
Special points of interest: 

 

 

ISSUE ONE 2017  

NEWSLETTER 

OUR LINCOLN OFFICE HAS MOVED 

From Napoleon Street ... 

… to St Andrew’s Terrace 

Our Port Lincoln office is now located at: 

56 St Andrew’s Terrace 

Port Lincoln  

T: 8683 1896 

Free call: 1800 309 912 
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Who are the FVLSAC team? 

With three offices in 

Port Augusta, Port  

Lincoln and Ceduna, 

FVLSAC provide legal 

help and support to  

Aboriginal victims of 

family violence. 

 

 

Kendall Field,  

Chief Executive Officer 

Carissa Bosch, 

Principal Legal Officer 

The Port Lincoln 

Team 

Bethany Lohmeyer, 

Lawyer 

Ella Dunstan, 

Lawyer 
Constance Mundy, 

Community Engagement/

Client Support Worker 

Talia Gerard, 

Admin Assistant 

Sharlene Pickett, 

Admin Assistant 

Lisa Abinett, 

Operations Manager 

Lesley Kirkwood, 

Lawyer 



Tiffany Collins, 

Admin Assistant 

Abby Paynter, 

Executive Assistant 

Heather Shearer, 

Community Engagement/ 

Client Support Worker 

The Port Augusta 

Team 

The Ceduna Team 

Fantasia Laughton, 

Community Engagement/ 

Client Support Worker 

Keturah Coleman, 

Admin Assistant  

Janell Mullan, 

Admin 

Assistant 



 

Ceduna events 

  

Coming soon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Office Open Day 

Come and meet our staff  

Fantasia, Keturah and Janell 

and see how FVLSAC can help 

you, your family, the commu-

nity or link with your service. 

Love Colours 

dates to follow 

10 May 2017 
  
 

10am til 3pm 
 

Ceduna  
Aboriginal  

Sporting Complex 

Sista 2 Sista  
Day 

 
Women for 

Women: 
 

supporting  
each other 

Come along and talk about how we can be there for each other and get some pampering love too. 



Port Lincoln events 

is moving from the Kuju Arts Shed to  

FVLSAC’s Program Room  

in our new office at  

56 St Andrews Terrace. 

Every Wednesday between 10am and 

3pm. 

Same faces, same great art work,  

new venue! 

Coming soon 

Unveiling the  

Healing Arts Community  

Exhibition 

From Fear to Freedom 
at 56 St Andrews Terrace 

date to follow 
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A yarn about Colleen and what FVLSAC do  

Meet Colleen.  She  is typical of our clients.  She is an 

Aboriginal woman who comes into our office after 

having attended at our Healing Arts program.  This is 

an arts and education program where community 

members can come and do art and receive some in-

formation about family violence and associated legal 

issues in a culturally safe environment.  At Healing 

Arts Colleen does not have to talk about her situation 

but she can come along and be with Aboriginal com-

munity members and listen to discussion.  Prior to 

attending at Healing Arts Colleen had two prior ap-

pointments with our service both of which she failed 

to attend.  She does not have a scheduled appoint-

ment today. 

Colleen tells us that her partner was locked up a few 

weeks ago and she thinks they are not meant to be 

seeing each other but they have been.  She says he 

has not hit her before and that he only hit her this 

time because he was drunk.  When asked, she replies 

that their three children were not present as she and 

her partner were at his cousin’s house drinking that 

night.  She says she does not want him in jail and 

wants him back at home.  She agrees for our service 

to contact Police and other agencies to get more in-

formation. 

Two unattended appointments later, our community 

engagement/client support worker and lawyer see 

Colleen at the local Aboriginal Health Service.  Colleen 

is seeing the health service to address issues around 

alcohol use.  She was referred to them by Families SA.  

The information our lawyer has obtained from Police 

states that there is an intervention order in place 

which prohibits all contact between Colleen and her 

partner.  That order has been breached and Colleen’s 

partner has been arrested for a further incident in 

which he again hit her.  One of their school aged chil- 

dren was present during the new incident which 

took place during school hours.   

