
 

 

Year 12 Graduation 
At the Graduation Assembly on Friday 18 November we officially farewelled the Class of 2016. As is tradition at 
Rivermount College, the Senior Class take to the stage for the last time to share with us the highlights and memories 
formed during their journey at the College. It is an emotional time for parents, students and staff as we reflect on the 
many experiences shared by our community. The Graduating Class of 2016 shared words of reflection and thanks, 
musical performances and original compositions, a number of special awards were also presented to members of the 
Graduating Class. 
 
The Year 12 cohort is to be congratulated on a successful year as leaders of the College. For many, it has been a 
journey travelled together from the very beginning in Primary School, to others that joined the journey in the Middle 
and even the Senior years. Close friendships have been formed during this time and I am sure that these bonds will 
continue to flourish and grow beyond the school gates of Rivermount. 
 
As a community we extend our sincere wishes to the Class of 2016 as they embrace a new future beyond the gates 
of Rivermount. This is an exciting time for our graduates to explore new possibilities and opportunities with the 
knowledge that the years invested at Rivermount College have laid a valuable foundation upon which to build a 
successful and enjoyable future. Positive outcomes stem from positive attitudes and actions. Our students are taught 
to dream big and I believe that as they meet the outside world and their future, the dreams and aspirations of our 
graduates will guide them to success. 
 
Christmas Assembly 
The final day of the 2016 school year was celebrated by staff, students and parents with a combined College 
Assembly that focused on the true meaning of Christmas. The newly elected Student Leadership Team for 2017, led 
the assembly with an entertaining, yet thought provoking message that captured the joy and spirit of the festive 
season.  
 
The Nativity Play, performed by students from Year 3 was one of the many highlights of the final assembly along with 
the performance of Here Comes Santa Claus, Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer and Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
by the Year 11 Music Class and College Staff. The Lower Primary Choir entertained the audience with a beautiful 
rendition of Away in a Manager whilst the Upper Primary Choir led the community in the singing of Feliz Navidad. 
 
The Christmas Assembly has become an important annual tradition at Rivermount College with the donation of gifts 
and essential food items to the Salvation Army Christmas Appeal. This year, students from Prep to Year 12 emulated 
the positive spirit of giving with a wonderful selection and quantity of gifts donated. On behalf of the College 
community I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to all families that donated items to this wonderful cause.  
 
This year has been one of positive student participation and achievement and we concluded the final Term with the 
presentation of Principal’s Awards for November. Congratulations to all students from Prep to Year 11 who received 
recognition for their outstanding efforts in the final weeks of term.  
 
It has truly been a wonderful year at Rivermount and one that has been all the more special as we celebrated our 25 
year anniversary. The high level of student participation and the positive spirit of our community has seen the College 
excel in all areas of campus life. More importantly we have continued to grow in strength and spirit as a community 
that is able to support our families, students and those less fortunate than ourselves.  
 

On behalf of the students and staff of Rivermount College, I wish all families a blessed and safe Christmas as you 
share the joy of family at this special time.  
 
Richard Young 
Principal 
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Secondary News 

The Year 5 students finished the year with a unit about Shopping. Each group had 
to choose an item to sell, make a sign for their shop and also make enough origami 
items to sell on the shopping day. All students were able to practice the language 
sequence for shopping as both a shopper and a shopkeeper. If your family visits a 
Japanese restaurant over the holidays, please encourage your Year 5 child to have 
a go at the language sequence which includes how to order and how to ask for the 
price.  
 

Photos are accessible on the Weebly page: www.rivermountjapanese.weebly.com 
and go to ‘In Our Classroom’ - Password RMCJAP! The Japanese Weebly page will 
remain active over the holidays so students can still access games and activities 
which are linked to the page. I look forward to sharing many more Japanese activities with the students in 2017. 
Kath Kirkpatrick 
Sensei 

Year 8 and Year 9 Textile Creation Projects 

The Year 8 students were also involved in designing and creating their boxer shorts. The 
students were provided with a basic pattern and asked to investigate some embellishment 
techniques to personalize their project. Many students came up with some creative and 
attractive styles.  
Josie Villacorta 
Home Economics Coordinator 

Primary News 

This term, the Year 9 students have worked hard to investigate popular 
street fashion for teenagers. It was an interesting unit for the students 
as they explored a wide range of factors that contribute to a functional 
and attractive clothes design. The unit provided them with a better 
understanding of textile fabrics and their characteristics and the use 
and interpretation of pattern instructions.  
 

