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Music, movies, food, fun and summer (well, 
some summer) evenings … these were the 
ingredients that provided the perfect blend 
for locals to enjoy the City of West Torrens 
annual Summer Festival.

Held in the West Torrens Memorial Gardens 
during January and early February, the 
Festival drew crowds in their hundreds to 
each event, with the lawns being a sea of 
deckchairs, ground rugs and cushions as 
people took advantage of the free summer’s 
evening entertainment. 

It is the sixth year our Council has staged 
the Festival for local residents and those 
further afield, with a number of this year’s 
events focussed on providing entertainment 
for children so parents and friends could 
relax.

Movies and bands provided a range 

Music, movies, food and fun ... 

COVER PHOTOGRAPH
Our cover photograph comes from the 
Music and Food of the World event which 
showcased African dance and drumming, a 
Chinese lion dance and Indian Bollywood 
demonstration.

The West Torrens War Memorial Gardens provided the perfect backdrop for the 2015 Summer Festvial. More photographs and video footage 
can be found on our West Torrens Facebook site.

 COVER STORY
of entertainment for families with live 
performances from bands such as The 
Borderers, Jungle Jooce, The Beggars, Me 
and My Mates and Greg Hart and his band. 
There were also special appearances from 
Bollywood dancers, magicians, clowns, 
African drummers and even The Australian 
Girls’ Choir.

This year each Summer Festival event had 
a specific theme, ranging from music and 
food of the world to an Aussie theme in 
honour of Australia Day. While one event 
was cancelled due to inclement weather, it 
didn’t dampen the spirits of local families 
looking for a great night out.

“The Summer Festival is the largest event 
we stage for our community and we always 
receive positive feedback,” Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer Declan Moore said.

“This year’s themes really focussed on free, 
family-oriented entertainment to allow all 
ages to have fun. It gave parents a great 
opportunity for their children to experience 

something different and to interact with 
others.

“The Summer Festival is a great way to 
spend a summer evening and unwind.”

Council welcomes any comments or 
suggestions about bands or movies for 
future events. If you would like to provide 
feedback, contact Council on 8416 6333 
during business hours or email 
csu@wtcc.sa.gov.au.

If you would like to discuss sponsorship 
opportunities for our 2015/2016 Festival, 
contact Danny Broderick on 8416 6333.
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Mayor

Airport Ward

Airport Ward

Hilton Ward

Hilton Ward Morphett Ward

Morphett Ward

Hon. John Trainer

Phone mobile: 
0417 876 847

Email: 
jtrainer@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr Rosalie Haese

Phone mobile: 
0439 284 278

Email: 
rhaese@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr Garth Palmer

Phone mobile: 
0416 292 498

Email: 
gpalmer@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr Cindy O’Rielley

Phone mobile: 
0400 599 153

Email: 
corielley@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr George Vlahos

Phone mobile: 
0412 101 968

Email: 
gvlahos@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr Megan Hill

Phone mobile: 
0402 773 054

Email: 
mhill@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Keswick Ward

Keswick Ward Plympton Ward

Plympton Ward

Thebarton Ward

Thebarton Ward

Lockleys Ward

Lockleys Ward

Cr Rishi Dua

Phone mobile: 
0488 211 603

Email: 
rdua@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr John Woodward

Phone mobile: 
0429 090 246

Email: 
jwoodward@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr Simon Tsiaparis

Phone mobile: 
0400 599 176

Email: 
stsiaparis@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr Arthur Mangos

Phone mobile: 
0439 277 640

Email: 
amangos@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr Graham Nitschke

Phone: 
0408 085 934

Email: 
gnitschke@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr Tony Polito

Phone: 
8353 4063

Email: 
tpolito@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr Kym McKay

Phone mobile: 
0439 277 958

Email: 
kmckay@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr Steven Rypp

Phone mobile: 
0403 772 851

Email: 
srypp@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Cr George Demetriou

Phone mobile: 
0418 897 994

Email: 
gdemetriou@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Introducing our new Council

Council elections were held in November last year and the following are your elected representatives for the next four years.

Elected Members are available to help local residents with issues of concern in their local wards or in the greater city area.

Details can also be found on our website, westtorrens.sa.gov.au, and will be published on the back page in future issues of Talking Points.
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Community garden grows in popularity
The new Clifford Street Community Garden Group is thriving, with demand 
from local residents for garden beds exceeding supply.

More than 12 raised beds have now been planted and many are already 
yielding an array of wonderful crops.

A small get together for new gardeners and local residents was held recently, 
attracting around 20 people from a range of ages. The event provided 
gardeners with the opportunity to meet each other and nearby residents in a 
friendly, relaxed environment. 

Local urban gardening guru Steven Hoepfner conducted simple soil tests, 
provided advice on common garden pests and diseases and discussed 
maximising production of vegetables and fruits in home garden settings and 
raised beds. Gardeners swapped notes about what they were growing and 
shared produce that was ready to harvest. 

All agreed that the event was a great success and expressed interest in holding 
future get togethers to socialise and learn more about growing fruit and 
vegetables.

Council has purchased two soil pH testing kits to monitor pH levels at 
community gardens. These can be helpful when getting ready to plant new 
gardens or monitoring what’s happening with established ones. For more 
information about these kits, or the community garden at Clifford Street, 
contact Amanda on 8416 6212.

Gardening guru Steve Hoepfner (right) presents to 
gardeners at Clifford Street Community Garden.

As a result of recent discussions with local 
community gardeners, three gardening 
sessions for interested residents have been 
scheduled for the first half of 2015. 

To book, check our website, westtorrens.
sa.gov.au, or contact Amanda on 8416 
6212, email ajohnston@wtcc.sa.gov.au. 
Bookings are essential for each session and 
can be made for one or all of these events. 
All events are free and numbers are limited.

Session one: Get up and get growing - 
seasonal gardening - what to plant in 
autumn. 

Topics will include: bed preparation, 
fertilising,  vegetables and crop rotation, 
planning to plant fruit trees, organic pest 
control. 

Aimed at existing gardeners and anyone 
keen to begin.

Presenter: Steven Hoepfner: Urban 
Gardening guru, Wagtail Farm, Mitchell 
Park.

Date: Thursday 26 February 2015 - 6.30pm 
to 8.30pm (numbers restricted to 30).

Venue: Plympton Community Centre,  
34 Long Street, Plympton.

Format: theory input and discussion.

Overall aims: to raise awareness of the 
‘basics’ of vegetable and fruit gardening; 
the importance of having suitable soil and 
tips on building healthy soil; introduction 
to concepts of crop rotation; what to plant 
when; organic pest control etc. 

Session two: Easy propagation and 
perennial vegetables.

Aimed at Clifford Street gardeners and 
other interested residents. The emphasis will 
be on vegetables that are easy to grow and 
most suited to people who are unable to 
spend much time on gardening, including 
older gardeners, and people who may have 
disability and/or mobility issues.

Presenter: Pauline Muir, keen gardener and 
researcher. 

Date: Friday 27 March 2015 1pm to 
2.30pm. 

Venue: Thebarton Community Centre (room 
4), South Road, Thebarton.

Format: hands-on workshop - maximum 20 
to 30 participants.

Session three: Growing fruit trees and 
soft fruits (such as strawberries). 

Aimed at all gardeners and those keen 
to begin or build on existing skills and 

knowledge. The emphasis will be on 
preparing and mulching soil; dealing with 
heavy clay soils and selecting suitable 
species. 

Format: theory input and discussion (maybe 
with some demonstrations - content/
delivery method not yet finalised). Numbers 
limited to 50 participants - bookings 
essential.

Presenter: Bunnings horticulturalist.

Date: Thursday 11 June 2015 - 6.30pm to 
8.30pm - light supper will be provided.

Venue: Thebarton Community Centre 
(meeting room 3).

Overall aims: to raise awareness about 
growing fruit trees including the benefits 
of having a ‘big picture mud-map’, having 
suitable soil and building healthy loam 
and choosing suitable locations; knowing 
when to plant and how to avoid trees 
reverting to ‘root-stock’ and how to space 
plants for optimum growth. The session 
will also provide information on species 
most suitable to grow in pots; pest control 
and library resources available to support 
gardeners.

Gardening sessions - February to June 2015

Council’s Sewing Studio at Plympton Community Centre continues 
to prosper, with many new members joining the Monday night and 
Wednesday groups. 

Both groups have set attendance records in recent weeks and are 
facilitated by the generosity of volunteers. 

An open night is planned for Monday 23 March 2015 (6pm to 9pm) 

at the Centre, 34 Long Street Plympton - aimed at residents and 
others who are interested in what the group does. Guest speaker, 
Margaret Marsh, specialist creator of one of a kind bags and 
accessories, will also present a session titled ‘My friendship with a 
sewing machine’. A light supper will be provided. 

Bookings can be made be via Council’s website,  
westtorrens.sa.gov.au or phone Amanda on 8416 6212.

Discovering the benefits of sewing
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For West Torrens’ resident Jacqui, recycling 
has become part of her family’s daily 
routine.

