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1  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Shire of Chittering, as a peri-urban council, is one of the fastest growing local governments in the 
Wheatbelt.  It has an average growth rate of 5%+ over the last 5 years.  The townsite of Bindoon is 
strategically located 85kms from the Perth’s CBD and is the Shire’s main townsite. 
 

The development of the Bindoon town centre, Binda Place, has been one of slow incremental growth.  The 
last development to take place was at 27 Binda Place in 2009, with the creation of the purpose-built 
“Bindoon Bakehaus” (Figure 1).  This building is an amazing focal point for the precinct and entices a lot of 
visitors to the area.  Council is very keen to replicate this type of development and investment in its main 
shopping district via this proposed street enhancement program. Another recent improvement to the 
precinct, thanks to Western Power, was the undergrounding of power through the townsite (for the benefit 
of heavy haulage on Great Northern Highway). 
 

 
(Figure 1 - Bindoon Bakehaus) 

 

Binda Place is the main business precinct for Chittering and acts as its ‘window’ to highway traffic, it 
provides visitors with a first impression of the character of the district.  The carriageway and parking areas 
within Binda Place are uninteresting, impractical, inadequate and unsafe, as well as being unsympathetic to 
the rural feel of the region.  There is much to be achieved through the enhancement of the presentation of 
this precinct. 
 

The key deliverables of this project, through the ‘activation of the place’, are; 

 increased investment in property development in Binda Place 

 increase in local employment opportunities;   

 improved access and efficiency (traffic and pedestrian); 

 improved safety (traffic and pedestrian); 

 improved streetscape appearance (landscaping and street furniture); and 

 creation of a promotable precinct. 
 
Sources of funding for the project have been identified as; 
 

Carriageway, Parking and Access Works 

 Roads to Recovery 2014/15   $  16,207 (expended) 

 Roads to Recovery 2014/15    $  84,512 (carried forward) 

 Roads to Recovery 2015/16   $392,007 
Beautification, including Footpath 

 Wheatbelt Regional Grants Scheme  $142,000 

 Roads to Recovery 2015/16   $  51,840 
 
The Shire of Chittering will be responsible for the administration, receipt and management of all funding 
sought under this plan for the improvement of Binda Place.  The Shire has appropriately qualified and 
experienced personnel in the management of construction projects and where required will contract 
external expertise to assist in the delivery of the project. 
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2.0 PROJECT SCOPE & EVALUATION 
 

2.1 Project Objectives 
The key objectives of this project are to; 

 encourage economic development through private investment, into both the development of 
the vacant lots and the improvement of the existing buildings / surrounds; 

 ensure retention of existing businesses, and attract new businesses, and services; 

 assist with new employment opportunity through the creation of new businesses; 

 improve the streetscape to make the presentation of our main town-site's shopping precinct 
more attractive for local residents, tourists and potential investors (both business and 
residential); 

 improve the efficiency of both traffic and pedestrian movements within the area in order to 
make it a safer area for both vehicles and people; 

 make access to and from the precinct better regulated, improving safety for highway users; 

 create a precinct that can be promoted in order to further lift the profile of the region as a 
destination for visitors, tree-changers and investors; and 

 encourage current landowners to improve their own land and buildings in keeping with the 
'new look' and feel of the precinct. 

 

2.2 Project Background 
For a number of years there have been requests from the community to Council for safety improvements in 
Bindoon’s ‘CBD’.  The current inadequate roadway and parking designs, along with the lack of a footpath, 
mean that the area is quite dangerous for both vehicles and pedestrians, with a number of ‘near misses’ 
occurring on a regular basis. 
 

Binda Place is 265 metres in length, by 15 to 17 metres wide; the surface is a bitumen seal, there is no line 
marking nor refuge islands for traffic separation.  There is no footpath available for pedestrians and with no 
rear service lanes delivery trucks utilise the main carriageway as well. 
 

There are two entry points onto Great Northern Highway and traffic counts indicate that daily movements 
are in the vicinity of 493 (southern entrance) and 730 (northern entrance). 
 

