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AusSteel’s construction 
conquest complete with 
BlueScope Sheet Metal Supplies
AusSteel is the Australian manufacturer behind the Ultimate Steel Building 
System (USBS), a cost-effective light gauge steel frame and truss system 
designed to meet the rapidly growing demand for steel framing and trusses in 
building and construction. The quality, consistency and reliability of TRUECORE® 
steel from BlueScope Sheet Metal Supplies has been integral to AusSteel’s 
success with their system in industry. 

AusSteel’s USBS is the result of years of research, working alongside BlueScope, to 
develop a completely engineered, fully designed steel framing system as an alternative to 
traditional timber systems.
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“We conceived of and developed the USBS as an out-of-the-box 
entry option for the steel framing market. Our CAD-based design and 
engineering software, specially designed roll-forming techniques, 
unique fastener system with innovative design and assembly process 
means every member and connection point of the frames and trusses 
has been made with precision,” said Simon Love, General Manager at 
AusSteel.

“Our frames and trusses are engineered from the top to the bottom, 
ensuring a fully enhanced load path throughout the structure.”

In the early stages of the system’s development there were teething 
issues, according to Love.

“During one of our first experiences in having machines built the 
roll form manufacturer used stock of imported light gauge steel to 
run test sections through our roll former, there was a stage of trial 
and error because of the product’s inconsistencies. After switching 
to TRUECORE® steel for the manufacturing process we noticed 
significant differences,” Love said.

“TRUECORE® steel is a premium Australian-made quality product 
that carries a 50 year warranty and with its consistent quality, yield 
strength and coating thickness you know exactly what its performance 
capabilities are. 

“On top of that, TRUECORE® steel is 100 per cent termite and fire 
resistant. It’s the only steel product we have complete confidence in 
for the fabrication of our system.”

Love said he and AusSteel’s director Darren Onley have also made 
it their mission to encourage timber frame and truss manufacturers 
to future-proof their businesses by becoming USBS fabricators using 
BlueScope’s steel product. In doing so they’re not only establishing 
a network of AusSteel fabricators and distributors, but have also 
furthered the acceptance of steel framing.

“After achieving success with USBS among our immediate customers, 
we began to realise how much other traditional timber plants would 

benefit by becoming fabricators of the system. That’s when we started 
to think beyond the scope of our own operations,” Love said.

“We started visiting local timber plants and explaining to them the 
value they could add to their business by fabricating and offering our 
light gauge steel frame and truss system in addition to their existing 
timber product. Our background in timber construction also helped to 
reassure plant owners adopting our system was a step in the right 
direction.

“It’s become our primary focus to equip timber plants with the right 
machinery and open a supply chain of TRUECORE® steel in order for 
them to reach a bigger portion of the market.”

Damian Oliver, Key Account Manager, BlueScope Sheet Metal 
Supplies NSW, said the company had valued being involved in the 
development of the USBS since inception through to ongoing success.

“BlueScope Sheet Metal Supplies have been in contact with AusSteel 
from the time they were considering purchasing a roll former to begin 
fabricating their USBS,” Oliver said. 

“Now, when AusSteel presents the benefits of fabricating their light 
gauge steel and truss system to a timber plant they bring BlueScope 
into the process from day one. They’re not saying, ‘Here’s the 
system, here’s how it works, this is the product you need, now go to 
the Yellow Pages and find someone local to sell it to you.’ Instead, 
we’ll be involved in discussions, explaining the benefits of using 
TRUECORE® steel in the manufacture of their system and giving them 
the option to use BlueScope Sheet Metal Supplies as a supplier.

“Although the customer has the choice of who they wish to obtain 
their light gauge steel from, as long as the product is TRUECORE® 
steel, AusSteel has always done their utmost to keep all volumes of 
their network flowing through BlueScope Distribution.”

For more information visit www.aussteel.net.au
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