
             

             

             

           

HOW TO DETERMINE YOUR PLANTING RATE 
 

At planting time there is always discussion about planting rates.  We often hear that the 
paddock was planted at a rate of, for example, 4.5 tonnes per acre.  However, this rate is 
usually derived by the number of planter bins it took to plant a block of a known acreage -  
“my planter bin holds 1.8 tonnes and it took 7 and a half bins to plant a 3 acre block”.   But 
every time the planter bin is filled it won’t hold exactly 1.8 tonnes and different varieties 
will make a big difference to bin weight capacity. 
 
The only way to accurately determine your planting rate is to measure what is going into 
the drill.  Here is a quick and accurate method to measure your planting rate. 
 

 
Step1  Choose your row spacing from the table below: 

 
Row spacing Length of drill to collect billets from 

(m) Feet & inches Metres 

5’ 1.52 2.66 

5’3” 1.6 2.53 

5’5” 1.65 2.45 

5’7” 1.7 2.38 

6’ 1.8 2.25 

 
Step 2   Along a drill measure the metres corresponding to your row spacing  

(eg. 2.45m for 1.65m row spacing) 
 
 
Step 3    Collect the billets in this length of drill and weigh them. 
 [use a bucket, gloves (fungicide) and a set of kitchen scales suitable for weights up to about 7 kg] 

 
 
Step 4     The weight you get in kilograms is equal to the planting rate in tonnes per acre. 
 
 
Step 5     Repeat this process (Steps 2 to 4) at 4 or 5 locations in the paddock and 

average the values you get. 
 
 
Notes:   
If you do this at a few locations in the block there will be some variation: 

 but this highlights the fact that billet planters aren’t precision planters    
 the average will be the most accurate measure of planting rate. 

 
Doing this exercise while the planter is still in the paddock: 

 allows for planter adjustments before it is too late 
 allows you to check for gaps 
 you can also check for eye damage – aim for around 8 to 12 viable eyes/m. 

 
For dual rows collect and weigh billets from both rows along the measured length of bed. 
 
Don’t forget to replant the weighed billets! 
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