In 2004 an improvement plan was drafted, including the proposal of a “Town Square”.  Whilst over the 
decade that followed there was continued Council and Community support for this proposal and other 
concept plans, there was no funding available to assist with the works that needed to be undertaken.  
Funding has been identified for the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 financial years that can support the 
improvement. 
 

2.2.1. Original Concept Plan  
A previous concept plan was drafted (Figure 2a), with an estimated budget in excess of $1,400,000, which 
included the purchase of land (plus the required earthworks) for car parking purposes.  When undertaking a 
cost benefit analysis of the proposal this concept was abandoned as too cost prohibitive.  

 
(Figure 2a - Binda Place, original concept plan) 
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This resulted in the concept Plan being reworked to provide an affordable, yet effective option where an 
agreement has been entered into with a landowner for access rather than land being purchased.  This Plan 
still achieves the desired outcomes of Council, keeping in mind the constraints of existing infrastructure, 
the Highway and the Lake. 
 

 
(Figure 2b – Binda Place, updated concept plan B) 

Footpath located along shop frontage on private land. 
Concept not achievable, unable to reach agreement with landowners. 

 

 
(Figure 2c – Binda Place, updated concept plan C) 

Footpath located partially on private and partially on Shire land. 
Concept not achievable, unable to reach agreement with landowners. 
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(Figure 2d – Binda Place, updated concept plan D) 

Footpath located on Shire land. 
One-way traffic flow required to allow for this. 

 

2.2.2 Shire of Chittering 
The Shire of Chittering, as a peri-urban council, is one of the fastest growing local governments in the 
Wheatbelt.  It has an average growth rate of 5%+ over the last 5 years. The townsite of Bindoon is 
strategically located 85kms from the Perth’s CBD and is the Shire’s main townsite, and is connected to 
Perth via the Great Northern Hwy (National Hwy # 95). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: 
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=WA+wheatbelt+map&view=detail&id=4EF0240B134708545600817B56434B5DE5F55F0A&first=0&qpvt=W
A+wheatbelt+map&FORM=IDFRIR 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=WA+wheatbelt+map&view=detail&id=4EF0240B134708545600817B56434B5DE5F55F0A&first=0&qpvt=WA+wheatbelt+map&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=WA+wheatbelt+map&view=detail&id=4EF0240B134708545600817B56434B5DE5F55F0A&first=0&qpvt=WA+wheatbelt+map&FORM=IDFRIR
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Latest Population forecasts from the Western Planning Commission highlight Chittering as 1 of 10 high 
growth local governments in the State. 
 

 
 

2.2.3 Road Safety Audit (excerpt) 
Undertaken 26 February 2013, by RSA Works. 
Binda Place Safety Audit Findings and Recommendations (page 8) 
 

Binda Place Alignment:  Binda Place currently has two entry/exit points to the Great Northern Highway and 
with redesign and realignment work the northern entry/exit point could be removed which will enhance 
traffic safety. 

 Recommendation:  redesign and realign the northern end of Binda Place to form a ninety degree T 
junction with Gray Road. 

 

Northern Entry / Exit Point:  following the construction of the new junction at Gray Road the northern 
entry/exit point will become redundant. 

 Recommendation:  redesign and apply concrete edge kerbing to block off the northern entry/exit 
point to the Great Northern Highway 

 

Southern Entry / Exit Point:  consultation with Main Roads WA will be required for a suitable design for the 
southern entry/exit point to the Great Northern Highway. 

 Recommendation:  liaise with Main Roads WA regarding the required design for the entry/exit point 
onto the Great Northern Highway, giving consideration to the classes of vehicles that need to use 
Binda Place. 

 

Pedestrian Requirement:  pedestrian safety on Binda Place with the current design and road features is poor 
and requires planning and upgrade to offer safe movement areas for pedestrians. 

 Recommendation:  at design stage incorporate suitable dual use paths and complying crossing 
points through Binda Place. 

 

Delineation:  at the time of inspection there was a faded centre line on Binda Place and parking bay marking 
at several points. 

 Install signage as required in accordance with Australian standard AS1742.2-2009, repaint the 
centre line markings or use concrete centre islands, and upgrade the concrete edge markings as 
required to offer a complying and safe road and remove all redundant parking bay markings and 
apply further road markings as required including disabled bays. 
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Shire Office Entry Point:  during the upgrade of Binda Place consideration, planning and the upgrade of the 
(adjacent) Shire office entry point will be required. 

