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Kitchenette: former nursery
Adjacent to the boardroom is a kitchenette. This room was 
originally the nursery. Note that there is a fireplace here but not 
in the master bedroom. Interestingly, this room has two doors 
that open onto the hallway. It was built this way so that the room 
might be divided into two separate bedrooms if the need arose. 
Apparently, it never did. 

On the southern wall of this room, near the eastern corner, note 
the outline of a sealed-up door. This door once led to the upper 
floor of the wing which no longer exists. Here was a bathroom 
described in the Darling Downs Gazette as ‘replete with scientific 
improvements’ including hot and cold running water. The wing 
also afforded apartments for the servants.

Storage room
The final room is a tiny one whose door leads off the raised landing. 
Currently used for storage, the original purpose of this room is 
unknown. In the 1950s and 1960s it was used as a photographic 
darkroom.

History

By 1967 the Redlands building was in a sorry state. The following 
years saw extended debate as to whether the building should be 
demolished or renovated. The building came perilously close to 
demolition but finally a decision was reached to restore Redlands, 
and reconstruction began. In 1982 Redlands was placed on the 
register of the National Estate, ensuring its long-term preservation.

Offices (on left): former bedrooms 
West of the verandah you will see two rooms currently used as 
offices. When Redlands was a family home these were bedrooms. 
Compared with the rooms downstairs, these rooms are plain and 
functional – not intended for the eyes of visitors. The ceilings 
are unadorned and only the room closest to the verandah has a 
fireplace.

Verandah
Make your way through the lovely stained-glass door to the upper 
verandah of Redlands. From here you will have an excellent view 
of the pear-shape garden, created by the original owner, and the 
avenue leading to the house. Note that although the original garden 
contained a fountain, it was removed due to damage in 1967 
and replaced in 1987 through the efforts of the Past Students’ 
Association. 

The wrought iron railings on the upper verandah are original, 
though some of the inserts are missing. The building still has its 
original corrugated iron roof, imported from England. If you look up 
you will see the stamp of its producer on every sheet.

Boardroom: former main bedroom
East of the corridor, the door closest to the verandah leads into 
the College boardroom. Framed photographs of all Heads of the 
College are arranged chronologically upon the walls. This room was 
originally the master bedroom. Note the door that leads into the 
adjoining room – the original nursery.

In the early days of Concordia Memorial College (as it was then 
known) these rooms housed the male boarders. Part of the 
verandah was enclosed and used as a sleep-out for some younger 
students. Past students remember that students were not allowed 
to use the internal stairs but accessed their rooms via a staircase 
that ran down the exterior of the eastern wall.

Redlands was used as a College boarding house until 1961. By this 
time it was falling into disrepair and the upper floor was no longer 
suitable. The following year the building now known as ‘A’ block 
was opened. It included new dormitories, quarters for the kitchen 
staff, a music room, classroom, dining room and an assembly hall.



‘REDLANDS’ WAS BUILT ON ABOUT 28 ACRES OF LAND AS A FAMILY HOME FOR EDMUND WILCOX AND HIS 
FAMILY IN 1889. DESIGNED BY JAMES MARKS, ONE OF QUEENSLAND’S MOST NOTABLE ARCHITECTS,  
REDLANDS IS A BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE OF THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE OF LATE 19TH CENTURY QUEENSLAND. 

Further down the hall on the right is a framed photograph of the 
College’s teachers of 1948. They are: (Back, L to R): Mr K. Falk, 
Rev. E. Leske; (Front, L to R): Rev. B. Haebich, Miss I. Beh, Mrs K. 
Kennedy, Mr W. Oster.

Head of College’s office: the former drawing room
The first room we come to on the left currently serves as the office of 
the Head of College, and has done so for most of the College’s history. 
This room, with its two large bay windows opening onto the verandah, 
was originally the drawing room; some of its original features remain. 
Note the mantelpiece of Sicilian marble with the fender of statuary 
(fine-grained white) marble and encaustic tiled grate. The fireplace 
shares its chimney with the fireplace in the adjacent room.

In 1889 the walls of this room were covered with paper of a recherché 
pattern (ie. rare and exotic) and adorned with some ‘magnificent’ 
paintings, mostly of Welsh and Scottish scenery. Note also the ornate 
pressed metal ceiling.

Office: the former sitting room
Directly across the hallway from the drawing room, and currently used 
as an office, is the original sitting room. The enamelled slate mantel 
and encaustic tiled grate are original features of this room. A door 
connects this room to the room adjacent, which was originally the 
dining room.

Head of Senior Campus’ office: the former dining room
The room that was once the dining room of Redlands now serves as 
the office for the head of Senior College. The Darling Downs Gazette of 
1889 describes it as follows: ‘A very large bay window adds materially 
to the space of this apartment, and the mantel, which is of cedar 
and local manufacture, is well worth seeing. A magnificent balanced 
kerosene lamp hangs over the table, and there is an opening into the 
pantry to facilitate the passing of dishes from the kitchen.’ The bay 
window and the mantel are still in place but the kerosene lamp is, of 
course, long gone. The opening into the pantry, too, has been sealed 
over and the pantry itself no longer exists.

