
Baptist News
May 2017

together in mission

2
Easter Camp 
2017

in
si

de
…

4
Global Interaction

6
News from the 
Churches

8
M&M Camp

Easter Camp 2017

Easter Camp 2017 -  see page 2



together in mission
May 2017

2

It's not over!
Mike Mills, 
State Executive Minister

Easter is over. The extra-long weekend, the 
time spent with family and friends, the over 
consumption of chocolate, it is all a distant 
memory. But what about the cross, what 
about the resurrection? Have they already 
faded into the background too?

After Easter there were some posts on social 
media of church signs from the U.S. One 
read: “Christians, Happy Easter; Jews, Happy 
Passover; Atheists, Good Luck!” While I initially 
chuckled a bigger part of me grieved at the 
message that this sent to those who were not 
yet followers of Jesus. It sets up an ‘us and 
them’ picture, the haves and the have-nots; it 
doesn’t invite others to explore. But another 
sign read “YOLO LOL. JK, BRB – JESUS”. I confess 
I needed my teenage son to decode this – 
“You only live once (laugh out loud). Joking, 
be right back – Jesus”. I love that this seeks 
to connect with a whole new generation 
and that it provides an open posture for 
engagement.

You see Easter is never really over! It is 
because of Easter that Jesus, once he had 
risen, says:

Rostrevor Baptist Church
16 April 2017

Praise God for men like Mark following 
Christ ! (photo below right)

Baptisms
Follow me…

“God authorized and commanded me 
to commission you: Go out and train 
everyone you meet, far and near, in this 
way of life, marking them by baptism in 
the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice 
of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with 
you as you do this, day after day after day, 
right up to the end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:18-20. The Message)

May is “Mission Month” for our Baptist 
movement and how appropriate that it 
should follow on from Easter. Because Jesus, 
through his life, suffering, death, resurrection 
and ascension, has been enthroned as King 
of all, so he commissions us to disciple others 
that they might know this Jesus-life as we do. 
How is Easter being worked out in your life in 
the light of this ‘great commission”?

Hallett Cove Baptist Church
Easter Sunday 16 April 2017

Cheryl Stevens by Pastor David Chambers at 
Brighton Beach (photo below)

Easter Camp 
2017
Easter Monday afternoon, with tired 
eyes, bonfire-scented jackets and high 
spirits we pile into cars and buses to 
make the trip from Investigator Collage, 
Goolwa back to our homes in Adelaide. 
Thus ends another successful SA Baptist 
Easter Camp.

This year we saw over 250 campers and 
80 leaders come together to celebrate 
and learn more about the significance 
of the Easter celebration. We heard 
from our camp speakers Tim and Amy 
Hawke on the topic of Heroes. They took 
it in turns to look at different ‘heroes 
of the faith’ in the bible, ending with 
Jesus as the ultimate hero and how 
we, in following Him, can be heroes by 
serving and loving one another. We saw 
many first time commitments to Jesus 
from our campers, and even more make 
the decision to get baptised in their 
churches after camp. 

The perfect autumn sunshine made 
for great community time with games 
such as bible smuggling, and various 
water games featuring slip ‘n’ slides and 
gym balls! It also allowed for beautiful 
clear nights as we engaged in ‘creative 
worship’, an interactive walk through 
the passion sequence leading up to the 
crucifixion of Jesus and the physical 
nailing of our sins onto the cross. 

On our second year based on the 
Investigator Collage campus at Goolwa, 
we can see that excitement and 
momentum around our Easter Camp 
continues to build. We cannot wait to 
see what God continues to do in the 
lives of the young people who attended 
camp, and look forward to planning to 
do it all again in 2018!
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Sunday March 19th 2017 was a special day 
on the Clare Baptist Church calendar. We 
had the joy of witnessing 8 precious people 
from the congregation going through the 
waters of baptism. Started off the day 
with the church service which included 
testimonies from most of the candidates. 
The church family enjoyed lunch together 
then travelled to the swimming pool at Josh 
& Sarina King’s home for the 8 baptisms. 
Those baptised were:-  Bruce & Amanda 
Coad, Stephen Hanley, Heidi Wenham, 
Christina Kamin, Craig & Leon Kalemba and 
Anna Ottens.