 Recommendation:  upgrade the entry/exit point into the Shire offices to Main Roads WA 
requirements and in accordance with all AustRoads and Australian standards. 

 

Highway Parking:  the current provision for heavy haulage parking on the Great Northern Highway is very 
sub-standard with high numbers of heavy vehicles parking on a rough gravel area at the northern end of the 
highway abeam the Bindoon bakery. 

 Recommendation:  liaise with Main Road WA and request provision be made for suitable Heavy 
Haulage parking on the Great Northern Highway towards the northern end of Binda Place. 

 

2.3 Policy and Strategic Framework 
 

2.3.1 Local Planning Policy No1 – Bindoon Townsite (excerpts) 
Sub-Precinct A – Business and Commercial Strip 

 “Binda Place is the main shopping area” 

 “it is both an accessway and parking area” 

 “the road needs to continue to Gray Road to provide for additional accessibility to both improve 
parking and reduce traffic movements and conflict points with the highway” 

 “the corner of Gray Road and the highway could accommodate a small low garden and additional 
parking providing clear sight lines are maintained” 

 “there is a need to clearly differentiate the trafficway from parking areas to allow for safe vehicle 
movement and protection for pedestrian shoppers” 

 “street vegetation requires enhancement and additional pedestrian comfort areas need to be 
installed” 

Directions 

 extend a common pathway / firebreak along the rear of the shops from Gray Road to Edmonds 
Place; 

 extend Binda Place past the Shire dwelling to link with the car park in front of the Shire office; 

 extend Binda Place to Gray Road to provide safer access; 

 improve the landscaping between the highway and Binda Place; 

 more seasonal colour as a tourist attraction; 
o additional shade in the parking areas 
o open exposure to shop front from the highway 
o shaded seating for travellers 

 additional parking on the lower end near Gray Road; 

 landscape the remainder of the land to provide a more aesthetic address to the precinct; 

 adopt a plan clearly demarking the access and parking of the sealed surfaces and improve access to 
the highway by clearly marking traffic directions and controls; 

 liaise with CALM to provide a satisfactory fire break at the rear of the buildings [note: this was 
completed through the installation of the Needoonga Walk Trail which can also be used as fire 
access]; 

 provide additional shaded seating along designated and clearly defined pedestrian pathways; and 

 provide guidelines for the continued attractive presentation of all structures as to building height, 
colour of walls and roof, façade advertising, verandas, landscaping and car parking. 

 
2.3.2 Chittering Strategic Community Plan 2012-2022 
Built Environment: Infrastructure for Future Lifestyle Choices 
Outcome – Local and Central Activity Areas Supporting Community Needs 

 Strategy – create options to enhance growth, redevelopment activity, and the individuality of local 
areas. 

o Key Priority – build and create local hubs. 
Outcome – Local and Central Activity Areas Supporting Community Needs 
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 Strategy – provide a regional and central area providing recreation, employment, housing and 
service choices. 

o Key Priority – continue to develop Bindoon as the Regional Centre. 
o Key Priority – redevelopment of Binda Place as an attractive, inviting and functional main 

street environment. 
Access: Local Transport and Access Solutions  
Outcome – Safe Access 

 Strategy – facilitate improved road safety. 
o Key Priority – continue to ensure appropriate road designs. 

 Strategy – enable inclusive access. 
o Key Priority – continue with the development of footpaths. 

Economic: Prosperity for the Future 
Outcome – Economic Growth 

 Strategy – seek investment for local business growth. 
o Key Priority – promote Chittering as a sound place to invest. 

 Strategy – facilitate local service growth. 
o Key Priority – plan and promote local hubs – retail, home businesses. 

 
2.3.3 Chittering Economic Development Strategy 2015-2025 
Endorsed 23 February 2015. 
Key Strategic Direction One:  Enabling Infrastructure 

Main Street Revitalisation – Hub Creation 
Implement the Binda Place Improvement Plan. 

 To encourage new development and investment. 

