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Akaroa is produced for the New England Girls’ School community 
– students, parents, staff and Old Girls. Your input is imperative 
to its success and all contributions for inclusion are welcome. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to make this edition 
of Akaroa such a success. Special thank you to the Old Girls’ 
Unions – Armidale, Sydney and Brisbane and many other Old 
Girls for their stories, photos and support in coordinating the Old 
Girls’ pages – thank you!

Cover photo: A few tears from our St John’s student as they 
farewelled their favourite Year 12 students.
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2016 Dates
TERM 1

25 January Staff Day

26 January Australia Day Public Holiday

27 January Staff Morning

Orientation Afternoon, Years 7-11 
new students only

(Boarding Houses open from 2.00pm)

Boarders return by 8.00pm

28 January First day of school – All students

25-28 March Easter Public Holiday

7 April Last day of Term 1

8-25 April School Holidays

TERM 2

25 April ANZAC Day Public Holiday

Boarders return by 8.00pm

26 April First day of Term 2

13 June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

23 June Last day of Term 2

24 June-15 July  School Holidays

TERM 3

18 July Staff Day 

Boarders return by 8.00pm

19 July First day of Term 3

22 September Year 12 Valedictory Day

Last day of Term 3

Last day for Year 12

 23 Sept-7 Oct School Holidays

TERM 4

10 October Staff Day

Boarders return by 8.00pm 

11 October First day of Term 4

7 December Speech Day

Last day for Years 7-11
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Welcome to the last issue of Akaroa for 
2015. In this issue, I would like to talk 
about what makes an effective school. 
Schools have a significant positive impact 
on their students’ achievement when they 
work hand in hand with parents regardless 
of social and economic circumstances.

There are a number of key factors that I 
believe are characteristic to ensure NEGS 
is an effective school. These include:

Be a Safe and Organised Place
An effective school must first be a place 
where students can feel safe, physically 
and emotionally. It must be a supportive 
community where students – and teachers 
– of all backgrounds can focus on learning. 
To create a climate of safety, halls and 
classrooms must be free of behaviour 
like bullying and harassment and the 
school must promote the wellbeing of all 
people, staff and students, and to promote 
“positive behaviour interventions.” 

Set High Expectations 
for Students
Effective schools expect students to 
succeed. Because of that, students at 
these schools learn more. When teachers 
give praise when it is due, remedial 
instruction and opportunities for varied 
classroom experiences, students in 
turn find lessons more interesting and 
approachable. Teachers genuinely believe 
that every student has the potential 
to be a successful student. Effective 
teachers make a conscious effort to give 
equal opportunity for all students to 
respond during class, provide thoughtful 
feedback to every student and are willing 
to re-teach concepts that students have 
not mastered.

State a Clear Mission
“Vision animates, inspires, transforms 
purpose into action,” says Warren Bennis, 
a pioneer in the field of leadership studies. 
A vision that is clearly articulated so 
staff, parents and students can unite the 
school in striving for higher achievement. 
When the curriculum is designed with 
the mission in mind, it becomes easier 
to identify gaps in students’ education 
and address the deficiencies. The school 
begins operating as one effective organism 
instead of a loose network of individuals 
with their own agendas. The mission 
becomes an ideal that guides everyone’s 
efforts on a daily basis.

Monitor Students’ Progress
We believe that we should assess 
students’ learning more holistically 
and less formally than just standardised 
exams – giving attention to group work 
and presentations. Students should also 
be encouraged to monitor themselves 
by keeping progress charts and revisiting 
graded assignments.

Provide the Opportunity to Learn
Students tend to learn the things they 
spend the most time on. Teachers at 
effective schools are aware of limited 
instruction time and create a syllabus 
with that in mind. Keeping the mission 
at the forefront, teachers create a syllabus 
that allows for not just all material to be 
covered, but also for it to be mastered, 
within the time constraints of the class. 
Flexibility will be available to allow  
re-teaching when the students are having 
trouble with certain key concepts.

Build a True Partnership Between 
Home and School
The most effective schools have an 
authentic partnership with parents. 
Teachers and parents work together 
to help students get the most out of 
their education by supporting them in 
a productive way. This strategy is most 
effective when teachers and parents 
have an open line of communication 
and can share views on the student’s 
progress. Effective schools go beyond 
purely academic matters when it comes 
to bridging home and school, addressing 
problems that are not uniquely school-
based. In an ideal situation, the 
community as a whole works as a 
team to tackle these issues and create 
a better environment for learning, and 
a better society.

The following pages reflect a number 
of these characteristics and show the 
diversity and breadth of experience on 
offer at NEGS so that all students have 
the opportunities to prosper and flourish 
as we prepare them for life.

– Clive Logan  | Principal

Principal’s 
Welcome



Colour Fun Run
A number of NEGS boarders and day girls got very colourful 
at the recent Show Your Colours for the Chopper fun run in 
Armidale. Nearly 1000 people joined in the the colour run at 
UNE and raised funds which went directly to the Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter Service. Big thanks to the girls and mums who helped 
operate the purple colour station – hope all those colours came 
out in the wash.
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Nationals Bound
Fantastic news for Grace Cassidy who competed in the All 
Schools Athletics Carnival held in Sydney in October. Grace 
achieved Bronze in the 800 metres and placed 9th in the 400 
metre event. She has now qualified for Club Nationals next year 
in Perth. Awesome effort Grace.

NEGS 
News

Musical Delight
Our students are delighted with the new musical 
instruments and are using them in our band program 
already. Thank you to the Old Girls’ Union for their 
generous support. Music making is a very important 
part of life at NEGS and we are proud that every 
student in Stage 3 and Stage 4 is able to take tuition on 
an instrument.

Making Maths Fun
Maths and Problem Solving Workshops were a hit with 
all students this year. NEGS students from Years 7 to 
10 had the opportunity of participating in a Problems, 
Patterns, Picture, Puzzles Workshop and St John’s 
students (Years 3 to 6) participated in the Out Of the 
Box Workshop. Both workshops were run by Inquisitive 
Minds, a Sydney based educational business, which 
focuses on creating positive mathematical experiences 
for students in Primary and Secondary Schools. Their 
innovative workshops have been designed to improve 
students’ attitude and performance in Maths. It was 
amazing to watch our girls and boys thoroughly 
engrossed in problem solving, working together to 
come up with strategies to solve brain-teasers. Many 
thanks to Mrs Donella Tutt, our Scholars’ Coordinator, 
who initiated and organised successfully this special day 
from the beginning to the end.



In With The New
Our new prefects for 2016 are Hannah 
Tomlinson Gils (Boarding Prefect), 
Sophie Uren (Boarding Prefect), Sarah 
Hamparsum (Senior Prefect), Madeline 
Lane (Sports Prefect), Sophie Watson 
(Music Prefect), Madeline Murphy 
(Equestrian Prefect), Rachel Jones (Round 
Square Prefect), Emily Farrar (Day Girl 
Prefect) and April Larsen (Head Prefect). 
Congratulations girls!
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Bravissima Bella
In the lead up to the HSC, our Stage Six musicians presented a 
public concert of their work. The standard was excellent and it 
was wonderful for the audience to see the items before their 
presentation at the exams. Following the HSC, Year 12 singer 
Isabella Watson was nominated to perform at the Bravissimo! 
concert, a showcase of outstanding HSC work across the northern 
New South Wales region. This a great achievement for Isabella 
and wonderful to see her hard work recognised. “We’ve done so 
much this year in terms of HSC preparation and it’s really paid 
off,” she said. “I’m really looking forward to being able to perform 
my program to a new audience now that exams are finished.”

GRASS Achievers
Seven students from Years 7-10 participated in the GRASS 
Science Investigation Awards at UNE. The girls worked diligently 
to produce some outstanding projects and presented themselves 
with distinction on the day. There were over 300 students from 
18 schools, all vying for the top awards. Whilst projects were 
being judged, the girls participated in activities. Our Year 10 
students made a Deep Heat cream in the chemistry lab and our 
junior students made their own fossils. The Year 10 students 
also participated in a campus tour. A special commendation 
to the following students who won awards on the day: Megan 
Galbraith and Zara Blackmore (Year 8): Best themed display with 
their project ‘Boom Boom Pow’, which investigated the effect of 
music genres on blood pressure. Josie Orr and Charlotte (Year 7): 
1st place in the Junior Agricultural category with their project 
‘Are eggs all they’re cracked up to be?’, which investigated the 
strength of eggs from different chicken breeds. The girls were 
awarded a total of $200 and won $150 for the NEGS Science 
department.

Megan Galbraith and Zara Blackmore.

Director of Music, Kirrili Williams and Isabella Watson.



Coastal Capers
Year 10 Geography headed to the coast 
and Coffs Harbour last term to study 
coastal management. 

Chelsea Devenish, Zara Blackmore, Isabelle Perrottet.
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Community 
Connection
Great to see the NEGS community 
coming together to vote for the Philmac 
Project grant we applied for in Term 
3. NEGS applied for a grant for the 
installation of a sustainable watering 
system for the school’s new farm that 
consists of a poultry facility, piggery, fruit 
orchard and large-scale, organic, vegetable 
enterprise. The produce grown and reared 
by students will be utilised in the school 
kitchen with excess produce sold to 
the community. There are currently no 
sustainable watering facilities on-site. 

Goodbye  
Year 12
A lot of tears and laughter from our 
beautiful Year 12 girls on their last day 
at school. It was a joy to watch the St 
John’s students present the girls with their 
special paper roses. Best of luck to you all 
in the years ahead.



