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The Process
• Students and parents attend a Senior Information Session, 

where Tertiary Entrance and QTAC Tertiary Prerequisites,  
SET plans and QCE are outlined. 

• Students involved in visits to Toowoomba Careers Expo and 
TAFE Open Day, University of Southern Queensland Open day/
careers information day.

• Subject teachers speak to students about Senior Subjects in 
their classes and students have the opportunity to visit lessons.

• All Year 10 students and parents participate in SET (Senior 
Education & Training) Plan interviews with relevant College 
staff. 

Glossary

FP Field Position QCAA Queensland Curriculum 
and* Assessment 
Authority

OP Overall Position QCS Queensland Core Skills 
Test

SAS Subject Area 
Syllabuses

QTAC QLD Tertiary Admissions 
Centre

TAFE Technical and Further 
Education

The Senior Course
This handbook has been prepared to assist parents and students 
to select an appropriate course of study for Years 11 and 12. 
Parents and students are asked to study the handbook carefully, 
and to consult with members of the College staff before making 
final selections for Year 11.

The Changing Face of Senior Education
The increased retention rate for students into Years 10, 11 and 
12 has meant that there is a change in the nature, and therefore 
the needs, of our students in the Senior College. Concordia 
Lutheran College has addressed the challenge by offering a 
broad curriculum which includes Authority subjects, Subject Area 
syllabuses and Vocational Education subjects. 

Selecting Subjects 
Students are encouraged to select subjects:

 according to their ability and interest

 that are pre-requisites for careers or options they are keen 
to pursue (See Job Guide & QTAC Prerequisites book)

 in which they believe they will receive their best results

Choices in Senior Studies
Senior students may select a course of study from a wide range 
of subjects, which are designed, registered and in some cases 
moderated, by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (QCAA). 
Authority subjects are based on syllabuses that have been 
approved and issued by the QCAA. Results in Authority subjects 
can count in the calculation of Overall Positions (OP) and Field 
Positions (FP) the most common selection devices used by the 
tertiary sector.

Authority-registered subjects are developed from Subject Area 
Syllabuses (SAS) and when successfully completed contribute 
four credits towards the Queensland Certificate of Education 
(QCE). They are not used in the calculation of OPs and FPs.

Both types of subject contribute towards the Queensland 
Certificate of Education.

All senior students at Concordia will study seven subjects in 
Year 11 unless special circumstances exist, such as the student 
is studying at TAFE, has commenced a Head Start subject from 
University of Southern Queensland or is completing a Traineeship 
or Apprenticeship.  

Compulsory studies include: Christian Studies, English (Authority) 
or English Communication (SAS) or Functional English (SAS) and 
Maths A or B (Authority) or Prevocational Maths. (SAS)

The Student Education Profile
At the completion of Year 12 students will receive a Student 
Education Profile (SEP), which consists of:

  Senior Statement

  Tertiary Entrance Statement, if students are eligible for an 
Overall Position (OP) and Field Positions (FP)

  Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE), if eligible

Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE)
The QCE is a “broad based school qualification awarded to 
young people who have achieved a significant amount of learning 
at a set standard and have met certain literacy and numeracy 
requirements. The QCE does not replace the current OP system 
of the Core Skills Test. 

A significant amount of learning (20 credits) includes:

• A minimum of 12 credits from completed core courses of 
study

• The remaining 8 credits from a combination of core, 
preparatory, enrichment and advanced courses of study

• Successful completion of Literacy & Numeracy requirements

A set standard of achievement is:

• A Sound Level of Achievement (for Authority and Authority-
registered subjects)

• Completion (for VET certificates)

• A Pass or equivalent for other courses of study recognised or 
approved by QCAA
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When you finish Year 12, you will be given a Senior Statement 
that records:

• What, when and where learning was undertaken

• The result and credit value achieved

• Your result in the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test, if eligible

See QCAA website for more detailed information regarding Types 
of Learning, Literacy & Numeracy requirements and Credit Points.  
(www.qcaa.qld.edu.au)

Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test
As stated above the Senior Statement also records a student’s 
individual test result in the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) test. This 
test is a state-wide test available for all Year 12 Students. It is 
based on common elements of the Queensland senior curriculum 
and must be taken by all students eligible for an OP. Students at 
Concordia Lutheran College will be involved in test preparation 
sessions which will help them to not only prepare for the QCS test 
but examinations in general. 

We strongly encourage all OP ineligible students to sit the test as 
their result can improve their ranking, which will provide more 
opportunities towards tertiary level courses at University and TAFE 
institutes in future study. 

Tertiary Entrance Statement
The Tertiary Entrance Statement is issued to all students who 
are eligible for an OP and reports an Overall Position (OP) and 
Field Position (FPs) which are used to rank students for entrance 
to tertiary level courses at universities and TAFE institutes. The 
statement provides information on how well students have done 
in relation to other students in their academic studies in Years 11 
and 12. The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre Ltd (QTAC) 
issues the Tertiary Entrance Statement.

This statement contains an overall OP rank and FP rank. The 
Overall Position places students in one of 25 bands based on a 
comparison of students’ overall achievement in Years 11 and 12 
and group results in the QCS Test. Band 1 is the highest Band. 
Field Positions (FPs) rank students on their achievements in the 
QCS test in up to five areas of study (fields). 

Subject Weights 2018
Subject weightings are used to determine entrance to courses that 
are highly competitive such as medicine, veterinary science and 
dentistry. For the Field positions for these subjects please refer to 
the QTAC website. (www.qtac.edu.au)  
In determining Overall Positions (OPs), all subjects are weighted 
equally: they are all weighted at 5.

For Field Positions (FPs), however, subjects are not weighted 
equally.

Field Positions involve weighting each subject’s result according to 
its emphasis on assessment in the skill areas defined by the field. 
The extent to which a subject contributes to each FP depends on 
the weighting of that subject in that particular field. These fields 
are:

Field A Extended written expression involving complex 
analysis and synthesis of ideas

Field B
Short written communication involving reading, 
comprehension and expression in English or a 
foreign language

Field C Basic numeracy involving simple calculations and 
graphical and tabular interpretations

Field D Solving complex problems involving mathematical 
symbols and abstractions

Field E Substantial practical performance involving physical 
or creative arts or expressive skills

Students should choose subjects that reflect their fields of interest 
and ability.

Field positions can also play a part in the allocation of tertiary 
places. All QCAA subjects have a weighting in five fields,  
A through to E.  

When choosing subjects, students must calculate their field 
positions to ensure tertiary entrance requirements are met. 
To be eligible in a field position a student must have a total of 60 
weighted semester units (WSU) across their subjects in that field.

FIELD POSITION SUBJECT WEIGHTS - YEAR 12 IN 2018

Syllabus Year
FIELD

A B C D E

Accounting 2010 3 3 5 3 1

Ancient History 2004 5 4 2 N/A 3

Biology 2004 5 4 4 3 2

Business Com & 
Tech (BCT)

2012 3 4 4 3 3

Chemistry 2007 4 3 5 5 2

Drama 2013 3 2 1 N/A 5

English 2010 5 4 1 N/A 3

Geography 2007 4 5 4 3 2

German 2008 1 5 1 N/A 3

Graphics 2013 1 3 5 3 4

Home Economics 2010 3 4 3 2 4

Legal Studies 2013 5 4 2 1 2

Mathematics A 2008 1 2 5 4 N/A

Mathematics B 2008 1 2 5 5 N/A

Mathematics C 2008 1 2 5 5 N/A

Modern History 2004 5 4 2 N/A 3

Music 2013 3 1 2 1 5

Music Extension 2008 3 1 2 2 5

Physical 
Education

2010 3 1 3 2 5

Physics 2007 4 3 5 5 2

Technology 
Studies

2013 2 1 4 3 4

Visual Art 2007 4 2 2 N/A 5
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Subject Limitations
At Concordia Lutheran College we offer a broad range of subject 
combinations. The setting of the subject lines must take into 
account timetabling constraints, student numbers and the 
available resources. It is possible that two subjects which a 
student wishes to take may occur on the same line.  A choice will 
then have to be made between the two subjects.
Some subjects, such as language studies, which the College 
cannot offer, can be accessed through the Brisbane School of 
Distance Education (BSDE). In most cases to be accepted into 
these courses students need to have studied and passed the 
subject in Year 10.  Applications for these courses occur in Term 4 
the year prior to study.  More information can be found by visiting 
the BSDE website or speaking to the Director of Learning and 
Innovation.

Changing Subjects
Some students may wish to change their subjects during the 
two-year course. Changes should not be taken lightly.  Students 
should seek counselling and career guidance if a change is 
contemplated.  

When considering a change parents and students need to 
consider how the change will affect the following: QCE eligibility; 
OP eligibility; Tertiary Prerequisites; Field Position eligibility.

Changes will only be allowed prior to the commencement of a 
semester, or within the first two weeks of starting a semester.

Vocational Education –  
Alternate Pathways
Alternate pathways after Year 10 utilise the facilities offered by 
TAFE Colleges and the College as a registered sub-site.  Entry into 
some of these alternative pathways is not assured, but can usually 
occur with negotiation.

There are many ways by which senior students can take advantage 
of these pathways while at Concordia Lutheran College.

• Concordia Lutheran College uses an external provider Training 
Assess Australia (TAA) as our Registered Training Organisation 
(RTO).  

• The VET certificates offered at Concordia Lutheran College are: 
MSF10113 Certificate I in Furnishing, MSF20313 Certificate 
II in Furnishing, MEM10105 Certificate I in Engineering, 
MEM20413 Certificate II in Engineering Pathways.

• Senior students may also access courses at South West 
Queensland TAFE. Entry to these courses cannot be guaranteed, 
as the demand for places is high while numbers are limited. 
Charges for most of these courses are quite reasonable. 
Normally students attend TAFE one day per week for the 
duration of the course (this can range from 1 to 2 years). Other 
short courses may be available on a semester basis depending 
on the duration, time of sessions and costs involved.

• Students may also undertake a School-Based Apprenticeship 
or Traineeship (SAT) during late Year 10, 11 and/or 12. This 
involves dropping one QCAA subject or SAS to spend one day 
per week at ‘on the job’ training with an employer as well as 
completing the theory component with an external Registered 
Training Organisation who will charge a fee for their services.  
The two years of a school-based apprenticeship usually equates 
to one year of an apprenticeship and is nationally recognised. 

The University of Southern Queensland also offers Head Start. 
You need to be a high-achieving Year 10, 11 or 12 student with 
a B average or higher at school, who has the capability, maturity 
and motivation to undertake university study while still finishing 

FIELD POSITION CALCULATIONS
1. Enter your subjects in the Subject Name column (Authority-registered subjects do not count).

2. Enter ‘4’ in the second column (this may change if you change subjects during the two years).

3. Copy the field weights for each subject into each field weight (FW) column.

4. Multiply the Semester Units by the FW (eg English 4x5=20) and enter result in each WSU column.

5. Add up the totals in the WSU column for each field.

6. Place a tick in each Eligibility box where the total is 60 or greater.

7. Add up the total in the Semester Units column.  (20 or higher qualifies you for an OP.)

Subject No. of 
Sem.

Field A Field B Field C Field D Field E

FW WSU FW WSU FW WSU FW WSU FW WSU

Eg: English 4 5 20 4 16 1 4 N/A 0 3 12

Total

OP/FP Eligibility
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high school to participate in this program. You are guaranteed 
entry into a related USQ degree once you complete a course, the 
first course is free with additional courses offered at a discounted 
rate, you receive two points towards your Queensland Certificate 
of Education (QCE) for each USQ course and of course, you gain 
experience of university life.  

APPLICATIONS FOR ALL THESE COURSES ARE MADE 
THROUGH STUDENT RECEPTION. 

Work Experience is compulsory for all Year 10 students and 
usually occurs towards the end of first term or early in second 
term. Students choose a placement which is to their liking and 
the College then coordinates the work experience contracts, a 
preparation program, as well as the week they are out at work 
experience. Work experience is also available for individual 
students in the Senior College who wish to undertake it and is 
strongly recommended for students studying vocational subjects. 
However, owing to time constraints, certain conditions apply 
and students should consult with the Director of Learning and 
Innovation before committing themselves to the program. Work 
Experience for students in Years 11 and 12 can occur at a time 
that is mutually suitable to the employer and the school and can 
be of one to five days duration.  

A Vocation In The Church
Have you thought about full-time service in the church?  

Many students sense a call to serve God as church workers. 
There are many ways in which you can serve:

You could become:

 a social worker

 a nurse

 a motor mechanic

 a parish worker

 a doctor

 a carpenter

 a youth worker

 a musician

 an accountant

 a missionary

 a teacher

 a secretary

 a pastor

The church employs people in these vocations and others.

The Lutheran Church provides tertiary training at the Australian 
Lutheran College (ALC) in Adelaide (various forms of ministry) and 
also through the Australian Catholic University (ACU) in Brisbane.

Alternatively, students may wish to pursue an education degree 
at a standard university and study extra ‘Lutheran Strand’ units 
by correspondence from ALC or ACU. At some universities, for 
example USQ, Lutheran Strand units can be counted as part of a 
Bachelor of Education degree and do not need to be studied as an 
addition. Lutheran Strand units are important for those students 
wishing to be Christian Studies teachers or those students seeking 
a career in Lutheran Schools.

Perhaps God is calling you to such service.