“Recycling food waste and packaging 
materials is just ingrained in what we 
do - we don’t even have to think about it 
anymore,” she says.

Jacqui is a full-time mother of three and has 
a part-time job. Her family has embraced 
the concept of food waste recycling thanks 
to the Council’s kitchen caddy system, 
which is provided free to residents. The 
family also has a worm farm which adds to 
their recycling of kitchen scraps.

For Jacqui, recycling food scraps is not new. 
She and her partner used to compost at 
their previous home and use this in their 
garden, but when they moved to their new 
home which has a smaller garden, they 
didn’t have the need for all the compost 
that they were generating.

“The kitchen caddy made what we were 
meant to do more convenient and easier,” 
she says.

“Without the caddy we may have got a bit 
lazy and ended up putting our food scraps 
into our waste bin instead of them being 
recycled.” 

Jacqui says that the kitchen caddy gets a 
real workout too, with fruit and vegetable 
scraps from breakfast smoothies, fruit 
from lunch and vegetables from dinner. 
On average the caddy is emptied into the 
organics bin every one to two days, with 
some being fed to the worms once a week. 

Feeding the worms is a labour of love for 
Jacqui’s 5 year old daughter. She uses the 
worm juice on her new vegetable patch, 
which is about to produce its first crop 
of carrots, beans, potatoes and English 
spinach. Jacqui says that the worm juice 
poured elsewhere on the garden has 
produced lush growth.

Jacqui believes it is good to model correct 
food and packaging recycling at home as 
it is consistent with the message to reduce 
waste and to recycle more that children 
learn at school. Her children earn pocket 
money for scraping their food scraps into 
the caddy and if they are unsure, they 
ask: even her two-year old knows that the 
banana peel goes into the caddy.

With the kitchen caddy under the sink, 
Jacqui also has an indoor recycling and 

waste bin. She likes the fact that the inside 
waste bin doesn’t get emptied much now 
and that less waste is going to the kerbside 
bin destined for landfill. Not only is this 
good for the environment, but recycling is 
cheaper than landfilling and this benefits 
ratepayers.

Council supports residents to recycle food 
waste by:

• Providing a kitchen caddy and roll 
of compostable bags (available from 
Council) or a rebate of up to $20 on 
a kitchen caddy purchased privately. 
Replacement rolls of 75 compostable 
bags can be purchased from Council for 
$5, or people can just wrap their scraps 
in paper and put that in the organics bin.

• Offering a rebate of 50 per cent (up 
to $50) on a new compost bin, worm 
farm or other home composting system, 
purchased privately or through Council.

To claim a rebate, use the voucher in the 
‘Four easy ways to recycle your food scraps’ 
booklet available from Council. The voucher 
offer is limited to one per household.

To find out more about food waste recycling 
or recycling in general, visit  
westtorrens.sa.gov.au. There is a range of 
information available on the site, including 
a number of videos and games.

Recycling 
is part of 
everyday life

Local resident Jacqui and her family recycle as much as they can in their home, including their 
kitchen scraps which go into their organics bin or find their way into their worm farm.
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CityWatch is Council’s latest mobile and computer friendly tool for lodging requests to 
Council.

CityWatch replaces the former ‘Snap, Send, Solve’ tool and enables residents to submit 
requests around various issues such as trees, illegal dumping, noise, lost dogs or just a 
general enquiry. It also enables the requestor to track the progress of the request.

During the past month more than 50 requests have been lodged through CityWatch with 
issues ranging from parking problems to barking dogs and footpath concerns.

CityWatch has been designed to make it easier to submit a request either online or via 
a mobile device (no download app needed) and people can submit locations from an 
interactive map and attach photographs of the issue.

Visit www.westtorrens.sa.gov.au/citywatch to find out more.

Spotlight 
on cultural 
diversity
Council hosts a number of free multicultural 
events each year - usually every two to 
three months. These events are growing in 
popularity and showcase the music, dance, 
customs and food of different cultural 
groups. 

In late 2014, African and Turkish themed 
events attracted huge crowds and were both 
a toe-tapping success. Planning is underway 
for other events to be held in 2015 - so 
watch our website and eventbrite.com.au 
to make sure that you know about them. 
Most are held on Thursday evenings starting 
at 7pm with a light meal or snacks, followed 
by entertainment - finishing at around 9 to 
9.30pm. They provide the opportunity for 
residents and visitors of all ages to explore 
the diversity of cultures represented in our 
local community.

At the time of Talking Points publication, 
negotiations were still occurring about 
the 2015 program, however plans were 
well underway for a Vietnamese-themed 
evening with music and food as well as a 
Harmony Day get together in March and 
an activity for Refugee Week. These events 
will be advertised on our website and in 
the Hamra Centre Library so watch out 
for more information. Multicultural artists, 
both soloists and groups, are also invited 
to contact Hanna on 8416 6333, email 
hjasinska@wtcc.sa.gov.au to express their 
interest in being considered for inclusion in 
our 2015 schedule.

The City of West Torrens will honour 
the Centenary of ANZAC this year 
with a number of events, including a 
commemorative issue of Talking Points in 
which we will remember locals who gave 
their lives.

We will be honouring the contributions of 
local men and women by holding a unique 
exhibition in the West Torrens Auditorium 
which will coincide with ANZAC Day and 
History Month. The Auditorium will be 
transformed into a ‘Cheer Up Hut’ and, 
as such, Council is searching for items of 
World War One historical significance that 
could be displayed during the event.

The Cheer Up Hut was originally created in 
1914 by the Cheer Up Society, a uniquely 
South Australian organisation of Adelaide 
women who provided refreshments and 
recreation to soldiers being deployed during 

World War One.

People who can loan items for a short 
period of time are asked to contact 
Katharine Annear on 8416 6333, email 
kannear@wtcc.sa.gov.au. All items on 
display would be housed in lockable glass 
cabinets for visitors to view.

Council has also organised the ANZAC 
Centenary Prize, encouraging young people 
to the age of 25 to write an essay, poem 
or create an artwork that reflects the 
significance of the ANZAC tradition. The 
winner of each category will have his/her 
work published on Council’s website as well 
as a future issue of Talking Points. 

Council has also contributed to the RSL 
Virtual War Memorial, which is dedicated 
to the discovery and commemoration of 
the stories of men and women who served 
Australia. 

In honour of our ANZACs

CityWatch
The easy way to lodge your request

mobile friendly
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The Thebarton Community Centre served 
as the backdrop for the 2015 Australia 
Day Awards, recognising the contributions 
of local citizens within the West Torrens 
community. 

Roger Drake was honoured with the 
Australia Day Council Citizen of the Year 
for West Torrens, while Jeffrey Kong was 
awarded Council’s Anniversary Award, Dr 
Robert Cruise the Civic Award and David 
Giersch Council’s Community Service 
Award.

Dr Lynn Arnold AO, was the Australia Day 
Ambassador at the West Torrens’ event this 
year.

Australia Day Citizen of the Year 
Roger Drake

Founder and Managing Director of Drakes 
Supermarkets, Roger Drake, was awarded 
this year’s Australia Day Council Citizen of 
the Year for his business acumen as well 
as being an inspirational role model in the 
business field.

Mr Drake opened Drakes Supermarkets in 
1974 and since then has built a thriving 
enterprise of 38 supermarkets in South 
Australia and another 20 in Queensland. 
Nationally his company employs more than 
5,500 people, with Drakes Supermarkets 

being the largest independent grocery 
retailer in Australia. 

Mr Drake has been awarded the IGA 
International Retailer of the Year, the Ernst 
and Young Master Entrepreneur of the 
Year and has been inducted into the Family 
Business Australia (SA) Hall of Fame. In 
2010 he received Member of the Order of 
Australia (AM) for his work in business.

West Torrens Anniversary Award 
Jeffrey Kong

Hilton resident Jeffrey Kong received the 
City of West Torrens Anniversary Award for 
his dedication to educating students in the 
field of music.

Head of Music at Brighton Secondary 
School, Mr Kong has been instrumental in 
supporting young musicians in their chosen 
field and has led 10 international tours of 
student choirs and orchestras to various 
locations including the Vatican, Berlin, 
Prague and Venice. In 2015 he will take a 
choir to China and the US before retiring.

West Torrens Civic Award 
Dr Robert Cruise

Dr Robert (Bob) Cruise received the West 
Torrens Civic Award, which is bestowed 
upon someone who has given outstanding 
service to citizens living in West Torrens and/
or achieved distinction in their field.

Dr Cruise, of Plympton, was honoured with 
the Award as a result of his dedication to 
sport and volunteering, in particular in the 
field of athletics where he has coached 
many athletes and even attended two 
Olympics and four Commonwealth Games 
as a judge.

With a career as a racewalking judge, 
coach and athletics official, Dr Cruise is a 
life member of Athletics Australia as well 
as a Board Member of Athletics South 
Australia and Coordinator of Athletics 
South Australia Awards Committee. He has 
coached little athletes for more than 50 
years in Melbourne, Alice Springs, Darwin, 
Mildura and Adelaide.