The students chose suitable designs for leisure wear and appropriate 
fabrics for their pattern. Many students took up the challenge of using 
some complicated patterns to complete their impressive outfits. The 
budding fashion designers modelled their creation with great pride and 
satisfaction.  

Primary Japanese 

To close out the performance calendar of 
our bands and ensembles, the Primary 
Wind Ensemble performed in The Early 
Learning Centre on Thursday 10 
November to an audience of Prep to  Year 
3 students. It was a wonderful opportunity 
for the group to test out some new 
material for 2017 as well as consolidating 
the development that has occurred since 
their eisteddfod performance earlier in the 
year. 

Primary Wind Ensemble Performance for Prep 

With our Year 6 students graduating to the Concert Band next year, it is vital that we continue the growth and 
development of this training band with new students in Year 4 and Year 5. If any students are interested in joining 
the group, please contact Mr Swaby. 
Darryn Swaby 
Performing Arts Tuition Coordinator 

Rivermount College student Daniel Briese has been selected in the Queensland 
Athletics Talent squad and received the Gold Coast Academy of Sport 2016 Future Stars 
Encouragement Award. Daniel will compete at the Australian National Titles before the 
years end and we wish him well. 
Andy Knapper 
Director of Sport 

The Future Is Bright For Daniel 

http://www.rivermountjapanese.weebly.com


 

 

Primary News  

On Tuesday 15 November Rivermount College Year 2 students travelled into South Brisbane to visit the 
Queensland Museum and the Sciencentre. Please enjoy the student’s recounts of the excursion below. 
 

Mel Coutts 
Primary Teacher 

Noyea Parks Residents Visit to Prep 

On Thursday 17 November the Prep to Year 3 students joined together to have a fabulous day of Water Fun at The 
Nicolson Memorial Pool. Students showed off their great swimming skills, as well as enjoying the slip n slides, water 
relays, flag races and water balloons. Everyone had a fabulous time. Thank you to all of the staff and parent helpers 
for making the day such a wonderful success. Please see the attached flyer for fantastic photos of the day. 
 

Mel Coutts 
Primary School Teacher 

Prep to Year 3 Water Fun Day 

On Monday 21 November, the Prep students welcomed guests from Noyea Retirement Village into the classroom. 
We had seven vivacious residents who participated in a range of art, craft and cooking activities. The students 
enjoyed sharing their culinary and craft skills with their guests and asked their visitors some interesting questions. 
 

The Lower Primary Choir joined the Prep students with some festive carolling. Thanks to Mrs Ruth Speight who 
lead the choir with songs such as Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, Away in a Manger and We Wish You A Merry 
Christmas. The Prep classes completed the visit with a Christmas story read by Miss Alyson Clarkson which was 
followed by a special luncheon provided by all the Prep Staff members.  
 

The residents were overjoyed by the hospitality they received from both staff and students. They commended the 
students on their manners and respect, and praised staff for their efforts on a friendly, welcoming visit.  
 

Kim Roberts 
Prep Teacher  

On our excursion, the three classes went to 
four different places. When we got out of 
the bus at the museum, we got into our 
groups. The first place was the Bodyzone 
and we were so excited and energetic. 
Right in the middle, I got lost so I went to 
the people that have white shirts on and 
they found my group so quickly and we 
were able to move on to the show. After 
that, we went on the Ferris wheel which 
was so much fun. 
By Taylor Seabrook 

Year 2 Excursion to Museum and Sciencentre 

On Tuesday, Year 2 got to go on an excursion to the Queensland Museum and 
Sciencentre and that was exciting! We got to chat on the bus. When we got off 
the bus, we headed to the Energex Playasaurous place. We also went to 
Measure Island and that was amazing. We went to the Bodyzone and that was 
definitely amazing! After that, we had morning tea and lunch and then we went 
on the Wheel of Brisbane which was b-e-a-utiful. It was like we could see the 
whole city. After that, we had a walk around the museum and relaxed. It was the 
best excursion ever! By Hayden Stork 



