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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS

STAFF PROFILE: MS PENNY GREEN

LINK UP
Our theme for 2016 is “Link Up” where we consider how we might 
grow and serve through linking with others – friends, family, people 
in the local community and those overseas. We do this because it is 
practical and effective and also because we are empowered by God 
who tells us we are “all one in Christ Jesus”. What the world needs 
now is people who can simultaneously stand by their beliefs, stand 
with others who share their values and stand up for people who are 
different.

THE GRACE WAY
During the past year we have sought to identify clearly what the values 
are that underpin life and work at Grace. For a while now we have been 
hearing people saying things like: “that’s The Grace Way”, or “that’s not 
The Grace Way”. We decided to adopt this phrase in communicating 
who we are internally and externally. And what is The Grace Way?  
It is a life characterised by Grit, Growth and Grace. 

• Grit is a combination of passion and perseverance
• Growth means having a growth, rather than a limited mindset 
• Grace means serving the best interests of the other

You’ll see this phrase on our buses (now expanded to 12 with new 
Rothwell runs from Narangba through North Lakes and Scarborough to 
Grace Lutheran Primary School and on to the College). It is the theme 
of our new Prospectus published this month (contact the College if you 
would like a copy) and our revamped website. Grace also now has 
an App (download from the App Store or Google Play) and several 
Facebook pages – Rothwell, Caboolture, Grace Academy, Grace 
Sport, Grace Alumni. 

CONGRATULATIONS STUDENTS
Well done to our Senior students of 2015. 99% of Grace students 
achieved a qualification (QCE, VET or School-Based Traineeship) 
and Grace students exceeded the State average achievement by 
approximately 17% in the OP1-15 range taken across the whole cohort 
of Year 12 students. Consistently over the years, 20% more Grace 

students make it to university than is the norm in our region. At the same 
time, our VET students are justifiably proud of their achievements at 
school, enhanced by the new Trades Skills Centre and increasing links 
with our industry partners. Just see them in their new uniforms!

NEW PRINCIPAL
I will be retiring at the end of 2016 after seven years at Grace and we 
look forward to welcoming our new Principal, Mr David Radke.

I would like to thank all members of the current and past Grace 
community for allowing me to serve and learn from you during the past 
seven years. I am confident that God loves Grace and will continue to 
sustain and bless you.

Ruth Butler  
Principal

The surname, ‘Green’, has been associated with 
Grace Lutheran College since the school’s very 
beginnings. Past and current students will most likely 
all recognise the name, know Ms Green’s siblings 
or even have been taught by her! Penny has lived 
and breathed The Grace Way for many years and 
we are very blessed to have her dedicated service 
with many more years to come. 

Please tell us about your involvement with Grace 
throughout the years?
My involvement with Grace has been long and happy. My brother and 
sister were students in the inaugural year of the College, with my brother 

Bram the very first school captain. My parents were heavily involved 
in the initial establishment of the school and the early fundraising 
associated with the start-up phase. I have attended more sod turnings, 
building openings and fund raising functions then I care to remember. I 
started teaching at Grace, Rothwell as a beginning teacher in 1987, 
through to 2003. In the time I was at Rothwell I had a range of positions 
in Curriculum, Pastoral Care and Vocational Education. My two subject 
areas are English and Social Science. Both my children and nieces and 
nephew have all attended Grace as students. I returned to Grace in 
2012, to teach at Caboolture, where I am the Co-ordinator for English 
and Social Science.  

What do you love about working with Grace?
I love the variety that my job at Grace brings, and to be honest, I really 
like working with teenagers – they are surprising, refreshing and often 
make me laugh. I feel privileged that I get to share with others a love 
of language and literature. And I am eternally grateful for working with 
fellow teachers who are both passionate and dedicated. I am indeed 
very blessed in this job.

In a few words, how would you sum up your high 
school days?
Lots of sport and friends with occasional school work.

Outside of school, what are your favourite pastimes? 
Reading and travelling. 