Bronte Hiscox and friend.
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Thailand Adventure
This year’s Christian service trip to Thailand was attended 
by Emily Sole, Bronte Hiscox and Katrina Tomlinson Gils, 
accompanied by Mrs Angela Sole. The students worked tirelessly 
at Agape (Nikki’s Place), an orphanage for children living with 
Aids, and McKean’s Leprosy Village. They showed great strength 
of character and resilience in the face of heat, humidity, hard 
work and making meaningful relationships. They were a credit 
to NEGS in all ways.

“Agape was created by Avis. She started as a missionary at age 
19, working on the Burmese border, attending children left to die, 
covered with filth and discarded on the floor in a room. When she 
told us about the children, left to die, there was tears in my eyes. 
Avis was one of the most passionate, caring and loving people I 
had ever met. She was absolutely inspiring. Her love for God was 
overwhelming. Heather, who started the McKean Leprosy Clinic 
with her husband, also in Christian ministry, had a love for God so 
powerful that you could see it in her eyes how inspired she was. 
They have both worked so hard to provide for those less fortunate, 
people who no one else wants.”  Written by Emily Sole.

In the September holidays, six NEGS girls (Zara Blackmore, 
Stephanie Clarkson, Sophie Mitchell, Isabelle Perrottet, Heidi Powell 
and Hannah Weston) along with six girls from PLC and 12 boys 
from TAS – all from Year 8, travelled to Suva in Fiji. The students 
were accompanied by Mrs Helen Smith from NEGS and five staff 
members from TAS and PLC. The students were continuing the 
tradition of the Christian Service Trip which has been undertaken 
for the last 16 years. The destination was St Christopher’s Home 
which is run by an Anglican order of sisters.

During the two terms prior to the trip, regular meetings were 
held to get to know fellow group members, discuss fundraising 
ideas and prepare lessons to teach in a school near to the Home. 
Miss Laura Cambridge was pivotal to this preparation process.

Each student was expected to raise $200 towards the overall 
donation to the Home. The NEGS girls raised in excess of $1600. 

They were all very grateful for the support and assistance given 
to them by families, friends, fellow students and staff members 
of NEGS.

While in Fiji all students helped in many areas at the Home – 
cleaning, painting, gardening, tiling, evacuation plan drawing and 
cupboard construction. All materials used, including the purchase 
and transportation from Australia of the cupboards, were covered 
by the fundraising.

Each Armidale student was matched with a “buddy” from the 
Home. The children there range from 5 to 19. On each day of the 
Service Trip, an hour was spent with the buddies playing games or 
just talking. Prayers and singing were held each night, Chapel was 
attended on two mornings and church on each of the Sundays.

Fab 
Fiji Heidi Powell and her “buddy”.
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St John’s 
Junior 
School

In Science Week we celebrated by inviting a special 
visitor to the school. Ben Britton from Wild Animal 
Encounters brought an exciting array of animals to 
NEGS. We were introduced to exotic lizards and snakes 
from other continents, as well as our own special frill-
necked and blue tongue lizards.

Thanks to the P and F, St John’s were able to purchase 
Primary Connections Science units for each classroom. 
This has ensured that staff are well resourced to present 
Science units that are practical and engaging for 
our students.

This year we have also introduced Code Club as 
an enrichment activity for interested students. 
The Nerdsville Introduction to Coding program teaches 
the basic principles of computer programming (coding).

This year, several of our staff have trained with the 
Harvard Graduate School of education to develop their 
skills in Visible Thinking routines. The Making Thinking 
Visible: Building Understanding Through Critical and 
Creative Thinking course will enable our students to 
ponder and explore their learning and ideas. Thinking 
routines create a vibrant culture of self-expression 
and understanding in classrooms. This Professional 
Development will be invaluable in developing the 
quality of learning programs expected at St John’s. 

As you can see, St John’s has certainly made an 
effort to highlight STEAM in 2015!

– Shannon Rosewood  | Head of St. John’s

THRASS Day
Kindergarten and Year 1 and 2 had a fabulous day consolidating 
their knowledge of THRASS. Students were asked to dress up as 
a character on the THRASS chart. Mrs Packer and Ms Rosewood 
both came as a queen and Mrs Oehlers came as rain. Throughout 
the morning students rotated around a range of activities based 
on THRASS.

In the Bag
St John’s had a lot of fun working on our Paperbag Challenge. 
It was a fantastic success. The excitement and creativity was a 
sight to behold. All students (and staff!) are to be congratulated 
on their efforts.

Mathematics Competition
Transition and Year 3/4 entered the Mathematics Association of 
New South Wales Investigating with Mathematics competition 
and we were delighted to hear that both classes received awards 
for their projects.  Transition explored ‘How far can a frog jump?’ 
and received an equal second place in the Kindergarten category. 
Year 3/4 investigated the Maths that can be found in a bicycle 
and their Merit award winning entry was titled ‘The Wheel Thing.’  
We are so proud of the efforts of the students and staff of  
these classes. The competition was against major Sydney  
schools and this was St John’s first attempt to enter this 
prestigious competition. 



Year 6 enjoying their fundraising day. Charlie McCulloch taking aim on the Year 6 Fair Day.

Mrs Reed, Alexandra Reed, Mrs & Mr Connah.
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Grandparents’ Day
It was with great excitement that we 
welcomed grandparents to our beautiful 
school in September. A musical concert 
was put on for our special visitors as well 
as a scrumptious morning tea, bookstall 
and visits to the Junior School classrooms 
and a Grandparents’ Day Chapel Service 
ended the day. Students were welcome 
to bring a special guest if circumstances 
prevented them from enjoying the day 
with a grandparent.

Transition kids getting their “fox” on at the athletics carnival.



Sienna Alldis, Matilda Johnstone, Liam Sanson.

Isabelle Chandler, Bronte Dagg, Arabella Dagg.
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Happy Helpers
As a part of the Year 5 Human Rights 
unit of work, the students recognised 
World Humanitarian Day by collecting 
clothes for the Salvation Army. World 
Humanitarian Day is a time to recognise 
those who face danger and adversity in 
order to help others.

Knit One, Purl One
Mrs Packer has been overrun with keen knitters since the St 
John’s Knitting Club began casting, knitting and purling in Term 3. 
Are you a keen knitter? Parents are welcome to come and show 
off their skills and help improve our keen knitters’ techniques.

IPSHA Success
Junior School students travelled to Sydney for the IPSHA  
Athletics Carnival in Term 3. All students performed to the best of 
their ability, with one of our students making it through to CIS. 
Congratulations Eloise Gooch for this amazing and well  
deserved effort.

Cupcake Success
St John’s students cooked up a storm in Term 3 to raise more 
than $600 for the local RSPCA. It is the second time students 
have taken part in the annual RSPCA Cupcake Day and this year 
they beat their 2014 fundraising target by more than $100. Well 
done to all those who helped make the day such a great success.

daVinci Decathalon
A team of eight girls from years 5 and 6 represented St John’s 
at the third annual Northern NSW da Vinci Decathlon, hosted 
by The Armidale School. Students competed against 18 other 
teams in 10 events that represent the spirit of Leonardo da 
Vinci: Art and Poetry, Cartography, Creative Producers (Drama), 
Engineering, English, Science, Mathematics/Chess, Philosophy, 
General Knowledge and Code Breaking. The girls had a wonderful 
time and took home first place in Philosophy. Congratulations 
to Isabella Collison, Isabella Gooch, Sydney Rice, Hannah Rahim, 
Bronte Dagg, Sophie Mason, Lilly Green and Sophia Rutledge for 
your excellent representation of the academic talent at St John’s.

Eloise Gooch, Isabella Gooch, Isabelle Chandler, Jack Cassidy.



A big thank you to the students, parents and staff involved in 
making the Three Little Pigs musical such a huge success. It was 
certainly a group effort and the musical team of Mrs Tall, Mrs Bell, 
Ms Williams ans Mr Tracey are to be congratulated on the quality 
of the performance.

Little 
Three 

Pigs 
Isabelle Chandler, Sophia Rutledge.

Kyra-May Buchanan, Isabella Gooch, Isabella Collison.

Eva Dabovich, Arabella Dagg.

Alexandra Reed, Isabella Rutledge, Nicola Clarkson.

Archibald and Léontine O’Neill.

Hanna Rahim, Chloe Moore, Lilly Green.
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Like NEGS Equestrian on Facebook and keep up to date with all our exciting equestrian happenings  fb.com/NEGSequestrian

Equestrian Centre News
The Equestrian Centre has remained busy with more than 60 
student horses agisted each term this year plus many more 
coming in for short stays in the lead up to major events.

Another very successful North West Equestrian Expo has seen the 
NEGS team return exhausted and smiling with a raft of awards 
and personal best achievements. The 2015 event hosted over 560 
entries, NEGS was once again the largest team with 53 riders.

A big thank you to parents and families who worked tirelessly 
across the five days of competition and in the lead-up to  
assist our team and the girls without complaint in the rain,  
mud and cold. 

Excellent performances this year at NSW Interschools resulted in 
several NEGS riders qualifying for selection in the national team. 
The NEGS Team was awarded the prestigious NSW Interschools 
Champion Eventing School for 2015 thanks to a very strong 
team of riders. 

NSW representative riders from NEGS at this year’s Interschools 
National Championships included Lucy Ramsay, Siobhan 
O’Mara and Bronte Dagg who have all achieved exceptionally 
well in their events. Lucy ended the competition as the Eva105 
Eventing Interschools National Champion, Sibohan placed a very 
respectable 12th in the Eva95 eventing championship class and 
Bronte Dagg was awarded the Overall Reserve Champion Primary 
Show Hunter Rider and was a part of the winning NSW Show 
Riding team of four riders. 

