
Banyule Community Gardens Guidelines 

1. Introduction  
 
This document sets out Council’s rationale and policy principles for supporting the 
establishment of community gardens and provides guidelines to assist interested community 
organisations to determine their eligibility.  
 

2. Rationale 
 
In supporting the establishment of community gardens in carefully selected locations, 
Council recognised that well managed community gardens can potentially provide a range of 
community benefits.  
 
Urban agriculture is becoming an increasingly popular activity in many cities around the 
World. In recent years there have also been local movements, such as “Transitions Towns” 
that are promoting community gardening in Melbourne. Several years ago Council 
established its first community garden on Council land at Buna Reserve as part of the 
Heidelberg West Neighbourhood Renewal Program. This garden was developed following a 
planning exercise for the Reserve which involved rigorous consultation with the local 
community. The Banyule Community Health Service manages this garden in conjunction 
with local residents who are the plot holders. The Bellfield Community Garden has also 
recently commenced operating at the Bellfield Community Centre following a local 
community consultation process. There are also a number of existing community gardens on 
church and education department land within Banyule.    
 
Community gardens can play a key role in creating spaces that increase community 
participation and access for a diverse range of community groups. They can help to build 
connections between community members and provide learning opportunities.  
 
While community gardens provide a range of community benefits, including those set out 
below, there are also risks, which Council needs to mitigate. 
 
(a) Benefits 

The potential benefits of community gardens include creating opportunities for 
community members to:  

• Have their own plot to create a garden 
• Meet others 
• Share information on food production 
• Harness rainwater for gardening 
• Promote sustainable gardening practices 

 
(b) Risks 

The risks, which need to be managed include: 
 
• The introduction of pest insects and weeds.  
• Contamination because of inappropriate use of chemicals, herbicides, pesticides, 

etc.  
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• The potential for conflict between plot holders. 
• Gardening associated injuries. 

 
 

3. Council policy with regard to community gardens 

Council’s community garden policy is based on a number of factors and actions: 

• Council’s preference is for community gardens not to be located on public open space, 
where there is a viable alternative.  

• Before an eligible community organisation can establish a community garden on Council 
owned or managed land, they will be required to sign a lease with Council. 

• Such agreements will be developed with successful applicant organisations for an initial term 
of 3 to 5 years. 

• Community consultation will be held within the neighbourhood where a community garden 
is proposed prior to any approval being given. 

• Community organisations, which receive approval to establish a community garden, will be 
eligible to apply for one off, start-up grants. However Council will not provide assistance for 
on-going operating costs. Organisations planning to establish a community garden on non- 
Council land are also eligible to apply to Council for a one off establishment grant, provided 
they meet all of the eligibility criteria.  

• Council can assist with the preparation of an initial design for a proposed garden. The 
design, irrespective of who prepares it, will ultimately be required to be approved by 
Council. 

•  Potential sites will need to be assessed for any soil or ground water contamination prior to 
the establishment of a community garden. The cost of soil testing maybe met from Council’s 
“one off” establishment grant.  

• Organisations operating community gardens on Council land will be encouraged, where 
possible, to run relevant workshops and training programs for their local communities, such 
as nutrition, cooking, sustainable living and gardening practices; etc.   

• Only organisations which meet Council’s eligibility criteria may apply to establish a 
community garden on Council owned or managed land. 
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4. Role of Council  

Council believes it has a number of key roles in supporting the establishment of community 
gardens where there is an identified demand in a particular community, as follows:  

• Assist with the identification of suitable sites to establish community gardens.  
• Oversee a community consultation process within the neighbourhood where a 

community garden is proposed prior to approval. 
• To make the final decisions on the location of community gardens,  where they are to 

be located on Council owned or managed land  
• Assist in guiding groups with the setting up of appropriate governance structures by 

providing document templates where possible.  
• A once off contribution to assist with community garden establishment costs.  
• Inspect community gardens on council land every twelve months to ensure they 

comply with Council’s guidelines. 
 

While Council will play the role of a facilitator/supporter, groups managing community 
gardens are expected to be largely self-sufficient.  