GRACE LUTHERAN COLLEGE COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT

Principal Appointment
To all members of the Grace community at Caboolture and Rothwell, 
we are pleased to announce the appointment of Mr David Radke as 
the next College Principal effective 01 January 2017. The choice of 
the Selection Panel came after a rigorous search with a number of high 
calibre candidates under consideration.

David Radke is currently Principal of Redeemer Lutheran College, 
Rochedale. He will bring 12 years of leadership experience as 
Principal of Lutheran schools. David has had a range of responsible 
positions across Lutheran schools including eight years at St Peters 
Lutheran College, Indooroopilly. David actually began his teaching at 
Grace Lutheran College as a History teacher in 1985. His academic 
qualifications include a Masters Degree in Education (Leadership) from 
the Australian Lutheran College, a Post-Graduate Diploma of Teaching 
and a Bachelor of Arts Degree in which he double-majored in History, 
Archaeology and Classics. David is a specialist secondary school 
educator with a diverse background in pastoral, curriculum and outdoor 
education leadership roles.

With a great passion and understanding of the needs of Lutheran 
Education and its ethos, the Selection Panel felt David is ideally placed 
to follow on from the exceptional leadership of Mrs Ruth Butler. In 
addition, he will build on the strong heritage of Grace established by 
the founding Headmaster, Mr Fred Stolz. In previous schools, David has 
implemented continual school improvement processes and is committed 
to creating opportunities for students to serve and grow through acts of 
service learning.

Outside his professional career, 
David enjoys woodworking, 
he restores motorcycles and 
vintage cars and engages both 
as spectator and participant in 
a number of sports. He was 
born and raised in Papua 
New Guinea, was a boarder 
at St Peters and communicates 
easily with diverse community 
members and is always keen for 
a chat. His deep Christian faith 
is lived daily. He is excited by 
the prospect of becoming part 
of the Grace community and 
will bring his strong leadership, 
collaborative partnering and 
communication skills to the 
College.

David is married to Naomi and they have two adult children. I ask you 
to include Mr Radke and his family in your prayers as David prepares to 
make the transition from Redeemer and I ask you to take the opportunity 
to welcome them when they arrive.

John C Gerlach 
Grace Lutheran College Council 
Chairman

CABOOLTURE TWILIGHT EXPO
Caboolture hosted its first Twilight Expo in May

As an event, the Twilight Expo showcased the Caboolture Campus. 
Members of the public were encouraged to attend to see firsthand 
how their child could thrive in our close knit community. Free travel on a 
Grace bus was also offered with pick ups from Bribie Island, Sandstone 
Point, Ningi, Beachmere and Caboolture.

With a packed schedule including performances, robot demonstrations, 
interactive fitness tests and even a sheep eye dissection, the evening 
was a huge success. Our Hospitality department and students provided 
an amazing array of food for the night too. 

The Grace Way was certainly demonstrated throughout the night 
through highly engaging activities, enthusiastic teachers and sparkling 
students. Visitors to the school commented on the beautiful feel and 
atmosphere they experienced. Well done to all involved!



YEAR 8 CAMP
Rothwell: Girls and Boys Camps

Outdoor education is a cornerstone of Lutheran education and is a 
long standing and important part of The Grace Way. With an eye on 
both developing our camp programme and the needs of our students, 
the Rothwell Campus decided to create two new camp experiences – 
one for our female students at Tunnel Ridge Ranch (Landsborough) and 
another for our young men at Camp Somerset. Both camps focused on 
the theme of Grit, Growth and Grace and were tailored to meet the 
needs of the individual gender groups. 

The girls’ programme focussed on the theme of Treasure the Truth,  
where the Pastoral Care team, teachers and students looked at what 
we see as vital for young women in today’s society and saw the need 
for young women to accept and love who they are and not try to be 
something else. 

Through devotions and activities like horse riding, canoeing, hiking, raft 
building, pamper sessions and self-reflections, the young women were 
able to experience topics of the day such as:
 • Self-worth
 • Choice and Accountability
 • Integrity; and
 • Faith.

The boys’ programme focussed on the theme of The Male Moral 
Compass – Navigating Life and Relationships with God. As it was for 
the girls, the boys also looked at what we see as vital for young men 
in today’s society.