Lucy Ramsay and her horse Danny have achieved many of 
their equestrian goals this year with hard work and consistent 
performances. Lucy is currently leading the junior rider rankings in 
the pre-novice (Eva105) class. Lucy entered her first 1* event at 
ISHE where she won the class proving that this formidable team 
is more than ready to step things up. Congratulations to Megan 
Nolan, having qualified and competed for the first time at the 
Melbourne 3 Day Event.

Elizabeth Hancock had to make the tough decision between 
Young Riders and Nationals due to excellent official and 
interschool results. Elizabeth and Dinky have once again produced 
some excellent results in official open, young rider and school 
dressage competition this year, not bad considering Elizabeth had 
several weeks off with a broken arm. Elizabeth and Dinky were 
awarded the Elementary Dressage Reserve Champion prize at 
ISHE this year.

It is great to see Jaimie McElroy back in the saddle after her fall 
at SIEC, you just can’t keep a NEGS girl down.

Grace Cleary and Jessica Towns both represented their home 
states at the 2015 Pony Club National Championships with great 
results that included blue ribbons for Jess and Grace’s Queensland 
team taking home the National Show Jumping team trophy. 

Several girls travelled to North Star to compete in open and 
interschool competition. NEGS presented two teams for the 
closely contested schools team puissance and come in third 
after some very exciting jumping concluding at 1.4 metres. 

NEGS was well represented in the second year of the Tamworth 
Interschools Horse Extravaganza with a team of 34 NEGS riders 
competing. All NEGS girls placed well in their events and most 
placing in the top 10.

2015 has seen a very exciting partnership with eventing specialist 
coach Sam Lyle who has been flying in all year on a regular basis 
to conduct master classes for our riding community. Thank you 
Sam it has been a great year. 

The girls and coaches have been working hard this year and the 
competition results are certainly indicating that it is paying off. 

Excellent performances this 
year at NSW Interschools 
resulted in several NEGS 

riders qualifying for selection 
in the national team. 
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ISHE Major Awards
1st and 2nd in the overall ASH Challenge – Highest 
performing Senior Challenge Rider and Highest placing 
Australian Stock Horse – Laura Strelitz

Reserve Champion Elementary Dressage – Elizabeth Hancock

Champion Preliminary Dressage (Div C) – Molly Evans

1* ODE 1st Place – Lucy Ramsay and 2nd Place Meagan Nolan

North West Equestrian 
Expo Major Awards
Clarke and Cunningham Team Dressage Trophy  
–  Alys Marshall, Lucy Ramsay and Laura Strelitz

Salmonidae Team Eventing Trophy  
–  Jaimie McElroy, Lucy Ramsay and Sarah Hamparsum

Coonabarabran Chamber of Commerce Best Presented Large 
School Trophy

Division 1 B Grade Polocrosse consolation final winners

Division 1 A Grade Polocrosse Championship Winners 

14 yrs Girl Rider Champion Highest Point score  
– Kate Cruickshank

16 yrs Girls Reserve Champion – Madeline Murphy

16 yrs Girl Rider Champion Highest Point score

 – Laura Strelitz

14 yrs Show Jumping Champion – Hannah Cleary

15 yrs Show Jumping Reserve Champion – Grace Cleary

16 yrs Show Jumping Reserve Champion – Madeline Murphy

17 yrs Show Jumping Reserve Champion – Sarah Hamparsum

Prelim Dressage Reserve Champion – Alys Marshall

13 yrs Ring Champion – Kate Cruickshank

Lightweight hack Reserve Champion – Laura Stelitz

Katie Hancock at ISHE.

Jessica Towns and Grace Cleary at Pony Club Nationals. Lucy Ramsay at Interschool Nationals.

Bronte Dagg at Interschool Nationals.
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NEGS Livestock Team 
and Agriculture News
The NEGS Livestock Team has continued to post some impressive 
results this semester, most recently taking out some major wins a 
the Scone Beef Bonanza. 

A huge number of cattle and some 800 student exhibitors 
attended the Bonanza. NEGS took out first place in the heavy 
weight steer competition and second place in the medium  
weight steer. 

Team members did an amazing job in the parader classes, with 
Emily Barton taking home first in the 14 years paraders and 
second in judging. Emma Kaul was also placed third and Olivia 
Carter highly commended in 15 years paraders. 

The team also travelled to Brisbane Royal (EKKA) in Term 3 with 
seven students and four cattle. The students all competed in the 
beef cattle competition and set a high standard. Mr Mark Fisher, 
who accompanied the students, was once again proud of how 
they worked immaculately as a team to present NEGS Agriculture 
to the general public.

A number of students made it through to the cattle handling 
finals with ribbon winners Sarah Caslick and Zoe Stuart putting 
on stellar performances. The cattle results were: Charolais X 
Limousin heifer – 3rd place – skillfully presented by Olivia Carter; 
Charolais X Angus steer – 2nd place out of 31 in the carcass 
section. Our other two Charolais X steers also scored well in 
the carcass section. 

Mr Fisher said: “To win any ribbon in Brisbane is an exceptional 
achievement as the level of competition is outstanding so we 
were pleased with our week away.”

A big thank you to Mr Brian Grogan (cattle breeder) for his kind, 
continued support of our Livestock Team. Also big thanks to Mrs 
Amy Layton (camp mum), Rich Mackenzie (Ag assistant) and our 
two gappies – Lisa and Arial.

The school farm at NEGS has been keeping students very busy 
with the planting of the fruit orchard and planting and harvesting 
of the amazing vegetable garden. 

The school has been successful in the Philmac Grant so it can 
now implement a sustainable water harvesting program for 
the future. And of course, how can we not mention the birth 
of our newest additions to the school – our gorgeous piglets. 
Showcasing our girls’ expert stock handling skills, a number of our 
boarders helped mother pig deliver her squealing bundles of joy 
and they are such a popular addition to the school farm that pig 
passes have had to be issued to stop the piglets being smothered 
with constant love.

The NEGS Livestock Team at EKKA.
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To win any ribbon 
in Brisbane is 

an exceptional 
achievement 

as the level of 
competition is 

outstanding so we 
were pleased with 

our week away.

Pictured:

Top: Jorja Mason, Lilly McMillan, Emma Kaul and Felicity 
Thomas.

Middle: Year 9 and 10 Agriculture students planting out 
the school orchard.

Bottom Left: Year 8 students showcasing some of the 
highlights of our Agriculture course.

Bottom Right: Jaimie McLoughlin.

Below: Scone Beef Bonanza Winner.
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Sports News

Sports Presentation
The annual Sports Presentation event was held in Term 4 to 
celebrate the sporting achievements of the students at NEGS. 
Students have achieved highly throughout the year in a variety 
of sports including equestrian, netball, hockey, swimming, 
athletics, cross country, shooting, livestock, triathlon and tennis. 
The award recipients are listed below. Congratulations girls.

Connor Shield
This shield is presented to the girl who has shown consistent 
commitment to sport.

Winner: Charlotte Raleigh

Highly Commended:  Eliza White, Laura Strelitz and 
Siobhan O’Mara

Junior Sports Achiever
This award is presented to a student in Year 8-9 who has achieved 
an exceptional level in a sport or sports.

Winner: Lucy Fenwicke

Highly Commended:  Chelsea Devenish, Penny Haynes and 
Ashley Randle

Most outstanding individual sporting achievement
This is awarded to a student who has achieved the highest level 
of representation in a particular sport.

Winner: Lindsey Doolan (Equestrian)

Highly Commended:  Jessie Ross (Equestrian), Grace Cleary 
(Equestrian), Charlotte Raleigh (Netball), 
Elizabeth Hancock (Equestrian), Isobel 
Robertson (Livestock)

Mozely Tennis Trophy
Most outstanding tennis player as nominated by the tennis coach.

Winner: Emily Farrar

Highly Commended: Lucinda Parry and Eliza White

NORTEC Sportswomanship Award
This is awarded to a student who maintains a sporting manner 
and displays fair play in their approach to competition.

Winner: Chelsea Devenish

Highly Commended: Abbey Jackson and Skye Ramsay

The winter season came to a close at the end of Term 3 
with both a hockey and netball team making it into the 
IGSSA finals. The Senior IGSSA Netball team finished 
second in their division in IGSSA and 4th in the local town 
competition. On travelling to Sydney the girls played a tough 
match against SCEGGS and bowed out in a close match 20-
28. The girls also won the ADNA School Girl’s Trophy for the 
highest placing school team in the local competition.

The Junior IGSSA hockey team finished fourth in their 
division in IGSSA. On travelling to Sydney the girls played a 
strong match against Pymble but finished with 0-7 scoreline. 
Priscilla Clonan also won Junior Goalie of the Year at the 
HNE awards ceremony.

NEGS 6 netball made the local competition Grand Finals but 
were beaten in the deciding match after coming through 
from 4th position. NEGS Sky Hockey also made semis but 
were beaten out in a fast paced match against PLC.
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Services to Sport
This is awarded to a student who has given their time to assist 
with sport and provide opportunities and support for other 
students at NEGS. This may include, but is not limited to, 
umpiring, coaching, filling in for other teams, desk duties etc.

Winner: Isabelle Cameron (Shooting)

Highly Commended:  Laura Claridge (Netball) and Madeline Lane 
(Netball, Tennis and Hawkesbury)

‘Spirit of Sport’ at UNE award
This is awarded to a student who contributes positively to 
the promotion and development of sport, displays pride in 
representing the school, actively participates in a wide range of 
sporting activities and has had positive feedback from clubs and 
organisers on their behaviour and sportsmanship (NEGS staff 
nominated and selected award).