West Torrens Community Service Award 
David Giersch (award accepted by his 
daughter).

David Giersch has been a volunteer for the 
City of West Torrens since 2007. 

He began by providing his time as a 
volunteer administration officer at the 
former Thebarton Neighbourhood House, 
and now works with Council in its aged 
care program, assisting frail aged people 
and those with disability who attend the 
weekly Community Meal at Plympton 
Community Centre.

Recognising our local citizens
Australia Day Awards

Awards on Australia Day were presented to, from left, David Giersch (accepted by his daughter Rebecca), Jeffrey Kong, Dr Robert Cruise and 
Roger Drake.
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The two National Heart Foundation Walking groups in West Torrens 
are still going from strength to strength. Twenty one walkers are 
currently registered between the groups and walk each Monday and 
Thursday at 8am along the linear trail between MacArthur Avenue 
and Marion Road. Faster walkers often loop around the Weigall 
Oval in order to finish at around the same time as those who prefer 
a gentler paced stroll. 

Both groups are now entering their eighth year and new members 
are always welcome. 

For more information, contact Amanda on 8416 6212. Membership 
is free and the groups occasionally organise walks to other 
destinations such as the beach or Botanic Gardens. Such get 
togethers are usually followed by a shared breakfast. A bus trip to 
the hills is also being planned for 2015. 

Avid walkers, from left, back: Amparo Avcarich, Veronica Lunn, Brenda Greenfield, Kaye Johnson, Mylene Tejado. Front; Pia Mazzaracca, Roslyn 
Royals, Connie Papageorgiou, Merlyn Farinola.

Walking groups pick up the pace

Owners reminded to keep dogs under control
Exercise is one way to keep dogs healthy 
and happy. With the warmer months 
and longer days now upon us, many dog 
owners take advantage of getting outdoors 
and taking their much loved pooch for a 
walk.

Owning a dog is a big responsibility. Not 
only does it have to be fed, cared for, 
exercised and loved, but there are a number 
of other things owners have to do to ensure 
that this member of their family doesn’t 
become a nuisance to others.

Barking dogs and dogs roaming the streets 
unaccompanied are just two of the main 
concerns Council receives from local 
residents on a regular basis.

But more recently another issue has come 
to the fore - dogs off leash in public streets, 
shopping precincts and when organised 
club sports are being played at reserves and/
or parks in the city.

Council has a number of by-laws it needs 
to enforce to dog owners. As a government 
organisation we are also responsible to 

Dogs must be kept under effective control 
by their owners.

enforce the Dog and Cat Management Act 
1995 for rules and regulations around pets.

Some dog owners may not be aware that it 
is an offence to have a dog off leash unless 
it is in a park or reserve where it is safe to 

do so and the owner has control over the 
dog by command. If the owner is not in 
close proximity to the dog and able to see 
their pet at all times, it is considered that 
the dog is wandering at large and penalties 
apply.

The only time dog owners are exempt 
from this law is when organised sport is 
being held at a reserve or park and then 
dogs must be held or tethered on a lead 
no longer than two metres. Sporting clubs 
and groups that use reserves or parks for 
games and training have entered into an 
agreement with Council and even though 
the land is a public space, keeping dogs 
tethered during these times helps protect 
your much loved pet as well as sporting 
participants.

To find out more about local dog laws and 
how to help keep your pet and you safe, 
visit Council’s website, westtorrens.sa.gov.
au, or contact the Service Centre on 8416 
6333. Pets are for life, not just for now, and 
well-trained dogs not only provide great 
companionship for their owners, but are 
welcome additions to community life.
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Feb - April 2015
Pull this section out and keep somewhere handy!

west torrens auditorium gallery
There’s always something on display in the west torrens auditorium gallery. Free entry!

Address: 1 Brooker Tce, Hilton (entry via the Hamra Centre Library)

From oils and watercolours to sculptures and recycled art, there’s 

always something on display in the west torrens auditorium gallery.
Exhibitions by local artists and not-for-profit organisations.

Address
1 Brooker Tce, Hilton (next to the Hamra Centre Library)

Opening times (not open public holidays)
Mon & Tue: 10am - 6pm

Wed: 8am - 6pm

Thurs: 10am - 8pm

Fri: 10am - 6pm

Sat: 10am - 4pm

Sun: 1pm - 4pm

Free entry!

What’s on
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 Regular events

Aqua Zumba
Tuesdays 7.15pm and Sundays 3.30pm
Thebarton Aquatic Centre,  
Meyer St, Torrensville.
Dance moves of Zumba, international music 
and water to fuel the fun! Suitable for 
all ages, shapes and sizes! Cost $12 ($10 
concession). Tel. Roisin 0437 466 223

Probus Club of Airport District  
Fulham Gardens
Fourth Thursday of every month, 10am
Henley Fulham Uniting Church,  
16 Madeline Crescent, Fulham Gardens 
Tel. 0408 536 602  
Email caj67@bigpond.com

St Richards Anglican Church Men’s Shed 
Every Tuesday, 9am
1 May Tce, Lockleys
Come together in a friendly atmosphere 
and work on projects which help both the 
church and the community. Ladies also 
welcome.
Tel. 8351 8280

Men’s Shed
Tuesdays and Fridays, 10am - 2pm
Bedford Ave, Brooklyn Park
All welcome. An initiative of the Church of 
Christ in partnership with SA Housing.
Tel. 8352 7820
Email bossiney2003@gmail.com

Seniors model slot car group
Meeting once a month on Thursdays for 
social races on various western districts 
tracks. Slot cars are a great hobby, 
particularly for retired people looking for a 
pastime.
Tel. John 0412 857 008
Email fpr10@bigpond.com 

Mainly music: a fun music program for 
pre-schoolers and their carers (during 
school terms)
• Fridays, 10am; Liberty Life Church, 121 

Morphett Rd, Camden Park
Tel. Lyndell 8295 1161 
• Thursdays, 9.30am; Adelaide West 

Uniting Church, 312 Sir Donald 
Bradman Dr, Brooklyn Park

Tel. Lorraine 8234 1199 or email 
kidsspace@awuc.org.au

West Torrens Chess Club
Every Wednesday, 8pm - 12am
Kandahar, 327 Marion Rd, North Plympton
Chess played in a friendly, relaxed 
atmosphere. All ages are welcome whether 
you are a beginner or a seasoned player.
Tel. Frank Kardos 8293 3023

Pomegranate Place Cafe and Op Shop
Wednesdays, 10am - 2pm and Saturdays, 
10am - 2pm
Corner of Carlton St and Carlisle St, 
Camden Park
Tel. Holdfast Baptist Church 8377 1956 or 
facebook.com/pomegranateplace

Lockleys Bowling Club
46 Rutland Ave, Lockleys
Tel. 8443 6798
• Social bowls; Fridays, 12.30pm. Register 

names on the day by 10am. Single and 
pairs entries accepted.

• Night Owls…loads of family fun! 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 7pm 
(February to March). 

Bistro meals available before games 6pm– 8pm.
• Playing bowls: practice and learn with 

a coach - first Thursday of the month, 
5pm - 6pm (September - March).

New members welcome.
• Thursday Meals - Thursdays, 6pm. Menu 

by Zootz changes each week; mains $15 
and sweets $4. Book at club by Tuesday 
evening.

Lockleys RSL monthly tea night
Second Friday of each Month, 6pm
362A Henley Beach Rd, Lockleys
Tel. 8443 7424 by the Wednesday prior for 
bookings.

Social tennis competition 
Every Tuesday, 7pm - 9pm
Peake Gardens Reserve, Bice St, Marleston
Mixed doubles social competition…with the 
emphasis on social!
Tel. Peter McMahon 0412 616 186  
Email peter@webnerds.com.au 

Airport Over 50’s Club
Coral Sea Rd, Fulham
Tel. 8353 5101
• Keep Fit class; Mondays and 

Wednesdays, 9.30am - 11am
• Bowls, pool and cards; Mondays and 

Wednesdays, 12.15pm - 3.30pm
• Line Dancing; Tuesday and Fridays, 

9.30am - 11am
• Mahjong; Thursdays, 1pm - 3pm
• Table Tennis; Fridays, 12.15pm - 3.30pm
• Monthly Barbecue; First Saturday of the 

month, 12pm

Night Owl Bowls
Wednesday and Thursday nights (until late 
March), 7pm
Underdale Airport Bowling Club 
189 Holbrooks Rd, Underdale
Tel. Andy O’Hara 041 6048 146 or email 
underdaleairportbc@bigpond.com
www.uajets.com 

National Servicemen’s  
Association of Australia
Every Friday (except public holidays),  
9am - 1.30pm
41 Surrey Rd, Keswick
Tel. Marlene Blackmore 8293 6344  
Email nsaasa@adam.com.au

St Richard’s Book Post
Tuesdays to Fridays, 10am - 3pm  
(also Saturdays on Trading Post days)
St Richard’s Anglican Church,  
1 May Tce, Lockleys
Tel. 0412 207 205 / 0417 813 362.
Email office@lockleysanglican.org.au