 

 

 

 

Summer Vacation Care 
 
 

 

Monday 28 November to Friday 23 December 
 

Monday 2 January to Friday 20 January 
 

Monday 23 January 

 

For more information please contact OSHC on  
3287 0050 or  email: oshc@rivermount.qld.edu.au 

Primary News  

 

Last Mulching Working Bee 
 for 2016  

 

A group of dedicated workers are organising a small 
working bee on Sunday 4 December at 3.30pm to 
distribute mulch near the Riverwalk Tree site.  
 
This is an invitation to any student, parent or staff 
that could help with spreading the mulch over a two 
hour period.  
 
All volunteers would be very welcomed and any 
assistance greatly appreciated.  

Year 3 Excursion to Daisy Hill Koala Centre 

On Tuesday, 22 November the Year 6 cohort went to show 
their leadership skills and bravery at Thunderbird Park. 
There were many courses in the park to complete. The park 
may seem small but when you are in the trees and on the 
course it is an endless world of adventure. 
 

Ann Andersen 
Year 6 Teacher 

Year 6 Excursion  

In Geography this term, the Year 3 cohort have been studying the importance of parks and places to the community 
and environment. On Wednesday 23 November, Year 3 students attended an excursion to Daisy Hill Koala Centre. 
An exploration of Daisy Hill Koala Park was a perfect consolidation of their learning. 
 
Jenna Rutherfoord 
Year 3 Teacher  

Students Reflections from 3C: 
Favourite Experience 
▪ Going on the fun walking trails and reading the information signs about the 

trees, plants and animals that lived there. Ashlyn 
▪ Going into the air con and watching the wombat and turtle documentaries. 

Emily 
▪ Recording all the different animals we saw. Mia 
What I learnt 
▪ I really liked the Ranger talk, hearing about how they save Koalas using the 

Koala ambulance. Emmanuel 
▪ The male Koalas make a loud call (noise) to let the female koalas know they 

are near. Fifi 
▪ Koala’s mothers are only pregnant for one month. Mia 
Threats to the park 
▪ Cars are a threat to the Koalas because they have poor eyesight and can’t see 

the cars when they cross the road. Levi 
▪ Fire is a big threat to koalas because they get stuck in the trees and can’t get 

down. Joshua 
▪ Chopping down trees (illegal logging) is a threat because the koalas have 

nowhere to eat their leaves and use trees to escape their predators. Jensen 

Student Reflection 
Thunderbird Park High Ropes Course is designed to create a 
challenge for children and adults, from flying foxes to log 
climbing. There are five courses and we had three hours to 
complete as many courses as we could.  
Thunderbird Park is the best high ropes course I’ve been on. 
By Cayless Oliphant 



 

 

Important Dates to Remember 

 
 

More information is available from  
Parent Lounge and the College App 

Friday 16 December 2016 
▪ Rivermount College Administration Office closes for 2016 
 
2017 
Tuesday 3 January 
▪ Rivermount College Administration Office opens for 2017 
▪ Uniform Shop Open for Appointment Only 3/1 to 20/1 
 
Thursday 19 January 
▪ Pupil Free Day 
 
Friday 20 January 
▪ Pupil Free Day 
 
Saturday 21 January 
▪ Families and Friends Association Working Bee 
 
Monday 23 January 
▪ Orientation Day for Year 7, Prep and new students 
▪ Uniform Shop open. No appointment necessary 23/1 

Monday, 24/1 Tuesday, 25/1 Wednesday and 27/1 Friday 
at 7:45am to 12:00pm and 1:00pm to 3:45pm  

 
Tuesday 24 January 
▪ First Day of 2017 for all students 
 
Wednesday 25 January 
▪ TAS Training 
 
Thursday 26 January 
▪ Public Holiday Australia Day 
 
Friday 27 January 
▪ Academic Commendation Assembly Year 4 to Year 12  
 
Saturday 28 January 
▪ TAS Training 

Community News 
 
Kiah Park 
Riding Camps are for children 6 years to 
teens, and all riding abilities are catered 
for. Camp includes full accommodation 
and each child adopts, cares for and rides 
their very own horse. There are arena 
lessons, trail rides twice a day, a gymkhana and fun night 
activities. Children enjoy a very happy, healthy outdoor 
holiday with the opportunity to develop independence and 
create lifelong friendships and memories. 
 