Winner: Madeline Lane and Annabelle Heagney

Highly Commended: Abbey Jackson

Sportswoman of the Year Award
This award is presented to a student in the year that has achieved 
an exceptional level in a sport or sports.

Winner: Sarah Wyatt

Highly Commended:  Charlotte Raleigh and Laura Strelitz

Student Coach of the Year Award 
This is awarded to a student or students for a high level of 
coaching of a NEGS or St John’s team.

Winner: Mikaela Ball

Highly Commended:  Jenna Goodfellow and Georgia Lowry

Team of the Year
This is awarded to the team who achieved the greatest success 
during the current year.

Winner: North West Equestrian Expo A Grade Polocrosse Team 
(Olivia Adams, Josie Wilson and Lindsey Doolan)

Highly Commended:  Senior IGGSA Netball Team, IGSSA 
Athletics Team, Manning Valley Beef Week 
Livestock Team

Young Sports Achiever Award
This award is presented to a student in Year 7 who has achieved 
an exceptional level in a sport or sports

Winner: Grace Cassidy

Highly Commended:  Charlotte Chapman and Jaimie McLoughlin

Half Colours
Lucy Fenwicke (Swimming)

Grace Cassidy (Athletics and Cross Country)

Jaimie McLoughlin (Cross Country)

Sarah Wyatt (Athletics and Cross Country)

Tahlia Paull (Athletics)

Charlotte Raleigh (Netball)

Isabelle Cameron (Shooting)

Meagan Nolan (Eventing)

Jaimie McElroy (Eventing)

Sarah Hamparsum (Eventing)

Alys Marshall (Dressage)

Laura Strelitz (Dressage)

Madeline Murphy (Equestrian)

Kate Cruickshank (Equestrian)

Dominique Holley (Dressage)

Olivia Adams (Polocrosse)

Jessie Ross (Polocrosse)

Josie Wilson (Polocrosse)

Full Colours
Jessica Towns (Show Jumping)

Grace Cleary (Show Jumping)

Lindsey Doolan (Polocrosse)

Elizabeth Hancock (Dressage)

Lucy Ramsay (Eventing)

Captains
Green House Captain – Lily Clonan

Lyon House Captain – Sarah Parkes

Murray House Captain – Ellen Anderson

Dumolo House Captain – Logan Brown

Green House Vice Captain – Olivia Adams

Lyon House Vice Captain – Laura Strelitz

Murray House Vice Captain – Rachel Jones

Dumolo House Vice Captain – Isabella Ritter

Sport Prefect & Netball Captain – Madeline Lane

Equestrian Prefect – Madeline Murphy

Hockey Captain – Tahlia Paull

Tennis Captain – Alys Marshall

Swimming Captain – Charlotte Raleigh

Athletics/Cross Country Captain – Kate Bailey

Shooting Captain – Isabelle Cameron

Lucy Fenwicke and David Fenwicke. Charlotte Raleigh. Lindsey Doolan and Jessie Ross.
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Spring
Fair

The weather Gods were shining on NEGS for the annual Spring Fair which was a huge 
success. Students, teachers and parents showed the great community spirit the school is 
renowned for and ran some amazingly popular stalls including the lob-o-choc, trash and 
treasure, face painting and the ever popular cattle weight guessing competition. An array 
of gourmet fare was on offer as well as some stunning items in the Shopping Emporium. 
A big thank you to all those involved in helping make the day a huge success.

Pony rides were a hit.

Quality items on sale in the Emporium.

Mrs Smith and Head of Junior School, Ms Shannon Rosewood.

Year 8 stall.

Year 8 students helping raise funds.

Face painting fun.
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Narnia  
Magic 
Our Stage 4-5 musical, Narnia, was a 
highlight of Term 3. Directed by Mrs Tall 
with students involved at all levels and 
surprise appearances from Mr O’Neill 
and Mrs McCulloch, the show was a big 
hit with audiences. Stars were Emily Sole 
as Jada the White Witch and Eugenie 
Gullifer-Laurie as Aslan.

Cast (in order of appearance)

Professor Mr Geoff O’Neill

Susan Disa Smart

Peter Katrina Campbell

Lucy Isabelle Perrottet

Edmund Zoe Stuart

Mrs Macready Mrs Amber McCulloch

Tumnus Heidi Powell

White Witch Emily Sole

Dwarf Charlotte 

Mr Beaver Hannah Weston

Mrs Beaver Lexie Rose

Fenris Ulf Miah Lupica

Father Christmas Alicia Ball  
Chelsea Devenish

Aslan Eugenie Gullifer-Laurie

White Stag Kassiah Cook

Narnian Creatures Alicia Ball 
Priscilla Clonan 
Chelsea Devenish 
Katie Hancock 
Josie Orr 
Matilda Rice

White Witch’s Army Isabelle Chandler 
Hannah Rahim 
Tariq Rahim 
Harriet Schmude 
Eloise Barden

Stars of the Narnia cast.

Katie Hancock, Josie Orr, Chelsea Devenish.

Emily Sole.Katrina Campbell.

Miah Lupica.
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Rifle Club 
Report
NEGS Rifle Club had another successful winter shooting season 
culminating in the annual training week and matches in Sydney 
against the GPS boys’ schools.

At Wingham the squad comprising of Captain Isabelle Cameron, 
Alex Patten, Sarah Wyatt, Anna Campbell, Brydi Holmes, Bronte 
Hiscox and Sophie Sutherland lived on range for five days 
intensive training with top rated coaches and Old Girls (and Club 
Captains) Rowan McNaught and Zara Babington.

Scot’s College joined the camp on Tuesday, their Seconds team 
taking NEGS on in a “friendly” match on Thursday – which the 
girls won. The Fiona Reynolds All Schools Match, this year using 
electronic targets for the first time, was contested against 12 
boys’ teams at ANZAC Range.

The NEGS team of Isabelle, Alex, Anna, Sarah, Brydi shot 
well to achieve fourth overall. However Isabelle, coached by 
Alex, came out top in the individual scores, a first for a NEGS 
shooter. The result secured her The Burl Trophy for the fourth 
year in a row, in the concurrent match with Shore. Go to 
fionareynoldsallschools�webs�com for details.

Moving to Hornsby Range, the team shot alongside all four 
matches comprising the AAGPS Rifle Shooting Premiership. In 
the first match, the Rawson Cup, NEGS shot well, with Isabelle 
just one point down and the team finishing just ahead of TAS. 
The NRA Shield followed, the highlight of the match being Alex 
Patten’s possible of 50-3, one of only two on the range. In the 
Second VIII match, a more realistic competition for the girls, 
NEGS again overcame the Scot’s 2nd VIII.

The final First VIII contest, the Buchanan Shield, is a stage 
of deliberate at 300 metres followed by the exciting Snap 
application. The team performed well again, however experience 
and technique in the Snap sorted the scores with Sarah Wyatt 
top scoring for NEGS.

In the individual First VIII aggregates, Isabelle, Anna and 
Sarah all finished just 15 points down. All the girls improved 
on personal scores and finished the camp and matches as 
greatly improved shooters.

“Like” NEGS Rifle Club at facebook�com/negsrifleclub�

All the girls improved 
on personal scores 

and finished the 
camp and matches 

as greatly improved 
shooters.
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Boarding @ NEGS
It is difficult to believe another semester in boarding has almost 
come to an end. We welcomed more students into boarding 
this semester, including a variety of exchange students from 
overseas.  It is such a positive time to be working in Boarding 
as the numbers go from strength to strength. With a cold winter, 
if the girls were lucky enough to miss this years ‘BUG’ they were 
participating wholeheartedly in a variety of endeavours:

 – Netball town competition 
and IGSSA

 – Hockey town competition 
and IGSSA

 – Polocross events

 – Showjumping events

 – Camp drafting events

 – Eisteddford

 – AMEB exams

 – International exchange

 – Basketball

 – Morning Fitness

 – Sunday cooking

 – Movie nights

 – Farmer’s Markets at Curtis 
Park, Armidale

 – The Walcha Mountain Festival

 – Ten Pin Bowling

 – Years 7-10 Socials

The end of Term 3 represented the end of boarding life for the 
2015 Year 12 cohort. Kate Cannington and Kate Ryan have 
been boarders at NEGS since Year 7. Their time in boarding 
was recognised with a Formal Dinner attended by all boarders, 
Mr and Mrs Logan, Mrs Evans, Boarding Staff and Maths Tutor 
in residence, Mrs Despi. Mrs Middleton and Mrs Garrad kindly 
offered their expertise in decorating and coordinating the 
evening. The following evening, an intimate dinner was held at 
The Red Grapevine for the Year 12 boarders to reminisce about 
their experiences away from home. Conversation was flowing as 
the girls discussed the good times and some of the shenanigans 
they shared in their time here at NEGS. 

For the end of the Semester (28th and 29th November 2015), 
we will be celebrating and taking in some well earned sunshine, 
fun, swimming and shopping at Coffs Harbour. The girls will have 
a wonderful weekend relaxing with each other before a well 
deserved Summer break.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the boarders 
and their families for their ongoing support during 2015.

Maggie Halliday, Kate Earle 
and Charlotte Chapman.