Please note: Elective subjects may incur extra costs 
for compulsory curriculum excursions and consumable 
materials.
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THE ARTS

Visual Art 
YEAR 10
Recommended skills and Prior study: A minimum of 2 semester 
units of Visual Art during Year 8 and 9 and a pass in English is 
highly recommended.
Visual art involved manipulating visual arts elements, concepts, 
processes and forms (both 2D and 3D) to express ideas considering 
specific audiences and purposes, through images and objects. 
Students uses their creativity, imagination and senses to express 
ideas across a range of social, cultural and historical contexts to 
express their understanding of visual arts practice through active 
engagement with its elements, techniques, skills and processes.

Unit 1:  CONTEMPORARY ART
Grids, Designs and Murals: Students learn about, interpret and 
develop personal approaches to the concept of Grids, Design and 
Murals; specifically understanding the design and application of 
large scale, public artworks. Through research and application 
of visual art and design processes, students will gain an 
understanding of historical and contemporary mural and public 
artwork practices. Students will create and produce their own 2D 
mural designs which reflect their knowledge, understanding and 
resolution of visual arts ideas and practices. 

Digital Photography: Students learn about, interpret and develop 
personal approaches to Digital photography through the use 
of camera software and Apps on iPad minis. Students will 
explore, develop and create a digital photographic portfolio that 
demonstrates their understanding and application of a range of 
photographic techniques combined with digital manipulation.  

Unit 2:  FANTASY AND NARRATIVE
Mythical Creatures: Students learn about, interpret and develop 
approaches to the concept of Myth and Legend; specifically 
understanding the forms and structures of mythical and fantasy 
based creatures and animals. Through research and application 
of visual art and design process, students gain an understanding 
of historical and contemporary sculptural objects, ceramic forms 
and process. Students will develop their own drawing and design 
skills, research historical and mythical creatures, refine ceramics 
techniques and produce their own large ceramic form.  

A Line of Text: Students learn about, interpret, and develop 
personal approaches to the concept of “A line of Text;” specifically 
understanding the use of text, quotes and words within 
contemporary art practice. Through research and application of 
visual art and design processes, artworks composed with text, 
quotes and words, students create their own 2D Lino image which 
reflects their knowledge, understanding, and resolution of visual 
arts ideas and practices.

Assessment: 
Student will undertake a minimum of 3 assessment tasks in 
each unit to demonstrate evidence of their learning in relation to 
knowledge and understanding, creating, presenting, responding 
and reflecting. The units will have emphases, depending on 
student interests and abilities.

Vocational Applications:
The study of Visual Art provides career opportunities and develops 
skills that can help students to lead fulfilling recreational and 
working lives. It can establish a basis for further education and 
employment in fields including, but not restricted to, design, 
drawing, animation, photography, education, fashion, arts 
administration, architecture, advertising, graphic and web design 
and contemporary artist. 

YEAR 11 UNITS
Recommended skills and prior study: Pass in Year 10 English and 
Year 10 Art. 
The two year course is based on discovery learning, researching 
and reflecting. Skills are explicitly taught but there is also a strong 
focus on independent decision making and problem solving as 
well as communicating meaning visually.

Unit 1: IDENTITY
The identity unit introduces students to a wide range of artists, 
art approaches and skills.  The purpose of the unit is to increase 
students’ skills, awareness and confidence in art.

Concept Focus Areas Covered

IDENTITY Making a Mark Experimental drawing, 
printmaking and painting

Self Mixed media, painting, 
collage, self portraits

Unit 2: TRANSITION
Prerequisite: Semester 1

Unit 2 follows the concept of IDENTITY. The majority of work 
focusses on broadening students’ knowledge and skills to provide 
a platform for Year 12.

Concept Focus Areas Covered

TRANSITION Emerge Assemblage or installation, 
mixed media 2D and 3D

Concealed 
Revealed

Various sculpture techniques, 
electronic imaging

YEAR 12 UNITS 

Specialisation 1: SCAPE
Prerequisite: Semesters 1 & 2
The concept for Semester 3 is Scape and the focus or specific 
approach to this will be student directed. This semester will 
emphasise student directed, independent decision making and 
idea development. Students will examine a range of artists whose 
work deals with Places and Spaces. Students choose the media 
area they wish to explore (drawing, painting, sculpture, design, 
ceramics, fibre art) enhancing skills learnt in Year 11. Personal 
expression and extension are stressed as students develop an 
individualised body of work.

Specialisation 2: EMPATHY
Prerequisite: Semesters 1 & 2
Students examine the concept of Empathy in Semester 4 and 
develop their own focus, independently developing and creating 
a body of individualised artwork in their chosen media area. 
Coupled with this is a study of artists dealing with this concept 
throughout art history.

Assessment:
Year 11: Four bodies of work based on the set concepts, visual 
diaries, one exam and three assignments/orals

Year 12: Three resolved bodies of work for the whole year and 
three appraising tasks.

Vocational Applications:
Visual artist, art teacher, illustrator, cartoonist, animator, graphic 
designer, set designer, product designer, interior designer, 
commercial artist, sign writer, curator, art historian, art critic/
writer, window dresser, furniture maker, photographer, stylist, the 
fashion industry, architect or in any of the creative fields such as 
advertising or media.
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Dance
Dance provides opportunities for students to critically examine 
and reflect on their world through higher order thinking and 
movement. Through studying Dance, students will develop a 
range of interrelated concepts, understanding and skills. 

Students will study dance in various genres and styles, embracing 
a variety of cultural, societal and historical viewpoints integrating 
new technologies in all facets of the subject. Historical, current 
and emerging dance practices, works and artists are explored 
within Australian contexts, including the dance of Aboriginal 
peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples and global contexts. 
Students will learn about dance as it is now and explore its origins 
across time and cultures. 

Students will explore Dance through the lens of making 
(choreography and performance) and responding, which will 
engage their creative and critical thinking, developing their 
aesthetic and kinaesthetic intelligence in addition to personal 
and social skills. Self-confidence is also developed alongside an 
awareness of respect for the body. 

Senior Dance at Concordia is divided into four areas of focus: 
how dance creates meaning, the integration of dance and the 
environment to create meaning, how dance is used to express 
viewpoints and how dance communicates meaning. Students will 
be studying these focal points in the context of contemporary and 
one other style such as hip hop.

YEAR 10 UNITS
Unit 1: DANCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
This unit explores how technology has impacted the dance world.  
With both an historical and contemporary perspective, students 
look at examples such as film, video clips and YouTube, as well as 
video mapping, dancing with light and virtual imagery.  Students 
choreograph a dance work to film as their own YouTube video, 
using recording and editing techniques. Students also complete a 
research task on the impact technology has had on dance from an 
entertainment, artistic and educational perspective.

Unit 2: INTRO TO CONTEMPORARY 
This unit is an introductory unit which is designed to look at 
the history and development of contemporary dance, as well as 
serving as an effective foundation for the Senior Dance program.  
Students will look at selected choreographers and dance works, 
participate in a contemporary workshop and complete tasks in 
both Making (Choreography and Performance) and Responding 
dimensions.

YEAR 11 & 12 UNITS

Unit 1 - Year A
• Hip Hop

• Contemporary

Unit 2 - Year A
• Contemporary

• Social and Ritual

• Latin/Student Choice

Unit 1 - Year B
• Jazz/Tap

• Contemporary

Unit 2 - Year B
• Contemporary

• Ballet

• Latin/Student Choice

Assessment:
Students are assessed in Choreography, Performance and 
Appreciation dimensions.

Recommended Skills and Prior Study: Prior experience in any or 
all of The Arts subjects will provide students with an understanding 
of Making and Responding as learning and assessment in Dance.

Vocational Applications:
Dance is a general subject suited to students who are interested in 
pathways beyond Year 12 that lead to work, vocational education 
or tertiary studies. The demand for creativity from employees is 
rising in a world of rapid technological change. 

Diverse pathways may include fields such as psychology, social 
work, counselling, law, journalism and human relations. 

A course of study in Dance can also establish a basis for further 
education and employment in a variety of fields of dance, and to 
broader areas in creative industries and cultural institutions. Work, 
vocational education or tertiary studies in Dance lead to careers 
such as: Artistic director, Arts and cultural advisor/administrator, 
Choreographer, company manager, dance health professional 
(medicine, science, therapy), dance historian, dance journalist/ 
critic, dance teacher, dance videographer, education director, 
events and festivals project director/manager, fitness instructor, 
marketing and public relations officers, dance photographer, 
pilates instructor, professional performer (dancer, circus/acrobat 
performer, theme park entertainer), rehearsal director/repetiteur.
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Drama
This subject is levied.

YEAR 10 UNITS
Recommended skills and prior study:  A minimum of two semester 
units of Classroom Drama during Years 8 and 9 and a pass in 
English is an advantage. 

Drama involves manipulating dramatic elements and conventions 
to express ideas, considering specific audiences and purposes, 
through dramatic action based on real or imagined events. 
Students use their creativity, imagination and senses to express 
ideas across a range of social, cultural and historical contexts and 
enhance their understanding of drama practice through active 
engagement with dramatic elements, techniques, skills and 
processes.

Unit 1: TRUE STORIES
Year 10 Drama students study units all based around the theme 
of True Stories. They will read a script based on a true account 
and perform excerpts from this piece. They will also workshop a 
wide variety of theatre forms in order to develop their own unique 
artistic style and work with their classmates to create a student 
devised Documentary Drama. 

Unit 2: LAUGH OUT LOUD
Year 10 Drama students will learn about and participate in a 
range of comic theatre forms, beginning with scripted comedy, 
and moving on to Stage Combat and concluding with traditional 
Clowning. They will have the opportunity to develop a range of 
age-old comedic skills to help them with their performances. 

Assessment:
Students will undertake 2-4 assessment tasks in each unit to 
demonstrate evidence of their learning in relation to knowledge 
and understanding, creating (forming), presenting, responding 
and reflecting. The units will have different emphases, depending 
on student interests and abilities.

Vocational Applications:
The study of Drama provides career opportunities and develops 
skills that can help students lead fulfilling working and recreational 
lives. The study of Drama enables a strong connection to be built 
with any career in which it is important to understand different social 
and cultural perspectives on a variety of subjects and issues.  It 
also develops the ability to communicate in imaginative, aesthetic 
and artistic ways. Any career which involves interaction, problem 
solving, public presentation, from Law to Teaching, from the office 
to the shop floor, will all be enhanced by the study of Drama. It 
can also establish a basis for further education and employment 
in the theatre industry including acting and production, film and 
television, theatre companies and venues, directing, community 
theatre, event management and Arts administration.

YEAR 11 UNITS
Recommended skills and prior study: Junior Drama

Drama provides a medium for exploration, celebration and 
entertainment. Students involved in drama perform activities 
that are experiential and require active participation.  Within this 
course students will explore drama through the three dimensions 
of Forming (creating dramatic works), Presenting (planning, 
rehearsing and performing) and Responding (interpreting, 
analysing and evaluation of dramatic action). Drama students 
will have the opportunity to learn to manage the processes of 
drama and the interpersonal and intrapersonal skills required to 
work effectively, both individually and in groups. Drama provides 
a unique encounter for students, blending intellectual and 
emotional experiences within the classroom.

Unit 1: AUSTRALIAN THEATRE/REALISM
This unit begins with an exploration of Verbatim Theatre 
conventions, followed by students writing their own piece of 
scripted theatre. Students will also have the opportunity to view 
and analyse a live production. In the second half of the semester, 
students will study Realism and Method Acting techniques.

Unit 2: REALISM/COMMEDIA DELL ‘ARTE
In Semester 2, students complete their study of Realism, 
culminating in a directing task of a scripted text. There is also an 
opportunity to view and analyse a live performance. Students will 
then explore the origins of Italian comedy through the much-loved 
Commedia dell ‘Arte.

YEAR 12 UNITS
Unit 1: SHAKESPEARE/EPIC THEATRE: BRECHT 
In Semester 3, students are introduced to the works of William 
Shakespeare and the conventions required to perform his works. 
The focus will be on both performance and theatrical intervention. 
The study then takes a political focus through the exploration of 
Bertolt Brecht and his Epic Theatre style, where students will be 
required to create Brechtian scripts and analyse live performance.

Unit 2: EXTENDED STUDY: 
SHOWCASE PERFORMANCE/ABSURDISM
The final unit in the Senior Drama course allows students to 
showcase their talent in a polished stage performance for a large 
audience. Students embark on a study of play-building, devising 
and presenting a whole class production. This unit also includes 
a study of Absurd Theatre and a visit to the theatre to view a live 
production.

Assessment:  
In each semester, students will be required to complete an 
assessment item in each of the three dimensions – forming, 
presenting and responding. Generally this constitutes a creative 
practical task, a performance piece and a written response to a 
dramatic text, either live or scripted.
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Vocational Applications:
The study of Drama provides career opportunities and develops 
skills that can help students lead fulfilling working and recreational 
lives. The study of Drama enables a strong connection to be built 
with any career in which it is important to understand different 
social and cultural perspectives on a variety of subjects and issues. 
It also develops the ability to communicate in imaginative, aesthetic 
and artistic ways. Any career which involves interaction, problem 
solving, public presentation, from law to teaching, from the office 
to the shop floor, will all be enhanced by the study of Drama. It 
can also establish a basis for further education and employment 
in the theatre industry including acting and production, film and 
television, theatre companies and venues, directing, community 
theatre, event management and arts administration.

