
 

  

By Maggie White 

I  am delighted to introduce myself to you all as 
the new Community Leader of L’Arche Genesaret. 

It’s been nearly six months since I took up the role and 
there’s been plenty happening! 

I’m thoroughly enjoying being back in an intentional 
community: before coming to Australia some 25 years 
ago, I lived for more than 10 years in Camphill  
Communities, with people from a wide range of  
cultural backgrounds and special needs. This remains 
such a formative experience that I continue to  
maintain close connections with Camphill Communities 
in the UK , Europe and South Africa.  

Back in 1964, it was a Camphill community that Jean 
Vanier visited to explore his developing vision for  
L’Arche in Trosly. It was the same community, Botton 
Village, where I discovered and fell in love with the 
whole concept of intentional community. I met such 
gifted and generous people who would otherwise have 
had no real place in society. 

I think it is a very special time to join L’Arche with 
the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)  
drawing near. I see this new approach to funding as a 
wonderful opportunity for the gifts of people with an 
intellectual disability to be more fully appreciated in 
the wider community, and I look forward to leading the 
Genesaret community in Canberra through this exciting 
transition and time of growth. 

 Continued on page 2 

Embracing new NDIS opportunities  

Celebrating the L’Arche Jubilee in Trosly, France is Anne 
Walsh (right) with founder Jean Vanier & Deputy National 
Leader Claire Lawler. More photos inside ... 
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Renowned pianist 
Robert Schmidli will 
once again donate his 
musical genius on behalf 
of L’Arche Genesaret for 
our annual fundraising 
concert on Sunday 16 
August at 3pm. 

The concert will be held at the Wesley Music 
Centre, National Circuit, Forrest. Light refresh-
ments will be served during an intermission. 

Tickets are $25, $20 concession. Bookings 
essential via L’Arche office on 6282 9066. 

Order of St Lazarus Dinner 
Thank you to our friends from the Order of St 

Lazarus who host an annual fundraising dinner 
on our behalf. This year’s dinner will be held on 
Thursday 22 October at the Commonwealth 
Club. If you would like to attend please contact 
the L’Arche office. 

Piano Concert in August 

New Community Leader Maggie White (centre) with L’Arche 
Assistants Sisilia Reknawati (left) and Tresha Shakya 
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Our identity and mission 

L ’Arche is based on a fundamental  
belief in the dignity of every person.  

 Whatever our gifts or limitations, we are all 
bound together in a common humanity. We believe 
that everyone is of unique and sacred value, and 
everyone has the same dignity and rights. 

Our identity 
 We are people with and without intellectual  

disabilities, sharing life in Community, belong-
ing to an International Federation. 

 Mutual relationships and trust in God are at 
the heart of our journey together. 

 We celebrate the unique value of every person 
and recognise our need of one another. 

Our mission 
 To make known the gifts of people living with 

intellectual disabilities, revealed through  
mutually transforming relationships. 

 To foster an environment in Community that  
responds to the changing needs of our mem-
bers, whilst being faithful to the core values of 
our founding story 

 To engage in our diverse cultures, working  
together toward a more human society 

Our Year of Jubilee (April 2014—April 2015) has 
been an invigorating season of celebration not only 
here in Genesaret in Canberra, but across Australia and 
all over the world as L’Arche communities have  
celebrated  50 years of shared experience since the 
beginning of L’Arche in Trosly, France. The following 
photographs and captions share a glimpse of how the 
year has been celebrated.  

Jubilee Year brings celebration and renewal 

 Continued from p1 

There have already been many highlights, including 
our reception with our patron Her Excellency Lady  
Cosgrove at Government House and our visit to Parlia-
ment House for the Public Hearing of the Parliamentary 
Joint Standing Committee on the implementation of 
the NDIS. Our Core Members spoke eloquently about 
how important the NDIS is, as it will enable many other  
people with an intellectual disability to live lives as fully 
as they do. It was also a lovely moment to hear another 
parent speak about his family’s connection with  
L’Arche through the Radford Discos (see photo on p3) 
and how interested they are in L’Arche.  

We are planning to honour the inspiration that is 
the NDIS in a number of ways—by inviting people to 
live life with us in our houses and also by developing a 
richer community, cultural life and range of events, 
programs and activities. 

Our founder Jean Vanier was recently awarded the 
Templeton Prize, a prestigious honour he now shares 
with  Mother Theresa. Locally, John Paul II College has 
named one of their Houses “Vanier House” and we 
look forward to building strong links together. It is 
deeply humbling to experience how highly L’Arche is 
regarded both here in Canberra and all over the world. 

I look forward to meeting many of you over the 
course of the coming year and I thank you for your  
support and interest in L’Arche.  

