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What is a Cardiac Gated Blood Pool Scan?   
This test involves attaching a small amount of a radioactive tracer to your red blood cells. The test is used to 
determine how well your heart pumps blood around the body. 

What preparation is required?   
There is no preparation required for this test. You do not need to stop any medication and there is no need to 
fast. 

What is involved?   
An IV cannula will be placed in a vein in your arm; this will be used to deliver an injection that prepares the 
cells in your blood. A small volume of blood will then be taken from the cannula. The radioactive tracer will be 
attached to the cells in the blood. You will be given your own blood back via the cannula. This process will take 
approximately 45 minutes. Images are then taken of the radiotracer as it passes through your heart, these will 
take approximately 20 minutes. 

Are there any side effects?   
Your own blood is used for this procedure. It is handled in a sterile environment. You will not feel any side 
effects from the tracer, which contains a small amount of radioactivity. 

How long will this take?   
The test will take approximately 1 1/2 hours. 

Please Note 

If you are or you think you may be pregnant or are breastfeeding please tell the Nuclear Medicine Staff when 
you make your booking for the test. It is important to bring previous x-rays, Nuclear Medicine tests (only if 
your previous scans were not done at Cabrini) and the request slip from your doctor with you.  
 
Please notify the Nuclear Medicine staff if you plan to be in close contact with small children or pregnant 
women within 24 hours of the test. 
 
For an appointment or if you have any questions about the test please call 9508 1429. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 


