Shoalhaven residents have a great track
record on recycling.
Every effort to reduce landfill results in better
outcomes for our environment and our
economy.
Which is why it is so important to get
recycling right.

Future landfill reduction

When non-recyclable or the wrong
recyclable items are placed in the Yellow
Bin they always end up in landfill.

The Yellow Bin is here to stay

In 2021 it is expected that the new Resource Recovery
Facility (RRF) in West Nowra will be operational. This
state-of-the-art facility will divert over 90% of mixed
waste (the Red Bin) from landfill. Everything that can
be reused or recycled is extracted in one process.
Despite this technological advancement, there is
still not a single solution for the challenges of waste
management and reduction.
When the RRF is operational, the Yellow Bin collection
and sorting will remain the same. These materials
will continue to be sorted and recycled at a local
specialised materials recovery facility, as it is now.
Sorting a mix of mostly recyclable items is not as
involved, nor as energy intensive as producing
recyclable products from mixed wastes.
For more information about this facility please visit
getinvolved.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au and search RRF.

This results in extra time, energy and
resources used to divert the waste,
PLUS
missed opportunities for recyclable material
to be reprocessed into new materials.
Some waste, such as soft plastic, rubber
hoses, metal or wooden rods can seriously
damage machinery, leading to temporary
Keep up to date with the latest tips, events and
closures of the recycling facility.
workshops that can help you live more sustainably.
So please, use this guide to get your recycling
Sign up to our FREE newsletter by emailing
white
primary
right.
wasteadmin@shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au
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How to avoid your recycling going to landfill

What happens to your
Kerbside & Recycling Waste

Answers to some common confusion about what is recyclable

What plastic is that?

LANDFILL

The Yellow Bin
RECYCLING
• Transported to the
sorting facility in
Bomaderry.
• Recyclable material
is sorted and
separated then
distributed to
various recycling
facilities across
the country and
overseas.
• Recycling avoids
precious resources
going to landfill.

The Red Bin
LANDFILL
• The waste material in
every red bin in the
Shoalhaven is sent
to the West Nowra
Recycling and Waste
Depot and deposited
directly into landfill.
• Over 28,000 tonnes of
household waste ends
up here annually.
• There is no sorting or
recovery of materials
presented in the red
bin loads. When
recyclables end up in
landfill, those precious
resources are lost.
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Single use plastic is one of the most damaging waste
materials to our environment both on land and sea.
As consumers it is always best to avoid plastics but
sometimes that’s not always achievable. When it
can’t be reused, the next best thing we can do is to
black primary
ensure that we are recycling our plasticscorp
correctly.
There are 2 types of plastic which can be determined
corp black business
easily with THE SCRUNCH TEST.

HARD

SOFT

• It may be crushed with some effort,
but it can NOT be scrunched into a ball

• Can EASILY be
scrunched into
a ball

Hard Plastics go into the Yellow Bin.
Soft Plastics CANNOT go into the Yellow Bin but can
be recycled at Coles and Woolworths supermarkets.
Look for the ‘Redcycle’ bins. Visit redcycle.net.au for
a list of items classified as soft plastic.

Is it polystyrene?

Meat trays commonly found in supermarkets are
either hard plastic or polystyrene.
Hard plastic meat trays can be recycled in the
Yellow Bin but please remove the soft plastic cover
and the absorption pad. (Place these in the red bin).
Polysytrene (foam) food containers can not be
recycled and must go in the Red Bin. They usually can
be torn, or can crack when folded.

Is it Foil?

The only foil that can be
recycled in the Yellow Bin
is aluminium foil.
Silver ‘foils’ used in chip packs and biscuit wraps
contain several different plastic components
and therefore CANNOT go in the Yellow Bin.
These wrappings are soft plastics and can be
recycled at the Coles and Woolworths.

Medicine blister packs
CANNOT be recycled and
must go in the red bin.

What to do with lids?
Metal Lids
• Remove lid. Place container and lid
both in the yellow bin separately

Plastic Lids
• Remove lid and place container in
the Yellow Bin and lid in the Red Bin
OR
• Keep lid on: Crush plastic container,
replace lid then put in the Yellow Bin
Lids for Kids is a non-for-profit, community
driven project that recycles plastic lids into
prosthetic hands for children. To find out
where to take your lids, what lids are accepted
and more information about this great
initiative visit facebook and search Lids for
Kids Illawarra.