Throughout the camp, the programme included two night outdoors 
camping and two nights in cabins. Activities challenged the young 
men (and teachers!) included Abseiling, Canoeing, Mountain Biking, 
Hiking, Survival skills, Raft building and a High Ropes course.

The evening program included a wide variety of presentations with 
topics such as Addictive Behaviours, Chivalry and Men of Integrity.

Both camps aimed to empower students with the permission to love 
who they are and to understand what we put in physically, emotionally, 
socially and spiritually is what we get out. It was agreed the new camp 
format was a great success. 

Caboolture:  Canberra

Year 8 students at Caboolture undertook an educational tour of 
our nation’s capital in Term 1, taking their classroom learning and 
understanding of the curriculum to a new level.

Ensuring that this trip to Canberra was more than just an excursion on 
the calendar, the tour programme was jam packed with activities that 
brought Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy to life!

Highlights included a tour of Parliament House, meeting prominent 
Australian politicians as well as visiting the National Gallery and Anzac 
Memorial. 

Students were also honoured to represent the College at the Last Post 
Ceremony and lay a wreath at the Australian War Memorial. 

Canberra is also home to Questacon, the National Science and 
Technology Centre and the National Dinosaur Museum. The students 
had a great time exploring these innovative and interesting places.



OLYMPICS 2016

REST IN PEACE

Taylor McKeown – Swimming for Australia

Congratulations to Grace Caboolture’s past student, Taylor McKeown 
(12-2012) who has been selected to represent Australia at the 2016 
Olympics in Rio. After swimming personal best times at the Olympic 
qualifying trials, Taylor will compete in the 100m breakstroke event, the 
200m breakstroke event and the 4 x 100m Medley Women’s Relay. 

As one of the traditions of students graduating from Caboolture, each 
student designs their own student tile. Taylor created her tile in 2012, 
showing her goal of competing at the Rio Olympics in 2016. We are 
so pleased to see with determination and perseverance that she has 
achieved her goal. 

Within her busy training schedule, Taylor (and her mum!) made time to 
be the guest of honour at a Mother’s Day High Tea, held at St Paul’s 
Lutheran Primary school, one of our partner primary schools and also 
Taylor’s primary school. As a Guest Speaker, Taylor gave some insight 
into the commitment required from both mum and daughter which has 
helped her achieve her selection to the Rio Olympic Games in 2016.

We wish Taylor the best of luck at the upcoming Olympics and know 
that she will hear our cheers all the way from Grace College!

The Grace community is deeply saddened by the loss of Year 12 student, 
Carly Staite, after a lengthy illness. Carly will forever be in our hearts. 
We send our love, prayers and thoughts to Carly’s family and friends. 
Her memorial service was held at the College and attended by hundreds.

Carly’s friends wrote this touching tribute for their inspirational classmate.

Dear Carly, 

We want to take this moment to remember your beautiful soul. In this time of  
sadness, we want to look back on the wonderful times we shared with you. You have, 
and will always be a grace gal, overjoying us with your presence since grade 7. 
Many of us got to know you well through Canberra, classes or Googa. No matter 
your circumstances, you were involved in every aspect of college life. 

You always put a 110% into all things you did, having the most enthusiasm and the 
biggest smile out of everyone. Even though you were struggling yourself, you always 
made time for others. You inspired so many people with your story. Your positive 
attitude was contagious. Our lives are better for having known you, so we thank you  
for everything you have taught us. 

You won’t be forgotten. We are sure that you will not only live in our hearts and minds 
but in that of the entire Grace community. 

Matthew 5:16  “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”

John 1:5 “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
Love from Lisa, Sydney, Sofie and Brittany. 



SHAVE FOR A CURE
Grace continued its tradition of holding very successful Shave for a Cure 
fundraising events at both campuses in March. Across both campuses, 
we raised just over $35,000 for the Leukaemia Foundation! 