Cilla McCamley, Ashley Moran, Lydia 
Thornberry and Isabelle Perrottet.
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NEGS Old Girls’ 
News & Notices

NEGS Old Girls’ Reunion Weekend and 
Framed Art Exhibition Report 2015
On the evening of Friday 4th of September, our 8th Annual Framed Art Exhibition 
cocktail function was held in the MPC at NEGS. In conjunction with the art exhibition, a 
junior art competition was held. The Framed Primary and Infants Visual Arts Competition 
was generously sponsored by Armidale SerVies and New England Mutual. We had 120 
entries in both categories, which was fantastic.

The 2015 Framed Art Exhibition had 129 exhibits, including paintings and prints, 
photographs, etchings, ceramics, stoneware and digitally printed fabric with hand woven 
braid, from 24 different artists. Guests, including NEGS Old Girls, attended the opening 
cocktail function. A number of exhibits were sold on Friday night and some more 
were purchased on Saturday at the Spring Fair. Old Girl artists represented were Marg 
McClelland who won the People’s Choice with her photograph: Hay Sale – The Next 
Generation. There were four Old Girl Artists who exhibited; they were Anna Sutherland, 
Lucy McCann, Belinda Perkins and Marg McClelland. Five other exhibitors also have a 
connection to the school – they were ex parents, grandparents or teachers. Thank you 
Jack Vivers, a current Yr12 father and a fantastic musician, who entertained us. 

Our thanks goes to local artist James White who generously donated a painting ‘First 
Cut’ that was raffled to raise funds for scholarships for NEGS students. This was a very 
popular painting, admired by many. The winner of the raffle was Justine Aitken, who is a 
new NEGS mother, with a daughter in Yr10. Congratulations Justine.

NEGS Old Girls had their reunion weekend as well, with about 100 ladies coming back 
to NEGS to catch up and rekindle old friendships. We were visited by the 5, 10, 20, 30, 
35, 40, 50 and 60 year reunion groups and a small number of 5 year parents as well. 
On Saturday the cohorts each celebrated their reunion by having lunch or dinner. The 
school hosted both the 50 and 60 year Old Girls functions with private dinners in Akaroa, 
catered for by our School Chefs and kitchen staff. Current students were waitresses for 
these groups who dined in Akaroa. 

On Sunday morning a large number of Old Girls, friends and family attended chapel. 
After chapel, a memorial service was held for NEGS Old Girl Susie Tooth, and a sculpture 
was dedicated to Susie in the school grounds. Susie was senior prefect in 1980 and sadly 
passed away earlier this year.

Tennis and touch football matches were played on Saturday, between the Old Girls and 
current students. The Old Girls won the tennis trophy and current yr 12 students won 
the very informal game of touch football. Fun was had by all.

On behalf of the NEGS Old Girls’ Union, I would like to thank a number of people who 
helped make this busy weekend such a success. Thanks go to Mr Clive Logan - Principal 
and Graeme Hollis - General Manager. Thank you to the staff of Akaroa – in particular 
Sally Olsen, Selina Croft, Amy Layton and Rebecca Eastment. A great big thank you 
goes to Tanya Graham, who is amazing in helping out in so many different ways. To the 
grounds and maintenance staff, thank you for all your tireless work in preparing for 
the weekend and helping to set up the display boards in the MPC. To the kitchen staff, 
in particular Craig, Nick and Lorraine, thank you for your part of the weekend. To the 
Framed Committee and in particular Nan Robertson, your management of the whole art 
show is amazing, thank you. Finally and not least, thank you to the Years 8, 10 and Year 
11 students who helped prepare food, waitress and wash up. We cannot thank you all 
enough for you commitment to our wonderful school.

MRS LINDY CANNINGTON  |  NEGS OLD GIRLS’ PRESIDENT 
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2016 Cohort
70 Year Reunion (1946)
Faye Atwill (Fitz-Walter) 
fayea@mac.com 
040 306 8266

60 Year Reunion (1956)
Yvonne Roberts (Moffatt) 
02 9546 7154

40 Year Reunion (1976)
Sally Higgins 
jhigg@bigpond.com 
0427 583 164 
02 6558 3164

30 Year Reunion (1986)
Katie Julian (Main) 
0423 784 545 
02 6734 7385 
katieljulian@gmail.com

20 Year Reunion (1996)
Alexandra Burke (Crombie) 
0449 992 544 
alexandracatherineburke@gmail.com

10 Year Reunion (2006)
Phoebe Newsome 
0448 088 171 
phoebenewsome8@gmail.com

5 Year Reunion (2011)
Kirsty Assef 
02 6752 2102

Susie Tooth Memorial Service

Cherylee Elliot (Drain). 

Felicity Moore (Moffatt). Ginny Spear (Carter). 

Ann Cooper (Robinson) beside Ben Tooth.

Ben Tooth and his sculpture.
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Save The Date

9th, 10th & 11th of September

2016 OG Weekend  
Draft Program

FRIDAY

6.00 pm  Opening Night “Framed!” NEGS Old Girls’
 Union Annual Art Show and Sale Fundraiser
 MPC Building at NEGS
 Supper and drinks provided 
 The Exhibition runs until 11.00am on Sunday

SATURDAY

9.00 am  Old Girls’ Union AGM in the WH Lee Room.
 All welcome to attend. The Principal, Mr Clive Logan  
 will speak
10.00 am NEGS Spring Fair commences
10.15 am Morning Tea outside Library hosted by NEGS
10.30 am Sporting Matches  
 (5 and 10 year groups vs students)
 Lunch available at Spring Fair – there will be tables  
 reserved for Old Girls
1.30 pm  School tours by Prefects (from Library) and  
 Archives open
3.00 pm  Spring Fair concludes
6:00 pm  Evening Year group Dinners  
 (organised by each year group)

SUNDAY

8.00 am Old Girls’ Chapel service
9.15 am  Breakfast in the dining room with Year 12  
 girls hosted by NEGS
10.30 am Archives open and school tours

Old Girls’ QLD Branch  
AGM Report
The Qld Branch were very pleased to welcome John Cassidy and 
John Brown to our Annual AGM, where we had a wonderful catch 
up on the past year.

We were delighted to be able to give $50,000 towards the repair 
of the Chapel Organ.

ALTHEA CROWLEY PRESIDENT

NEGS Office Bearers

Armidale
president
Lindy Cannington (Keats ‘83) 
“Glenall” 
Killarney Gap Road 
NARRABRI  NSW  2390 
P: 02  6783 4280 
E: backcreek3@bigpond.com

vice – president
Shara Menzies (Ibbott ‘86) 
“Coningdale” 
Chandler Road 
ARMIDALE  NSW  2350 
P: 02 6778 1115 
E: shara4@bigpond.com

secretary
Jenny Fulloon (Cameron 1987) 
PO Box 1476 
ARMIDALE  NSW  2350 
P: 02 6778 1265 
M: 0412 429 906 
E: jenniferfulloon@bigpond.com

treasurer and publicity officer
Georgina Kedzlie (Mitchell 1987) 
336 Bald Hills Road 
HERNANI  NSW  2453 
P: 02 6657 6001 
E: alinjarra8@bigpond.com

vice – treasurer
Jo Campbell (Studdy ‘80) 
PO Box 994 
ARMIDALE  NSW  2350 
P: 02 6772 2048 
E: archiec@bigpond.com.au

Brisbane
president & secretary
Althea Crowly (Rivers 1977) 
536 Formosa Road 
GUMDALE  QLD  4154 
P: 07 3890 1523 
E: altheacrowley@hotmail.com

treasurer
Shona Rice ( MacDonald 1975) 
“Woodlands” 
694 Cudmore Road 
GREENMOUNT  QLD  4359 
P: 07 4697 1194 
E: tighyari1@bigpond.com

Sydney
president
Caroline Grundy (Folbigg 1981) 
69 Carabella Street 
KIRRIBILLI   NSW  2061 
P: 02 9922 7033 
E: caroline.grundy@me.com

vice president
Libby Peach (Folbigg 1979) 
18 William Street 
ROSEVILLE  NSW  2069 
P: 02 9417 1724 
E: libpeach@hotmail.com

secretary
Lynne Hutton (Wharton 1964) 
23 Brunette Drive 
CASTLE HILL  NSW  2154 
P: 02 9894 5645 
E: hutton@bigpond.net.au

treasurer
Mary O’Toole (Thompson 1964) 
PO Box 261 
JAMBEROO  NSW  2533 
P: 02 9439 6773 
E: m_otoole@speednet.com.au

Melbourne
Elizabeth Brown (Pixley 1958) 
11 Union Street 
ARMADALE  VIC  3143 
P: 03 9509 1009 
E: rfm.brown@bigpond.com

OGMU Secretary/Treasurer
Juliet Cameron (Lean 1964) 
PO Box 173, 
Adamstown, NSW 2289 
P: 02 4950 9034 
E: j.cameron@hunterlink.net.au

Canberra
Lindy Armstrong (Masters 1977) 
15 Pasmore Close 
KALEEN  ACT  2617 
P: 02 6241 4602 
E: lindy.armstrong01@gmail.com
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60 Year Reunion
For various reasons many in our year weren’t able to come 
and we missed them; but had a lovely reunion.

We all noticed the changes in the school – we had no 
common rooms, certainly no single bedrooms! There was 
always a rush to have hot showers. We all remembered 
scones in Northern and Southern, the smell of kerosene used 
to clean the bathrooms, plum, raspberry, the Senior Prefect 
throwing out the letters standing on the tankstand, milk for 
supper in summer, hot chocolate for supper with dog biscuits, 
Nick’s Cafe, being invited to Mrs Lyons for afternoon tea, and 
by Miss Elsie White to Saumarez. The hair washing basins, 
Miss Goddard’s parcel rooms, blackberries on walks, yabbying 
near the teachers cottages, 100 weeds to be taken out of the 
Chapel lawn for punishment, pooh corner. 