Music
YEAR 10 UNITS
Recommended skills and prior study: A minimum of two Semester 
units of Class Music during Years 8 and 9 or Grade 2 AMEB 
Theory or Musicianship is an advantage. Some experience playing 
an instrument or singing is also highly recommended, along with 
participation in the College Instrumental or Vocal Ensemble 
program.

Music involves singing, playing instruments, listening, moving, 
improvising and composing by manipulating music elements 
to express ideas, considering specific audiences and purposes, 
through sound. Students use their creativity, imagination and 
senses to express ideas across a range of social, cultural and 
historical contexts and enhance their understanding of music 
practice through active engagement with music elements, 
techniques, skills and processes.

Unit 1: WORKING IN HARMONY
This unit investigates art music through a wide range of repertoire, 
providing opportunities for students to expand their harmonic 
vocabulary by investigating the chords and progressions used 
by composers from the Baroque and Classical periods. Students 
are given the opportunity to become thoroughly familiar with the 
sounds of these chords and chord progressions in the context of 
appropriate repertoire that they sing, play and hear before they are 
expected to read, write and analyse them. They may investigate 
the textures, melodic structures, timbres and texts used in musical 
examples, and the performance practices associated with them, 
to develop an understanding of the functions and purposes of the 
music in contemporary life of the time. Students will also have the 
opportunity to perform various well known songs both vocally and 
instrumentally.

Unit 2: STRETCHING YOUR BOUNDARIES
This unit of work is designed for students preparing for 
Senior Music and for those who wish to extend their musical 
understanding and skills, as well as their appreciation of musical 
styles and structures. Students will learn to analyse a range of 
musical repertoire, both visually and aurally, through identification 
of musical elements. Students will also have the opportunity 
to pursue a research project of personal interest with guided 
supervision. Composition skills will be extended and students 
will learn to arrange music for a variety of instruments or voices. 
Performance tasks will be negotiated to allow students to extend 
their strengths and technical development on the instrument of 
their choice (or voice) and will include both solo and ensemble 
playing or singing.

Assessment:
Students will undertake a minimum of three assessment tasks 
in each unit to demonstrate evidence of their learning in relation 
to knowledge and understanding, composing, performing and 
responding. The units will have different emphases, depending 
on student interests and abilities.

Vocational Applications:
The study of Music provides career opportunities and develops 
skills that can help students lead fulfilling recreational and 
working lives. It can establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of music performance, composition, 
musicology, pedagogy, teaching, sound technology, music theatre, 
arts administration and emerging creative industries. 

YEAR 11 and YEAR 12 UNITS
Recommended skills and prior study: Class Music in Years 9 and 
10 or Grade 2-3 AMEB Theory or Musicianship an advantage. 
Some experience playing an instrument or singing is also highly 
recommended, along with participation in the College Instrumental 
or Vocal Ensemble program.

The study of music assists students to develop their practical and 
creative potential and to understand and heighten enjoyment of 
the arts in their lives. Music serves social, cultural, educational 
and expressive roles in everyday life and it contributes to the 
holistic development of the individual.

Unit 1: INSTRUMENTS AND ORCHESTRATION
Students develop musicianship through understanding of music 
elements and concepts in repertoire from a range of styles and 
instrumental genres. 

Unit 2: TAKE TO THE STAGE
Students explore the use and manipulation of music elements 
and concepts in music from a range of styles and genres of music 
theatre such as opera, musical comedy and rock opera.

Unit 3: MUSIC OF CONTEMPORARY AUSTRALIA 
Student explore a range of styles and innovations in composition 
techniques of Australian art and contemporary music.
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Unit 4: FINDING YOUR VOICE
Students explore the use and manipulation of music elements 
and concepts in music from a range of styles and genres of music    
theatre such as opera, musical comedy and rock opera. 

Unit 5: MUSIC FOR POPULAR PURPOSES
Students explore the use and manipulation of music elements 
and concepts in music used for popular purposes such as film, 
dance and contemporary styles and genres.

Unit 6: YOUR SIGNATURE TUNE 
Students will follow their own particular area of interest and will 
undertake, post verification, a composition, performance or 
musicology task relating to the chosen study. This unit affords 
students the opportunity to selectively update their rating in the 
dimension in which they have been least successful prior to 
verification.

In all units skills in composition, performance and musicology 
will be developed. Different units will have different emphases, 
depending on student interests and abilities.

Assessment
Students will undertake six major formal assessment tasks 
each year – two performances, two composing tasks and two 
musicology tasks. In Term 4, Year 12 students will undertake an 
additional task in which they can update skills in a dimension of 
their choice.

In the performance dimension, students can elect to develop 
skills as a soloist or as a member of an ensemble. Students can 
also decide if they wish to perform as an instrumentalist or as 
a vocalist. In the composition dimension, students will have the 
option of presenting their work as either a written score or as a 
sound recording. The Musicology task may be undertaken as an 
extended response (written, spoken or multimodal) or as a written 
examination.

Vocational Applications
The study of Music can establish a basis for further education 
and employment in the fields of music performance, composition,

music research, pedagogy, teaching, sound technology, music 
theatre, arts administration and emerging creative industries.

Music Extension 

Year 12 only – must also be studying Senior Music
Music Extension caters for students with specific abilities in music. 
It is designed for students interested in exploring performance, 
composition or musicology in greater depth than in Senior Music. 
The course challenges students to investigate musical ideas, 
critically evaluate music across a variety of genres and styles, and 
refine their abilities through reflective practice and independent 
learning. Students who wish to do the Extension Course must also 
be undertaking Senior Music.

Entry into Music Extension is by application only.  

However, each subject counts separately towards the student’s 
OP. Although there are no other prerequisites, it is strongly 
recommended that students choosing Music Extension have a 
sound knowledge of music literacy and have some ability to sing 
or play an instrument.

Students may specialise in one of three areas:

• Composition (creating/writing music)

• Musicology (the systematic and scholarly study of music as a 
branch of knowledge or field of research)

• Performance (playing, singing or conducting music)

Assessment
At the end of the course students will have undertaken:

• One response to an investigating (research) task

• Two compositions or two performances or two musicology tasks

Vocational Applications
The musical insights and technical expertise gained through this 
study may act as a catalyst for further involvement with music 
beyond the school environment 

CHRISTIAN STUDIES
Christian Studies introduces students to the world of faith and 
spirituality which are integral to the fabric of all cultures. It aims 
to give students a clear understanding and appreciation of the 
Christian worldview through an exploration of the biblical text and 
Christian literature and acknowledges that all people are on a 
lifelong journey of faith expressed in many dimensions of life.

The Christian Studies classroom is a learning environment in 
which students can explore a range of religious and non-religious 
perspectives that are encountered in an increasingly pluralistic 
society. Knowledge of others’ belief systems and analysis of 
the complex interplay of factors that contribute to an individual 
worldview enrich students’ ability to make sense of the world and 
to determine the source of their own beliefs and values.

The aim of the Christian Studies course is to encourage students 
in their faith journey and has the goal of assisting them to become 
intelligent, informed and mature adults, who are able to engage 
with the world positively and with confidence.

YEAR 10 UNITS

Unit 1: EARLY CHURCH HISTORY
The unit begins with Jesus’ ascension and the advent of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. Significant episodes from the book of Acts are 
examined and their contemporary implications are investigated. 
The responses of Christians to a range of challenges from the time 
of the Early Church through to the Middle-ages are used as the 
basis for discussion and personal reflection. The role and function 
of the church is investigated and the influence of the Holy Spirit in 
the life and spread of the church is examined.
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Unit 2: LAW AND GOSPEL
In the Law and Gospel unit, students examine the way in which 
God’s grace liberates people from guilt and the consequences of 
a legalistic approach to life, restores relationships and changing 
peoples’ hearts and attitudes.

Unit 3: GENDER AND IDENTITY
In this unit students are challenged to grow in their understanding 
of themselves and in their relationships with others. Topics covered 
include the nature of male and female sexuality, the impact of 
the sexualisation of society, the pervasive nature of pornography, 
sexually transmitted infections, addictive behaviour and drug 
education.

Unit 4: SERVICE LEARNING
In the Service Learning unit students will examine the intricacies of 
serving the community: local, national and global. The theological 
underpinnings of service will be studied and concepts such as 
justice and ‘appropriate technologies’ will be investigated. As a 
culminating assessment task students will undertake a service 
learning practical experience.

Assessment
Assessment in this subject will take place on a similar basis 
to that employed in other subjects, using tests, assignments, 
presentations and journals. Students are not assessed on the 
strength of their Christian commitment or faith.

Vocational Applications
A sound understanding of the Christian Studies course is an 
excellent preparation for all aspects of vocational life and life in 
general. It has further relevance for those who wish to pursue 
theological studies, or who intend to serve in counselling, 
education, pastoral ministry and mission work.

YEAR 11 UNITS

Christian Studies in Year 11 and 12 is an internally moderated 
subject and neither counts towards a student’s OP score nor 
contributes to the Queensland Certificate of Education. The 
construction of the course reflects the desire to provide students 
with important life, spiritual and relational experiences.

Unit 1: REFORMATION HISTORY 
The central aim of the unit is to explore the extent to which the 
Church had strayed from the Christian ideals of grace, freedom 
and truth in the Middle Ages, how they were rediscovered, and 
the courage that was required to enable this to happen. The 
context for the study of this unit will be the Reformation. The 
unit examines the catch-cry of the Reformation, “Sola Gratia, 
Sola Fide, Sola Scriptura, Solus Christus”, and why freedom is so 
important for the development of faith.

Unit 2: WORLD RELIGIONS 
The aim of this unit is to provide an accurate and unbiased 
introduction to Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism. Each of these 
religions is viewed from the context of the eight components of 
religion and will be compared and contrasted with the grace and 
freedom that Christ brings.

Unit 3: WORLD VIEWS 
This unit will examine, from a historical perspective, two of the 
major philosophies currently influencing modern thinking; 
humanism and existentialism. The capacity of these philosophies 
to address important life questions such as suffering, existence, 
morality and meaning will be explored.

Unit 4: ETHICS
The concept of right and wrong underpins the interactions in all 
human communities, and in this unit students will explore the 

frameworks by which people make moral decisions, and discuss 
the factors: religious, personal, cultural, and historical that 
influence this decision-making process. A Christian ethic will be 
developed and a number of issues examined in the light of this 
and other frameworks.

YEAR 12 UNITS

Unit 1: APOLOGETICS
This unit continues the work begun in the World Views unit from 
Year 11 Christian Studies, however this time students will examine 
the capacity of the Christian worldview to address the important 
life questions of suffering, existence, morality and meaning.

Unit 2: RELATIONSHIPS
The notion of personal morality will be explored and students will 
be challenged to grow in their understanding of themselves and 
their relationships with others. Topics such as communication, 
sexuality, relationships, marriage, domestic violence and 
personality will be studied.

Unit 3: OPTIONS
In Term 4 of Year 12, students will be able to choose from 
amongst a number of electives such as Revelation and Prophecy, 
Stewardship, Social Justice, Contemporary Issues, and Year 12 
Final Chapel Preparation.

On the use of media
Care is exercised in the choice of all materials used in Christian 
Studies, including films and DVDs. These are selected on the 
basis of their educative value and a number form the basis of 
assessment tasks.

Assessment
Assessment in this subject will take place on a similar basis 
to that employed in other subjects, using tests, assignments, 
presentations and journals. Students are not assessed on the 
strength of their Christian commitment or faith.

Vocational Applications
A sound understanding of the Christian Studies course is an 
excellent preparation for all aspects of vocational life and life in 
general. It has further relevance for those who wish to pursue 
theological studies, or who intend to serve in counselling, 
education, pastoral ministry and mission work.
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ENGLISH

English
YEAR 10 UNITS
The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated 
strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. Together the strands 
focus on developing students’ knowledge, understanding and 
skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating. 
Learning in English builds on concepts, skills and processes 
developed in earlier years, and teachers will revisit and strengthen 
these as needed. 

In Year 10, students experience learning in familiar and unfamiliar 
contexts. Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. 
They interpret, create, evaluate, discuss and perform a wide 
range of literary texts in which the primary purpose is aesthetic, 
as well as texts designed to inform and persuade. Students create 
a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts. 
(Australian Curriculum, 2013)

Year 10 is a transition year into the senior phase of learning 
at the College. The content taught in English is organised into 
units. Depending on the topic being studied, the units may vary 
in length; however, all students can expect to study at least four 
units over the course of the year.

The units offered in Year 10 English include a selection of the 
following:

SHAKESPEARE
An introduction to Shakespeare and social commentary in 
Shakespearean texts. Students are introduced to ‘the bard’, his 
life and times and one of his plays. 

CRIME FICTION
A unit examining crime fiction across the years. Students are 
introduced to the genre and read/view a variety of texts. 

ASIAN AND AUSTRALIAN TEXTS
Historical narratives, non-fiction texts and poetry will be examined 
to explore Australia and Asia.

THE MEDIA
Students examine the construction of celebrity and the power of 
the media. Activities focus on advertising and reality television. 

PREJUDICE
A novel study focusing on the representation of prejudice in texts. 
Students read a variety of texts (fiction and non-fiction) to support 
the examination of this across cultures and through the ages.