At the Rothwell Campus, 50 students participated in the ‘shave’ part 
of Shave for a Cure and hundreds of students (and staff) also coloured 
their hair. Those who shaved included 8 girls and the total raised was 
just under $30,000. The day had a vibrant carnival atmosphere at 
lunchtime with heads being shaved and others being spray painted. 
Foodie stalls boosted the fundraising efforts by selling drinks, sausages, 
spiders, cakes and more. The top 3 fundraisers were Annie Berry 
($4,161), Sophie Mensforth ($2,441) and Kata Vosten ($2,297).

The Caboolture Campus buzzed with various fundraising events 
throughout the day and students also contributed to fundraising by 
participating in a Free Dress Day. These events raised more than 
$1,265. Individual students excelled in their fundraising efforts and on 
the day ten students and one teacher took part in the shave and as a 
group managed to raise $4,423.70. This made Grace – Caboolture 
reach a total of $5,692.10, a fantastic effort! Eight of the ten students 
managed to raise over $200 each. The top three fundraisers this year 
were Emily Bugg ($806), Lachlan Doe ($695) and Denique Brittingham 
($553). 

Well done to both campuses for such an amazing display of generosity.



GRACE ACADEMY
An exciting development at Grace has been the 
establishment of the Grace Academy. We sat down 
with Mrs Rachel Howley, Director of Grace Academy 
to find out more.

Why was Grace Academy established?

Last year we had the opportunity to re-vision how we offered a range of 
our co-curricular programmes at Grace College. After much research, 
it became evident that this was a fantastic opportunity to provide our 
community with a range of programmes that would enhance student 
learning and creativity, not just in traditional arts but in a range of 
collaborative areas. 

Our mission statement is: Grace Academy fosters excellence and 
creativity to equip students with essential 21st century thinking and 
problem solving skills, preparing them for a life of faith and service so 
that God will be glorified in the world.

Grace Academy values are: Excellence, Creativity, Innovation, Diversity 
and Service. 

What can you do at Grace Academy? 

Grace Academy offers the traditional Arts programmes including 
Dance, Drama, Music, Media and Visual Arts programmes such as 
music ensembles, dance troupes, drama productions, film crews and 
musicals. This year we are also offering new programmes in Robotics, 
Photography, Conducting, Special FX Make-up, Street Dance and 
Hand Built Pottery. We are also in partnership with the Grace College 
Academic Excellence programme to present the Bright Minds Festivals 
at both Caboolture and Rothwell campuses this year. One of the 
courses available at this Festival will be ‘Music + Maths + Innovation = 
Magic! Workshop’ presented by Ms Raquel Bastos, Grace Academy 
Excellences Programmes Co-ordinator and Mr Ryan Brady, Maths/
Science teacher.

Many more opportunities 
will be made available 
in the future including 
community ensembles, 
fashion design courses, 
song writing workshops 
and much more.   

Who can be involved?

Anyone! Grace Academy currently oversees a number of Instrumental 
Music, Dance and Drama programmes in our partner primary schools, 
Grace Primary, Living Faith Primary and St Paul’s Primary. We also 
facilitate the instrumental music tuition programme that runs in store at 
‘The School Locker’ North Lakes which is open to anyone in the local 
community so we are already working well beyond the walls of Grace 
College. A number of our short course programmes are also open to 
the general community including Robotics Camps, Bright Minds and an 
Introduction to Digital Photography Short Course.

Academy Ensembles Amongst the Best in the State

Grace Academy were very proud to compete in the Queensland 
Youth Music Awards during May this year. Annually, QYMA draws 
together some of the finest school ensembles in the state to compete in 
a highly supportive environment that celebrates fine music and youth 
musicians. We congratulate the students and staff involved in the 
following ensembles:

•   Combined Caboolture and Rothwell Campuses String Ensemble – 
Intermediate String Ensembles section – Silver Award

•   Combined Caboolture and Rothwell Campuses Chamber Strings – 
Advanced String Ensembles section - Gold Award

•   Caboolture Campus Concert Band – Intermediate Concert Band 
section – Silver Award

•   Rothwell Campus Concert Band – Intermediate Concert Band 
section – Silver Award and overall 3rd place

•   Rothwell Campus Wind Symphony – Advanced Concert Band 
section – Gold Award and overall 2nd place

•   Rothwell Boy Vocal Group ‘A Few Good Men’ – Secondary Choir 
(up to 30 voices) section – Gold Award and overall 2nd place

How can we find out more?