Your Yellow Bin Guide. The Ins, Outs & Other Recycling Options
What goes IN the Yellow Bin

What stays OUT of the Yellow Bin

Glass Bottles & Jars
Anything that was once used as containers for
food, beverages or medication

Other Glass

• Remove metal lids. Place lid and bottle in yellow bin
• Remove plastic lids and place plastic lids in red bin
• Don’t worry about removing stickers or labels

Paper & Flattened Cardboard
• Remove any plastic wrapping. This is soft plastic so can
be taken to the supermarket for recycling
• Remove any polystyrene packaging. This can be taken
to Council Recycling & Waste Depots for recycling.
Please do not put in the yellow bin

Milk & Juice Containers
HARD Plastic
Containers
Eg: Bottles containing
milk, detergents,
sauce, skin care,
beverages, shampoo
Plastic containers
used for biscuits, meat,
take-aways and fruit

LANDFILL
BIN

These items can’t go in the
Yellow Bin but there are alternative
recycling options.

These items can’t go in the Yellow Bin
but they can be recycled at Council
Recycling & Waste Depots for FREE.

Food Contaminated Paper & Cardboard
eg: pizza and donut boxes

Shredded Paper
Add to your compost

Foam (expanded polystyrene)

Plastic Hoses, Binding & Strapping

Food Waste
Add to your compost

Take-away Coffee Cups

Rinse out food and beverage
containers with used
dishwater to prevent odours.

• Reuse for household rags
• Offer unwanted textiles to local businesses
(rags for mechanics, towels for vets)
• Donate wearable good quality clothing

E-Waste (electronic waste)
• eg: Computers, Mobile Phones, TVs
• Must be FULLY INTACT

Whitegoods

User-Pay Services

Improve your garden’s health
• Deposit green waste at Council
Recycling & Waste Depots
• Green waste pick-up service from your
home address
• Order a larger Red Bin to increase
capacity to take green waste
For more information regarding fees and
services visit Council’s website or call
Waste Services on 4429 3111.

Free!

Shoalhaven City Council offers
FREE composting workshops.
Visit Council’s website for
more information.

Avoid waste in the first place

Scrap Metal

Free!

Green Waste NEVER goes into the
Yellow Bin.
Your options for disposal are:

• Remove plastic lids and place in red bin

Never place your
recyclable materials
into a plastic shopping
bag before putting into
the yellow bin.
Bags are not opened
at the recycling facility
and so this valuable
material will go
directly to landfill.

NO black food trays
(eg: meat trays)

Textiles

Green (Garden) Waste
Home Composting

• Collect to a minimum size of a tennis ball for recycling
• Avoid contamination with food

eg: shopping bags, bread packs, chip packs

• (refrigerant removal fee applies for some
whitegoods)

Metal Containers
eg: aerosol cans, aluminium and steel cans

Aluminium Foil

• White sheets or boxes only (typically what
you’d find in electronic goods packaging)
• NO small particles
• Clean (free of food or dirt)

Soft Plastic
Major supermarkets offer return bins

General Garbage
While there are household items that
can not go into your Yellow Bin there
are many FREE recycling options you
can use before disposing of those
items in your red landfill bin.

Empty ALL containers
of their contents.

Don’t waste fresh water.
Your recyclables don’t need to
be spotlessly clean!

Plate glass, window glass, mirrors, light globes,
drinking glasses and broken glass

All of the above items go into the Red Bin

Please...

Free!

Free!

Community Recycling Centres are FREE drop off
centres and are located at all Council Recycling &
Waste Depots.
These are for the following household
problem waste items that should not be
placed in either bin.
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Car
Batteries

Household
Batteries

Fluoro
Globes

Gas
Bottles

Smoke
Detectors
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Motor
Oils

Other
Oils

Oilcorp
Based
Water
Based
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Paints
Paints
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Free!
Buy-Back Centres (Tip Shops)
These are located at select Council
Recycling & Waste Depots and are
available for you to dispose, for FREE,
items you no longer have a use for.
We accept items in good working
condition that are considered worthy
of resale. Items include furniture,
books, toys, bathroom fittings,
hardware, sports equipment, crockery
and building material.
Please note: Items considered worthy
of resale are at the discretion of Depot
staff.