Please note that the unit topics may vary slightly from year to year.

Assessment
To account for increasing complexity of assessment, all students 
complete similar assessment tasks (and level of difficulty) 
regardless of the topic being studied. A minimum of 5 assessment 
tasks will be completed in Year 10, of which two must be spoken 
and three written. An additional assessment task may be offered 
to confirm a student’s level of achievement in either mode (spoken 
or written).

YEARS 11 and 12
The English course in Years 11 and 12 aims to develop students’ 
knowledge of how language typically works in the culture as 
well as how language works in particular texts. Throughout the 
course students will engage with a wide variety of literary, mass 
media and everyday texts. These texts will represent a breadth of 
experiences, identities and cultural assumptions, and will explore 
a range of social issues and ideas. The course is sequenced into 
semester long units, each with a focus that directs the learning.

YEAR 11 UNITS

Unit 1: AUSTRALIAN REFLECTIONS 
Students will reflect on individual and Australian identity through 
personal experiences and a study of Australian short stories and 
poetry.

Unit 2: A SEARCH FOR TRUTH – DOCUMENTARIES, NOVELS 
AND PLAYS
Students will examine a range of texts to determine the ways 
in which texts are constructed to present particular versions of 
reality. In particular students will read a number of novels and 
plays and watch and discuss a variety of documentaries and films.

Assessment
Students will complete three tasks in Semester 1: a reflective 
article highlighting key personal influences, a spoken narrative in 
the ABC’s Heywire tradition, and a written analytical exposition in 
response to Australian poetry.

Students will complete three tasks in Semester 2: an imaginative 
commentary in the role of a television presenter, a feature article 
and a literary magazine article.  

YEAR 12 UNITS

Unit 1: THE MEDIA, SHAKESPEARE AND THE TRAGEDIES
Students will commence with an independent analysis of a 
news treatment found in the media. They will then study a 
Shakespearean Tragedy.

Unit 2: THE NOVEL, POETRY ACROSS THE YEARS,  
NARRATIVES IN TEXTS
Students will study a novel, poetry across the years (canonical, 
modern and indigenous) and archetypal narratives.

Assessment
Students will complete three tasks in Semester 3: a feature article, 
an interior monologue and an analytical exposition. 

In Semester 2, students will write a short story, respond to poetry 
in a spoken commentary in role and present a seminar focusing 
on the use of archetypal narratives in literature.  

There are six items of assessment in Year 12 English – four written 
and two spoken. 

In English for students to be awarded Sound Achievement or 
above they must meet or exceed the minimum requirements for 
Sound Achievement in both written and spoken modes. (Senior 
Syllabus, English, 2010, p26)
Students who are completing a traineeship or apprenticeship 
could consider English Communication as an alternate pathway.
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English Communication (SAS)
YEARS 11 and 12
In Australia, English is the principal spoken language and 
the predominant written language of personal and public life. 
Proficiency in and understanding of English allows people to 
share in and contribute to current and future local, national and 
global communities and cultures.

Effective communication is integral to our society. New 
technologies, the influence of globalisation and the restructured 
workplace require students to be able to interpret, construct 
and make judgements about meanings in texts in preparation 
for lifelong learning. The English Communication Subject Area 
Syllabus (2004) is designed to allow students to develop and use 
these skills in the areas of work, community and leisure.

The concept of language and literacy as social practice is 
fundamental to this study area specification. Through texts 
people express the vitality of cultures and communities; tell the 
stories of cultures; contribute to the shaping of personal, group 
and national identities; promote shared cultural understandings; 
and participate actively in communities. Students will utilise, 
manipulate and critically reflect on a range of texts in the contexts 
of work, community and leisure.

Nature of Assessment
An exit level of achievement will be awarded on completion of the 
program of study for English Communication. The criteria on which 
students will be judged are derived from the general objectives of 
the course: knowledge of contextual factors, knowledge of textual 
features, and knowledge and understanding of texts.

In order to enable students to demonstrate their knowledge and 
control of the three assessment criteria within the contexts of 
work, community and leisure, tasks will provide opportunities for 
students to use their knowledge of:

• how texts are shaped by purpose, context and social situations

• how textual features are selected for particular purposes and 
audiences

• how texts reflect different values, beliefs and attitudes.

Students will complete a variety of written and spoken/signed 
tasks in real-life contexts for particular purposes and audiences.  
Assessment will be conducted in both individual and group 
situations.

The three assessment criteria are integrally related, and will be 
applied holistically to the body of work completed by the student 
in order to determine the exit level of achievement.

Opportunities for students
English Communication can establish a basis for students’ 
further learning as well as developing essential communication 
skills to enhance employment opportunities.

The subject offers students opportunities within the contexts 
of work, community and leisure, to use language to perform 
tasks, use technology, express identity, and interact in groups, 
organisations and the community. It focuses on developing 
students’ understanding and use of appropriate language to 
communicate effectively. Students will have the opportunity to:

• make meanings in and of everyday, mass media and literary 
texts, understanding the influence of cultural contexts and 
social situations

• developing abilities in speaking/signing, listening, reading, 
viewing, writing and shaping practices, responsive to and 
effective in diverse social contexts

• become confident, effective and critical users of text and 
language, making judgements to accept or challenge meanings.

Students will be involved in learning experiences that allow them 
to develop their interpersonal skills, to learn and function in 
various situations and to acquire specific knowledge and skills 
relevant to future life and further training and employment. 
Students are supported in developing the capacity to learn from 
and about spoken, written and visual texts.
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GERMAN

YEAR 10 UNITS
Recommended prior study: Sound Level of Achievement in 
German – Year 9 Semester 2  

Language Studies are taught in a cyclic approach so that basic 
knowledge and skills are developed and consolidated gradually. 
The elements of study are revisited and reworked throughout the 
course in such a way that units are interwoven. No unit is exclusive 
or independent. In Year 10, students will build on knowledge and 
skills already acquired, and will also be challenged to prepare for 
the demands of Senior German. The exit level of achievement is 
based on the student’s performance at the end of the course.

In Year 10, students will study two semester units of work.  

Unit 1: TRAVEL BUG
The unit Travel Bug is designed to give the student practical hints 
on how to survive as a traveller in Germany. Students will be able 
to book train tickets and hotel rooms, describe symptoms of  an 
illness to a doctor/pharmacist and go shopping. Students will also 
spend time looking at environmental change and the differences 
between Germany and other countries around the world. 

Unit 2: BRIDGING THE GAP
The unit Bridging the Gap incorporates the use of grammatical 
structures, practical hints for shopping and dining out and a 
study of contemporary music. Students will learn about jobs, 
employment and the economy and describing their future plans. 

Assessment:
Students will complete assessment tasks for each macro skill – 
listening, reading, speaking and writing – per semester. 

Vocational Applications:
In an international community, foreign languages offer career 
paths in hospitality, tourism and travel, science and technology, 
media and culture, industry and trade and administration in 
international organisations.

YEARS 11 and 12 UNITS

Recommended skills and prior study: Sound Level of Achievement 
in German – Year 10 Semester 2  

Language Studies are taught IN cyclic approach so that basic 
knowledge and skills are developed and consolidated gradually. 
The elements of study are revisited and reworked throughout the 
two-year course in such a way that units are interwoven. No unit is 
exclusive or independent. The exit level of achievement is based 
on the student’s performance at the end of the course.

During the four semesters students will work through four units in 
depth and at multi-levels.

The topics in these units will be derived from the following 
themes:
• Family and Community,
• Leisure, Recreation and Human Creativity,
• School and Post-school Options,
• Social Issues.

Unit 1 Year A*
• Love and Other Catastrophes – Relationships 

• Daily Routine, School, Careers

Unit 2 Year A*
• Leisure & Nutrition, Going on Holidays, Going out with 

Friends

• Youth Issues, Fashion & Consumerism

Unit 3 Year B
• Fairytales, Legends, Poetry, Short Stories

• Nature & Environment – Recycling, Alternative Energy 
Sources 

Unit 4 Year B
• German History – Resistance in NAZI Germany, Berlin Wall, 

Reunification 

• Travel & Tourism, Studying Abroad, Future Plans

*2018 will be Year A of the work program

Assessment:
Students will complete two assessment tasks for each macro skill 
– listening, reading, speaking and writing – each semester.

Vocational Applications:
In an international community, foreign languages offer career 
paths in hospitality, tourism and travel, science and technology, 
media and culture, industry and trade and administration in 
international organisations.
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MATHEMATICS

Mathematics
YEAR 10
All students work towards achieving the National Curriculum 
standards for Mathematics. The strands and sub-strands build 
sequentially, grow in complexity and are cumulative. 

The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, Problem 
Solving and Reasoning are an integral part of mathematics 
content across the three content strands: Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability.  
The proficiencies reinforce the significance of working 
mathematically within the content and describe how the content 
is explored or developed. They provide the language to build in 
the developmental aspects of the learning of Mathematics. 

At the Year 10 level:

• Understanding includes describing patterns in uses of 
indices, applying the four operations to algebraic fractions, 
finding unknowns in formulas after substitution, making the 
connection between algebraic and graphical representations 
of relations, connecting simple and compound interest in 
financial contexts and determining probabilities of multiple 
experiments

• Fluency includes formulating proofs using congruent triangles 
and angle properties, factorising and expanding algebraic 
expressions, using a range of strategies to solve equations and 
using calculations to investigate the shape of data sets

• Problem Solving includes calculating the surface area and 
volume of a diverse range of prisms, finding unknown lengths 
and angles using applications of trigonometry, using algebraic 
and graphical techniques to find solutions to simultaneous 
equations and inequalities, and investigating independence of 
events and their probabilities

• Reasoning includes formulating geometric proofs involving 
congruence and similarity, interpreting and evaluating media 
statements and interpreting and comparing data sets

Units of Work
Using Units of Measurement; Patterns and Algebra; Data 
Representation and Interpretation; Money and Financial 
Mathematics; Geometric Reasoning; Linear and Non-linear 
Relationships; Real numbers (10A only); Pythagoras and 
Trigonometry; Chance; More Linear and Non-linear Relationships 
(10A only)

Assessment
Students will be assessed according to the criteria Understanding 
and Fluency, and Problem Solving and Reasoning across topic 
tests, end of term exams or an alternative assessment task 
depending on the unit being studied and the course undertaken.

Mathematics A 

YEARS 11 and 12 UNITS
Mathematics A is a highly practical course focusing predominately 
on the application of Mathematics. It is a course that has spiralling 
topics over the two years increasing in depth and complexity in 
Year 12. Mathematics A is a prerequisite for many undergraduate 
courses at university and for TAFE Associate Diploma courses. 
Studies in the areas of nursing, business and some Arts require 
Mathematics A.

Pre-requisites: Students need to be consistently achieving at a C 
level in Semester 2 Year 10 to be successful in this subject.
Topics covered in each semester are outlined below. Topics are 
built up in a spiralling manner over the four semesters. 

Semester 1
Managing money
Elements of applied geometry
Exploring and understanding data

Semester 2
Data collection and presentation
Linking two and three dimensions
Elements of applied geometry

Semester 3
Land Measurement
Managing money
Operations Research – Networks
Exploring and understanding data

Semester 4
Managing money
Exploring and understanding data
Operations Research – Queuing
Land Measurement

Assessment
In each semester there will be, at most, two tests and one 
alternative assessment. The assessment criteria are:

Communication and Justification (C&J)
Knowledge and Procedures (KAPS)
Modelling and Problem Solving (MAPS) 
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Mathematics B 

YEARS 11 and 12
Mathematics B is spiralling subject that is aimed at developing 
student’s complex mathematical thinking and problem solving 
skills in preparation for high level tertiary studies. This subject is 
a pre-requisite for many sciences including primary industries, 
engineering and medical degrees and fields.

Pre-requisites: Students need to be consistently achieving at a C 
level (minimum or higher) in Semester 2 Year 10 to be successful 
in this subject.
Topics covered in each semester are outlined below. Topics are 
built up in a spiralling manner over the four semesters.

Semester 1
Introduction to Functions
Periodic Functions and Applications
Exponential and Logarithmic Functions and Applications

Semester 2
Introduction to Functions
Exponential and Logarithmic Functions and Applications
Rates of Change
Applied statistical analysis

Semester 3
Rates of Change
Introduction to integration
Optimisation using derivatives
Periodic functions and applications
Exponential and logarithmic functions and applications

Semester 4
Exponential and logarithmic functions and applications
Introduction to integration
Optimisation using derivatives
Applied statistical analysis

Assessment
In each semester there will be, at most, two tests and one 
alternative assessment. The assessment criteria are:

Communication and Justification (C&J)
Knowledge and Procedures (KAPS)
Modelling and Problem Solving (MAPS) 

Mathematics C 
YEARS 11 and 12
Mathematics C is spiralling subject that is aimed at developing 
student’s complex mathematical thinking and problem solving 
skills in preparation for high level tertiary studies.

Those students who are interested in studying mathematics, 
engineering or some computer courses at tertiary level would 
take Mathematics C. Many students who are musically or 
otherwise artistically inclined often find that Mathematics C is very 
different from ‘normal’ mathematics and enjoy the thinking style 
associated with Mathematics C. They often find that Mathematics 
C is easier that Mathematics B. Although this course is often 
not a prerequisite, it is frequently an advantage to study it for its 
development of several important thinking patterns.

