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Text-matching software at
Flinders University

Flinders University offers Turnitin to students as part of its Academic Integrity Management
Strategy (AIMS), for educative purposes, so that students may improve their ability to
paraphrase and to understand and follow academic conventions in acknowledging sources.
Turnitin works by matching the text in your assignment to the Internet, electronic databases and other students’ work.
This will identify either similar or exact matches between submitted work and other material.
Turnitin is a text-matching software program, not a plagiarism detection device, and is available to all students via FLO
(Flinders Learning Online).
If you are unsure whether or not your written work may too closely resemble your source material, you may wish to
‘submit’ your assignments to Turnitin.
Note:
•

If using Turnitin for the first time, enrol through the Student Learning Centre by following the steps below.

•

If viewing this guide online skip to step 2.

•

If required to use Turnitin for one of your topics, you should access Turnitin through the FLO page for that
topic. Skip to step 5 of these instructions.

ENROLLING IN TURNITIN
STEP 1: Login to FLO, click the following link: http://flo.flinders.edu.au/enrol/index.php?id=4359 and click ‘Enrol me’
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Note: if you are viewing an electronic copy of this guide and have clicked directly on the hyperlink on page 1, you will need to click
‘continue’ before getting to the screen below.

STEP 2: Click the link with “Date – Current”

Figure 2. SLC Turnitin enrolment page

STEP 3: Click on ‘My Submissions’
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SUBMITTING AN ASSIGNMENT TO TURNITIN
STEP 3: 1. Click on ‘Select Submission Type’ and 2. Click on ‘File Upload’.

Note:
• The following document types can be submitted: Microsoft Word (doc and docx), Corel Wordperfect,
HTML, Adobe Postscript (ps), plain text (txt), rich text format (txt), and portable document format (pdf).
•

The size of a text-only document should be less than 2MB while the size of a text-and-graphics document
should not be more than 20MB.

STEP 6: Upload your assignment

a) Enter the title of your assignment

b) Click ‘Choose File’ to locate the
assignment you wish to submit.
c) Tick this box
d) Click ‘Add Submission’
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Turnitin will send you an email confirming receipt of your assignment. Time taken to generate a report will vary from 5
minutes to 24 hours.
The word ‘Pending” will appear in the Similarity
column after you have submitted your assignment.

INTERPRETING YOUR

TURNITIN REPORT

When a Similarity Report is generated, a percentage symbol (%) will replace the word ‘Pending’.
STEP 8: To access the report, click on the % symbol:
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EXAMPLE REPORT

Click on the Match Overview pane which shows the URLs of the matching documents, gives the percentage
of similarity for each matched section, and allows you to compare the original source with your submitted
text.

If you wish to improve your work and resubmit it to generate another report, you can do so. However, only one (1)

report can be generated on any individual assignment within 24 hours.
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Interpreting Similarity Reports: Interpreting Similarity Reports is essential; the matching percentages are merely a
guideline and you will need to determine whether plagiarism has occurred or not.

Similarity Reports provide an overall matching percentage which indicates how much of the submitted paper matches
existing sources in the databases. This may include quotes and common phrases or blocks of text that match other
documents. All reports must be analysed, as matched text may or may not constitute plagiarism.
For example:
• Direct quotes will be highlighted as matched text but are a legitimate use of source material, provided they have
been enclosed in quotation marks, their source has been acknowledged correctly, and you have not relied heavily
on a number of quotes that another author has used.
• Matching may occur if you have not paraphrased adequately, and your work too closely resembles another person’s
work, even if you have not copied text verbatim.
• Sentences of a generic nature may be matched but it is unlikely that these will constitute plagiarism as they are an
inadvertent use of common knowledge. (for example, ‘Australia is a vast country with a relatively small population.’)
For further explanation of the analysis of Turnitin Similarity Reports, drop in to the Learning Lounge to speak to an
academic advisor. It may also prove helpful to see other examples of acceptable and unacceptable paraphrasing in the
SLC’s study guide, Paraphrasing and Quoting, available on the SLC website at: http://www.flinders.edu.au/currentstudents/slc/study-resources/study-resources.cfm
For more information about how to use the reports, see the video at: http://www.turnitin.com/en_us/home
The Flinders University Academic Integrity Policy allows students to submit drafts of their assignment and to see their
individual reports privately. See Flinders University’s policy on Academic Integrity at:
http://www.flinders.edu.au/ppmanual/student/academic-integrity.cfm

STUDENT LEARNING CENTRE
REGISTRY BUILDING ANNEXE
TEL: 61-8-8201 2518
E-MAIL: slc@flinders.edu.au
INTERNET: http://www.flinders.edu.au/SLC
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