One Off The Wood
By Wally Graham

Asterios Satrazemis: Aggreko
The Olympic Games may be over but Aggreko boss Asterios Satrazemis told The Roadhouse
his company is still powering along.

When I walk around mine sites I
notice many pieces of equipment
with Aggreko written on them and
have often wondered what exactly it
is that you do.
Aggreko is a global PLC (Public
Limited Company) company with
our headquarters based out of
Glasgow in Scotland.
We trade on the London Stock
Exchange and are the largest global
provider of temporary power and
temperature control equipment.
As a global company we operate
in 100 countries across 165 locations
employing over 4000 staff.
Our business is basically split into
two areas. We have what we call our
International Power Projects business, which is where we go into less
developed countries that have utility
issues and supply support to the grid.
We supply 100 megawatt temporary power stations that help support
those power grid issues.
We also operate what we call our
Local Business, which is made up
of depots located across North

America and Europe as well as our
businesses here in Australia and over
in New Zealand.
We have 25 locations in the
Australian – New Zealand market,
from which we provide temporary
power and temperature control
wherever it may be needed.
That may be for the mining
industry supplying construction
power for building camps or cooling
applications for underground mines.
So why would a mining company
come knocking on your door and
when they do what would you expect
them to ask for?
We can cover their power needs
from dry-hire to a full turnkey solution – so some miners would come
to us and tell us they’re bidding out
a job for the provision of power to
their camp.
So we will do the bid and factor
in their specific needs. We can drop
in a 5, 10, 15, or 20 megawatt power
station, depending on the size of the
camp.

Additionally there will be instances
where they may be waiting for the
utility to physically reach the site. We
can fill that gap. That’s why we are a
temporary solution.
That’s exactly what we did for a
client in New South Wales; where
grid power was supposed to be
connected but it wasn’t going to
happen fast enough.
The company realised that if they
didn’t have power they wouldn’t be
able to commence production on
schedule, which ultimately would
cost them a lot of money so they
had us install a 15 megawatt power
station, which had them up and
running straight away.
Power is one of the more necessary
boxes to tick for a mining operation;
especially those in remote areas that
may be a start-up exploration play,
how flexible are you in being able to
meet individual demands?
We have had plenty of cases just
like that; when somebody just needs
a 125 kilovolt power set for some
particular application.
We have also catered for cases
when a company may be reopening
a mine that may just have a three
to four year mine life so they don’t
want to make the investment in
permanent power infrastructure.
They come to us and we provide
base load power.
To what extent are you involved?
Do you just walk up and say, ‘here’s
your power’ and walk away and come
back when they’re finished to take it
back, or are you more hands on?

Some customers want us to do
everything. That means we install a
power generator unit then fuel it and
service it throughout the life of the
project.
Other customers have their own
staff that they have who will look
after all that.
How is your power generation fleet
powered?
We have two options available. We
have diesel operated generators or
we also have gas powered generators.
The gas generators are something
we introduced globally about six
years ago and we have had some
good success with them here in
Australia.
We will have three gas powered
applications in place by the end
of the year providing just over 50
megawatts of gas power generated
base load power.
Does the gas supply solution offer
companies a lower carbon footprint?
Obviously the gas would have a
lower carbon emission than the
diesel and we are starting to see a
lot of enquiries from companies
wanting to know more about it.
The limitation is whether or not a
company has access to a gas pipeline.
The way things stand at present, if
they are in a remote location without
such access, there isn’t a current
turnkey solution.
It is something we are exploring
at the moment, but for those with
access to gas it is a great solution
that does offer a lower carbon
footprint.
Your business extends beyond the
mining industry and I believe you
were the power generator of choice
for the recent London Olympic
Games?
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That’s a great example of an events
job for us, which was high-profile
and high stress.
The guys did a great job. It was the
largest ever temporary power project
in the United Kingdom.
It was 260 megawatts provided by
around 550 generators. It was a great
achievement.

It also demonstrated the scale of job
you are able to cater for?
Aggreko has a long history of events
like the Olympics and we have also
provide power solutions for the
soccer and rugby World Cups.
Those events get a lot of attention, for obvious reasons, they

That must have given watching the
Olympics an extra edge of excitement?
Absolutely; we were the base
power providers for the opening
and closing ceremonies, so you can
imagine what it must have been like
watching it all unfold.
It was a great testament to the
team up there; they did an incredible
job without a hitch for something
that was so spread out across such
a large area of one of the world’s
busiest cities.

capture the world’s collective
imagination.
Any given day, though, we will
be running base load power for a
number of mines, large or small,
around the country where if the
power goes down they could potentially start losing millions of dollars
in revenue.
I find the stress level of thinking
about that just as frightening as
the lights going out as Usain Bolt
crosses the finish line of the 100
metre sprint.