Topics covered in each semester are outlined below. Topics are 
built up in a spiralling nature over the course of the four semesters. 

Semester 1
Real and complex number systems
Introduction to groups
Matrices and applications
Vectors and applications
Structures and patterns

Semester 2
Matrices and applications
Vectors and applications
Structures and patterns
Conics

Semester 3
Real and complex number systems
Vectors and applications
Structures and patterns
Calculus
Advanced Periodic and Exponential Functions

Semester 4
Matrices and applications
Calculus
Advanced Periodic and Exponential Functions
Conics

Assessment
In each semester there will be, at most, two tests and one 
alternative assessment. The assessment criteria are:

Communication and Justification (C&J)
Knowledge and Procedures (KAPS)
Modelling and Problem Solving (MAPS)  

Please note: Mathematics C cannot be studied without 
Mathematics B.  
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Prevocational Mathematics – (SAS)
YEARS 11 and 12
Prevocational Mathematics is designed to help students improve 
their numeracy by building their confidence and success in 
making meaning of mathematics. Numeracy is the ‘effective use 
of mathematics to meet the general demands of life at home, in 
paid work, and for participation in community and civic life’. 

Topics covered in each semester are outlined below. Topics 
are built up in a spiralling manner over the course of the four 
semesters. As this course is a composite Year 11 and 12 class, 
the course runs with an A cycle or B cycle. In 2017, Year 11 will 
begin with the B cycle.

Semester 1 (A cycle) or Semester 3 (B cycle)
Health and Fitness (measurement and conversion)
“That’s my team” – Planning and Managing
Understanding numbers through tables and graphs

Semester 2 (A cycle) or Semester 4 (B cycle)
Chance, probability and finance - Games analysis
Gambling and social consequence
Poverty and literacy – Data collection and analysis

Semester 3 (A cycle) or Semester 1 (B cycle)
Event management - Catering
Creating a personal budget
Salaries, tax and employment

Semester 4 (A cycle) or Semester 2 (B cycle)
Planning a road trip – Let’s see Queensland
Travel, orienteering and mud maps – Area and volume
Fractions, ratios and percentages

Assessment
Students will complete a variety of assessment tasks including, 
written assignments, practical tasks and end of unit tests. 
The criteria on which students will be judged are:

Knowing - Students demonstrate knowledge of content and 
use given rules, operations and procedures to carry out simple, 
familiar tasks.

Applying - Students interpret and analyse different contexts, 
identify familiar mathematics, develop strategies, then select and 
apply rules and procedures to carry out tasks.

Explaining - Students use basic mathematical and everyday 
language to present and explain their responses to tasks in both 
familiar and different contexts.

This subject aims to assist students to overcome any past 
difficulties with, or negative attitudes towards, mathematics, so 
that they can use mathematics efficiently and critically to make 
informed decisions in their daily lives. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Health and Physical Education
YEAR 10
In Year 10 all students follow the general Health and Physical 
Education (HPE) program and some choose Senior Sport Science 
(SSC) in preparation for the Elective Physical Education program 
in Years 11 and 12. This subject involves students as intelligent 
performers, learning in, about and through physical activity. 
Intelligent performance is characterised by high levels of cognitive 
functioning, using both rational and creative thought. Students 
are encouraged to be intelligent decision makers, engaged in 
the active processing of information related to their personal 
performance (personalisation) and the relationship of this to the 
theoretical concepts of physical activity (integration). The program 
is specifically designed to meet the requirements of the national 
curriculum for Health and Physical Education.

The courses comprise the following topics and sports:

Term 1
Theoretical Theme: Students at Risk      

Practical Theme: Lifesaving

Term 2
Theoretical Theme: Cultural Connections

Practical Theme: Ultimate disc and tag football

Term 3
Theoretical Theme: Influencing Others

Practical Theme: Health – Related Fitness

Term 4
Theoretical Theme: Excellence in Health      

Practical Theme: Touch

Assessment
Each unit of work includes progressive physical performance 
testing, a final practical exam and a written performance task, 
which may be an essay under supervised conditions, a research 
report or assignment, or an oral presentation. There is no 
assessment in Health and Physical Education.
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Physical Education
YEARS 11 and 12
The Senior Physical Education Syllabus requires the students 
to study four different physical activities over the two years 
of the course. This subject involves students as intelligent 
performers, learning in, about and through physical activity. 
Intelligent performance is characterised by high levels of cognitive 
functioning, using both rational and creative thought. Students 
are encouraged to be intelligent decision makers, engaged in 
the active processing of information related to their personal 
performance (personalisation) and the relationship of this to the 
theoretical concepts of physical activity (integration).

The course includes the following topics and sports:

YEAR 11 UNITS
UNIT INTEGRATED WRITTEN TASK
Volleyball 1 Motor Learning and Control

Track and Field 1 Fitness Components and Energy Systems

Badminton 1 Sociology of Australian Sport Participation

Basketball 1 Biomechanics of Sport Movements

YEAR 12 UNITS
UNIT INTEGRATED WRITTEN TASK
Basketball 2 Sociology of Sport; Money, Media and Power

Badminton 2 Evaluation and Modification of 
 Training Programs

Track and Field 2 Psychology of Sports Performance

Volleyball 2 Social Perceptions and Body Image in Sport

Assessment
Each unit of study includes progressive physical performance 
testing, a final practical exam and a written performance task, 
which may be an essay under supervised conditions, a research 
report or assignment, or a multimodal presentation.

Vocational applications
Senior Physical Education is ideal for students planning careers in 
the sports and recreational industries such as: professional athlete, 
sports trainer, sport coach, fitness instructor, physical education 
teacher, teaching and child care, medicine, chiropractic, 
physiotherapy and other therapies and nursing.

SCIENCE

Science
YEAR 10
Science provides an empirical way of answering interesting and 
important questions about the biological, physical, chemical and 
technological world. The knowledge it produces has proved to be 
a reliable basis for action in our personal, social and economic 
lives. Science is a dynamic, collaborative and creative human 
endeavour arising from our desire to make sense of our world 
through exploring the unknown, investigating universal mysteries, 
making predictions and solving problems.

YEAR 10 UNITS
Unit 1: ENERGY OF MOTION
The motion of objects can be described and predicted using the 
laws of physics. Energy conservation in a system can be explained 
by describing energy transfers and transformations.

Unit 2: CLIMATE CHANGE AND BIG BANG THEORY
Global systems, including the carbon cycle, rely on interactions 
involving the biosphere, lithosphere, hydrosphere and 
atmosphere. The universe contains features including galaxies, 
stars and solar systems and the Big Bang theory can be used to 
explain the origin of the universe.

Unit 3: ‘CHEMISTRY ISN’T MAGIC’ AND  
‘CHEMICAL REACTIONS MATTER’
Identifying patterns in atomic structure that allow prediction of the 
products of chemical reactions and are reflected in the Periodic 
Table, and building on this knowledge to examine chemical 
reactions used to create products, and ways in which rates of 
reaction can be changed.

Unit 4: GENETICS AND NATURAL SELECTION
The transmission of heritable characteristics from one generation 
to the next involves DNA and genes. Natural selection explains the 
diversity of living things and is supported by a range of scientific 
evidence.

Assessment
Each unit has at least one major piece of assessment. These 
include scientific reports, experimental investigations, written 
tests and essays.

Vocational Applications
Medical and paramedical professions eg. nursing, physiology, 
medical laboratory technician, pharmacist, fisheries officer, food 
technologist, dental technician and therapist, horticulturalist, 
agriculturalist, science at professional or technical levels, teachers, 
researchers and scientists, engineers, architects and geologists
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Biology 
This subject is levied.

YEARS 11 and 12
Recommended skills and prior study: Students need to be 
prepared to do readings, learn content, and use unusual words eg 
haemoglobin, duodenum, meiosis, photosynthesis, homeostasis, 
osmosis, differentially permeable membrane.

This subject includes the study of plants, animals, bacteria and 
viruses.

YEAR 11 UNITS
Unit 1: CLASSIFICATION
Basic structure and function; classification of plants and animals 
e.g. Phylum Cnidaria, Mollusca, Platyhelminthes, Arthropoda, 
Echinodermata, Tracheophyta, Bryophyta; use of microscopes 
and keys as tools.

Unit 2: REPRODUCTION
Examination of growth and development of plants and humans; 
hormones and reproductive technologies.

Unit 3: DIFFUSION AND OSMOSIS
Movement of substances in animals and plants by osmosis, 
diffusion and active transport; respiratory and circulatory systems.

Unit 4: DIGESTION
Diseases associated with nutrition: fad diets.

YEAR 12 UNITS 

Unit 5: ENZYMES
Examination of biotechnology, bacteria, food standards and use 
by dates.

Unit 6: ECOLOGY
Field work study to Hastings Point.  Study of ecology, biodiversity 
and conservation.

Unit 7: GENETICS
Study of Theory of Evolution, Genetics and genetic manipulation.

Unit 8: KIDNEY FUNCTION
Study of human immune systems, transplants, transgenic 
organisms and xenotransplants.

Assessment
Each unit has at least one major piece of assessment. These 
include a scientific report, research logbook, written test, 
comparison, argumentative essay on a social or biological issue.

Vocational Applications
Medical and paramedical professions eg. nursing, physiology, 
medical laboratory technician, fisheries officer, food technologist, 
dental technician and therapist, horticulturalist, agriculturalist, 
science at professional or technical levels, teacher, researcher 
and scientist.

Life skills: knowledge of environment, disease and the human 
body etc.

Chemistry 
YEARS 11 and 12
Recommended skills and prior study: ‘SA’ (Sound Achievement) 
in Year 10 Mathematics and Science at ‘HA’ (High Achievement) 
level.
Year 11 Mathematics B is a suggested companion subject.

YEAR 11 UNITS

Unit 1: PROPERTIES OF MATERIALS & ATOMIC STRUCTURE
Unit 1 involves the study of categorising materials both 
macroscopically and microscopically, atomic structures and an 
introduction to the periodic table. 

Assessment type: Supervised Assessment

Unit 2: BONDING STRUCTURE OF ELEMENTS & COMPOUNDS
Unit 2 further elaborates on the trends within the periodic table, 
by studying the intermolecular and intramolecular forces affecting 
the types of bonding that occur.

Assessment type: Extended Research Task

Unit  3: CHEMICAL QUANTITIES & ANALYSIS
Unit 3 involves the study of stoichiometric analyses in chemistry. 
Students learn to use stoichiometry as an investigative tool for the 
study of chemical reactions in solutions and gases.

Assessment type: Supervised Assessment

Unit 4: ELECTROPLATING (CONTEXTUALISED UNIT)
Unit 4 involves the study of energy changes in chemical reactions 
involving REDOX. Students will examine objects made wholly from 
metal or that contain metal components & the processes they 
undergo to make them useful. Electrochemistry & energy changes 
involved in these chemical reactions are examined, along with the 
conditions that affect them.

Assessment type: Extended Experimental Investigation

YEAR 12 UNITS

Unit  5: CHEMICAL EQUILIBRIA & ENERGY CHANGES
Unit 5 involves the study of chemical equilibria (spontaneous 
direction of chemical reactions) and thermochemistry (heat 
changes during chemical reactions). Students learn of the 
dynamic nature of chemical reactions and the energy changes 
inherently involved.

Assessment type: Supervised Assessment

Unit 6: QUALITATIVE & QUANTITATIVE TESTING OF CHEMICAL 
REACTIONS
Unit 6 allows students to explore & develop their application of 
the variety of testing techniques used in the study of chemical 
reactions. Students learn to explore the likelihood of reactions 
occurring & critically analysing the nature & amounts of products 
formed. 

Assessment type: Extended Research Task

Combined assessment of Units 5 and 6: Supervised Assessment

Unit 7: TRANSPORT AND FUELS (CONTEXTUALISED UNIT)
Unit 7 investigates the process of the creation and analysis of 
biofuels as it is becoming a common process, in which chemistry 
is fundamental. Students examine methods of analysis that have 
been developed to ensure that consumers are getting a product of 
good quality. Students also examine the use of biofuels and are to 
consider all factors that make a good fuel source.

Assessment type: Extended Experimental Investigation
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Unit 8: NEW MATERIALS
The discovery of many materials that led to important advances 
were made by chance. The effectiveness of many medicines 
was discovered by trial and error. The development of the great 
polymers such as nylon, terylene, polythene, PVC, polystyrene 
and polyurethane and their phenomenal success and widespread 
use has significantly influenced our way of life.

Assessment type: Supervised Assessment

Vocational Applications
The study of chemistry is significant for students’ understanding 
of changes in the world around them, and for those intending to 
undertake further studies at professional and technical levels in:

Medicine, pharmacy, dentistry and nursing, engineering, science, 
veterinary science, agriculture and petrochemical industry.

Physics 
This subject is levied.

YEARS 11 and 12
Recommended skills and prior study: ‘SA’ (Sound Achievement) 
in Year 10 Mathematics and Science at ‘HA’ (High Achievement)
level. Year 11 Maths B is a suggested companion subject.

The Physics course is designed to maximise opportunities for 
student centred learning. Topics (Key Ideas) covered are based 
on three Key Concepts – Force, Energy and Motion.  The course 
is contextual, which means that Medical Physics, for example, will 
include the Key Ideas of Atomic Structure, Benoulli’s Principle, 
Lenses, Magnetic Forces, Nuclear Fission, Nuclear Radiation, 
Pressure and Quantum Theory.