Volleyball for senior men and women
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5pm – 6pm 
William Light School Gymnasium, parking 
off Myer Ave, Plympton
Lots of fun and no previous experience 
necessary. No cost.
Tel. 8297 1150 or 8365 7111

Lions Club of Richmond  
second-hand shop
Every Wednesday, 9am - 12pm and the first 
and third Saturday of the month, 9am - 
12pm (excluding long weekends)
57 Penong Ave, Camden Park
Tel. 8295 4048  
Email richmondlions@optusnet.com.au

Westside Floral Design Club
Last Friday of each month, 7.30pm
St Richard’s Church, 1 May Tce, Lockleys
Come and try. Learn about flower design 
and floral arrangements.
Tel. 0401 052 080 or 8344 8769

Sparkling Diamonds Netball Club
Training Tuesdays and Thursday evenings.
Church of Christ, 3 Allen Ave, Brooklyn Park 
Sparkling Diamonds is more than a netball 
club and runs various leadership courses 
which can earn up to 20 Stage I SACE 
points. If you are aged from 5 years right to 
seniors, the club is always looking for new 
players and coaches. 
Tel. 0434864779 or 0408217067
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Combined Probus Club  
of Novar Gardens
Friday 27 February, 10am
34 Long St. Plympton
Morning tea followed by guest speaker 
Anthea Mur from Novita Children’s Services
Tel. 8297 7329 

St Richard’s Trading Post 
27 and 28 Feb 15, 9am – 2pm
St Richard’s Anglican Church, 1 May Tce,, 
Lockleys
Tel. 0417 813 362
Email office@lockleysanglican.org.au

March

2014 World Day of Prayer
Friday 6 March, 10am
Adelaide West Uniting Church
312 Sir Donald Bradman Drive, 
Brooklyn Park
An interdenominational church service 
written by people from the Bahamas.  
All welcome.
Tel. Pam Roberts 8443 8339

Soundwaves Community Cabaret
Thursday 19 March, 10.30am
Thebarton Community Centre
Corner of Ashwin Pde and South Rd
A free community cabaret event featuring 
an integrated line-up of disability and 
mainstream performances.
Tel. Tony Doyle 0417 798 857

Arthritis SA weekly $2 book sale
Saturdays, 8.30am - 12pm
Corner of South Rd and Richmond Rd, 
Marleston 
Over 15,000 books, bag a bargain!
www.RotaryAdelaideWest.org or  
www.ArthritisSA.org.au

West Torrens Historical Society
Fourth Monday of every month (meetings)
Third Tuesday of every month (workshops)
Kandahar House, 327 Marion Rd, Plympton 
Tel. 8356 9768 
Email grays.67@bigpond.com

Play Café - pre-school fun for little ones, 
coffee and cake for bigger ones! 
Wednesdays, 10am 
Liberty Life Church,  
121 Morphett Rd, Camden Park  
Tel. Julie 8295 1161
Email libertylife.com.au

Cummins House Open Days 
First and third Sunday of each month,  
2pm to 4pm
23 Sheoak Ave, Novar Gardens
Guided tours of the house and grounds are 
conducted by Cummins Society members 
and finish with a fresh Devonshire tea.
www.westtorrens.sa.gov.au/cummins

February
 February

 March

Church of Christ Playgroup
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 10am - 11.30am
Church of Christ, 3 Allen Ave, Brooklyn Park 
Tel. 0409 018 605

Rotary Club of West Torrens
Every Tuesday, 6.30pm
Duke of Brunswick Hotel,  
207 Gilbert St, Adelaide
Tel. 0418 532 563

Camden Community Centre
7 Carlisle St Camden Park 
Tel. 8376 0022  
or email admin@camden.org.au 
www.camden.org.au
• Camden Community Op Shop; Monday 

to Friday, 10am - 2pm. Bargains galore: 
quality clothing, household items, 
books, linen and more. Donations 
gratefully accepted.

• Camden Community Woodwork Shop; 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
9.30am - 3pm. Bread/cutting boards, 
bowls, candle holders and raised garden 
beds for sale.

Reedbeds Community Centre 
19 Fitch Rd, Fulham. Tel. 8235 1644 or 
email admin@reedbeds.com.au to book 
or register your interest in becoming a 
volunteer.
• Playgroups; Tuesdays (10am-12pm), 

Wednesdays and Thursday (9.30am-
11.30am) during school terms for 
children 0-5 years and their carers. 
Fun, friendly atmosphere with indoor 
and outdoor play areas and great craft 
facilities. Bring a friend and make some 
new ones.

• Over Fifties Fitness; Tuesdays, 11am 
- 12pm. Low impact and participants 
work at their own level. Cost $4.

• Revisit Fitness; Wednesday, 9.30am - 
10.30am. For those who have let their 
fitness slide. Cost $4.

• Mixed art group; Monday, 10am - 
12pm. Try something new or extend 
existing skills. Cost $5.

• Ipad peer training sessions; Monday, 
10.30am - 11.30am. Like-minded 
people helping each other to find 
solutions and expand their knowledge. 
Cost $5.

• Social Friendship Group; First Tuesday of 
the month, 10am to 11am - gold coin 
donation.

• Margaret’s Tappers; Wednesday, 5pm - 
9pm. Tel. 8356 4262

• Brainboosters. Contact the centre 
for times. Challenge your brain and 
memory. Gold coin donation.

• Yoga; Thursday, 7pm - 8pm. Create 
balance in your body. Cost $8.

• Broadband for Seniors internet kiosk; 
time by negotiation. Free, specially 
designed computer training for the over 
50’s (group sessions also available).

• Kitchen Kids cooking class; Tuesday, 
4pm - 5.30pm. A five week course each 
term for children aged 5 to 12.

Breaking Beauty - meet the authors
Thursday 12 February, 1pm - 3pm
Hamra Centre Library Sunroom
1 Brooker Tce, Hilton

National Service Day
Saturday 14 February, 10am
West Torrens Memorial Gardens
Brooker Tce, Hilton.
Tel. John Piep 0432 687 927

Soundwaves Community Cabaret
Thursday 19 February, 10.30am
Thebarton Community Centre
Corner of Ashwin Pde and South Rd
A free community cabaret event featuring 
an integrated line-up of disability and 
mainstream performances.
Tel. Tony Doyle 0417 798 857

Soundwaves Beats workshop
Thursday 26 February, 10.45am
Thebarton Community Centre
Corner of Ashwin Pde and South Rd
A free, one hour session of rhythm, music 
and fun in a disability friendly atmosphere.
Tel. Tony Doyle 0417 798 857

Lawn Bowls - Autumn Open Pairs
Saturdays 21 and 28 March, 1pm
Underdale Airport Bowling Club
189 Holbrooks Rd, Underdale
Tel. Ken Smith 0439 900 840 or email 
underdaleairportbc@bigpond.com 
www.uajets.com 

Netley Kindergarten  
Annual General Meeting
Monday 23 March 2015, 7.30pm
Netley Kindergarten, Comet Avenue, Netley
Tel. Robin Burgess 0409 280 418 or email 
netresassoc@adam.com.au

Soundwaves Beats workshop
Thursday 26 March, 10.45am
Thebarton Community Centre
Corner of Ashwin Pde and South Rd
A free, one hour session of rhythm, music 
and fun in a disability friendly atmosphere.
Tel. Tony Doyle 0417 798 857
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Not sure how to correctly 
dispose of an unwanted item 
or if there are options for 
reuse or recycling?

Our A-Z Guide to Waste and 
Recycling could help out.

The Guide is a comprehensive 
search engine on Council’s 
website, westtorrens.
sa.gov.au. It provides a wealth of useful 
information, and links to other helpful 
sites, about how to recycle or dispose of 
many items. The search engine can also 
be downloaded via the West Waste app 
(iPhone only). Where possible the search 
engine directs you to local recyclers.

Often there is more than one way to dispose 
of items. For example, shredded paper 
should not be placed loose in the recycling 
bin, but it can go loose in the organics bin. 
Loose shredded paper can only go in the 
recycling bin if it is contained inside another 
paper or cardboard item. 

Visit www.westtorrens.sa.gov.au/a-
zrecycling for more information.

Waste tours - Get Wasted!
What happens to waste, recyclables and 
organic materials once they are collected 
from your kerb? 

Find out on one of our FREE tours for 
residents of West Torrens. 

Proposed sites to be visited include 
Adelaide Waste and Recycling Centre, 
North Plympton; Jeffries Group and SITA-
ResourceCo Alternative Fuels, Wingfield; 
E-Cycle Recovery at Gepps Cross.

Tours will be held on Wednesday 25 March 
from 9.45am - 3.45pm and Wednesday 29 
April from 9.45am - 3.45pm.  