For more information or to keep up to date with what is happening 
at Grace Academy head to our website: graceacademy.com.au 
or like us on Facebook: facebook.com/thegraceacad 
or on Instagram: @thegraceacad



AROUND CAMPUSES...
Retirements

Jenny Engelking – Finance Department 
Co-ordinator

Commencing work at Grace in 1989, Jenny 
Engelking retired in January after 26 years of 
service. With smooth organisation and dedication, 
Jenny formed a cohesive team within the College 
Finance Department and was an effective and 
efficient team co-ordinator. Jenny’s tactful and 

gentle manner assisted Finance staff to work in the Grace Way. May 
God bless Jenny’s retirement.

John Lloyd – Building & Property 
Manager

After 16 years at the College, Property Manager, 
John Lloyd retired in March this year. John’s service 
to the College encompassed a huge variety of 
tasks including everything from overseeing building 
projects, to being a proactive member of the Bus 
and Building & Property Committees. We thank 

John for his dedication and may God richly bless him in the next stage 
of life’s journey.

Year 9 Manhood & Womanhood Programmes
Our Year 9 students have been participating in a new Pastoral Care 
programme. The manhood/womanhood programmes are about 
creating a safe space for boys and girls to talk separately about issues 
that seriously affect their journey to adulthood. With a focus including 
encouragement, getting active and creating positive, affirming 
relationships, these programmes aim to take students on the first small 
steps to becoming a man or woman.

Year 11 Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is a volunteer organisation on the Redcliffe Peninsula 
that provides a full cooked breakfast for people in need. It operates 
from the Redcliffe CWA Hall every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
morning. Young people from ‘Orange Sky’ Laundry are also there every 
Wednesday morning, providing a mobile laundry service for those who 
might need it.

Through our Head of Service Learning, Gordon Rackley, Grace provides 
one staff and two student volunteers every Wednesday morning before 
school on a roster basis. The students, who are mostly Year 11, quickly 
become part of the breakfast team, serving tea, coffee, juice, cereal 
and fruit. It gives the students an opportunity to engage in conversation 
with the people who come to Breakfast Club, sharing stories and often 
a joke or two. The team of regular volunteers are very appreciative of 
any help that we can give. Volunteer students commented that, “The 
experience has changed my perception of homelessness – there is no 
‘typical’ homeless person”; “It makes me appreciate how lucky I am 
– the support I have and the opportunities I have been given”; and 
“It seems some people come for the social contact as much as the 
breakfast.”

Consultation Day
Caboolture Consultation Day was 
held in March and Rothwell’s was 
held in May. Consultation Day 
is always a fantastic forum for 
College Council members, parents 
and staff to share valuable insights 
into school operations. This year, 
the participants were particularly 
impressed with the confidence and 
thoughtfulness of the students who 
presented.

Tertiary Study Achievements
Congratulations to the five Caboolture Year 12 students who are 
undertaking Tertiary Study this year. Enhanced Studies Programme 
at UQ - Jaquille Pringle – Psychology; Start QUT - Justine Hupkes – 
Engineering; Denique Brittingham – Engineering; Bethany Stewart – 
Creative Industries (Film and TV); Headstart at USC - Chelsea Oakes 
– Education.

Shine Bright!
Caboolture Year 8 student, Aiden Berry, 
captured this amazing time lapse shot of 
the International Space Station (ISS) passing 
overhead. This image was taken as part of 
the Dynamic Maths and Science curriculum 
where students used online sites to predict the 
time and direction of the ISS passing overhead 
before setting up a camera to take a 2 minute 
time lapse shot. 

Congratulations 
Well done to Madi Thompson who 
placed second in the 16 years girls 
100m Breaststroke at the Australian 
Age Championships.

