
Vital rehab
for Soutport
MARTIN RASINI

LISTED  company Ramsay
Healthcare is only days from
opening a rehabilitation and
mental-health facility at
Southport.

Southport Private Hospital
will occupy the former Alla-
manda Hospital building, on
Spendelove St, where facilities
will open progressively as a
multimillion-dollar makeover
is rolled out.

The hospital, due for com-
pletion in the first-half of 2018,
will have about 160 beds
shared evenly between re-
habilitation patients and men-
tal-health patients.

It will join the Palm Beach-
Currumbin Clinic, operated by
company Healthe, in provid-
ing private mental-health ser-
vices on the Gold Coast.

Southport Private Hospital
will offer treatments for depres-
sion, anxiety and eating disor-
ders and provide care and
rehabilitation for drug and al-
cohol addiction, post-operation
patients and stroke victims.

It also will have a minimum
of five specialist consulting
rooms and employ between
450 and 500 staff. 

Ramsay Health Care, which
operates Pindara Hospital at
Benowa and John Flynn Hos-
pital at Tugun, holds the Spen-
delove St building under a 20-
year lease.

Trish Hogan, chief execu-
tive of Pindara Hospital and
Southport Private Hospital,
said the new venue would
begin receiving patients at the
end of April when 44 beds for
rehabilitation patients will be-
come available.

She said an initial 22 beds
for mental-health patients
were scheduled to become
available at the end of May.

“Other facilities will open as
the refurbishment of the build-
ing progresses,” she said.

Ms Hogan said the hospital
would provide a needed ser-
vice for the Gold Coast.

“At present there is no pri-
vate mental-health care facil-
ity on the northern Gold Coast
and patients have to travel to
Brisbane to access treatment
services,” she said. 

Ramsay Health Care’s
Queensland operations execu-
tive manager Lloyd Hill said
earlier Southport Private Hos-
pital would meet a need for pri-
vate mental-health care.
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