YEAR 11 UNITS

Unit  1A: INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICS 
Assessment type: Written Task

Unit 1B: SPEED AND SAFETY 
Assessment type: Written Task 

Unit 2: AMUSEMENT PARK PHYSICS 
Assessment type: Extended Response Task

Unit 3: MEDICAL PHYSICS
Assessment type: Written Task

Unit 4: OPEN CONTEXT  
Assessment type: Extended Experimental Investigation

YEAR 12 UNITS

Unit 5: OPEN CONTEXT  
Assessment type: Extended Response Task

Unit 6: PHYSICS IN THE HOME 
Assessment type: Extended Experimental Investigation

Unit 7: THE SEARCH FOR UNDERSTANDING 
Assessment type: Extended Response Task + Written Task

Unit 8: SOUNDS OF MUSIC 
Assessment type: Written Task

Assessment
There is one assessment item per term with the exception 
of Year 12, Term 3, where there are two assessment items.   
Each assessment task is based on one of three categories: 
• Extended Experimental Investigation (EEI), 
• Extended Response Task (ERT) and 
• Written Task (WT).

The extended experimental investigation is a research task with 
an experimental component. Students will be required to conduct 
an investigation over a lengthy period of time (e.g. 2-3 weeks or 
longer).

The extended response task is a non-experimental task that 
enables students to demonstrate an understanding of a chosen 
issue through an informed response. It may be conducted 
individually or in a group.

The written task commonly includes quantitative and qualitative 
tasks that are carried out under supervised conditions and focus 
on individual responses.

Global Objectives
The course has the following global objectives:
1. attitudes and values
2. knowledge and conceptual understanding
3. scientific techniques
4. scientific investigation

Attitudes and values are not assessed formally. The remaining 
objectives are assessed holistically in each assessment item.

Vocational Applications
Sound and lighting technicians, acoustics, engineering, pilot, 
architect, surveyor, geologist.

SOCIAL SCIENCES

History
YEAR 10
The Year 10 curriculum provides a study of the history of the 
modern world and Australia from 1918 to the present, with an 
emphasis on Australia in its global context. The twentieth century 
became a critical period in Australia’s social, cultural, economic 
and political development. The transformation of the modern world 
during a time of political turmoil, global conflict and international 
cooperation provides a necessary context for understanding 
Australia’s development, its place within the Asia-Pacific region, 
and its global standing. 

The content provides opportunities to develop historical 
understanding through key concepts, including evidence, 
continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy, 
significance and contestability. These concepts may be 
investigated within a particular historical context to facilitate an 
understanding of the past and to provide a focus for historical 
inquiries.

There are two depth studies in the Year 10 curriculum for History:

DEPTH STUDY 1: WORLD WAR II
Within this depth study, students investigate wartime experiences 
through a study of World War II. This includes a study of the 
causes, events, outcome and broader impact of the conflict as an 
episode in world history, and the nature of Australia’s involvement.

DEPTH STUDY 2: RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS
Within this depth study, students investigate the struggles for 
human rights in depth. This will include how rights and freedoms 
have been ignored, demanded or achieved in Australia and in the 
broader world context.

Throughout both depth studies, an emphasis will be placed on 
the ‘popular culture’ of the historical period; students will explore 
the nature, developments and impact of this phenomenon during 
the twentieth century.

Key inquiry questions
• How did the nature of global conflict change during the 

twentieth century?

• What were the consequences of World War II? How did these 
consequences shape the modern world?

• How was Australian society affected by other significant global 
events and changes in this period?
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Ancient History 

YEARS 11 and 12
Recommended skills and prior study:  Strong writing, analytical 
and oral skills

“To know nothing of what happened before you were born, is to 
remain forever a child.”  (Cicero - Ancient Rome)

Ultimately, History gives meaning to our own lives: a personal 
statement of identity.  Just as in our everyday lives we ask questions, 
collect and sift evidence, analyse, evaluate and produce answers, 
so too, do historians.

YEAR 11 UNITS
Unit 1:  STUDIES OF ARCHAEOLOGY
• Archaeology vs treasure hunting
• Dating methods, DNA, forensic pathology, facial reconstruction
• Case studies: Stonehenge, Ice Man
• Excursion: reconstructed “dig” at Abbey Museum, Caboolture

Unit 2:  A STUDY OF PHARAONIC POWER IN EGYPT
• Archaeological evidence for the Unification of Upper and 

Lower Egypt
• Power through the pyramids of the old Kingdom
• Basic hieroglyphics
• Secrets of power: the great names of the New Kingdom - 

Hatshepsut, Tutankhamen, Ramses

Unit 3:  STUDIES OF CHANGING PRACTICES IN SOCIETY AND 
GOVERNMENT IN THE GREEK WORLD
• Greek politics from monarchy, aristocracy, oligarchy and 

tyranny to democracy
• The career and achievements of Alexander the Great and 

other ‘Great Greeks’

Unit 4:  STUDIES OF THE ARTS 
• Artistic origins in the Stone Age
• Artistic comparisons (painting, sculpture and architecture) in 

Egypt, Greece and Rome

YEAR 12 UNITS
Unit 5:  STUDIES OF FUNERARY PRACTICES
• Ancient religions and treatment of the dead
• Funerary practices from China, Ancient Britain, the Vikings, 

Egypt and the Aztecs of Mexico

Unit 6:  A STUDY OF POLITICAL CENTRISM IN ROME 
• Roman politics from monarchy to republic
• The Roman empire through primary sources – Augustus.

Unit 7:  STUDIES OF CONFLICT 
• Causes and consequences of war
• The nature of ancient warfare – tactics, weapons, leadership
• Particular wars and leaders – Julius Caesar, Alexander the 

Great, Hannibal.

Unit 8:  STUDIES OF EUROPE IN TRANSITION
• Fall of the Roman Empire and the rise of Christianity
• Black Death and its consequences

Assessment
One or two items per term which include the following: objective 
short answer test, written research assignment, unseen essay, 
response to stimulus test, multimodal presentation, political 
speech with visual presentation and/or interactive seminar.

Textbook:  Williams, C.M. ‘Chronicles - Investigating the Ancient 
World’.

Vocational Applications
Historian, archaeologist, teacher, museum curator. It can lead 
into courses such as Arts/Law, Social Work, Music, Classics, 
Anthropology, Sociology, Divinity, Philosophy, Journalism or 
Librarianship. Ancient History provides a sound basis for any 
tertiary course because students develop skills of research, 
analysis and communication. For anyone with a passion for 
the past it is an interesting mixture of mystery, murder, power 
struggles, death, destruction and the achievements and foibles 
of humankind.

Modern History
YEARS 11 and 12 
Recommended skills and prior study: Strong writing, oral and 
analysis skills

In History, as in our everyday lives, we ask meaningful questions, 
collect evidence, sift through it, analyse and evaluate it, to produce 
satisfactory answers to problems of living. These answers provide 
a context for our own lives and establish a range of values that 
shape our attitudes, beliefs and behaviours.

The Modern History Syllabus has a strong focus on the twentieth 
century. The themes for study have been selected with student 
collaboration to appeal to a wide range of interests and abilities.

YEAR 11 UNIT
Unit 1: STUDIES OF CONFLICT
Students will come to understand that important conflicts of 
the twentieth century have occurred on local, national and 
international stages and that they can have military, political, 
social and cultural causes, effects and repercussions. During the 
year students will examine WWI, WWII, the Cold War, the Vietnam 
War and the Arab-Israeli Conflict.

YEAR 12 UNITS

Unit 2: STUDIES OF COOPERATION
This is a significant shift from studies of conflict to evaluating the 
principles of values and cooperation. Students will examine the 
influences of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King and see 
how their examples shaped a generation.
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Unit  3: STUDIES OF POWER
This unit seeks to reach some understanding of the impact of 
Stalin and Mao on their respective countries, the legacy they left 
all peoples and whether they should be seen as ‘butchers’ or 
‘saviours’.

Unit  4: STUDIES OF CHANGE
Students will examine the phenomenon of terrorism, particularly 
its origins, methodology, purpose and aims. Case studies will 
include Al Qaeda, Tamil Tigers, the IRA and the Al-Aqsa Martyrs 
Brigade.

Unit  5: HISTORY AND HISTORIAN
In this last task, students will use theory or ideology to interpret 
historical events, people and periods.  They may ask “When does 
a terrorist become a freedom fighter?” Students will then research 
an historical film and discuss its merits and value as an authentic 
historical source.

Assessment
Students will be assessed according to three criteria across five 
assessment tasks per year:
• Planning and using an historical research process
• Forming historical knowledge through critical inquiry
• Communicating historical knowledge.

Assessment will comprise one or two items per term and may take 
the form of an objective short answer test, response to stimulus 
(sources and visuals), a written research assignment, film analysis 
or a multimodal presentation.

Vocational Applications
The emphasis on research, note taking, analysis and problem-
solving make Modern History a distinct advantage in any tertiary 
study; especially Law, Architecture, Social Work, Hospitality, 
Commerce and Economics, Public Administration, Journalism, 
Business Studies, Environmental Studies, Psychology and 
Education.

Geography
Geography offers a unique balance between the humanities and 
the sciences. A significant portion of the course is devoted to 
fieldwork and practical tasks – ‘without Geography all is lost’.

YEAR 10 
There are two units of study in the Year 10 curriculum for 
Geography:

Unit 1: ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE AND MANAGEMENT 
This unit focuses on investigating environmental geography 
through an in-depth study of a specific environment. The term 
unit begins with an overview of the environmental functions that 
support all life, the major challenges to their sustainability, and 
the environmental worldviews - including those of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples - that influence how people perceive 
and respond to these challenges. Students investigate a specific 
type of environment and environmental change within Australia 
and globally. They apply human-environment systems thinking 
to understand the causes and consequences of the change 
and geographical concepts and methods to evaluate and select 
strategies to manage the change.

Key inquiry questions 
• What does sustainability mean? 
• What geographical concepts and techniques can be applied 

in environmental management? 
• What can we learn from the land management practices of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples? 
• How can environmental degradation caused by human 

actions be explained? 

Unit  2: GEOGRAPHIES OF HUMAN WELLBEING 
This unit focuses on investigating global, national and local 
differences in human wellbeing between places. This term 
unit examines the different concepts and measures of human 
wellbeing, and the causes of global differences in these measures 
between countries. Students explore spatial differences in 
wellbeing within and between countries, and evaluate the 
differences from a variety of perspectives. They explore programs 
designed to reduce the gap between differences in wellbeing. 
These distinctive aspects of human wellbeing are investigated 
using studies drawn from Australia, India and across the world as 
appropriate. It also incorporates links to the College’s commitment 
to service learning.

Key inquiry questions 
• Why do the various definitions and measures of human 

wellbeing produce different rankings of the wellbeing of 
countries and regions within countries? 

• What is the significance of these differences? 
• Are there any relationships between the wellbeing of countries 

and their population growth rates, environments, relative 
location and level of conflict? 

• How does conflict affect the wellbeing of people?

YEAR 11 UNITS
Unit 1: MANAGING THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
This unit introduces students to physical studies in geography, 
exploring the relationships of people with the natural environment.   
It draws on studies in climatology, geomorphology, hydrology and 
biogeography.

Unit 2: PEOPLE AND DEVELOPMENT
Students are introduced to studies in economic and social 
development, focussing on issues related to variations in living 
conditions that exist between peoples from different regions 
and countries. This unit draws on studies in other areas such as 
physical, historical, welfare and political studies.

YEAR 12 UNITS
Unit 3: RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT
This unit, a study of environmental geography, focuses on issues 
related to human use of and reliance on the environment.  Studies 
of physical, economic and political issues are included.

Within each of the units, students will have the opportunity to 
develop skills in analytical thinking, research by observation 
in the field and through other resources, decision making and 
extended writing, including report writing. As well, students will be 
encouraged to develop attitudes of concern for the environment, 
a willingness to challenge existing attitudes and values in 
environmental, social and cultural issues and opportunities to 
clarify their personal values in relation to these issues.

Unit 4: SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTS
This unit focuses on urban and rural geography and issues 
related to the sustainability of urban and rural communities.   
It draws on studies from planning, economics, sociology and ecology.

Assessment
The syllabus requires a minimum of four assessment items in each 
semester. These will include an essay and a practical, completed 
under exam conditions, a report based on primary sources of 
information and a content test. The equivalent of four days is to be 
spent in field studies including water quality testing, environmental 
studies of coastal ecosystems and urban environments.  
A number of extension activities are offered.

Vocational Applications
Geography is an advantage in careers such as aviation, land care, 
environmental protection, the armed services, national parks, 
farming and town planning, and develops skills useful in a wide 
variety of tertiary courses. 
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Legal Studies 
YEARS 11 and 12
Recommended skills and prior study: Strong writing, oral and 
research skills

In Legal Studies students develop an understanding of how the 
legal system can affect their lives. The course equips students with 
the ability to access the Australian legal system and investigate 
how it affects their basic rights, obligations and responsibilities. 
Students learn to understand the relationship between social and 
legal structures. The subject has a strong focus on inquiry skills, 
developing opinions and problem solving.