Symphony Success
Grace Academy is proud to congratulate three violinists from Grace 
College Caboolture, who have successfully auditioned for competitive 
symphony orchestras in the community in an effort to expand their skills 
and talent beyond Grace.

(L to R) Samantha Dopking – Young Conservatorium Symphony 
Orchestra – Griffith University (second violin section), Hannah Deigan – 
Moreton Bay Symphony Orchestra (first violin section) and Louisa Klinge 
– Moreton Bay Symphony Orchestra (second violin section.



QUT Business Competition
Congratulations to the teams who represented Grace College 
Caboolture in the QUT Business Competition. The team produced a 
winning real life case study based on the new IKEA store at North 
Lakes. They had to evaluate the sustainability of opening the store in 
the local community and assess where IKEA currently sat on the Phase 
Model. The students had to devise a strategy to manage stakeholders 
and then present it to the other teams and a panel of judges.

The Little Mermaid 

Did you see Caboolture’s first independent musical, The Little Mermaid? 
As Mrs Butler said, “An enjoyable show for all ages with fine individual 
performances and wonderful community spirit.” Grace College musicals 
are always a very special event for the College and we are so blessed to 
have such a diverse range of talented students that are so willing to offer 
their gifts. Thank you students. You should be so proud.

Sporting Achievement 
Grace Caboolture entered an Open Mixed team and an Under 15 
Mixed team into the Sunshine Coast Secondary Schools Indoor Netball 
Competition. Despite a tough competition that included 44 highly 
competitive teams, both of our squads went undefeated and took home 
first place in their divisions.

Order of Australia for College Council Member 
Congratulations to Dr Roger Hunter, a long-
standing member of our College Council 
who was recently awarded an Order 
of Australia for services to education. In 
addition to his years on Grace College 
Council, Roger has had an esteemed career 
in tertiary education at Griffith University, as 
Council Chair of St Peters Lutheran College, 
Indooroopilly, a number of years as Director 
of Lutheran Schools Queensland, and 
roles on the Board of Independent Schools 
Queensland and Queensland College of 

Teachers. A big thank you to Roger for his continued service to Grace. 
His wisdom and experience are invaluable to our College.

Pawsome Assignment 
Year 12 Rothwell student, Lisa, brought 
five of the most adorable beagle puppies 
to school after completing a 10,000 
word assignment in Biology researching 
whether beagle puppies would eat more 
in a pack or on their own. Her findings 
were that they ate more in a pack. Giving 
her peers a chance to cuddle the research 
subjects was an added bonus!

Student State Representative
Lauren Butler (along with several past  
Grace students) who is in Year 12 at 
Rothwell Campus, represented the 
Sunshine Coast Schools region at the 
State Football Titles recently. Their team 
won the competition undefeated. Lauren 
took out Player of the Tournament and 
was chosen to represent Queensland. 

Well done Lauren!

Author Visit 
Visiting author, Jodie Lane, spoke to 
students about her new novel, “The 
Siege of Masada”. Jodie, who 
attended Grace Primary, is an avid 
amateur historian who loves travel 
and adventure. Her novel, the first 
in a series, is about time travel 
adventures visiting pivotal historical 
events and exploring an exciting 
new future for humanity.

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Paivi Adenyi (Year 12 and current College Captain) 
who won the Public Speaking Award at the District Finals of the Lions 
Youth of the Year at a glamorous function at Wynnum. Paivi delivered 
two impromptu speeches and one 5 minute prepared speech with her 
usual intelligence and class. Hundreds of young people from all over 
Metropolitan Brisbane and South-east Queensland had been involved 
to this stage. 

Design Technology
Congratulations to our Design Technology students who have completed 
nearly 10,000 workplace health and training sessions using the 
OnGuard System this year. The top 40 teams comprise only 5% of the 
users and Grace has come in 12th in Australia.

...AND IN THE COMMUNITY



PAST STUDENT PROFILE
Steven Stolz, PhD
Year 12, 1994, now Senior 
Lecturer at La Trobe University 
in Melbourne, Victoria. 

Can you please tell us about your 
pathway from Grace Lutheran 
College to where you are now?

