has been a relief.”

If you would like to give the gift of safety 
to mums like Laurita AND her children, or 
find out how your support can save lives 
before, during and after disaster, go to: 
baptistworldaid.org.au/disaster-action.

Photo  “Thank you very much… you came to 
help us in Tiburon and saw our needs.”  

Thanks to the generosity of Australians like 
you… mums like Laurita can keep her children 
safe from disasters like Hurricane Matthew! 
Source: Medair, 2016.

MARCH   
M13 Thank God for Alpha.   Pray 
for more groups.                            
T14 Pray for new staff at Baptist Care.
W15 West Beach: Pray for our youth 
group (years 6-10) meeting fortnightly 
on Friday evenings in school terms.   
Praise God for the prayer group meeting 
during the group program.   May the 
Lord work in the lives of the youth.
T16 Pray for revival.
F17 BWAAust: Pray that God will grant 
our partner staff energy in the field 
as our projects can be exhausting.  
S18 Hoa is searching for new disabled young 
people to train and integrate back into society.    
S19 Pray for Mike Mills and staff, Andrew 
Turner (Church Development Facilitator), 
Melinda Cousins (Dir. Ministry Accreditation), 
Beth Hoy (Next Gen Ministry Facilitator), 
Elliot Keane (Evangelism Equipper) and 
Darryl Bishop ( Culturally and Linguistically 
Diverse {CALD} Ministry Facilitator.   
M20 Baptist Care:  Pray for Paul Scully, 
Tim Johnson and the Board. 
T21 Salisbury: Pray for the church to 
grow and be effective in evangelism 
and making disciples.
W22 Pray for President Jason Hoet.
T23 GIA: Praise God that Linda 
Dicks’ condition has stabilized – the 
family has extra time with her.
F24 Pray for Baptist Care’s Disability Service. 
S25 Thank God for those recently 
baptized and pray that they may 
grow closer to Him each day.       
S26 Pray for the Lord to send revival to 
Dr Mills’ hospital at Kompiam PNG.
M27 GIA: Pray for Rob and Deb as they settle in 
Cambodia and learn the language and culture. 
T28 BWAAust: Pray that God will 
grant our Christian field workers 
safety in unstable regions.  
W29 GIA: Pray for Board members from 
SA – Heather Coleman and David Bird.
T30 Pray for Pastoral Care 
Workers in our schools.
F31 GIA: Thank God for the school 
Grace and Daniel attend in Thailand.   
APRIL 
S1 Pray for Baptist Care staff 
caring for the homeless.            
S2 GIA: Continue to pray for Cate Rogers and 
family as they care for their sick mother. 
M3 SA Assembly Board and 
committees meet today.   Pray.
T4 Pray for the team preparing for Easter camp 
and that many young people will attend.
W5 Thank God for the recent launch 
of the Women Preachers Network 
and pray that it will grow.       
T6 Pray for our friends who are in 
care and for their families.
F7 Baptist Care is seeking twelve Christians 
to volunteer to build relationships and 
support people at WestCare Centre.   
S8 Pray for our young people and their leaders.
S9 Pray for our pastors.
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pORT DOuGLAS
Beautiful	3	bedroom	villa	in	private	tropical	
garden with pool.  The perfect place to relax and 
refresh.  Enquiries: www.20fronds.com.au

A ministry of the Mitcham Baptist Church
Encounter

The King and
The Kingdom 

in the Gospel of Matthew
Teacher:	Rev	Keith	Chessell

Everyone welcome!
The Gospel written by Matthew has been called 
‘the most important book in the world’ and ‘the 
most	powerful	book	ever	written’.		Reading	it	from	
beginning to end is a life changing experience.

2017
•	 Tuesday Nights - 7.30 - 9.30 pm
 Mt Barker - Cornerstone College, 
 68 Adelaide Road or off Cameron Road
•	 Wednesday Nights - 7.30 - 9.30 pm
 Mitcham Baptist Church
 20 Albert Street, Mitcham 
•	  Thursday afternoons - 1.00 - 3.30 pm
  Victor Harbor- CWA Centre, Victor Harbor
  Cnr Crozier Rd & Torrens St, Victor Harbor
•	  Sunday afternoons - 4.00 - 6.00 pm
  Mitcham Baptist Church
  a light meal is provided 6-7 pm

Study Manual (which includes binder & study notes 
for the whole year) is available – $20 

There is no cost to attend. 
Classes run during school terms

Enquiries phone: (08)8373 4409 or 0409 419 319

     Journey alongside people who 
are experiencing homelessness

We are looking for 12 
Christians to volunteer for 4 
hours per week, Monday to 
Friday, between 9am - 1pm to 
build relationships and support 
people at the WestCare Centre, 
Wright St, Adelaide.

For other volunteer opportunities, 
including Kitchen Assistants, please 
visit: www.baptistcaresa.org.au 

For more information,  
please contact Bryan Hughes 
T: 8273 7100 
E: bhughes@baptistcaresa.org.au

LONDON B&B
In	lovely	home,	self-catering	facilities,	spacious	
rooms, easy city access, reasonable rates. 
Email: rachelallen1234@gmail.com
Telephone: 0011 44 2086946538

A Just Cause is releasing a series of prayer tools churches can use to incorporate prayer 
for justice into their worship. These are focused around designated days and weeks in the 
Australian calendar (e.g. Australia Day, Anzac Day, Refugee Week).

In February the Federal Government released its annual Close the Gap Report, which focuses 
on progress to close the gap between the health and life outcomes of indigenous Australians 
compared to non-indigenous Australians. A Just Cause have produced a prayer tool that can be 
used to get your church praying around this issue. 

This prayer tool that can be used anytime between now and the Nation Close the Gap day on 
March 16 can be found at https://ajustcause.com.au/pray-for-justice/

A Just Cause equips churches to understand, pray about, 
act on, and advocate around issues of justice

A Just Cause is a ministry of Australian Baptist Ministries.

“Close the Gap” 
prayer tool