Bookings are essential to Margaret, phone 
8416 6333, email msteuart@wtcc.sa.gov.au.

pt

Combined Probus Club  
of Novar Gardens
Friday 27 March, 10am
34 Long St. Plympton
Morning tea followed by guest speaker 
Gweneth Rhodes ‘English Lessons on the 
High Seas’.
Tel. 8297 7329 

April

All Saints Uniting Church -  
Good Friday Service
Friday 3 April, 9am
364a Marion Rd, North Plympton
Tel. Pastor Rodney Fopp 8293 2522
Email plymuca@esc.net.au

All Saints Uniting Church - Easter 
Service
Sunday 5 April, 9.30am
364a Marion Rd, North Plympton
Tel. Pastor Rodney Fopp 8293 2522
Email plymuca@esc.net.au 

2015 Youth Expo
Thursday 9 April, 11am - 2pm
Adelaide Arena
44A Crittenden Road, Findon
Tel. Tom 8416 6241
Email impact@wtcc.sa.gov.au

Lawn Bowls - Autumn Open Pairs
Saturdays 11 and 18 April, 1pm
Underdale Airport Bowling Club
189 Holbrooks Rd, Underdale
Tel. Ken Smith 0439 900 840 or email 
underdaleairportbc@bigpond.com 
www.uajets.com

Soundwaves Community Cabaret
Thursday 16 April, 10.30am
Thebarton Community Centre
Corner of Ashwin Pde and South Rd
A free community cabaret event featuring 
an integrated line-up of disability and 
mainstream performances.
Tel. Tony Doyle 0417 798 857

St Richard’s Trading Post 
17 and 18 April, 9am – 2pm
St Richard’s Anglican Church,  
1 May Tce,, Lockleys
Tel. 0417 813 362
Email office@lockleysanglican.org.au

Soundwaves Beats workshop
Thursday 23 April, 10.45am
Thebarton Community Centre
Corner of Ashwin Pde and South Rd
A free, one hour session of rhythm, music 
and fun in a disability friendly atmosphere.
Tel. Tony Doyle 0417 798 857

Combined Probus Club  
of Novar Gardens
Friday 24 April, 10am
34 Long St. Plympton
Morning tea followed by guest speaker 
Simon Berry ‘The Unknown Soldier’.

 April

What’s on copy deadline
Events to be included in the next issue of Talking Points (May - July) must 
be submitted by no later than Friday 20 March 2015. Events must be from 
local groups and/or in the West Torrens area. Information can be emailed to 
Mel Rymill-Butcher, mrymill-butcher@wtcc.sa.gov.au.

Council’s City Works Department 
received accolades late last year at the 
Local Government Association Workers’ 
Compensation, Public liability and Asset 
Insurance Awards, winning Best Practice in 
Work Health and Safety for its ‘The Spike’ 
project. 

The Spike project focused on the removal of 
spikes used to hold traffic control signs in 
place. These signs are driven into place with 
an electric jack hammer and are made to 
remain secure in hard surfaces for extended 
periods of time. As such, problems can 
occur when the spikes have to be removed 
and this has led to some workers injuring 
themselves.

Due to the risks caused by the old manner 
of removing spikes using a crow bar and 
wooden block to lever the spike out of the 
ground, Council’s City Works Maintenance 
Team developed new equipment to remove 
the risk of injury. This new equipment 
consists of a solid bar being mounted and 

locked onto a metal support stand, with the 
other end connected to the top support of 
a 1.5 tonne hydraulic vehicle jack. A chain 
and hook are then attached to the spike 
and the hydraulic jack is used to safely 
remove the spike.

The unit was sent to A. Noble & Son for 
testing and was certified to exceed 10 
tonne. It has also been used on various 
surfaces under supervision to make sure 
that it is safe to use, easy to transport and 
does not introduce other risk factors.

A video about The 
Spike was produced 
for the Awards. This 
can be viewed on 
the City of West 
Torrens YouTube 
channel, or by 
scanning the QR 
code.

Making work a safer place

Guide to waste and recycling
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Message from the Mayor and the Chief 
Executive Officer

The City of West Torrens has changed 
markedly during the years and will continue 
to do so. 

West Torrens was one of the first three 
metropolitan councils to be formed in our 
state. Twelve days after its proclamation, 
this new council held its first meeting on 
19 July 1853 in the Adelaide city offices of 
John Hector.

During 2013 - 2014, our Council reached 
the milestone of 160 years existence. It is 
inextricably woven into the fabric of our 
culture in ways which influence how we will 
move forward into our next 160 years. 

We are now home to more than 58,000 
people. Many of our new residents are 
from overseas. Migrants from China, India, 
Bangladesh and the Philippines are bringing 
a new sense of diversity and vibrancy to 
our region, adding to the lasting impact of 
those from British, Greek, Italian and other 
backgrounds who preceded them.

Building the framework for how we as 
a community co-design the future West 
Torrens has been a core focus of our Council 
for the past year. Further consultation 
on our ‘Towards 2025 Community Plan’ 
was undertaken to help define how to 
meet community needs and aspirations 
which have evolved during the past five 
years. More than 1,300 conversations and 
comments helped further our plans to make 
our region a more enjoyable and accessible 
place in which to live, work and play.

Our focus on creating a diverse and 
sustainable community through the Housing 
Diversity DPA has continued.

Council began this process in February 2009 
when it submitted its Statement of Intent 
(SOI) to the Planning Minister. The core aim 
of the Housing Diversity DPA is to evolve the 
future form and character of parts of the 
city through identifying areas suitable for 
medium and high density housing. It also 
aims to support mixed-use development 
and introduce new character policy areas to 
better protect those parts of the city which 

have a desirable, established residential 
character. 

Proposed changes can best be summarised 
as:

1) Intensifying residential development in 
select locations.

2) Protecting specific areas of historic 
conservation and residential character 
significance. 

3) Providing areas for shopping, 
employment and services to support the 
needs of a growing population. 

New Urban Corridor Zones are proposed 
for Port Road, ANZAC Highway and Henley 
Beach Road, with Council dividing the 
Housing Diversity DPA into two parts to 
better align with the State Government’s 
Inner Metropolitan Growth Project. 

Part 1 (Port Road) was approved by the 
Minister and gazetted on 29 October 2013 
and the remainder of the Housing Diversity 
DPA (Part 2) has been submitted to the 
Minister and is awaiting approval.

Continued over

Year in 
review

The following is a brief summary of information contained in Council’s 2013 - 14 Annual Report. A full copy can be found on Council’s 
website, westtorrens.sa.gov.au, or by contacting the Service Centre on 8416 6333 to register your interest in obtaining a copy. Copies can 
also be viewed at the Civic Centre, 165 Sir Donald Bradman Drive, Hilton and the Hamra Centre Library, 1 Brooker Terrace, Hilton.
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Council’s ‘Lean Thinking’ program is our 
continuous improvement methodology that 
enables staff to drive improvements within 
the administration. All staff are encouraged 
to investigate and implement best practice 
processes and to develop operational 
changes that focus on the needs of our 
community and stakeholders.

In this current business environment of 
‘doing more with less’, Lean Thinking 
provides staff with the structure, tools and 
format to ensure that work is completed, is 
achieved without waste, is actually required, 
is completed in a timely manner and allows 
us, as an organisation, to ‘work smarter’.    

The local government sector, including 
our Council, will be impacted heavily in 
the years ahead as a result of bottom-line 
implications from the Federal 2014 Budget 
with cuts to funding affecting everything 
from infrastructure and maintenance, to 
libraries, playgrounds and preventative 
health initiatives. 

The Budget announced a three-year freeze 
of the Financial Assistance Grants (FAGs) 
- the Federal Government contribution to 
local government budgets for spending as it 
sees fit. This means the amount distributed 
to councils across Australia will be annually 
reduced in real terms, remaining at $2.28 
billion a year until 2017-18. 

For West Torrens it means in the first year 
we will miss out on an expected $21,323 
increase in FAGs for the provision of 
essential local services and infrastructure 
in local communities; $75,353 in 2015-16; 
$131,004 in 2016-17 and $141,243 in 
2017-18; a total of $368,923 lost in FAGs 
over the next four years. 

These are not significant dollars in the 
context of our overall budget. However, 
further cuts to other programs, for example 
the SA Local Roads Supplementary Funding 
Program, all contribute to a chipping away 
at our funding pool.

This decision by the Federal Government 
has been made in the knowledge that 
this particular program affects only South 
Australia, and that it now funds local South 
Australian council roads at a lower level 
than any other State. 

Collectively, these changes unveiled in 
the Federal Budget will have a significant 
impact on the lives of all who live and work 
in West Torrens who have developed a 
not unreasonable expectation of receiving 
quality services, roads and facilities from 
their local council.

In February 2013 the State Government 

Planning Minister announced the formation 
of a five member Expert Panel on Planning 
Reform to provide recommendations to the 
Government by December 2014 for a new 
planning system. 

There has been extensive consultation with 
the community and local government on 
these planning reforms during the past 
12 months leading up to the Expert Panel 
releasing in mid-2014 its report ‘Our Ideas 
for Reform’ containing 27 lead ideas to 
reform the SA planning system. 