 To increase attractiveness as a place to invest and live. 
Key Strategic Direction Four:  Economic Precincts 

Construction of a Great Northern Highway heavy traffic bypass road 
Facilitate the formation of a network of affected local businesses and collate research 
undertaken in other locations to assist with the development of a future Plan. 

 Chittering needs to be on the ‘front foot’ and have a plan in place to offset any 
negative social / economic  

 
2.3.4 Strategic Framework (2011-2015) for the Wheatbelt 
This project could be reasonably expected to result in social and economic benefit to the region through;   

1. Building capacity in regional communities – by strengthening the ability and capacity of the region 
to support and enhance retail business. 

2. Retaining benefits in the regional communities – without improvement there is the risk that the 
existing businesses might not survive, and new businesses will not be attracted. 

3. Attaining sustainability – this project will ensure that this retail precinct is sustainable.   
4. Expanding opportunities – due to the limited retail outlet options provided in the area this project 

presents new expansion opportunities.  
5. Growing prosperity – the improvement will create a stronger community hub and sense of well-

being, creating the opportunity for economic prosperity for existing and new businesses.  
 

2.4 Deliverables  
The key deliverables of this project are; 

 increased investment in property development in Binda Place; 

 increase in local employment opportunities;   

 improved access and efficiency (traffic and pedestrian); 

 improved safety (traffic and pedestrian); 

 improved streetscape appearance (landscaping and street furniture); and 

 creation of a promotable precinct. 
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2.5 Stakeholder Identification 
During the past twenty-four months stakeholder consultation has been undertaken to ensure the inclusion 
and consideration of all land / business owners.  The list below details those involved in the process; 

 Main Roads WA 

 Wheatbelt Development Commission 

 Mr Shane Love – Local Member of State Parliament 

 Chittering Chamber of Commerce    

 5 – Caltex Roadhouse, property owners 

 7 – Bindoon IGA, property owners / business operators 

 9 – Bindoon Hardware, property owner / business operator 

 11 – Vacant building – property owner 

 13 – Vacant land – landowner 

 15 – Bindoon Fresh Meats – property owner and business operator 

 17 – Vacant land – landowner 

 19 – Bendigo Bank / Love Ya Locks – property owner and business operators 

 21 – Bindoon Medical Centre – Shire owned building 

 25 – Bindoon Pharmacy – land owner / business operator 

 27 –Bindoon Bakehaus, Country Values Realty and the Dental Surgery – property owner 

 29 – Bindoon Chitterbug – property owner / business operator 
 

The draft Concept Plan (see Figure 2c) was also put out for Public Comment in July 2015.  Eight community 
members submitted detailed feedback which was taken into consideration during the preparation of the 
final Concept Plan (see Figure 2d). 
 

2.6 Project Budget and Funding Strategy 
 

Item 
Cost 

(excl gst) 
Council 

Roads to 
Recovery 

Wheatbelt 
Regional Grants 

Scheme 

Stage 1 Works:  Carriageway, Parking & Access 

Overflow Parking (2015/2016) 16,207  16,207  

Survey and Design 49,900  49,900  

Road Construction 223,025  223,025  

Drainage Pipes 12,480  12,480  

Line Marking 3,225  3,225  

Signage and Guide Posts 7,800  7,800  

Kerbing 8,404  8,404  

Service Relocations 18,000  18,000  

Street Lights (additional) 95,000  95,000  

Works Crew and Plant 58,685  58,685  

Sub-total 492,726 0 492,726 0 

Beautification, including Footpath 

Informational Signage 31,000   31,000 

Promotional Signage 15,000   15,000 

Street Furniture  35,000   35,000 

Street Plantings  26,000   26,000 

Activation (retailer education / promotion) 8,100   8,100 

Landscape Design 12,400   12,400 

Footpath  51,840  37,340 14,500 

Works Crew – Installation (est. 152 hours) 14,500  14,500  

Sub-total 193,840 0 51,840 142,000 

Total Expenses $686,566 $0 $544,566 $142,000 
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2.7 Project Timeframes & Key Milestones 
 

Main Activities/Milestone 
Milestone 

Date 
Responsibility 

Site Preparation End January 2016 
Executive Manager Technical 
Services 

Carriageway, parking and footpath End March 2016 
Executive Manager Technical 
Services 

Beautification – street furniture / 
signage 

End April 2016 Economic Development Officer 

Beautification – plantings End June 2016 
Executive Manager Technical 
Services 

 

Signage will be in accordance with the Shire’s Local Law.  Street furniture will complement existing items 
within the Shire. 
 