We had a lovely night reminiscing.

50 year Reunion 
Our photographer Margie McClelland (Christoe) won the People’s 
Choice competition at the annual ‘Framed’ Art exhibition on 
Friday 4 September 2015. We, NEGS class of ’65, were delighted 
Margie’s photo won – we remember her snapping photos with a 
box-Brownie camera, inside the dorm and out, or even when we 
were in ‘Silence’! We’re grateful to her for this lovely professional 
photo – snapped as we had drinks in Dickens common room 
on Saturday evening – which shows what an interesting and 
beautiful group of women we are, defying the years with a joyful 
and robust gathering. 

As we ambled around NEGS Spring Fair on Saturday, memories 
were shared and news of the last ten years was updated. We were 
pleased to see Jocelyn, Jon, Pam and Diana B at their first of the 
10-yearly reunions; Pam drove from WA – there was someone 
from every State in Australia, and the ACT. Some of us had loved 
school, some hadn’t – grey hair somehow enables sharing with 
a kind of relaxed realism, although to us, our faces look just the 
same as 50 years ago. 

Before Saturday night’s dinner, we sang grace in Latin (having 
found a copy of Benedictus benedicat, per Christum, Amen in the 
old-music-block archives during the afternoon) led, as in 1965, 
by Elizabeth. All thirty-six of us dining in Akaroa’s W H Lee Room 
remembered the familiar tune and sang heartily. NEGS Principal 
Clive Logan commented on our choral expertise.

Special thanks were given to Betty, who had become the ‘Miss 
Marple’ of the class of ‘65 in the months leading up to this 
reunion, tracking down all but one of our original group, and 
with tireless and consistent encouragement bringing a very 
sizeable number to Armidale to celebrate 50 years since we left 
school. Elizabeth also thanked Marion, who collated and shared 
another booklet of sixty life-stories – Beth had done one for our 
40-year reunion. 

At Chapel and breakfast on Sunday morning there were about 
twenty-five of us still going. Some were quite emotional in 
chapel, where Peggy (Senior Liturgical Assistant at St Auburn’s 
Epping) shared prayers, Marion the school reading, and current 
NEGS girls shared their beautiful choral singing. Also that morning 
some went to visit the family of Trish Rogers (Bell), one of the 
six women of our group who have passed on. Another, Jenny 
Ford (Woolaston), had passed away last year, so Rev Rebecca 
Eastment included her in the prayers at chapel. There’s a special 
In Memoriam tribute to those six women and their families in our 
reunion booklet. Anyone who would like a copy of the booklet 
can contact mgwhite45@gmail.com 

(L-R) Mrs Roslyn Peake (Crowley), Jenny Ford (Cotton), Margaret Robson (Mack), 
Rosemary Finlay (Gill), Lesley Whittington (France), Leith Fussell (Fraser),  
Gwen Rhys-Jones (Watson).

BACK ROW (L-R) Margie McClelland (Christoe), Jocelyn Fitzhardinge, Nicki Hewson, Vicki 
Barrett (Cunningham), Betty Wilson, Sally Dowling (Hill) MIDDLE: Beth Newton, Libby 
Green (Palmer), Libby Tomkins, Penny Protheroe (Frizzell), Louise Germon (Cracknell), 
Julia Rose (Wright), Lawrée Suttor (North), Lynn Lederer (Wilson), Susie Goldsmith 
(Murphy), Suzanne Blume (Henderson), Peggy Sanders, Lynette Coddington (McCarthy), 
Jon Dalrymple (Wanstall), Sylvia Grigg (Williams), Seana Bagshaw (Gordon), Lynn 
Milne, Claire Munro (Shrapnel), Pam Goodman (Whittle), Marion White, Diana Tuleja 
(Horn), Diana Froome (Muirhead), Elizabeth Wetherell. FRONT: Tina Glasson (Early), 
Jane Manchee (McMicking), Jill Gloster (Bligh), Prim Cracknell (Martin), Rosie Ledingham 
(Clyne), Elle Newton (Loughnan), Diana Bell, Julie-anna McWilliam (Reynolds).
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40 Year Reunion
The 40 year reunion group met at Petersen’s 
Winery on Saturday night and the laughter 
continued into the small hours. We were 
all very amused and flattered to receive a 
vase of flowers from the TAS boys of our 
corresponding year – presented by Neil 
Martin. Many enjoyed spending time at the 
school during the Spring Fair and breakfast 
on Sunday morning (although the Vegemite 
was missing!) Best of all – it was wonderful 
to be together again.

35 Year Reunion Report
The 1980 cohort enjoyed their 30 year reunion so much they 
decided to do it all again in 5 years.

Those 5 years went in a blink and we found ourselves back at the 
school, together again, sharing memories of the old school yard 
and the interesting and varied paths that we have taken since 
that time.

It was great to see so many make the trip…24 flew in or drove 
from all corners of the planet, including New Zealand’s South 
Island and Geneva.

Most stayed at Moore Park Inn, where our reunion dinner was 
held. Everyone went to the school fete, and enjoyed walking 
around the school, amazed at the new facilities the riding school 
now offers. The riding school opened in 1972, and many of our 
year remember spending time kicking around the stables. It was a 
home away from home for them, and left happy memories.

The fete closed and raffles were drawn… the girls of 1980 were 
already celebrating…I had won the wheelbarrow full of wine…
now we knew there was going to be a Party.

Our reunion this year was touched with sadness as we gathered 
together to remember Susie Tooth, our Head Girl. Susie lost her 
life to breast cancer earlier this year. 

A small ceremony was held after the Sunday chapel service, 
adjacent to the chapel, to unveil a sculpture in her memory. The 
sculpture is called ’ The Star’, commissioned by her year, and 
sculpted lovingly by her nephew Ben Tooth, whose mother is also 
a NEGS Old Girl, Kerry Heath.

Anne Cooper (Robinson), kindly agreed to lead us through the 
ceremony, which was attended by Susie’s family and school 
friends. We hope the sculpture will endure. A lasting memorial to 
our beautiful school friend, who was a Star in so many ways.

The ceremony was followed by breaky in the dining room, more 
laughter, and then it was time to go home.

Looking forward to doing it all again in 5 years…so stay in touch 
on FB whereever you are.

Thank you to all those that made the journey to Armidale for 
the weekend and a huge thankyou to Chez Elliot (Drain) who 
organised the reunion with me. We did it! 

BACK ROW (L-R): Jill Dawson (Medhurst), Margo Hayes (Mort), Lesley McKinnon (Mill), 
Cherylee Elliot (Drain), Anne Cooper (Robinson) Bronnie George (Marr), Ginny Spear 
(Carter), Katie Rickards (McWilliam) Irene Strahm (Bennett), Chicky Lanz (Cox), Tarnyer 
Clift, Trish Cruickshank (McAlary), Adrienne Rashford, Jacki Nash (Brummel) Felicity 
Moore (Moffatt). MIDDLE: Sue Linquist (Wenham), Pru Holcombe, Genevieve Golden 
(Sheppard), Sue Moran (Smith),Sandi Jephcott. FRONT: Ros Baker (McKenzie), Carol 
Carolan (Norris) Jo Campbell (Studdy), Marian Sanders (Abraham). ABSENT: Lisa Farrer.

BACK ROW (L-R): Julia North, Kim Woods-Rabbidge (Woods), Shona Rice (Macdonald), Belinda Reynolds (Carter), Mary 
Reid, Ann de Graaf (McDonald), Giselle Seran (Cleveland), Jeanette Stacey (Campbell-Brown), Georgina Brazier (Thomas), 
Debbie Burridge (Rodgers), Louise Holcombe (Traill), Fiona Rogers (Todd-Burris), Penny Tod, Barbara Mactaggart, Fiona 
Campbell-Wright (Campbell). SITTING: Elizabeth Murphy (Spencer), Kim Storie (Caswell), Mary Cadell (Alker), Sandie 
Henderson (Jackson), Gillian Hudson (Bowden), Penny Vautin (Jackson), Rosemary Koenig (McWilliam), Jane McLaughlin. 
FRONT: Robbie Martin (Turner), Marian Doyle.

Chez Elliot (Drain), Anne Cooper (Robinson), Margo Hayes ( Mort), Sue Linquist 
(Wenham), Ginny Spear (Carter), Sue Moran (Smith), Felicity Moffatt (Moore).
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30 Year Runion
The sister-hood, that is the inevitable outcome of being a NEGS 
girl is alive and well. After establishing a closed Facebook site 
earlier in the year, the girls from the 30 year reunion had been 
in contact with one another for quite sometime, re-establishing 
old friendships, catching up on decades of ‘life’ and reminiscing 
through hundreds of photos from Year 7 to Year 12. Photos from 
Year 7 boarding in Foster House, to Year 9 ‘Survival’ camp, to the 
Year 10 production of ‘Bye, Bye Birdie’ and the Year 12 sunbaking-
legs-ritual while waiting for class, were certainly a lovely way 
to get ready for the weekend. There is no denying that bad hair 
styles aside, the photos show that we all looked nicely rounded 
and well fed, and of course very happy to be together. It was 
certainly great to have the opportunity to gasp in horror at times 
or laugh uproariously before getting together.

When the reunion weekend finally arrived, everyone was primed, 
excited and ready to finally have real contact. From a possible 
seventy-six students in the year group, thirty girls travelled 
to Armidale for the weekend. We have amazingly successful 
women, who departed from the school in an era where careers-
counselling was completely unheard of, especially for girls. 