5. Organisation Eligibility Criteria 

Only “not for profit” community organisations which are incorporated, may apply to 
establish a community garden on Council owned land. Organisations wishing to apply must 
be able to demonstrate they have the capacity and resources to manage a community 
garden and maintain the land upon which it is located in a clean, tidy and presentable 
condition and to generally comply with these Guidelines. Organisations applying to establish 
a community garden must:  

• Be an incorporated “not for profit” organisation  
• Have a philosophy which encourages the use of sustainable food production 

methods.  
• Demonstrate the ability to develop and maintain adequate accountable 

management and governance structures for a community garden.  
• Have a clearly articulated rationale for establishing a community garden. 
• Have an open membership policy by allowing anyone, regardless of cultural, 

religious, or socio-economic background, to participate. 
• Allow people regardless of their physical or intellectual ability to participate. 
• Have adequate public liability insurance. 
• Undertake a soil test on the proposed site. 
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6. Role of Community Organisations  

Where a community garden is to be established, the community organisation involved will 
also be responsible for a number of actions:    

• To maintain the community garden to a high standard of neatness, tidiness and 
safety. 

• To ensure the community garden, as much as possible, fits in and complements the 
local streetscape. 

• To be incorporated and develop and maintain its own committee, charters and 
governance structures for the community garden.  

• To operate their community garden as an accessible community facility. 
• To be self-sufficient, as Council will not be in a position to provide on-going financial 

or in-kind support.  
• To demonstrate that they have the capacity to raise their own operating funds and 

resources. 
• To provide a social/educational program to be offered from the community garden. 

 
 
 

7. Land Selection Criteria 
 
Council’s first preference is, where possible, for community gardens to be located on land 
own by other organisations, including churches, the education department, or public 
authorities, such as “Vic Track,” Melbourne Water, etc.  
 
Where there is no such land located in reasonable proximity, Council land, which is not 
classified as public open space, including easements, rights of way, or vacant unclassified 
land may then be considered.  
 
If there is no other option but to locate a community garden in a functioning park, a 
proposal showing how the garden complements any existing master plans or proposals for 
that park must be provided.  The following land selection criteria shall also apply:  
 

• Community gardens should be located where there is a high level of community 
interest.  

• Priority should be given to locating community gardens where they can service 
medium and high density residential areas where residents often have minimal 
access to private open space: e.g. in or near designated activity centres. 

• Priority should be given to the establishment of community gardens where there is 
demonstrated social disadvantage; e.g. public housing areas, and areas where there 
are a high number of recently arrived migrants or refugees and a community garden 
can help to develop social cohesion. 

• Where a community garden will have minimal impact on existing infrastructure. 
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8. Application Process 

Eligible community organisations wishing to establish a community garden on Council 
owned or managed land, must submit a detailed proposal to Council using the official 
application form available on our website. If the proposal complies with all aspects of these 
guidelines, Council staff will then work with the applicant group to identify the most 
appropriate parcel of land for the garden to be established.  

NB: It is not a community organisation’s prerogative to choose Council land as a site for a 
community garden.  This is a decision for Council. 

9. Consultation 

A Council sanctioned public consultation will need to be held with the local community and 
any proposal will need to receive broad community support if it is to proceed on Council 
land. 

 

10. One off grant  

Organisations wishing to establish a community garden are eligible to apply to Council for a 
one off establishment grant. However they must also be able to demonstrate their capacity 
to resource and to take full responsibility for the management and maintenance of a 
community garden, as Council does not have the resources to manage or maintain 
community gardens on an on-going basis. 

11. Community Grants 
 
Once the Community Garden is established there will also be the opportunity to apply for 
the funding of specific programs or facilities through the Banyule Community Grants 
Process.  
 

12. Ineligible Food Plants 

Plants or trees not permitted to be grown in community gardens are those included on the 
Banyule City Council website via the following link 
http://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/Council/Environment-and-Sustainabilty/Trees-and-
Plants/Weeds. 

13. Non-Compliance 

If a community garden is on Council owned or managed land, Council reserves the right to 
either rectify a non-compliance or to remove any non-compliant community gardens at the 
cost of the responsible community group.  
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14. Disclaimer  

These guidelines will be reviewed from time to time in consideration of feedback received 
and on the operation of community gardens. Council therefore reserves the right to review 
and modify the guidelines and request organisations operating community gardens on 
Council owned or managed to comply with any new conditions resulting from such reviews.  
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