Maggie White 
Community Leader 

Demonstrating “best-dressed-practice” at the Jubilee  
Dinner are House Co-ordinators Cheryl Paku, Stewart Betts 
and Anne Mullins. 

Elizabeth Archer, Nathan Kensey and Anne Walsh (above) 
co-hosted our Jubilee Dinner at the Hellenic Club and ably 
demonstrated the L’Arche way of sharing leadership. More 
than 240 guests attended a wonderful celebration which 
brought together friends both new and old. Members of the 
L’Arche Sydney community attended in solidarity with us, 
and in turn, representatives from Genesaret attended cele-
brations all around the country, including the book launch 
of “My Home in L’Arche” by the Friends of Hunter Valley in 
Newcastle. 
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A big thank you to our generous sponsors,  
supporters  and fundraisers: 

Aspen Medical 

Cantlie Recruitment 

Clayton Utz 

Dialogue Technology 

ForeseeIT 

Insight Business Solutions 

Independent Property Group 

Talent Australia 

Teradata 

The Order of St Lazarus 

We also thank the following schools and groups 
for their fund-raising efforts on our behalf:  
Radford College, St Clare’s College, Merici College, 
Marist College, Card Group, Bendigo Bank and  
Hellenic Club.  

Our thanks also to everyone who comes along 
to our movie nights, dinners and music concerts.  

Thank you to our  
sponsors and fundraisers 

“Come & See” 
If you would like to arrange a time to visit to 

get to know our Community, please call our 

office on 6282 9066.  Meanwhile you can find out 

more about L’Arche by visiting the following 

websites: 

www.larchecanberra.org.au (Genesaret) 

 www.larche.org.au (L’Arche Australia) 

 www.larche.org (L’Arche International) 

 www.jean-vanier.org (Jean Vanier, founder) 

From top right to left: A large floral display of the L’Arche 
logo bloomed through Spring & Summer along a busy road-
way in southern Canberra as part of the Jubilee celebrations; 

Cutting the Jubilee anniversary cake at the Jubilee Dinner at 
Assistant Courtney Necoloff, Kaylene Fleming, Vice-
International Leader Eileen Glass and former Community 
Leader Valerie Spencer (photo by Lyn Mills); 

Patron Her Excellency Lady Cosgrove (centre) at our recent 
reception at Government House with President Tarlie Alcock 
(left) and Margaret Benson (photo by Lyn Mills); 

More than 50 people with a disability from across Canberra 
came to the last L’Arche-Radford College Disco earlier this 
month—joining in the Disney theme fun were Catharine Keir 
(left), Year 11 students Edward Cardew-Hall & Katrina Wise-
man and Ron Graham. 



 

  

Help L’Arche make a difference 

If undelivered, please return to: 
L’Arche Genesaret Inc 
PO Box 419 
CURTIN   ACT   2605 
 
L’ARCHE GENESARET 
COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 
 
 

Please tear along dotted lines to post completed donation form — thank you 

I authorise L’Arche Genesaret to debit my: 

  Visa   Bankcard      Mastercard 

With the amount of $.................. as a donation. 

Card number: _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _  

Expiry date: _____________ 

Name on card:  _____________________________ 

Signature:  _____________________________ 

 

Yes, I would like to donate to L’Arche Genesaret:  as part of “100 Friends of L’Arche 
 Genesaret” 
 (please send me more information) 
 

  

 Address details for receipt: 
 
 _________________________________ 

 _________________________________ 

 _________________________________ 

 _________________________________ 

L’Arche Genesaret continues to receive funding 
from the ACT Government as we await transition into 
the NDIS. This funding does not meet our annual  
financial needs. Donations from businesses, individuals 
and fundraising activities are vital to help us bridge the 
distance to a normal life for our members with a  
disability. Please consider making a regular or one-off 
donation to support the work of L’Arche. Under the 
NDIS, we expect that fundraising will still be necessary, 
both to enable interested people to connect actively 
with us and to fund initiatives and activities that may 
be deemed outside the funding guidelines. 

100 Friends of L’Arche Genesaret 

L’Arche Genesaret invites you to become one of 
the 100 Friends of L’Arche Genesaret so we can con-

tinue to support Core Members to fulfil their potential 
and achieve their goals. 

By pledging $250 or more per year for three years 
you will become one of the 100 Friends of L’Arche.  
By pledging $2000 or more for three years you will be 
recognised as an official sponsor and will be acknowl-
edged in our Annual Report and website. 

All donations are greatly appreciated . Donations 
of $2 or more are tax deductible. We ensure your de-
tails are stored in a secure, confidential manner. 

If you would like to donate to L’Arche, please  
complete the form below and post to: 

  L’Arche Genesaret 
  PO Box 419 
  CURTIN  ACT 2605 