YEAR 11 UNITS

Unit 1: THE LEGAL SYSTEM
Students develop a basic understanding of the Australian legal 
system, the sources of law, the way laws are made and Courts of 
Law. Included is a court visit.

Unit 2: INTRODUCTION TO CIVIL OBLIGATIONS
Students will become acquainted with some of the general 
principles affecting day to day transactions, the formation of 
agreements (contracts) and remedies for breaches. They will 
examine a variety of issues that arise such as bargaining power, 
competition, illegal contracts, disclosure and accountability. 
Students will also investigate the law of negligence and the impact 
of such law on every day occurrences.

Unit 3: HUMAN RIGHTS
This unit focuses on how Australian law attempts to balance the 
rights and responsibilities of the individual with the bests interests 
of the greater community. Issues explored will include the right 
to a fair trial, voting rights, freedom of speech and the right to 
equality. The unit will also take a considered look at whether 
Australia should have a Bill of Rights.

Unit 4: INTERNATIONAL LAW 
This unit looks at how effective the legal system is in promoting 
peace and resolving conflict within and between nations and 
states. Students will look at the way the law is used to regulate 
modern armed conflict.

Or

HUMAN RIGHTS AND INDIGENOUS AUSTRALIANS  
AND THE LAW (OPTIONAL)
Students investigate law reforms and the impact of legislation on 
Indigenous Australians’ human rights.

YEAR 12 UNITS

Unit 5: INDEPENDENT INQUIRY
Students undertake an independent, self-directing and in-depth 
investigation of a topical issue facing Australian society.

Unit 6: CRIMINAL LAW
This unit explores the theoretical basis of criminal law and 
investigate its operation in practice. Procedural matters, the rights 
and powers of police and citizens, specific offences and defences 
and punishment and compensation are some of the contexts 
used to reflect the way in which society and the criminal justice 
system interact.

Unit 7: FAMILY AND THE LAW
Students will investigate contemporary Family Law issues as well 
as understand how the legal system regulates family relationships 
- marriage, divorce, residency, property settlements and wills.

Unit 8: SPORT AND THE LAW (OPTIONAL)
The changing values and the commercialisation of sport have 
resulted in increased regulation of the sporting industry. Students 

investigate how both civil and criminal law can have an impact 
on sport and what are the rights and obligations of stakeholders.

Or

TECHNOLOGY AND THE LAW (OPTIONAL)
Students investigate how traditional legal principles and processes 
are constantly challenged by the need to keep pace with new 
technologies. This unit will focus on the rapid developments 
occurring in the design, development and implementation of 
technological discoveries and what it means in terms of the law.

Or

EMPLOYMENT (OPTIONAL)
Students investigate how the legal system attempts to balance the 
rights and responsibilities of employer and employee.

Or 

ENVIRONMENT (OPTIONAL)
Students investigate how the law effectively balances the needs of 
the environment with the economy and society.

Or 

HOUSING (OPTIONAL)
Students investigate how the law regulates buying, selling and 
renting of real property.

Assessment
Assessment is a mix of examinations and extended assignments. 
Assignment tasks required in-depth research.

Vocational Applications
Legal studies is considered as a good start to any career related 
to law, including: solicitor, barrister, clerk of court, legal secretary, 
police, correctional officer, court reporter. It is also useful in the 
fields of business, social work, government, economics, education 
and politics.
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TECHNOLOGY

Accounting
YEARS 11 and 12
Recommended skills and prior study: Semester 2 Accounting 
(Year 10) advisable but not mandatory.
This course is designed to provide a foundation in the discipline 
of accounting and prepare students for further education, training 
and employment. The subject offers depth and flexibility through 
the exploration of financial decisions and provides relevance for 
general education and life beyond schooling.

Students are provided with opportunities to develop skills in 
managing financial resources, which can be applied at a personal 
level and in a business environment. They are encouraged to 
think logically, to apply accounting principles in a consistent and 
effective manner and to become independent learners. 

The changing processes of accounting practice are recognised, 
especially with respect to the development and use of new 
information and communication technologies. Students will use 
information technology to enable them to apply the accounting 
process in business. All topics and assessment are delivered in a 
laptop environment with students learning to become proficient in 
their use of Microsoft Excel and Word, as well as the Accounting 
Package MYOB that is used by many businesses. Solutions to 
textbook exercises are provided online for students to self-monitor 
their progress. Email and electronic submission is an integral part 
of Accounting at Concordia Lutheran College.

YEAR 11 UNITS 

Unit 1: CORE STUDIES & INTERNAL CONTROLS
• Core Studies - Assets, liabilities, expenses, revenues and owner’s 

equity; accounting equation; source documents, journals, 
ledgers, trial balance; nature of GST, relevant documents and 
calculations; preparation of Income Statement and Statement 
of Financial Position; analysis of reports. 

• Internal controls – how they aim to prevent errors, detect errors, 
prevent fraud and theft, and increase efficiency in a business.

Unit 2: ANALYSIS OF FINANCIAL REPORTS, BUDGETING & 
ACCOUNTING FOR CASH
• Analysis of financial reports – calculation of financial ratios, 

analysis and interpretation of reports to assess profitability, 
liquidity, financial stability, managerial effectiveness, cash flow

• Budgeting – design and preparation of cash budgets, manual 
and computerised spread sheets

• Cash – recording in columnar cash journals, Bank Reconciliation 
statements.

YEAR 12 UNITS

Unit 3: ACCOUNTING PACKAGE, ACCRUAL ACCOUNTING & 
ELECTRONIC BUSINESS
• Accounting Package (MYOB) – comparison between manual 

and computerised packages, recording of a variety of 
transactions to financial statements.

• Accrual Accounting - Classification and presentation of end-
of-year reports, balance day adjustments, accrual accounting, 
accounting assumptions and qualitative characteristics inherent 
in accounting.

• Electronic Business – nature and benefits; impact on accounting; 
B2C; B2B; risks and controls; assurance of integrity.

Unit 4: ACCOUNTING FOR NON-CURRENT ASSETS, 
PERSONAL FINANCING AND INVESTING, MANAGERIAL 
DECISION-MAKING 
• Non-current assets – acquisition, depreciation and disposal of 

property, plant and equipment assets, internal controls over 
non-current assets

• Personal Financing and Investing – types of finance, cost 
calculations and comparisons, obtaining finance and making 
decisions.

• Managerial decision-making – management accounting, 
analysis of product manufacturing costs.

Assessment
Supervised exams, practical and written assignments: 2-3 
assessment pieces each semester. Accounting includes an 
element of ‘open book’ or ‘seen’ tasks in many exams.

Vocational Applications
Accounting provides a very useful skill to potential employers 
in any field, as all businesses use aspects of the topics studied.  
Study of Accounting at the secondary level enables an informed 
choice in regard to future tertiary study of Business, Commerce or 
Management. Skills gained are very useful for treasurers of small 
clubs or societies or for maintaining financial records for personal 
use.

Business & Law
YEAR 10
This subject revolves around two semester units: 
Business (in Semester 1) and Law (in Semester 2).

Business education involves the development of the knowledge, 
skills, attitudes, beliefs and values that will inform and encourage 
students to actively participate in the community. It will allow them 
to make sense of the world, understand their role in contributing 
to society and appreciate the interdependence of decisions 
made, as well as the results and effects of these decisions on 
individuals, families and others. Business education enables 
students to develop skills to contribute to finding possible creative 
and imaginative solutions to complex problems facing our society. 
The main areas of study include resource allocation and making 
choices, consumer and financial literacy, enterprising behaviours 
and capabilities, and work environments.

Law education aims to reinforce students’ appreciation and 
understanding of what it means to be a citizen. It explores ways in 
which students can actively shape their lives, value their belonging 
in a diverse and dynamic society, and positively contribute to 
the world. As reflective, active and informed decision-makers, 
students will be well placed to contribute to an evolving and 
healthy democracy that fosters the well-being of Australia as a 
democratic nation. The curriculum promotes the development 
of inclusivity by developing students’ understanding of broader 
values such as respect, civility, equity, justice and responsibility. 
The main areas of study include the Australian political system 
and government, Australia’s legal system and legal processes, 
and the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

Business Communication 
and Technologies (BCT)
YEARS 11 and 12
Recommended skills and prior study: Touch typing skills and 
knowledge of MS Office applications.

BCT offers students opportunities to engage in and understand 
a range of administrative practices through real-life situations 
and business simulations. There is a focus on the essential skills 
of business communication and the use of business-specific 
technologies. BCT encompasses theoretical and practical aspects 
of business issues in contexts students will encounter throughout 
their lives.

Subject matter is studied through appropriate business contexts 
to provide a focus for authentic and relevant learning experiences. 
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YEAR 11 UNITS
Unit 1: TRAVEL CONTEXT 
• Business environments: business sectors, strategic planning, 

corporate social responsibility and ethics, fraud and security 
management, work environments, quality practices

• Organisation and work teams: planning, interpersonal skills, 
team processes 

Unit 2: MEDIA CONTEXT
• International business: general considerations associated with 

conducting business with people from another country, travel 
issues, trade issues

• Social media: types and uses of social media in business 
settings, marketing communication, networking, internal uses, 
security issues and management, influence of government.

YEAR 12 UNITS
Unit 3: RETAIL AND EDUCATION CONTEXT
• Managing workplace information: types of information, 

accountability, information management systems, manual 
and electronic security of systems, retention and disposal of 
information

• Workplace health, safety and sustainability: legislation and 
regulations, employee and employer responsibilities, risk 
management, accidents and emergencies, management of 
energy, air quality, land, waste, water and noise, documentation

Unit 4: TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY CONTEXT
• Events administration: time management, resource 

administration, finance, management of risk, quality control, 
event implementation and control, event evaluation (conducted 
as part of a real or simulated event)

Assessment
Assessment techniques include supervised written, research and 
extended response. These techniques may be presented in a 
variety of modes such as reports, analytical, written, spoken or 
multimodal responses.

Vocational Applications
BCT is highly relevant for most future pathways, as it provides 
useful knowledge and competencies for life. Through the analysis 
of business issues, the course of study provides rigour and depth 
and provides an excellent foundation for students in tertiary study 
and for their future employment. It may lead to employment in 
business or events administration or tertiary study in business, 
business or events management and human resources

Design Technologies

YEAR 10
The Technologies curriculum provides students with opportunities 
to consider how solutions that are created now will be used in 
the future. Students will identify the possible benefits and risks of 
creating solutions. They will use critical and creative thinking to 
weigh up possible short-term and long-term impacts.

Semester work with brief explanation
Students will undertake projects over the course of the semester. 
This introduces them to the basic solid modelling functions within 
the AutoCAD programs. Once this task is completed students be 
asked to solve a design problem and then produce products and 
evaluate these products from the design brief.

Assessment
• Visual diary
• Design folio
• Marketing materials

Vocational Applications
This unit of work provides a very valuable foundation for a 
student wishing to study Graphics in senior. Graphics contributes 
to the development of technological literacy and develops the 
communication, analytical and problem-solving skills required for 
a large number of educational and vocational aspirations, including 
the fields of graphic design, industrial design, built environment 
design (architecture, landscape architecture and interior design), 
engineering, urban and regional planning, surveying and spatial 
sciences, and building paraprofessionals.
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Graphics
YEARS 11 and 12
Graphics engages students in solving design problems and 
presenting their ideas and solutions as graphical products. 
Students explore design problems through the lens of a design 
process where they: identify and explore a need or opportunity of 
a target audience, research, generate and develop ideas, produce 
and evaluate solutions. Students communicate solutions in the 
form of graphical representations using industry conventions 
where applicable. 

Graphics develops students’ understanding of design factors 
and design processes in graphical contexts. Design problems 
provide settings for units of work where students create graphical 
representations of design solutions for a range of audiences, 
including corporate and end-user clients. These design settings 
are based in the real-world design areas of industrial design, 
graphic design and built environment design (architecture, 
landscape architecture and interior design).

In the development of solutions to design problems, students 
sketch and draw freehand, develop spatial cognition and 
visualisation, produce technical graphical representations 
in both two-dimensional and three-dimensional formats and 
use existing and emerging technologies to present solutions 
graphically. Students will interpret, generate and create visual 
communications for particular purposes and audiences. Students 
plan and produce graphical representations in simulated real-
world contexts. They make judgments and justify decisions.

Design Areas

Graphical representations are produced as the result of learning 
experiences and assessment opportunities, as students solve 
design problems that are situated in three design areas. Across 
the course of study students must experience at least two of these 
design areas.

The three design areas are:
• Industrial design
• Built environment design (architecture, landscape architecture 

and interior design)
• Graphic design

Assessment

Year 11 work is formative and Year 12 summative. Students will 
be assessed on three dimensions:

Knowledge and understanding encompasses the range of 
knowledge and understandings required to respond to design 
problems.

Analysis and application encompasses selecting, analysing and 
interpreting information about design problems.

Synthesis and evaluation encompasses the synthesis of ideas 
and making and justifying decisions. It encompasses the 
recommendations made throughout the design process and 
justification of the final solution. It includes evaluating and making 
judgments about the quality of the graphical representations 
against design criteria.

Vocational Applications

Graphics contributes to the development of technological literacy 
and develops the communication, analytical and problem-solving 
skills required for a large number of educational and vocational 
aspirations, including the fields of graphic design, industrial design, 
built environment design (architecture, landscape architecture 
and interior design), engineering, urban and regional planning, 
surveying and spatial sciences, and building paraprofessionals. 