It almost seems surreal to reflect back 
to when I was in Year 12 at Grace 
Lutheran College as it is now over twenty 
years ago. In saying this, I recall an inner tension between knowing 
that I wanted to attend university and at the same time not knowing 
what I wanted to study. In one sense, these types of inner tensions 
are quite normal when it comes to life events that involve transitions 
from dependence to independence. In another sense, I never really 
had a strong vocational conviction to pursue a particular profession 
or career at that stage of my life due to my ambivalence. Rather 
than be paralysed by indecision, I decided to enrol into the courses 
that I thought I would be interested in pursuing at university and then 
defer for a year as part of a Gap Year programme overseas in the 
hope that I would return knowing what I wanted to do. On returning 
to Australia, I was still uncertain and looking for something radically 
different, I deferred my place at university for another year to enlist in 
the Australian Army as part of the Ready Reserve scheme programme. 
Although I learnt much from my time in the Army, I cannot say I enjoyed 
it, or it was the types of things that I wanted to learn. Indeed, it made 
me resolute that I wanted to pursue secondary teaching, and so when 
the first opportunity arose, I left the Army and immediately enrolled 
into a Bachelor of Education (Secondary) course at the Queensland 
University of Technology majoring in Physical Education. I have fond 
memories of my time at university because I liken this period of my life 
as an inner awakening. After being awarded a Bachelor’s Degree 
in education (BEd), I subsequently taught continuously for 10 years 
(2 years in Cairns , 4 years in Melbourne, and 4 years in Brisbane) 
in the curriculum areas of: mathematics, science, health, physical 
education, sport, and religious education (or Christian studies). 
Whilst teaching full-time, I completed both a Graduate Diploma in 
Theology (GradDipTh) and a Master of Arts (MA) in philosophy. It 
was only when I completed my MA did I come to the realisation that 
I may have the aptitude to undertake further study and also transition 
from secondary school teaching to university lecturing. Buoyed by 
the confidence of completing my MA I commenced my Doctor of 
Philosophy (PhD) degree in the last year of my secondary school 
teaching career and at the same time actively searched for suitable 
academic positions. After a period of coming close on a number of 
occasions, I accepted an academic position at La Trobe University 
as a Lecturer in Health and Physical Education (Bendigo campus). 
During my time in Bendigo I completed my PhD in the discipline area 
of educational philosophy and theory in three years, and just after my 
PhD was conferred in 2013 I applied for, and then later accepted 
another academic position at La Trobe University as a Lecturer in 
Education at the Melbourne campus. Currently, I am still at La Trobe 
University, but in the academic position of Senior Lecturer.

What do you enjoy most about your profession?

There are many things about being an academic that is gratifying to 
me. As a student of history, it is important to recognise that I am now 
part of a dynamic tradition that dates back to the University of Paris in 
the thirteenth-century. So at times, I do feel privileged to be part of this 
tradition, even though the initial idea of a university has been slowly 
eroded and distorted over the years and is currently being confronted 
by powerful neoliberal forces and other corrupting influences.

That said, what drives me the most, and keeps me motivated 
during the long hours, the constant pressure and other associated 
demands, is the academic freedom to research and pursue novel 
ideas, the opportunity to be creative, discover new things, contribute 
to academic discourse and discipline areas in meaningful ways. 
Likewise, I also enjoy the intellectual stimulation that can be derived 
from residing within a tradition, or from dialectically engaging with 
alien traditions. As someone who has an insatiable curiosity to know 
what I do not know, being an academic is both challenging and 
fulfilling due to the intellectual life being a vocation.

What are three words that describe your time at Grace 
Lutheran College?

Growth, Care and Love (agape form).

If you could share one piece of advice with current Grace 
Lutheran College students, what would it be?