In the College’s early days, this room continued to be used as a dining 
room, where the Headmaster and his family would take their meals 
with the boarders.

Office: the former workrooms
The room opposite the Head of Senior College’s office serves as an 
office for the Personal Assistant to the Head of College. Its structure 
has seen some changes over the years. Originally there were two 
separate rooms here: the office (directly across from the dining 
room), a ‘tidy little room with double shelf, cedar mantel, large paned 
window’, and adjoining it another room used as a workroom. At some 

Introduction
‘Redlands’ is a stately two storey building with wide verandahs, cast-
iron lace work, lead light panelling and twin chimney stacks. The 
foundations are of local bluestone and the bricks and wrought-iron 
lace work were made in Toowoomba. ‘Redlands’ was the first major 
job of builder Henry Andrews.

The home was modern for its time, boasting a bathroom “replete with 
scientific improvements” such as hot and cold water and a Jenning’s 
patent W.C. Many of the original features are still in place today. 

The ‘pear shape’ garden still in existence at the front of the building 
was created by Edmund Wilcox, as was the beautiful driveway which 
he lined with Norfolk and Bunya pines. The old stables, outhouses, 
orchard, tennis court, dairy, windmill, garages, paddocks, and a 
brick well, however, are all gone.

Edmund Wilcox was a prominent Toowoomba citizen who, with 
his brother Robert, founded the firm Wilcox Brothers merchants 
in Ruthven Street. Edmund and his wife Fanny had three children 
when they moved into ‘Redlands’, and subsequently had four more. 

In 1919 Mr Wilcox sold ‘Redlands’ to Dr Alex Horn, who re-sold it in 
1921 to Edward Farmer, a Gladstone grazier who moved his family of 
five children and his wife to Toowoomba. 

When Mr Farmer died in 1944, the house and land were put up for 
sale. The Lutheran church had for some time hoped to establish a 
school in Queensland. Pastor Fred Noack, a Lutheran Pastor who 
lived in West Street, often passed ‘Redlands’ as he walked to the 
Harristown Railway Station, and saw the building as a potential 
site for the school. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Australia, 
Queensland District, agreed and purchased the home which had 
become a little run-down during the war years. Concordia Memorial 
College officially opened on 17 February 1946 with 27 students.

In 1991 the word ‘Memorial’ was dropped from the College’s name. 
In 2007 Concordia College amalgamated with the two Lutheran 
primary schools in Toowoomba – Concordia Primary in Warwick 
Street and Martin Luther Primary in Hume Street – to become 
Concordia Lutheran College. The rooms of the ‘Redlands’ building 
continue to be used for administrative purposes by College staff.

Ground Floor

Entry and hall
As you enter the central hall of ‘Redlands’, turn back and look at 
the beautiful stained glass surrounding the front door. The glass 
is original, restored in recent years. Note in the hallway a framed 
portrait on the eastern wall. The subject is Albert Binggeli, the first 
enrolled student at Concordia. Albert was a Swiss migrant from the 
Lockyer. The portrait was painted by Albert’s wife Ula after his death 
in 2010. 

point the dividing wall was removed to make one large office, and 
later it was partially replaced to create one room with a partition 
in the middle.

The mantelpiece in this room is a replica, and the tiles on the 
hearth are modern replacements of the original tiles that were 
damaged beyond repair. Three of the more intact original tiles were 
saved during renovations and are displayed in frames on the wall.

Note the enamel casing for an electric bell on the side of 
the fireplace. Redlands was equipped with many modern 
conveniences for its time, including electric bells to summon the 
servants. According to the Darling Downs Gazette there was an 
indicator ‘placed near the kitchen door, so that when a bell rings 
the servant has but to look up at the indicator to see which room - 
indicated by its number - requires attendance.’

Note also the large framed Lord’s Prayer crochet work on the wall. 
This piece was discovered, restored and framed in about 2008.

The kitchen wing
To the south of the existing building there was once another wing. 
On the ground floor this included a pantry and a dairy which led 
on to the kitchen. According to the Darling Downs Gazette of 1889: 

‘The kitchen is fitted with a grand Leamington range with plate rack; 
a sink with hot and cold water laid on and other conveniences. 
At the back of the range is embedded the large boiler which is 
heated by the fire which heats the range, and distributes hot water 
to the bath room upstairs as well as the kitchen wash-house. 
The scullery contains a large copper and three trough washtubs 
with cold and hot water laid on.’

Upper Floor

Stairs and hall 
Note the beautiful cedar banisters of the staircase: another original 
feature. The landing was originally lower than it is today; the level 
was raised in the early 1990s to allow easier access. From the 
top of the stairs, note the beautiful stained glass around the door 
leading to the verandah. This original stained glass was restored 
in recent years. According to an early description of Redlands, the 
original intention was to convert a ‘portion’ of the hall into a sitting 
room, but it appears that this never happened. 