These proposals include:

• Establishing a State Planning 
Commission (Reform 1). 

• Creating a network of Regional Planning 
Boards (Reform 2).

• Reshaping Planning Documents on a 
regional basis (Reform 7).

• Enacting a consistent state-wide menu 
of Planning Rules (Reform 8).

• Improving consultation on assessment 
matters (Reform 14).

• Making the appeals process more 
accessible (Reform 18). 

• Pursuing cultural change and improved 
practice across the system (Reform 27). 

The State Government is yet to determine 
its position on the Expert Panel’s report but 
if some of the lead reforms are adopted, 
the planning system for local government 
across the State will have a dramatic new 
look and feel. Whether this will be for the 
better remains to be seen.    

Plans towards delivering a dedicated dog 
park in Marleston are completed.

Featuring both irrigated and dry land areas, 
the park will offer recreational facilities, 
an open grassed lawn for all dogs and a 
segregated area for smaller breeds.

It will also include three points of entry 
for users of the dog park facilities, a dog 
wash-down area and a number of sheltered 
seating areas where owners can relax while 
their dogs tire themselves out. 

Plans to upgrade Brown Hill and Keswick 
Creeks are one step closer with the five 
affected councils agreeing to place priority 
on investigating a creek upgrade solution 
for the upper reaches of Brown Hill Creek.

A Stormwater Management Plan (SMP) for 
the Brown Hill Keswick Creeks catchment 
was approved by the Stormwater 
Management Authority and the catchment 
councils are working towards implementing 
this SMP. This Plan includes technical design, 
cost estimates, and social/environmental 
considerations. 

First opened in 2013, the Thebarton 
Community Centre has not only served the 
local community but has also welcomed 
diverse groups and activities to the region. 
Events during the past year have included 
the South Australian Miniature Enthusiasts 
national exhibition and an international 
scrap booking convention.

Reflecting the multicultural nature of our 
community, many vibrant cultural evenings 
including the Pakistani Association, 
Bangladeshi Association, Mexican Cultural 
Association, Iraqi Families Association, 
Greek Pensioners of Thebarton, Italian 
Pensioners of Thebarton and the Ethiopian 
Andnat Community of SA were also hosted 
at our Centre.

Celebrating the warmer months was 
marked with our well-known free Summer 
Festival; fun, food, music and movies 
under the stars on five Saturdays during 
late December to early February. Held early 
evening in the West Torrens Memorial 
Gardens, the events proved a great way 
for neighbours, friends and families to sit 
back and relax, while being entertained and 
enjoying the picnic atmosphere.

The OPAL (Obesity Prevention and Lifestyle 
Program) was also active and inclusive, 
this year working closely with the local 
schools, child care centres, kindergartens 
and the wider community to promote the 
benefits of a healthy breakfast for their 
2013 theme, ‘A Healthy Brekky is as Easy as 
Peel, Pour, Pop’.  One highlight of the year 
was a business breakfast at the Thebarton 
Community Centre where more than 70 
local business representatives attended to 
watch a healthy cooking demonstration 
by Adelaide celebrity chef Poh alongside 
dietitian Natalie von Bertouch, the retired 
Thunderbirds and Australian Netball 
Captain. 

The Local Government Association Local 
Excellence Expert Panel was established in 
mid-2012 and it has sought to generate 
debate about the challenges to be faced by 
the ‘Council of the Future’ and what it may 
look like. 

The Panel has interpreted ‘the future’ as 
being 20 - 30 years or more ahead and 
has set out to chart the likely emergence 
of the ‘Council of the Future’ from various 
perspectives by using a consultative 
approach, conducting research into local 
government reform in Australia and 
internationally, as well as holding meetings 
and seeking submissions. 

Continued next page
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The main drivers for change in local 
government can be best aggregated as 
including:

• Roles of other governments. 

• Organisational capacity of councils. 

• Financial capacity of councils.

• Demographic changes.

• Economic and social changes to name 
but a few. 

Our Council has provided its submission to 
the Panel and is supportive of some of the 
Panel’s recommendations. However, there 
are many that we do not support at this 
point in time including recommendations 
relating to regional councils, establishment 
of a Local Government Commission, 
auditing of councils by the Auditor-General; 
appointing persons to Council Committees 
as against being elected, and limiting the 
length of term for those elected to Council. 

The Panel has concluded that significant 
changes will be required in policy and 
practices to achieve a more robust, vibrant 
and viable local government for the future. 
The Panel’s report and recommendations 
will now be considered by the SA Local 
Government Association Board and we all 
look forward to what changes may unfold 
from this process.   

As is reflected in this report, our Council 
will be faced with a number of challenges 

in the very near future, in particular how we 
provide for our community with diminishing 
resources. 

In October/November this year we will 
have Local Government elections, which 
will most likely see us with some new 
community representatives for the next four 
years. This will, no doubt, provide a range 
of new ideas and new opportunities for us 
to consider as we move ahead.

Local councils play an important part in 
the everyday lives of residents and the 
community and our Elected Members, staff 
and volunteers are always striving to provide 
the best services that we can. Hard work, 
dedication and professionalism is at the 
forefront of the way we conduct ourselves 
and as we enter the next year, we will 
continue to do the best that we can.

Mayor, John Trainer

Chief Executive Officer, Terry Buss 

Elected Council operations
Meetings

During the past year Council met to 
consider information, reports and 
recommendations from the Administration; 
to set budgets and arrive at decisions 
on strategies and policies to benefit the 
community.

Council committees are appointed 
to consider reports and other 
information, such as the results of 
community consultation, and then make 
recommendations to Council. During 
2013 - 14, the City of West Torrens had the 
following committees:

• Urban Services Standing Committee

• Governance Standing Committee

• Corporate and Regulatory Services 
Standing Committee

• Strategy and Community Standing 
Committee

• Audit and Risk Committee

• Civic General Committee

• Policy, Planning and Performance 
Committee

• Community Hubs General Committee

• Chief Executive Officer’s Review Panel

• Development Assessment Panel (DAP)

• Building and Fire Safety Committee.

Continued over page

Providing safe and modern amenities such as playgrounds is just one of the many services Council provides to the community.
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Confidential items

From 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014, 10 out 
of 574 items (1.74 per cent) of Council and 
Committee business were dealt with and/or 
retained in confidence.

Of the 10 business items retained in 
confidence, the Chief Executive Officer 
revoked and released four, with six 
remaining in confidence during the 2013/14 
financial year.

Freedom of Information  
and Ombudsman 

During 2013 - 14 we processed 14 Freedom 
of Information (FOI) requests and provided 
our Annual Return to State Records. 

Council responded to 14 new enquiries 
from the SA Ombudsman.  No negative 
findings were made against Council.

Tendering and Procurement

In an effort to deliver cost effective services 
to our community, Council contracted 
certain services it either lacked the in-house 
resources to deliver, or when outsourcing 
achieved better efficiency and cost 
effectiveness.

Contracted services during the past year 
included:

• after hours call service

• after hours inspectoral service

• building maintenance and construction

• footpath, drainage and road 
construction

• offsite storage of records

• playground upgrades

• printing and delivery to households of 
printed material

• security services

• some maintenance services

• some traffic engineering services

• training and development

• various auditing services

• waste management.

Public consultation

Public consultation on a variety of issues 
was undertaken during the year. Subjects 
consulted on included the budget, 
representation review (ward boundaries), 
Our Place (Community Plan), Moss Ave 
Dog Park, Library Home Delivery Service, 
Lockleys Kindergarten site - revocation of 
land, Thebarton Neighbourhood House - 
revocation of land, Road upgrades to James 
Congdon Drive, Roebuck Street, Brooker 
Terrace and West Beach Road upgrade.

Management 

The Management Team comprised the 
Chief Executive Officer, a Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer, three General Managers 
and 10 Department Managers.

Strategic Management
Strategic management plans are required 
to ensure the long-term management of 
local areas. The City of West Torrens actively 
works to initiate, develop and deliver these 
plans to help us provide quality amenities 
and services to our community. 

Our overarching blueprint for the city’s 
future is articulated in the ‘Towards 2025 
Community Plan’ - a strategic management 
initiative that focuses our vision and is 
based on six key priorities - Community 
Life, Natural Environment, City Prosperity, 
Organisational Strength, Built Environment 
and Financial Sustainability.

City Strategy
City Strategy staff work across all divisions 
of Council and provide advice and support 
to help achieve outcomes defined within 
the Strategic Management Plans. 

Comprising three teams - Strategic and 
Corporate Planning, Environmental Planning 
and Community Planning and Engagement 
- City Strategy is responsible for providing 
services to other staff members and 
management in addition to our community.

Community Life

Throughout 2013 - 2014, Council 
continued its plan of developing a series of 
multi-use community facilities across the 
city.  City Strategy staff supported planning 
for the development of a new community 
facility at Camden Oval to replace existing 
clubrooms. When complete, the facility 
will provide opportunities for local sporting 
clubs and groups to use a medium sized 
hall, kitchen and bar in addition to change 
rooms for home and away teams as well as 
umpires. 