Our lawyer gives Colleen a copy of the intervention 

order.  Our lawyer does not read the terms of the 

order to Colleen but explains what the order 

means.  Colleen seems to respond to having the 

physical document in her hand even though she 

does not read it, perhaps because she cannot.  Our 

lawyer expresses her concern about Families SA 

becoming involved and Colleen discloses that Fam-

ilies SA have been to her house to talk to her previ-

ously, before this incident occurred.  Colleen men-

tions that she has been drinking a bit lately and 

after being asked, agrees she has had problems 

with drinking and alcohol before. 

We then start working with Colleen around the 

intervention order, family violence and child pro-

tection concerns.  Our community engagement/

client support worker and lawyer work together to 

case manage Colleen’s legal and personal issues.  

We contact agencies and facilitate Colleen’s 

attendance at alcohol counselling.  Sometimes we 

take her to the appointments.  Sometimes the 

counsellor comes to appointments with Colleen at 

our office.  We try to engage Colleen with a par-

enting and children’s centre.  Sometimes Colleen 

attends with her kids and sometimes she does not.  

We are able to communicate with Families SA 

about their concerns around family violence and 

substance abuse.  We tell Colleen about the risk 

that her children could be removed if she does not 

address the concerns outlined by Families SA.  Col-

leen goes to our Sista 2 Sista Day, our quarterly 

gathering of Aboriginal women for a day of pam-

pering and legal education.  We give a presentation 

about the impact of family violence on children  



and their behaviour and the types of legal action that Families SA can take to intervene and remove chil-

dren.  We show a video and cook kangaroo tails and damper. 

One month later, for the first time Colleen makes her own appointment and comes in to our office by her-

self.  She tells our lawyer her partner has taken her middle child and only son.  Family have told her that 

her partner is taking her son out to traditional lands hundreds of kilometres away.  Remembering the chil-

dren are not included on the intervention order, our lawyer begins the process of applying to the Federal 

Circuit Court to seek orders that Colleen’s son be returned to her care.  Our staff re-connect Colleen with 

her counsellor while proceedings are commenced. 

Our engagement with Colleen continues.  Our staff will try their best to encourage Colleen to be safe and 

address her drinking issues, complying with the intervention order and in keeping the children in her care 

by obtaining parenting orders and avoiding child protection proceedings.   

Hopefully Colleen will see that our office and our programs are a safe place for her to be and that our staff 

are committed to helping her deal with  these issues to bring a positive outcome for her and her family. 

*Please note Colleen is not a client of our service but her situation is typical of our clients. 

… a yarn about Colleen continued 

The Ochre Ribbon 

Campaign is an  

Initiative of the  

National Family  

Violence Prevention 

Legal Services.   

It aims to unify  

community and  

inspire all to work  

together to end family 

violence in Aboriginal 

communities. 

White Ribbon  

Australia’s focus is 

stopping violence  

before it occurs, by 

challenging the deeply 

ingrained attitudes, 

social norms and pow-

er inequalities that 

give rise to men’s  

violence against  

women and gender 

inequality.  

The key to the White Ribbon movement is the engagement of men in the  

prevention of violence against women.  
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FVLSAC acknowledges the traditional owners of the lands across Australia and particularly the 
traditional owners in Port Augusta, Port Lincoln and Ceduna, the lands on which the FVLSAC offices are 

situated.  We pay our deep respects to Elders past, present and future. 

PORT AUGUSTA 
26 Jervois Street  

Ph:  08 8641 2195 

Freecall: 1800 111 052 

PORT LINCOLN 
56 St Andrew’s Tce 

Ph:  08 8683 1896 

Freecall  1800 309 912 

CEDUNA 
17 McKenzie Street 

Ph:  08 8625 3800 

Freecall 1800 839 059 

Proudly funded by 

the Australian 

Government 

Department of the 

Prime Minister and 

Cabinet 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Ceduna 

 Yalata Outreach  

 Sista 2 Sista Day - 10 May 2017 

For further information please call Fantasia Laughton on 08 8625 3800. 

Port Lincoln 

 Healing Arts (each Wednesday from 10am until 3 pm) 

 Community Art Exhibition dates to be advised 

 

For further information please call Connie Mundy on 08 8683 1896. 

Port Augusta 

 Davenport Healing Arts (First Tuesday of the Month) 

 Sista 2 Sista Day —June 2017 

 

For further information please call Heather Shearer on 08 8641 2195. 