There is much that I would like to share with students from the Grace 
Lutheran College community, however, I am highly cognisant that I 
want to say something more than a condescending platitude that 
is ultimately meaningless. Due to my background in the humanities, 
particularly in philosophy, there is much to learn from what Aristotle 
has to say about the inculcation of the virtues (moral and intellectual). 
In this case, the latter is most apt for students, particularly the value of 
the intellectual virtues and the formation of character. The relationship 
between certain dispositions of good character (prudence) and the 
pursuit of the intellectual life (wisdom) is most telling as it is not open 
to everyone, but neither is it closed to everyone either due to a lack 
of ability, rather it is usually closed to agents (or students) because 
they are not prepared to recognise that the intellectual life demands 
dedication, a certain discipline to be able to sit still for prolonged 
periods of time without distractions, attentiveness to a task so as to 
come to understand what is being taught or learnt, and above all, 
a dedication and relentless commitment to know what is good and 
true. Although, I have shared with you only one part of a complex 
account, its roots are firmly grounded in a rich tradition of education 
that is timeless.



•  Congratulations to Dayne Jeffries and 
Courtney Payne (both 12-2006), who were married 
at Tangalooma, Moreton Island on 10 October 2015. 
The bridal party also included past Grace students  
(all 12-2006) - Bree Forbes, Kate McCorkindale, Elleri 
Owen-Turner, Aaron Duxfield, Jared Hall and Chris Bell. 

•  Kylee Buchan, a cleaner and staff member of Grace and committed 
volunteer for many years at Peninsula Animal Aid. Kylee will be 
sadly missed.

•  Grace Creche & Kindergarten will hold their  
50th Anniversary Open Day 27 August. 

ALUMNI UPDATES

 WEDDINGS 

•  Mitch Cooper (12-2012) broke a 46 year old discus record at the University of 
Kansas in the USA. Mitch is now only 2.5m from an Olympic qualifier.

•  Sophie Streets (12-2015) has been awarded The Nucletron/Australian Institute 
of Radiography Prize. The prize is awarded to the first-year student who achieved the 
best academic record in the Bachelor of Radiation Therapy. 

•  Jason Van Koersveld (12-2010) graduated Bachelor of Engineering from UQ 
in December 2015

•   Ryan Van Koersveld (12-2012) graduated Bachelor of Science from UQ in 
December 2015

•  Bryce Turner (12-2008) - Diploma in Hospitality Management. Working as 
Beverage Manager at Norths Leagues and Services Club. Recently engaged to Zoe 
Gardiner.

•  Kate Turner (12-2009)- Bachelor of Education. Teaching Year 1 at Aspley State 
School 

•  Luke Turner (12-2011) - Bachelor of Exercise and Health Science. Working at 
Bracken Ridge Indoor Sports Centre.

•  Tahlia Perry (12-2015) - Congratulations to Tahlia Perry who has recently been 
awarded the prestigious TJ Ryan (Queensland Government) Scholarship Award. 
The TJ Ryan Memorial Medal represents a long-standing tradition of recognising 
educational achievement in Queensland. The award is a memorial to Thomas 
Joseph Ryan, former teacher, barrister and Queensland Premier (1915 - 1919). It 
is provided to Queensland students who demonstrate a strong commitment to high 
academic achievement and outstanding leadership in both their school and the 
local community. This award adds to Tahlia’s Athletics Australia Leadership Award. 
As Tahlia wrote as part of her response to the awards criteria, “Once you choose 
hope, anything is possible” is a message to live by and it is my dream to deliver this 
message throughout my life – now, and in the future. Tahlia is also working at Grace 
as a sports coach.

Mitch Cooper 

Ryan, Janice & Jason Van Koersveld

Tahlia Perry 

REST IN PEACE REUNIONS
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GOOGA

GRACE APP
Have you downloaded the Grace App yet? 

It’s the easiest way to access staff contacts, view College maps, keep 
up to date on events, report a student absence and more! Available 
on Apple and Android devices.

Keep up to date with Grace – like us on Facebook!
Rothwell – search: Grace Lutheran College  
Caboolture – search: Grace Lutheran College Caboolture 
Additional Facebook pages for: 
Grace Academy / Grace Alumni / Grace Sport / Grace Swimming 

OPEN DAY ROTHWELL CAMPUS 
SUNDAY 16 OCTOBER 1-4pm ALL WELCOME