Our Place consultation

The ‘Our Place: Share your Story. Shape 
Your Future’ consultation and engagement 
program coordinated by City Strategy 
reached out to the West Torrens community 
from July 2013 until April 2014. Residents, 
community groups, institutions and 
agencies were asked what they liked about 
our city, what could be improved, what 
they’d like to see in the future and how 
together we could go about making this 
a more enjoyable and accessible place 
to live.  More than 1,300 comments and 
conversations were received or recorded. 
This will be used to help update the 

Towards 2025 Community Plan and other 
Council strategic plans.

Natural Environment

A number of community programs, events 
and activities to raise awareness of our 
environment were implemented this year. 
These included environmental tours, tree 
plantings, plant giveaways and awarding 
grant monies for environmental projects. 

We monitored our annual water use and 
while our consumption showed an increase 
by 39.2 per cent from the previous year due 
to unfavourable weather conditions, we are 
still on target to reach our long-term water 
reduction goals. We also installed new 
water efficient irrigation systems at local 
parks and reserves, and looked at ways to 
better use renewable energy.

Built Environment

The City of West Torrens’ Housing Diversity 
Development Plan Amendment (DPA) was 
developed to help broaden the range of 
housing options available in our city. It seeks 
to ensure housing stock best matches the 
needs of existing and future residents and 
provides for a range of housing styles, sizes 
and types. 

The draft DPA was made available for 
public and government agency review and 
comment during the first quarter of the 
year and as a result 340 submissions were 
received. Following some amendments to 
the draft, it was submitted to the Planning 
Minister and Council is awaiting his 
decision.

City Prosperity

Council continued its support for local 
business by providing funding to the 
Inner West Business Enterprise Centre 
(IWBEC). We were also a Silver Sponsor of 
the successful ‘Open For Business’ Expo 
organised by IWBEC at the Thebarton 
Community Centre on 12 November 2013. 

St Martins
St Martins, located in Marleston and owned 
and operated by the City of West Torrens, 
continues to play a pivotal role in the 
community life of our area. Providing older 
citizens with quality accommodation and 
services that meet their social and cultural 
needs, St Martins is home to 115 older 
people.

During the year the Department of Social 
Services (previously Department of Health 
and Ageing) granted licences for the two 
unfunded beds to be used for additional 
respite with priority for dementia care. 

Continued next page
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Volunteers continued to provide support 
and services to our residents and one began 
a program for those who wanted to try 
their hand at art. This has presented new 
horizons for residents.

The average age of residents was 86 years at 
the end of June. Our average occupancy rate 
remained high (97 per cent) and we anticipate 
a small operating surplus ($100,000) for the 
year after fully funding depreciation and 
staff leave provisions, subject to end of year 
processes and auditing.

Community Services
Community Development

Celebrating the warmer months was 
marked with our well-known free Summer 
Festival; five Saturday evenings during late 
December to early February of fun, food, 
music and movies under the stars. Held 
early evening in the West Torrens Memorial 
Gardens, the Festival proved a great way 
for neighbours, friends and families to sit 
back and relax, while being entertained and 
enjoying the picnic atmosphere.

Thebarton Community Centre, which was 
opened in early 2013, quickly gained the 
reputation as the venue for hire in the west, 
with 503 bookings taken in the first year of 
operation from 367 hirers. The Centre has 
now settled with 42 regular and repeat user 
groups and numerous once off private hires. 

West Torrens OPAL (Obesity Prevention 

and Lifestyle Program) was also active 
and inclusive this year working closely 
with the local schools, child care centres, 
kindergartens and the wider community to 
promote the benefits of a healthy breakfast 
for their 2013 theme, ‘A Healthy Brekky is 
as Easy as Peel, Pour, Pop’.  

Youth advisory group IMPACT was 
reinvigorated and worked closely with 
staff to plan holiday activities, the regional 
Youth Expo and to provide advice on the 
refurbishment of the youth space within the 
Hamra Centre Library. 

Refurbished early 2014, the West Torrens 
Auditorium Gallery attracted a wealth of 
local creative talent. Monthly exhibitions 
included a beautiful array of eclectic works 
ranging from the detailed and colourful 
landscapes of Australian Outback, to the 
magnificent photographic works of the 
Amateur Photographic Federation and 
the West Torrens Historical Society, which 
captured the local lifestyle and architecture 
of the 1950s through to modern time. 

Library Services

Our Library joined the Statewide ‘One 
Card’ system in October 2013 providing 
customers with access to millions of items 
across SA. Seeking to offer greater value 
to a broader range of our community, the 
Library also introduced a range of new 
collections including bilingual picture books, 
health kits, large print board games and 
puzzles. 

Demand for our Library’s school holiday 
program continued to grow with a range 
of new activities being added each term. 
Cooking, swimming, performers, art 
workshops, arcade games, sport come 
and try sessions, dance, geocaching and 
road safety attracted students of all ages 
throughout holiday times.

Demand continues to grow for the Library’s 
Early Literacy Program which offers six 
sessions each week. Our audience contains 
many new arrivals, particularly Chinese and 
Indian youngsters. 

Community Care

The Community Care Team provides 
support services to residents who are 
frail, aged or have a disability and their 
carers - primarily through the Home and 
Community Care (HACC) program - which 
allows them to remain in their homes and 
live independently. 

Services included, but were not limited to, 
assessment, coordination and information, 
domestic assistance, home maintenance 
and modification, meals and social supports.  

Council also complemented these services 
by providing community transport services, 
assistance with hard waste collection, gutter 
and window cleaning and funding for a 
second community meal.

During the year our HACC team provided 
residents with 6,578 hours of services.

Continued over page

The Hamra Centre Toy Library provides parents with the opportunity to borrow a variety of toys for their children.
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City Development
The number of development applications 
received in 2013 - 2014 increased by nine 
per cent on the previous financial year, with 
our average monthly applications increasing 
from 116 in 2012 – 2013, to 127 in 2013 
- 2014. In total, we received 136 more 
applications than we did in the previous 
financial year.

West Torrens has been home to a number 
of major developments which will help 
boost city employment, activity and services, 
including:

• Woolworths Shopping Centre – worth 
about $30 million in construction costs; 
being built on the former Brickworks 
Markets site - work began on this in the 
past financial year. 

• An 86-bed nursing home at Lockleys – 
worth about $12 million in construction 
costs; this was completed.

Development Assessment Panel

This past year saw 162 development 
applications (14.9 per cent) of all 
Development Plan Consent applications 
presented to the DAP for a decision. The 
City of West Torrens DAP consisted of 
three Elected Members and four members 
independent of Council.

Financial Services
A balanced budget was presented to 
Council for 2013 - 2014 which included 
$55.2 million in operating expenditure and 
a further $17.6 million allocated towards 
capital expenditure. This was achieved while 
maintaining the second lowest average 
residential rates in metropolitan Adelaide 
with an average 4.5 per cent increase.

Key projects budgeted included:

• $2 million towards the development of 
a second community facility.

• $1.7 million for the Brown Hill and 
Keswick Creeks flood mitigation project.

• $13.8 million for capital works 
throughout the city.

• $4.6 million for waste management.

• 7.1 per cent increase over 2012 -2013 
funds for contractor and material costs 
for City Works.

Information Services
Information Services supported Council 
and Administration in areas of information 
technology, records management and 
continuous improvement.

During 2013 - 2014 we achieved an 

average availability of services, including 
mail services, Council document production, 
IT infrastructure, business applications, web 
services, desktops, servers and telephony of 
99.97 per cent. 

Web services

During the past 12 months the demand 
for web services increased. We created 
additional services including the West Waste 
App, an Extranet App for Elected Members, 
an interactive ward boundary function, an 
Elected Member messaging facility and a 
more mobile friendly Internet.

Regulatory Services
Regulatory Services is responsible for 
providing quality services to help our 
community across areas including 
household waste disposal, animal 
management, immunisation and community 
health.

Waste Management

Reducing waste, reusing items and recycling 
those no longer of use was high on the 
agenda and the past year saw us continue 
to develop strategies and programs to help 
us achieve the State Government’s target 
of recycling. These included expanding our 
food waste program, implementing an 
illegal dumping strategy, an electrical waste 
program and providing rebates for residents 
wanting worm farms and compost bins.

The Waste Management team managed 
942 customer requests relating to illegal 
dumping, missed collections, bin repairs and 
more.

Due to the success of the illegal dumping 
strategy, our Council nominated for 
the 2014 Local Government Managers 
Association Excellence Awards, which 
saw us receive an award for Environment 
Excellence.

Environmental Health

The Environmental Health Team promotes 
and protects the health of the community 
through the provision and support of public 
health education and services. 

Immunisation clinics saw 6,569 vaccines 
administered in 2013 - 2014 and a ‘Healthy 
Hands program’ was presented to primary 
school children to encourage them to wash 
their hands regularly.

Our Environmental Health Officers worked 
with the community and businesses to 
ensure the required health practices 
were in place and they attended almost 
257 customer requests around food 
contamination, environmental issues, 
insanitary conditions and communicable 
diseases.