From Friday to Sunday our reunion gathered at various venues 
across Armidale, with one of the highlights of course being a tour 
of the school. Here are some things we discovered; the dining 
hall now, sadly, has round tables and plastic chairs, but smelt the 
same, that Blaxland and Wentworth no matter what internal 
wall changes were made was definitely still haunted, the school 
looked smaller. The Magnolia tree, was in bloom near the library 
and the gardens looked lovely. A visit to see the amazing Mrs 
Newell, who has since sadly passed away, and the archives was 
also a wonderful opportunity for all to not only madly search for 
museum pieces from the 1980s but also to realise we are part of 
a much bigger institution, which has touched the lives of so many 
girls. Mrs Newell has created such an incredible and important 
resource for all NEGS girls and the wider school community. 
We finished our weekend with a very long, and for some much 
needed, recovery brunch. 

What a lovely weekend, spent with some incredible women.

Left: 
BACK ROW (L-R): Helen O’Neill (Thomas), Margo Nugent 
(Zlotkowski), Nic McLeod (Mathews), Laura Brazier 
(Green). 4th ROW: Margo Mason (Weston), Rina Shepherd 
(Alker), Catherine Laws (McEachern), Cressida Mort, Ann 
Bernard (Benham), Samantha Potts, Clytie Dangar, Nikki 
Marshall, Gerri Oates (Archdale), Sharon Young (Harris), 
Joy Bowles. 3rd ROW: Amanda Bambling (Harte), Jodie 
Stewart, Christina Stubbs (Collins), Penny Larsen (Flint), 
Christine Osmond, Rebecca Oakley (Munro). SEATED: 
Kirsty Greasly (Hartigan), Catherine Boydell, Sarah Berlyn 
(Archer), Catherine Fenning. FRONT: Gail Curby, Alex 
Thomson (Miller), Penny Bergmark (Selby),  
Louise Tawfik (Stuckey).

Below left: 
Margo Mason (Weston), Sam Potts, Cressida Mort, 
Christine Osmond, Nic McLeod (Mathews).

Below right: 
BACK ROW (L-R): Jodie Stewart, Ann Bernard (Benham), 
Penny Larsen (Flint), Samantha Potts, Sharon Young 
(Harris), Rina Shepherd (Alker), Catherine Fenning. 
FRONT: Angela Sole (Blackwell), Catherine Laws 
(McEachern), Christine Osmond, Christina Stubbs 
(Collins), Gail Curby, Nikki Marshall, Alex Thomson 
(Miller), Cressida Mort.
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20 Year Reunion
20 years on the class of 1995 came together for the Old Girls 
weekend celebrations.

We had thirty girls from the class of ‘95 which was great, a 
number of girls now reside overseas or had prior commitments 
keeping them away – they were all missed. 

It was fabulous fun staying at ‘Dickens’ reminiscing on our times 
at school.

We enjoyed the ‘Framed’ cocktail event on Friday evening, 
followed by Saturday morning touring the school, enjoying 
morning tea and the Spring Fair.

A big thank you to Peterson’s Winery for hosting our group for 
a beautiful lunch and to The New England Hotel ‘the Newie’ for 
looking after us for dinner. Most of all, thank you to all the girls 
from the class of '95 for making it a fabulous weekend full of 
many laughs, old stories and years of great friendships.
Top: 
BACK ROW (L-R): Sarah-Jane Morris, Natalie Jeffrey (Pearce), Jayne Phillips (Swanson), 
Suzy Urquhart (Tomlinson), Nicole Maple, Kate Jekyll (Perry). MIDDLE: Penny MacCallum, 
Rebecca Levitt, Kirsty Astill (Rains), Claire Murphy (Blomfield), Liz Rogers (Betts), 
Merryn Flower. FRONT: Nicola Cooke, Georgia Storr (Trotter), Kate Pinn (Sanson), 
Nicki Bell, Emma Andrews (Sork), Susan Rathbone. SEATED: Alicia Tuxford (Cartledge), 
Sally Cull, Amelia Horvath.

5 Year Reunion
The reunion weekend began on the Friday evening for the eight 
girls from the 2010 cohort. We enjoyed drinks and dinner at the 
Coughing Gherkin whilst catching up on, what was for some, the 
past five years. 

Saturday was spent reacquainting ourselves with the school and 
enjoying all the Spring Fair had to offer. We enjoyed morning tea 
with other old girls; a tour of the school conducted by some very 
patient Year 12s; the steer-weight guessing competition and a 
sausage sizzle, which we were pleased to see are still firm fixtures, 
as well as seeing both teachers and pupils. 

That evening we joined our parents for drinks at the Whitebull, 
where they stayed for dinner, whilst we enjoyed a delicious Italian 
meal at The Red Grapevine. 

Sunday morning took us, and our stomachs, back five years with a 
school breakfast in the dining hall where we were able to chat to 
other old girls and the current year twelve group – a fitting end 
to a wonderful weekend.
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Goodbyes
Brigid Cole-Adams, (Love ‘55) 
(1938-2015) Mother, painter, sculptor, print-
maker and occupational therapist.

Brigid died in a Melbourne hospice on July 
18. She was 76. It was typical of her courage 
and good humour throughout her illness that 
her reaction, on being told by her oncologist 
that she had an inoperable cancer on her liver, 
was: “Oh well, I never did want to be the last 
to leave a  party.” Hers had been a full and 
splendid life and self-pity was not her thing.

Brigid began her secondary schooling as a 
boarder at NEGS in 1952, forming what were 
to be life-long friendships. She completed her 
leaving certificate at the end of 1955 when 
she returned home to Brisbane. 

There, she graduated in occupational therapy 
at the University of Queensland. While she 
enjoyed her next few years as a practicing OT, 
she was already laying the foundations for 
what was to become a life-long passion for 
art by attending drawing lessons in Brisbane 
with the painter Jon Molvig.  Moreover, the 
practical skills she gained from her work as 
an OT were to prove a boon when she later 
turned to sculpture.

In 1960 – on a Leap Year Day – Brigid married 
Peter Cole-Adams, a junior reporter on the 
Brisbane “Courier- Mail.” She was 21 and he 
22. Their union was to last for the next 55 
years. A lot of that time was spent abroad 
as Peter pursued his career, working first 
for a news agency and then as a foreign 
correspondent for Melbourne’s “The Age”. 
The family was based first in London (1962-
64 and 1970-75) and then Washington DC 
(1981-84). In between, and afterwards, there 
were lengthy periods in Melbourne and  
then Canberra.

All this moving about – combined with 
lovingly bringing up three daughters, Kate, 
Sarah and Jennet, often in the absence of a 
travelling husband – had both advantages and 
disadvantages for Brigid’s career as an artist.

On the plus side, she was able to visit many 
of the world’s great art galleries and, in 
London, to study etching at an Islington 
studio, and painting and silk screen printing at 
the Camden Institute. (One of her prints was 
exhibited at a Royal Academy summer show). 
Later, in Washington, she gained a fine arts 
degree at the prestigious Corcoran School of 
Arts, winning painting and sculpture prizes. 
Her work was subsequently exhibited in a 
one-person show in Washington’s Gallery 10 
and in Baltimore.

Back in Melbourne, Brigid completed a two-
year post-graduate course in sculpture at the 
Victorian College of the Arts. In 1991 and 
1992, she created large sculptural installations 

Mrs Jean Newall (OAM)
EX STAFF MEMBER (1978-1994) AND NEGS ARCHIVIST (1994-2015)

Sadly Mrs Newall passed away 25th September 2015 

Born in Rose Bay Sydney into the MacKenzie family.

Early Life attended congregation of St Paul’s Anglican Church, Rose Bay. There she met 
Peter Newall. They had two children, Peter and Miriam, a very close family.

Mrs Newall’s professional life was in Education, after WWII Mrs Newall taught with the 
Dept of Education (1947-1950). She did country teaching service in Camden teaching 
in both primary and secondary. She also taught at St Andews’s Cathedral Sydney Choir 
School (1951-1953) and Cranbrook (1954-1955). She taught English, French and 
Mathematics. Peter had studied for the Th.L at Moore Theological College and entered 
Anglican ministry. Jean then became a clergy wife. They eventually came to  
Armidale in 1970.

Right from the beginning, Jean was involved in historical matters – archival work. In 1978 
she resumed her professional teaching at NEGS and worked under a number of Principals 
(Dr Milburn) She was a librarian, and taught English and French. She was loved by the girls, 
the staff and the Old Girls’.

On her retirement in 1994, she was invited 
by NEGS to stay on as the Archivist. She 
established the Archives Centre (1994) and 
worked at this constantly up until September 
2015. The building is named in her honour, the 
“Jean Newall Archive Centre”. This has become 
significant for the Old Girls’ of the school.

OG visits and the Old Girls’ Weekend in 
September were dear to her. She also worked 
hard on the St Peter’s Cathedral preserving 
history that would otherwise have been lost.

She became the first female President of The Armidale & District Historical Society, then 
its Patron and Life Member.

Jean was a prolific writer. She authored and co-authored many articles and books of an 
historical nature.

Her Books: So Great a Heritage 1990, Under the Friendly Walls 1995, St Mary’s West 
Armidale 1996, St Peter’s Cathedral, On This Rock – tour of the Cathedral  
and its precincts.

In 2006, Jean was awarded an Order of Australia Medal (OAM) for her “dedication to 
discovering and preserving the history of Armidale, St Peter’s Cathedral, and the New 
England Girls’ School”.

