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The GSK Award for Research Excellence is a long-
standing and prestigious award which supports 
outstanding Australian research.  

As an innovation-focussed company, GSK places 
high value on medical research. The award, with its 
accompanying grant of $80,000, has played a part in 
assisting some of Australia’s most important leaders and 
innovators in the medical research sphere. Its focus is on 
helping support career development with an emphasis on 
human health and Australian research.  

Acknowledging Australian researchers 

and the work they do

Professor Tony 

Basten received 

the fi rst award in 

1980 for his work 

in immunology

Signifi cant contributions in key areas 

of research:  cancer and immunology

Dr Jane Visvader and Dr Geoff Lindeman won the 
award for breast stem cell discoveries. Their research 
explored how normal breast tissue develops, alterations 
that give rise to breast cancer, and how rogue cells evade 
current therapies. 

The winners in 2000 were Dr Andreas Strasser and 
Dr David Vaux. Their pioneering work into cell death, and 
how defects in this process cause cancer and allow tumour 
cells to resist cancer therapy, has led to the development of 
drugs currently undergoing clinical trials for the treatment 
of cancer. They continue making major contributions in the 
fi elds of programmed cell death and cancer research.  

Husband and 

wife team Dr Jane 

Visvader and 

Dr Geoff Lindeman 

receiving their 

awards in 2008 

Cancer research is one of the human race’s most 
pressing medical needs. There is an estimated 
14.1 million cancer cases per year.1  

Professor Philip Hogg, inaugural director of University 
of New South Wales’ Lowy Cancer Research Centre won 
the award in 2001. Since then he has developed innovative 
pharmaceuticals to radically improve cancer treatments.

Identifying and destroying cancer cells is the focus for 
2009 award winners Professors Joseph Trapani and 
Mark Smyth. The involvement of the immune system in 
cancer ‘surveillance’ is an important aspect of new cancer 
therapies. 

Professor Robert Baxter, award winner in 1994 
continued researching insulin-like growth factors and their 
binding proteins and is currently working on a treatment for 
triple-negative breast cancer.

GSK is proud of the role the award has played in a 
range of medical developments in varied fi elds such as, 
immunology, diabetes, epilepsy, cancer, child muscular 
disease, cardiovascular and kidney research. 



Professor Tony Basten has  spent 45 years studying 
how the immune system is regulated in health and 
disease. His contribution to the science and practice 
of immunology makes him one of the most highly 
regarded clinician/scientists in this fi eld in Australia and 
internationally. 

Professor Ian Gust, award winner in 1982 led the 
development and introduction of screening tests for 
hepatitis B and was a key advisor in Australia’s response 
to the HIV epidemic. 

One of the only veterinary graduates to win the award 
was Dr Graham Mitchell who made discoveries in 
immunology and later created a new program in the 
immunology of parasitism at the Walter and Eliza Hall 
Institute of Medical Research. He established long 
term programs on the disease,  schistosomiasis, in the 
Philippines and also for malaria in Papua New Guinea.

In 1997 Dr Mauro Sandrin received the award. His 
research interests are focused on both human-to-human 
and pig-to-human transplantation. His research paves 
the way for opportunities in the fi eld of transplantation 
immunobiology. 

Dr Nicos Nicola won the award in 1993. For over 
30 years his laboratory has focussed on the molecular 
regulation of haemopoietic cell production and function.

Immunology and allergy are amongst the fastest 
growing chronic and complex health conditions 
affecting children and adults in Australia.2

Professor Ian 

Gust receiving 

his award in 

1982

Australians are living longer and our life 

expectancy is one of the highest globally. Thanks 

in part to research advances in major health areas, 

Australians now enjoy better disease prevention, 

improved diagnosis and treatment.

Our research community has a strong reputation for 

leading advances in medical research. According to 

Research Australia, despite having only 0.3% of the 

world’s population, Australia contributes 3% of medical 

research publications globally. Of the twelve Australian 

Nobel Prize winners since 1915, ten have received 

these awards for science; of these, seven have been for 

physiology.3

Sources of research funding can sometimes be limited in 
Australia, with less access to funding than competitors in 
Europe and America.3

The GSK Award for Research Excellence aims to provide 
well–deserved recognition and career support for the 
ongoing work of outstanding Australian researchers. 

Australia’s place in the 

research world

The Australian 
research 
community 
continues to 
make a signifi cant 
contribution to 
medical research 
worldwide

Who should apply?

GSK is a global research-based pharmaceutical and 

healthcare company with a proud history in Australia 

dating back more than 100 years. We collaborate 

with local researchers and doctors to discover 

new ways of treating and preventing disease and 

invest signifi cantly in research and development in 

Australia.

We understand that it is a long road from laboratory 

research to a medical development. As such, GSK’s Award 

for Research Excellence aims to foster inspiring researchers 

working towards new ways of treating and preventing 

disease. Successful applicants are generally mid-career 

researchers with a long-standing commitment to their fi eld.

If you are ready to make your mark on the research world 

or want to fi nd out more about the award, visit the GSK 

website: www.gsk.com.au
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Professor Scheffer 

received the Award 

for Research 

Excellence in 

2013 for ‘helping 

to transform 

the diagnosis of 

epilepsy’