7 Day Camps: 26 November to 3 December (Senior 
riders) / 3 to 10 December / 10 to 17 December /  
31 December 2016 to 7 January 2017 / 7 to 14 January 2017 / 
14 to 21 January 2017 
 

4 Day Camps: 17 to 21 December  
 

Day Trips: Mondays and Tuesdays of the holidays  
For more information please contact us on phone: 5486 6166, 
email: info@kiahpark.com.au, website: www.kiahpark.com.au 
or facebook: www.facebook.com/KiahPark1 

 
Australian Air Force Cadets (AAFC) 
The Development Organisation for Australian Air Force 
Cadets is recruiting for the 2017 intake. Enrolments for this 
intake will close in March 2017. The 202 and 223 Squadrons  
will be conducting Information evenings for potential recruits 
at 1830 hours (6:30pm) on the following dates: 
202 - Monday 6 February 2017 and  
Monday 20 February 2017  
at John Paul College, Daisy Hill  
226 - Tuesday 14 February 2017 and  
Tuesday 28 February 2017  
at Trinity College, Beenleigh  
 

The Australian Air Force Cadets aims to develop Australian 
youth in a military and aviation environment modelled off the 
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). The AAFC provides 
training and qualifications in powered flying, gliding, field 
navigation, survival, leadership, teamwork and music.  
 

To be eligible to join the AAFC a student: 
 Must be at least 13 years of age and under 18 years of 

age. 
 Must be a person ordinarily resident in Australia 
 Must have parent or guardian’s permission 
 Must be sufficiently fit and capable of carrying out normal 

duties and activities of a cadet in the AAFC 
 Must not be a current member of the Australian Navy 

Cadets or Australian Army Cadets 
 Agree to the AAFC Code of Conduct 
 

If your child is interested in joining the AAFC, please contact:  
admino.202sqn@airforcecadets.gov.au or  
admino.226sqn@airforcecadets.gov.au  
for an info pack and to RSVP for the information evening. If 
you would like to know more about the AAFC or about 
202SQN, please don’t hesitate to contact : 
co.226sqn@airforcecadets.gov.au or phone on 0418 287 672. 

Online Booklist Ordering for 2017 
Online Booklist ordering closes on  

Friday 9 December 2016 at 5:00pm. 
Visit www.flexischools.com to place your 2017 Booklist and 

Stationery order. Booklists are available from Parent Lounge. 

mailto:info@kiahpark.com.au
http://www.kiahpark.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/KiahPark1
mailto:admino.202sqn@airforcecadets.gov.au
mailto:admino.226sqn@airforcecadets.gov.au
mailto:co.226sqn@airforcecadets.gov.au


Primary School

Secondary School
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6 PA  Zoe-Rose Cahill
PB Violet Rankmore     
PC Matilda Orr      
1A Isla Tobin 
1B Lily Daniels  
1D Grayson Hollis
2A Emma Vincent
2B Hayden Radler
2C Alex Petterwood     
3A Imogen Hohnke   
3B Zara Watt
3C Emily Brown
4A Austin Barrett
4B Airlie Bower
4C Angelique St Bruno-Newman
5A Kirra Barrett
5B Coco Domic
5C Benjamin Hawkins
6A Tyla Miethke
6B Oscar Hohnke
6C Hunta Beattie

Year 7
Emma Radford
Holly Hudson
Tyler Pearce
Heath Rankmore

Year 8
Lily Kearney
Courtney Newport
Liam Webster
Henry Kelso

Year 9
Holly Bryant
Jade Soper

Year 10
Jordyn Elson
Laura McKeown
Sierra Webb

Year 11
Remy Jowitt
Jack Garner
Summer-Louise Toms
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