Digital Design

YEAR 10

Digital Technologies empowers students to shape change, by 
influencing how contemporary and emerging information systems 
and practices are applied to meet current and future needs. A 
deep knowledge and understanding of information systems 
enables students to be creative and discerning decision-makers 
when they select, use and manage data, information, processes 
and digital systems to meet needs and shape preferred futures.

Units/Semester work with brief explanation

Students will create digital solutions that will use data, require 
interactions with users and within systems, and will have 
impacts on people, the economy and environments. Solutions 
may be developed using combinations of readily available 
hardware and software applications, and/or specific instructions 
provided through programming. Some examples of solutions are 
instructions for a robot, an adventure game, products featuring 
interactive multimedia including digital stories, animations and 
websites.

Assessment

• Design folio – The assessment technique assesses the 
application of higher-order cognition (analysis, synthesis 
and evaluation) and a range of technical and creative skills. 
Students identify and explore design problems, develop ideas 
and produce products.

Vocational Applications

The elective will be very beneficial to those students wishing to 
study Technology Studies in Years 11 and 12. A course of study in 
design can establish a basis for further education and employment 
in the fields of industrial design, product design, civil engineering, 
mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, and architecture 
and project management.
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Technology Studies 

YEARS 11 and 12
Technology Studies empowers students to explore the 
relationships between technology and society in order to be 
informed, responsible and responsive users and creators of 
technology. Technology encompasses the purposeful application 
of knowledge, resources, materials and processes to develop 
solutions. Solutions are the ideas and products developed in 
response to design problems.

In Technology Studies, students develop an understanding of 
real-world product design and production processes. Technology 
Studies provides opportunities for students to develop skills 
in strategic and creative thinking, practical problem solving, 
information analysis, and project management, and challenges 
them to understand and appreciate technological innovation and 
its impact on society.

Students build the skills of project management, enabling them 
to manage resources and risks effectively to develop solutions 
to design problems. Students critique and evaluate ideas 
and products against design criteria developed in response 
to the design problem and they justify decisions and make 
recommendations.

Assessment
Year 11 work is formative and Year 12 summative. The dimensions 
for a course of study in this subject are:

Dimension 1: Analysing design problems involves identifying a 
design problem and analysing the knowledge and understanding, 
referred to as design factors, required to respond to and develop 
solutions. Design problems can be found in a variety of contexts. 
Students should consider both individuals and communities when 
responding to an identified human need or opportunity.

Dimension 2: Applying design factors and communicating  
involves using information related to the design factors to develop 
ideas and propose solutions to design problems. 

Dimension 3: Synthesising and evaluating designs involves 
synthesising ideas to develop a concept. Decisions are justified 
throughout a design process and include recommendations 
to improve ideas and products. Solutions to design problems 
are evaluated using design criteria to determine the quality, 
functionality and reliability of a product.

Vocational Applications
A course of study in Technology Studies can establish a basis 
for further education and employment in the fields of industrial 
design, product design, civil engineering, mechanical engineering, 
electrical engineering, architecture and project management. 

Industrial Technology Skills –  
Years 11 & 12 (non-OP)
The Industrial Technology Studies course comprises: 

1. A mandatory study area core of manufacturing, safety and 
technological processes that are integrated throughout the 
course. 

2. Five units of study including: 

 • Engineering
  - Cutting and joining materials
  - Machining materials
  - Industry orientation 

 • Automotive Studies 
   - Systems 

 • Furnishings 
  - Industrial Graphics

The subject has been designed as a project-based or activity-
based course that emphasises using current industry practice 
and safe technological processes to solve problems or complete 
tasks in a workshop or simulated workplace environment. Projects 
and practical activities set the context within which the key 
elements of the course are delivered and provide the means for 
the consolidation and application of skills and knowledge. Projects 
will be authentic or credible simulations of real manufacturing 
projects, and should be student-centred to promote confident 
and self-motivated learners. The course should be flexible in 
order to accommodate new and emerging technologies in the 
manufacturing industries and the wide range of interests and 
abilities of the students who take the course. 

Industry partnership 
Concordia Lutheran College has formed partnerships with local 
industry so that students are exposed to employment opportunities 
and the latest technologies.

Assessment
Assessment in this subject will be undertaken through a series of 
projects. It may include:
• Objective/short answer tests
• Written responses
• Oral presentations
• Practical work
• Teacher observations of student skills
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Home Economics
Home Economics offers students opportunities to discover and 
further develop critical and creative capabilities that enhance 
individual and family wellbeing. 

A central premise of Home Economics is that today’s actions 
and attitudes determine present and future welfare, security, 
and happiness of individuals, families and communities. Home 
economists educate, inform and advise government, industry and 
the community. Their advice can help individuals make better 
lifestyle choices. 

What Is Studied? 
Each semester a substantial unit of work is covered, based on one 
or more of the three areas of study:
• Individuals, families and communities 
• Nutrition and food 
• Textiles and fashion 

Each area of study is underpinned by broad understandings that 
guide the course of study: 
• a range of practical skills are essential for resourceful, creative 

and innovative design and production 
• purposeful and informed decision making and action as 

citizens and consumers will help bring desired results
• the wellbeing of individuals, families and communities is 

explored through various points of view

Assessment 
Home Economics uses an inquiry approach to investigate issues 
and design challenges that are related to individual and family 
wellbeing in the context of maintaining healthy and sustainable 
local and global communities.

Students will demonstrate achievement in three dimensions:
• knowledge and understanding
• reasoning and communicating processes
• practical performance 

Assessment will comprise of two or three items per semester.  
The assessment tasks could include research assignments, 
supervised written tests or product assessments.

Vocational Applications
There are many opportunities including community and education 
agencies such as health, families, housing, and community 
services as well as in industries related to design, fashion, food 
and textiles. 

Year 10 Technology - Food and Fibre
The Food Futures unit studies food science and food technology. 
Students will investigate safe and sustainable food system 
practices that can produce high-quality nutritious food products 
in the future. They will have the opportunity to develop skills and 
knowledge in the chemical, functional and sensory aspects of food 
through cookery and experimentation. Using a problem-based 
learning approach, students will explore problems and develop 
ideas relating to food products before generating, communicating 
and implementing solutions involving the reformulation of foods 
for current and emerging food markets. Assessment will include 
the development of a food product solution in response to an 
emerging food market problem.

The Design and You unit focuses on the underpinning design 
knowledge and processes required to generate creative ideas 
and propose solutions to meet human wants and needs. Students 
will learn that professionals in a range of disciplines such as 
architecture, fashion design, graphic and digital media design, 
industrial design, and interior design create solutions to meet 
these wants and needs. With a problem-based learning approach, 
students are able to learn about design through exploring problems. 
Creative thinking is essential to develop ideas using visualisation 

skills through various methods such as drawing (2D media) and 
producing items (3D media) and communicate proposed design 
solutions in creative and convincing ways. Students will develop 
an appreciation of design styles and aesthetics related to the 
design disciplines. Assessment will include a sustainable housing 
project and designing with fibres and fabrics in response to a 
design brief.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING SUBJECTS

Competency Based Training
A key feature of Vocational Education and Training (VET) is its 
reliance on industry competency standards to specify the skills 
and knowledge an individual needs to work within that industry. 
Students pursuing a nationally recognised VET qualification can 
do so, confident that the skills and knowledge they are acquiring 
are what Australian businesses are looking for.

In each unit teachers provide a set of specific learning outcomes 
that students are expected to achieve and then students are 
assessed against a set of established criteria to determine whether 
they are “competent” or “not yet competent”. Students are able 
to seek recognition for relevant skills and knowledge they have 
achieved before studying the subject (known as RPL) and may 
therefore proceed through the subject at a faster rate.

Assessment Procedures
• The College’s Assignment and Examination Policy is to be 

followed by VET subjects and students
• Vocational Education students do have the opportunity to repeat 

assessment if they are unsuccessful on the first attempt. It is 
the student’s responsibility to approach the classroom teacher 
for a suitable time to repeat the assessment. If the student does 
not achieve a successful result on the assessment, it will be 
recorded as “not yet competent”.

• Students entering VET subjects after Term 1 will need to catch 
up on units already completed. It is the student’s responsibility 
to approach the classroom teacher to discuss if this is possible 
and the conditions required to proceed. Generally it will involve 
additional study and completing additional assessment items at 
negotiated times.

• Students with extended absences due to illness up to and 
including assessment dates will be required to produce a 
medical certificate. If students wish to become competent in the 
uncompleted unit they must approach the teacher to arrange 
additional time in which to complete it. Following the College’s 
Assessment policy, extensions may be granted by the Director 
of Learning and Innovation prior to the due date.

School-Based Traineeships and 
Apprenticeships
It is possible to undertake either of the above during Years 11 
and 12.

In order to be a school-based Apprentice, the student must find an 
employer willing to employ the student beyond Year 12, which will 
allow the student to complete qualifications to Certificate Level III. 
There may be a cost involved with school-based apprenticeships.

To be a school-based Trainee the employer is obliged to offer the 
employment until the qualification has been achieved, if this has 
not occurred by the end of year 12 then they are to continue 
the traineeship on either a full time or part time basis until the 
qualification has been completed. Traineeships allow the student 
to complete qualifications to Certificate Level II or III. There may 
be a cost involved with school-based traineeships.

For both options, the student is required to attend training at the 
employer’s choice of RTO and this may be during school time.  
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EAL/D Support
English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D) support 
is provided to students whose home language is a language or 
dialect other than Standard Australian English. Students access 
specialist support to assist them with the language and literacy 
demands of their subjects, along with enrichment of cultural and 
contextual knowledge. They work in small groups or one-to-one 
with Ms Judy Burgis (EAL/D Teacher and International Student 
Coordinator), Ms Kerry Stouse (Teacher Aide – Indigenous 
Support) and Mrs Leah Bowes (Indigenous Student Coordinator).

Learning Support
Learning Support is designed for students with learning difficulties 
and disabilities and for students who have an identified need for 
support in areas such as literacy, numeracy and organisation. No 
rating is given in Learning Support as it supports the students’ 
overall academic program. Numbers in the classes are limited so 
that staff can tailor the program as much as possible to individual 
needs. Please contact the Learning Support Coordinator if you 
wish to access Learning Support but you are not already in this 
program.

Where do I get more information?

Career Information Service (CIS)
Phone: 3864 0299; 1800 804991

Fax: 3221 2553

Web: www.cis.qsa.qld.edu.au

Email: cis@qsa.qld.edu.au

QCE Queensland Certificate of Education
Web: www.qsa.qld.edu.au/learning_priorities/qce

QTAC LTD
Phone: 3858 1222

Fax: 3367 1164

Web: www.qtac.edu.au

Queensland Universities and TAFE Queensland
• Australian Catholic University   www.acu.edu.au

• Bond University    www.bond.edu.au

• Central Queensland University   www.cqu.edu.au

• Griffith University    www.griffith.edu.au

• James Cook University    www.jcu.edu.au

• Queensland University of Technology    www.qut.edu.au

• TAFE Queensland    www.tafe.net

• The University of Queensland    www.uq.edu.au

• University of Southern Queensland    www.usq.edu.au

• University of the Sunshine Coast    www.usc.edu.au

What should I do if...

I want to go to university
If you wish to go to university after completing Year 12, you will 
need to check the pre-requisites for the university course you 
would like to complete. If you need to be OP-eligible, you must 
study a minimum of five Authority subjects. Three of these must 
be studied over four semesters. You must also sit the QCS Test in 
Year 12. 

Tertiary Entrance for Non-OP Students
Students who complete Year 12 and do not qualify for an OP can 
still gain entry to a limited number of courses offered at tertiary 
institutions participating in QTAC.  Students should carefully 
check the QTAC guide regarding such courses.

I want to go to TAFE
If you want to go to TAFE after completing Year 12 you need 
to be aware that entry to some TAFE courses is determined by 
OP. Competition for places in some courses is very high. If you 
don’t have an OP, the Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre Ltd 
(QTAC) will calculate a rank for you based on your subject results. 
You should also sit the QCS Test to try to increase the rank you 
will be awarded.  Some students attend TAFE while completing 
Years 11 & 12.  This option should be negotiated through the 
Vocation Education and Careers Coordinator, Mr Tony Sharman.  
Different fees apply for different courses. When considering this 
as an option students need to think carefully about how their 
attendance at TAFE will affect their ability to keep up with their 
school subjects.

I don’t know what I’ll do after Year 12
If you are not sure what you want to do after Year 12, you need to 
study those subjects in which you will achieve the best results. If 
you are interested in tertiary courses then you should take at least 
five Authority subjects. 

I want to complete Years 11 and 12 
over three years
If you have other commitments (eg. National representation in 
sport) or special circumstances, the College can negotiate your 
study to be completed over three years. This is called ‘variable 
progression’.

I want to start a school-based 
apprenticeship/traineeship at school 
and study later
Students should speak to the Director of Learning and Innovation, 
Mrs Wendy Bowen, about this option. 

I want to do Vocational subjects and 
study at TAFE after Year 12
At the end of Year 12, QTAC can calculate a rank on your results 
and you can use this rank to enter Diploma courses offered by 
some tertiary institutions and TAFE institutes. Later, you may use 
the rank calculated from your results in the Diploma to enter other 
courses.
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