True to her character she valued this award not for herself but because it gave 
“recognition to the importance of local history and church history”.

Mrs Newall was authentically and genuinely interested in the political and social fabric of 
Australian its people and their interests. 

Jean will be sadly missed by all who knew and loved her.

right from the 
beginning, Jean 
was involved in 

historical  
matters 



31

N
EG

S 
O

ld
 G

irl
s’

 N
ew

s 
&

 N
ot

ic
es

AKAROA Semester Two 2015

in Port Fairy’s cavernous drill hall for the 
town’s annual Spring Music Festival. A year 
later, she spent three months in Malaysia, 
on a grant from Asialink, as visiting artist 
at the Institut Teknologi MARA, near Kuala 
Lumpur. In 2006, she won the Gippsland Art 
Gallery’s $10,000 John Leslie landscape prize. 
She exhibited regularly in Melbourne and 
Canberra galleries.

On the downside, the frequent moves – and 
her determination to put family first – 
arguably reduced the critical recognition that 
might have been hers had she stayed put in 
her Melbourne studio. Not that she wasted 
time on regrets: she was more interested in 
making her art than in selling it.

Besides, Brigid enjoyed the interruptions to 
her artistic career. These included a return to 
occupational therapy in the late 1970s as one 
of a team of doctors, nurses, therapists and 
social workers who launched a pioneering 
early childhood development program to 
assist disabled or disadvantaged children in 
the outer Melbourne suburb of Knox. Then 
there was a magical seven-month trip by 
campervan around and across the continent 
during which Brigid illustrated, and Peter 
wrote, dozens of articles for “The Age” 
about remote places of historic or symbolic 
significance to mark Australia’s bicentenary. 
These were later incorporated into their book, 
“Journey into Australia”.

Her 45-year career as a practicing artist 
culminated in a sell-out retrospective 
exhibition of her work at Melbourne’s Bridget 
McDonnell Gallery -- which a delighted Brigid 
was twice able to visit in a wheelchair before 
she died.

What the show demonstrated was Brigid’s 
lasting obsession with landscape and her 
playful dance between naturalism and 
abstraction. She was fascinated by the 
way different perspectives change views, 
the tensions between the natural and the 
man-made countryside, the marks on the 
land created by creeks, trees, roads, fences, 
fires, harvesters and ploughs. Increasingly, her 
images were of imagined aerial views.

Her sculptures -- made from lightweight, 
ephemeral materials (paper, cloth, string, 
bamboo) -- sometimes mimicked the ancient 
cultural remains found in museums. In others, 
she used sewing and embroidery to impose 
iconic status on banal domestic objects. 
Examples of her work have been acquired 
by the National Gallery of Australia, the 
State Library of Victoria, the ACT Legislative 
Assembly and various regional galleries and 
private collections.

Brigid was, incurably, an original -- much 
loved, and missed.  

By Peter Cole-Adams 

Miss Dulcie Brookshaw will be remembered 
by those who were at NEGS in the 50’s when 
she taught Geography and Maths. NEGS was 
her first teaching position.

Dulcie was born in South Melbourne , 
attended PLC then Melbourne University and 
after Teacher Training came to NEGS for five 
years ,returning in 1959 after overseas travel.

She left NEGS to be a Computer Programmer 
but, missing teaching, she joined the staff 
at Elwood High School and in 1966 became 
Chief of Staff at Shelford Grammer. This led 
to her appointment as Principal of Morongo 
Girls College in Geelong where she remained 
until her retirement fifteen years later.

In 1987 the veteran educator was deeply 
moved when the school opened the Dulcie 
Brookshaw Senior Centre.

It was obvious from the size of the 
congregation and the Eulogies at her funeral 
that Dulcie was remembered with respect and 
affection  and held in the highest regard by 
both colleagues and pupils.

She served on several professional 
committees and after retirement was 
active in her Parish and in the Community , 
particularly the Red Cross.

Being a good Victorian, she was a staunch 
supporter of her Footy team, remaining loyal 
even when her beloved South Melbourne was 
transformed into the Sydney Swans.

Lady Sally Croft (‘51 Mansfield) 

NEGS Old Girl 1947-1951

Sadly passed away  8 November 2015

Sally Patricia Mansfield is the daughter of Dr. 
Thomas Montagu Mansfield. She married Sir 
Owen Glendower Croft, 14th Bt., son of Sir 
Bernard Hugh Denman Croft, 13th Bt. and 
Helen Margaret Weaver, on 3 June 1959.

From 3 June 1959, her married name became 
Croft.

Children of Sally Patricia Mansfield and Sir 
Owen Glendower Croft, 14th Bt.. Patricia Alice 
Croft b. 1960 NEGS Old Girl - 1973-1978. 
Thomas Jasper Croft b. 3 Nov 1962 - TAS Old 
boy. Georgiana Croft b. 1964 NEGS Old Girl - 
1976-1981

She attended NEGS 1947-1951 and was 
President of the Old Girls 1971-1974. They 
lived at “Salisbury Court”, Uralla until they 
moved to Armidale.

Helen Estelle Whitfeld (nee Simpson ‘49) 
30�5�31 – 27�3�15 

Helen or ‘Simmo’ as, she was known to 
her school friends, was born on the 30th 
May 1931 at Lemington Private Hospital in 
Kempsey NSW. The eldest child of Ken and 
Clare Simpson.

Helen was sent to NEGS at the beginning of 
1946. Helen made many lifelong friends at 
NEGS, and always reminisced enthusiastically 
about the wonderful experience she was 
afforded by being sent away to school.  

During her school years, Helen spent 
many holidays experiencing country life 
with various school friends on their family 
properties. These times sparked a love of 
life in the bush, the people she met and the 
lifestyle it afforded. 

By 1949, Helen had finished at NEGS and in 
August commenced her training as a Nurse 
at the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children, 
Camperdown. In those days training ran for 
4 years. The friends she made during these 
days would also remain near and dear to her 
throughout her life. 

In 1955, Helen commenced Obstetrics at 
Royal North Shore Hospital and, subsequently 
went on the staff in 1956. 

In 1965, Helen married Myles Whitfeld, living 
on the property ‘Gineroi’ out of Bingara for 
the next 30 years. Son James was born in 
1969 and daughter Helen Elizabeth (85-90) 
in 1972.

The marriage of her daughter to Terry 
McFarland in 2000, prompted a move to 
Tamworth for the next 7 years and then 
subsequently to Sydney.

An unfortunate fall in a cinema in 2008 and 
the loss of an eye, was an incredible setback. 
The determination to drive again and remain 
independent exemplified her tremendous 
courage and strength of spirit. Right to the 
end she remained quick witted, opinionated, 
caring and compassionate. She got her wish 
to go, without fuss or circumstance. She died 
peacefully at home on the 27.3.15.

Mrs Margaret Anne Stokes-Hughes  
(‘49 Berg)

Sadly passed away 15/06/2015

Past council member - Past Sydney OGU 
President.

With regret I would like to inform the 
NEGS Old Girls’ of the death of my mother 
Margaret Anne Stokes-Hughes (Berg) on 
Monday 15 June�

Mum had been diagnosed with Dementia 
and had been at a special section within ARV 
Castle Hill for two and a half years.

She went peacefully with her three sons in 
attendance on that morning.

Mrs Joan Richards (‘41 Garland)

Sadly passed away 16/06/2015.



Traditionally, schools focus on cognitive intelligence, and success 
is measured by academic results only. At NEGS and St John’s, 
the focus of teaching and nurturing is far wider than cognitive 
success alone, instead, we focus additionally on social and 
emotional intelligence.

The Langley Group define Emotional intelligence as “a critical 
tool in business, yet often considered a ‘hard’ skill to pinpoint 
and master. This essential skill underpins our capacity to engage 
people, manage stress, make good decisions and remain agile – 
all success factors for leading and working in today’s fast-paced, 
uncertain world.”

These skills can be taught at school, and it is through our 
integrated Student Wellbeing program that we introduce this 
facet of positive psychology. Positive psychology seeks to 
enhance wellbeing by encouraging accomplishment, healthy 
relationships and positive emotions.

Current research into this area includes the study of Professor Lea 
Waters, University of Melbourne. Her research encourages schools 
to consider that curriculum which builds student character 
and wellbeing, is of equal importance to curriculum focusing 
on academic achievement. She has researched mindfulness in 
schools together with examining the effects of positive education 
interventions on student hope, optimism, and resilience.

She states that the media shapes what we believe about our 
fellow human beings and if we only ever hear about the atrocities 
in the world, then children might grow up with a cynical view 
of human nature. This does not mean that we should ignore the 
negative events that are going on in the world.

If we understand the world’s strengths, we can get a better 
understanding and perspective of the world’s problems. In Tutor 
Groups our teachers encourage the students to make an active 
effort to notice and share the positive qualities in human nature, 
especially stories of “everyday moral excellence” in our lives.

This should both engender hope in humanity and trigger an 
elevation effect, inspiring others to live up to those positive 
examples. Mrs Consuela Despi spoke to her Tutor group recently 
about the Character Strength of the week – Gratitude. One of 
our Year 9 students listened attentively and has been spreading 
joy in her year group and to teachers alike, through messages of 
affirmation and positivity. It is always amazing how one small act 
can create huge repercussions. This is how we envision Student 
Wellbeing@NEGS – it is about a positive culture including 
students, teachers, parents and families.

ANGELA SOLE 
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT WELLBEING

positive psychology seeks 
to enhance wellbeing by 

encouraging accomplishment, 
healthy relationships and 

positive emotions

Wellbeing @ NEGS

Year 11.


