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GTO – GLOBAL TRANSPORT ORGANISATION 

                ANNUAL CONFERENCE  
 
As many of you know the company is a member a GTO which is a group of privately owned freight 
forwarding companies.  The majority of the overseas agents we work with are members of GTO. 
 
My wife, Barbara and I, together with our son Lluna Kylin and his partner, Bronwyn McLeod, all 
attended the GTO Annual Conference held in Milan during the second week of July.  Stokes and Bell 
is now the oldest company in the group.  The GTO member in Finland was older, but has been sold 
to a younger company. 
 
There were some members we had not met before, so have increased the number of companies 
where we have personal contact. 
 
The GTO organisation is large enough to have members in most countries, but is of a size where 
personal contact can be maintained with many members. The extent of the group can be seen by 
logging in to www.gtoglobal.com and clicking on ‘Global Locations’. 
 
We look forward to increasing the freight forwarding work we handle for you, our clients, with the 
assistance of the many companies in the GTO group. 
 
 

ASBESTOS 
 
As indicated in the November 2016 Newsletter, Australia has a total ban on the importation of goods 
containing asbestos. Enforcement by Customs seems to be variable.  On one hand some bicycles 
with asbestos in the brakes have apparently got into Australia, while on the other hand some older 
cars have been damaged while samples have been taken to be tested for asbestos. Costs have 
been extreme as the samples must be taken by accredited asbestos handling people wearing the 
appropriate space suits. 
 
 

HIGHLY PROCESSED WOODEN ARTICLES 

 
The Quarantine people have made a very reasonable decision that “highly processed wooden 
articles” do not pose a quarantine risk so therefore do not need to be inspected. A whole range of  
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products have been listed as “highly processed wooden articles”.  In addition to being highly 
processed the wood is generally thin.  A further requirement is that the total shipment must be free of 
any biosecurity risk 
 
Products listed include commercially made stringed instruments, craft related items including knitting 
needles, crochet hooks, etc., office/school stationery such as rulers and clipboards, reeds for 
musical instruments, toilet seats, toothpicks and many more. The commercial invoice or packing list 
must clearly state the product so it is correctly assessed as not needing inspection.  
 
As the list of items is extensive, talk with your broker about your imports of wooden items to ensure 
your documentation is such that inspections will be minimised 
 
 
 
Regards 
 
 
Anthony Stokes 