Compliance

Our Council’s Compliance team enforces 
several types of legislation including parking, 
animal management, overgrown vegetation, 
backyard burning, goods on footpaths, 
illegal dumping and building works.

During the past year officers investigated 
more than 2,489 customer requests, which 
were handled either through education or 
enforcement.

With regard to animal management, a 
microchipping day was held in August 2013 
for dog and cat owners.

Human Resources and  
Service Centre
Our Human Resources and Service Centre 
Department worked with the organisation 
to deliver value through the provision of 
proactive, empowering and achievement 
focused solutions and support.

Service Centre

During the year Service Centre officers 
answered 73,990 calls and resolved 83.2 
per cent of all calls without having to refer 
the caller to another department.

Human Resources

Negotiations began for a number of staff 
agreements and a review was undertaken 
on the classification structure for staff 
under the Local Government Enterprise 
Agreement.

A revised Work Health and Safety and 
Injury Management Plan 2014 - 2017 was 
implemented across the organisation, while 
a strong focus continued on closing out the 
non-conformances identified in previous 
audits. 

City Assets
The City Assets Department is responsible 
for managing the portfolios of Traffic and 
Parking Services, Asset Management, 
Technical Services, Facility Services and the 
delivery of capital projects. 

Major projects this year included:

• Commencement of the Brooker Terrace 
upgrade at a cost of $1.4m.

• Completion of the Mile End - 
Cowandilla Outfall Drain at a cost of 
$2.4m.

We also updated our Council Owned 
Property Review Report and developed a 
Fleet Management Policy.

Throughout 2013 - 2014 more than $9m 
was spent on related road and footpath 
capital works. 

Continued next page
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The past financial year saw several large 
projects either begin or reach completion. 
One of Council’s major project programs 
saw around $3.3 million spent on road 
reconstructions of Gray Street, Kurralta 
Park; Norma Street, Mile End; Manchester 
Street, Mile End South (including $300,000 
for upgrading the road bridge); Saratoga 
Drive, Camden Park and Brooker Terrace, 
Richmond. 

Other road works totalled $1.17m.

Traffic Services

Staff continued to implement 
recommendations from Council’s Transport 
and Bicycle Strategy to achieve its goals 
in providing an interconnected transport 
system.

A Local Area Traffic Management study 
continued at Underdale, Torrensville and 
Thebarton.

In continuing to improve public safety, at 
a cost of $64,000, installation of street 
lighting along the Mike Turtur Bikeway in 
Glengyle Terrace, Glandore began.

Road Safety Group

The Road Safety Group worked in 
conjunction with Council and external 
stakeholders to promote road safety and 
awareness and respond to road safety 
concerns of the local community and road 
users.

This year the group developed a road safety 

program around primary schools and spent 
funds on minor traffic management works.

Property Services

Property Services managed Council’s 120 
community buildings including sporting 
and recreational and commercial operated 
facilities.  

The team undertook a variety of projects 
including master planning for the Weigall 
Oval and Lockleys Oval precincts.

City Works
Employees and contractors working within 
City Works deliver a variety of civil and 
capital works jobs and provide services in 
the horticulture and arboriculture areas. 

During the year the team undertook a large 
number of projects including road and 
kerb works, lighting along the River Torrens 
Linear Park and Westside Bikeway, recycled 
water pipeline works, new playgrounds and 
minor maintenance.

Teams also continued to landscape our city’s 
parks, gardens and reserves and upgraded 
a number of reserves’ irrigation systems to 
be more efficient. As part of our greening 
program, more than 850 street trees and 
reserve trees were planted.

Organisational Support
The Organisational Support Department 
includes teams that provide functions for 
the whole of Council such as Governance, 

Business Improvement, Internal Audit, 
Procurement, Media and Events and Risk 
Management. 

During the year the Division undertook a 
variety of tasks including Council agenda 
and minute coordination, Freedom of 
Information requests, policy reviews, 
implementation of a new procurement 
process, promotion of services and projects 
to the community and internal and 
legislative audits.

Employees undertook fraud, corruption, 
misconduct and maladministration training 
to assist them in their roles as public officers 
and decision-making and good governance 
frameworks were developed in accordance 
with City of West Torrens’ guidelines to 
ensure the organisation was able to manage 
its many complex responsibilities in the best 
interests of the community. 

Our Program Leader for Continuous 
Improvement worked with numerous 
departments across the organisation to 
instigate business improvement practices 
and many of these will be continued in the 
new year.

Tree maintenance in our parks, reserves and along the Linear Park is one of the many jobs our Council undertakes.

Full copies of the annual report 
can be found on the website 
or at Council’s Civic Centre and 
Hamra Centre Library.



Advance notice
FREE hazardous household waste drop-off day

Saturday 11 April 2015, 9am – 3pm           

Adelaide Waste and Recycling Centre, 181 Morphett Road,  
North Plympton.

Information detailing items that will be accepted and alternative 
disposal methods for items frequently collected will be distributed 
to residents before the event. 
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Governments withdraw concessions
Pensioners face paying 25 per cent more in rates ...

More than 5,600 pensioners and self-
funded retirees living in West Torrens will be 
affected by a Federal and State Government 
decision to abolish pensioner concessions 
on council rates. 

As a result of this, our Council is urging 
local residents to contact State and Federal 
MPs and protest about the harshness and 
insensitivity of this decision. 

Within South Australia the State 
Government, with the assistance of 
Federal funding, has provided pensioners 
with a maximum concession of $190 per 
financial year ($100 for self-funded retirees) 
on council rates. Last year the Federal 
Government decided to cut its funding 
to the State Government for pensioner 
and other concessions, which resulted in 
$27.7 million of the $34 million concession 
amount being lost. While the State 
Government continued to fund concessions 
during the current financial year, it has 
announced that this will be abolished from 
1 July 2015.

Other states and territories likewise affected 
by the Federal Government funding cut 
have decided not to abolish pensioner 
concessions as the South Australian 
Government has done.

“This will affect thousands of people in 
our community,” Council Chief Executive 
Officer Terry Buss said.

“There will be more than $1 million lost in 
concessions in the next financial year alone, 
not to mention what will happen in the 
coming years. What this means is that those 
people who have received concessions in 
the past will get a shock when they receive 
their 2015/16 rate notices as they will have 

to pay around 25 per cent extra because 
of this decision to abolish pensioner 
concessions.

“We are incredibly disappointed with 
this decision by our State and Federal 
Government colleagues and urge anyone 
that will be affected, their families and 
those who think that this is an injustice to 
contact Members of Parliament and express 
their concerns.”

Mr Buss said our Council was opposed to 
the Federal funding cut and the effects 
this would have on our State Budget 
and that we were challenging the State 
Government’s decision to abolish all 
concessions on council rates.

“We really need the support of our local 
residents in our fight to try and reverse this 
decision,” Mr Buss said.

“Help us to retain concessions payments for 
the senior members of our community by 
contacting Members of Parliament.”

During the next few months our Council, 
along with other councils and the Local 
Government Association, will be pushing 
to have this decision reversed. We will be 
writing to the State Government to request 
that it reinstate the agreement as replacing 
a $1 million loss will affect all residents.

Contact details for Members of Parliament 
can be found below or on the Local 
Government website, 
www.lga.sa.gov.au/localmp.

Member for West Torrens  
Tom Koutsantonis MP 
229 Henley Beach Rd, Torrensville SA 5031. 
Phone 8234 0777 
Email westtorrens@parliament.sa.gov.au.

Member for Ashford  
Stephanie Key MP 
PO Box 1256 Marleston SA 5033.  
Phone 8371 5600 
Email ashford@parliament.sa.gov.au

Member for Morphett  
Duncan McFetridge MP 
4 Byron Street Glenelg SA 5045.  
Phone 8294 6711 
Email Morphett@parliament.sa.gov.au.

Member for Colton  
Paul Caica MP 
310 Seaview Road, Henley Beach SA 5022. 
Phone 8353 111 
Email colton@parliament.sa.gov.au

Federal Member for Hindmarsh  
Hon Matt Williams MP 
670 Anzac Highway, Glenelg East SA 5045. 
Phone 8376 9000 
Email matt.williams.mp@aph.gov.au.

Federal Member for Boothby  
Dr Andrew Southcott MP 
Level 1, 724 Marion Road, Marion SA 5043. 
Phone 8374 0511 
Email andrew.southcott.mp@aph.gov.au.

Minister for Local Government 
Geoff Brock 
GPO Box 2557, Adelaide SA 5000.  
Phone 8226 0316 
Email pirsa.ministerbrock@sa.gov.au.

Senator Simon Birmingham 
107 Sir Donald Bradman Drive, Hilton SA 5033. 
Phone 8354 1644 
Email senator.birmingham@aph.gov.au.

Senator Anne McEwan 
PO Box 55, Torrensville Plaza SA 5031. 
Phone 8352 7447 
Email senator.mcewen@aph.gov.au.