2.8 Risk Assessment   
A range of risks have been identified that may impact on the delivery of this project have been assessed 
from an ISO:31000 point of view, which examines the risks from a consequence and likelihood approach to 
provide a risk rating. 

 

 
 
2.8.1 Internal Risks 
 

Cost Escalation 

Likelihood Possible  Consequence Insignificant  Risk Rating Low  

Mitigation Strategy  

 The project budget has been prepared by the Executive Manager Technical Services, who will also 
oversee the project ensuring an understanding of the requirements and costings. 

 Estimates have been gained for all costs based on the concept plan and are considered in line with 
current market rates.  

2.8.2 External Risks 
 

Unsuccessful Funding Application/s 

Likelihood Possible Consequence Moderate  Risk Rating Medium 

Mitigation Strategy  

 Extend the term of the project in order to seek alternative funding. 
 

Destruction of public utilities (Western Power, Telstra, Water)  

Likelihood Possible Consequence Moderate  Risk Rating Medium 

Mitigation Strategy  

 Dial before you dig. 

 Employ a cable locator to identify and mark all services.  
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Disruption to business operators   

Likelihood Possible Consequence Moderate  Risk Rating Medium 

Mitigation Strategy  

 Appropriate project planning to ensure shops customers have access at all times 

 Continually communicate with business operators.  
 

Traffic management    

Likelihood Possible Consequence Moderate  Risk Rating Medium 

Mitigation Strategy  

 Ensure appropriate traffic management plan is in place at all times  

 Ensure compliance with traffic management plan at all times.  
 

3 IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY  
 

3.1 Communication Plan  
 Media Releases, at the commencement of each stage of the project and upon completion. 

o All Councillors and Staff (email) 
o eChatter (monthly email newsletter) 
o Keep Me Posted (monthly mail newsletter) 
o Facebook 
o Local Business List (email) 
o Local Community Group List (email) 
o Media Contact List (email) 
o Post Office Noticeboard 
o Shire Webpage (Discover – Projects) 

 ‘Grand Opening’ event upon the completion of the project (currently planned for 24 April 2016 in 
conjunction with a new annual event being organised by a local business owner). 

 Launching of a ‘shop local’ campaign for the precinct. 
 

3.2 Governance  
As the improvement is upon Shire land only no agreements will need to be entered into.   
 
3.3.1 Project Management  
The Shire of Chittering will be responsible for the administration, receipt and management of all funding 
sought under this plan. The Shire has appropriately qualified and experienced personnel in the 
management of construction projects and where required will contract external expertise to assist in the 
delivery of the project. 
 
3.3.2 Asset Ownership  
The carriageway, footpaths and street furniture will be owned by the Shire of Chittering. 
 
3.3.3 Asset Maintenance 
The Shire of Chittering will be the owner and manager of the carriageway, footpaths and street furniture 
throughout its life.  The Shire has made provision in its forward financial plan for the annual costs 
associated with the maintenance of this new asset. 
 
There are no legal or accounting issues associated with the maintenance of the proposed new asset. 
 

http://www.chittering.wa.gov.au/discover/events-calendar/events-gallery.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/chittering.shire
http://www.chittering.wa.gov.au/council/news-and-media/default.aspx
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3.4 Photographs 
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3.5 Aerial View 
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3.6 Map (Proposed Parking and Footpath) 
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3.7 Proposed Street Furniture 
The Parkline style of street furniture has been chosen in keeping with other street furniture existing within 
the CBD, and throughout the Shire. 
 

The items are pictured in “Grey”, however it is proposed that a brighter, more eye-catching and rural colour 
is selected for use through Binda Place.  Possibly a dark green or red as is featured at the Bindoon Town 
Hall. 
 

  
Bench Seat 

 
Table and Chairs 

 
Bin Surround 
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