Clare Baptist Christian Centre

Glorious time, 
glorious day, 
Glorious God!!

As a church family we have experienced 
several highs this year & a big low of which 
was the sad loss of a young mother who 
lost her battle to cancer leaving her 4 young 
children in the care of family members. We do 
have the blessed assurance she is now with 
the Lord! Praise the Lord!

On the high side...a baby shower for an 
expectant mother, a ‘Kitchen Tea’ for a bride 
to be plus a guys fun afternoon for the groom 
to be, all being topped off with the wedding in 
the Clare Baptist Church on Passover Saturday.

How great is our God!

Baptist World Aid

A fate like May’s*
by Samara Linehan

May is mum of 
7, and she knows 
how important 
it is to speak out 
when she sees 
something that 
could threaten 
children in her 
community. Why? 
Because of her 
own experience… 
Because of the 
life she was once 
forced to live.

May was just 16 when she was sold into 
prostitution.  At a time when young girls should 
be going to school and spending time with their 
friends, May was already working as a domestic 
cleaner and bearing the burden of helping her 
family to survive. So, when the offer of a higher 
paying job came along, it was just too good to 
refuse. Sadly, it was also too good to be true.

“It was only when I reached that place my heart 
sank,” says May. “The job she was taking me to 
was prostitution.

May was forced to work in that brothel for more 
than a year. Selling her body over, and over again 
so she could buy back her own freedom. 13 years 
later, and the horror of what she experienced as 
just a young girl is still very real. But brave May is 
reliving it now so she can warn others.

 “It’s very embarrassing to tell you my story…  
(but) if I do not share my story… there will be 
many children who will be harmed,” says May, 
because, heartbreakingly, her experience is not 
unusual.

Girls just like May, and even younger, are 
trafficked and sold into child marriage, 
prostitution and other forms of bonded labour 
every day.  That’s why the Baptist World Aid 
Vulnerable Children Fund supports important 
work to help families protect their girls and boys 
from a fate like May’s. 

When you give to the Vulnerable Children Fund, 
you help to educate families so they won’t be 
taken in by the lies of child-traffickers. You also 
reduce the risk of trafficking by assisting poor 
and vulnerable families increase their incomes, 
provide for their children, and keep them safe in 
school. And your generosity ensures that mums 
and dads are taught the needs and rights of their 
children… thank you!

May is a survivor. And thanks to the Vulnerable 
Children Fund, and the generosity of Australians 
like you, May is now using her experience to 
make sure other precious children do not live 
through the same horrors that she lived through.

* May’s name has been changed for privacy and protection 

baptistworldaid.org.au/
vulnerable-children-fund

Thanks to our Lord for young ladies 
like Madalynn choosing to follow Him.

Rostrevor Baptist Church
16 April 2017

Lanterns of Saigon 
Charity Ball
5 August 2017
Fully catered for event with a 3 course meal, 
drinks & entertainment and a Vietnamese 
theme.

Early bird tickets are available until the 
end of June and are $100 each or $950 for 
a table of ten.   Tickets can be purchased 
online at https://www.trybooking.com/
book/event?eid=259699 or by email david@
webcoders.com.au | phone 0434874252

Please consider coming or organise a group for 
a table. 

Proceeds towards a project to provide 
permanent home care for group of 100 
children who are without a permanent home.  
This project will be fully under the arm and 
authority of Hoa and Company of Grace. 
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Good Boundaries?
In sending Jesus, God crossed the ultimate boundary between heaven 
and earth, so that all people would have the opportunity to know 
him. For the same reason, God calls us to cross all sorts of boundaries 
– including cultural ones – with the life-transforming message of 
Jesus.

These days, in a fast paced world, we’re often encouraged to 
establish ‘good boundaries’ – that is, to have a clear understanding 
of what our responsibilities and obligations are (and aren’t). With so 
much happening, so many opportunities, so much to do, we’re told 
that without good boundaries, we may not survive!

But what if instead of establishing boundaries, Jesus asked us to 
break some of them down?

In the early pages of John’s Gospel we find Jesus deeply immersed in 
His own Jewish culture on mission to His own people, ministering in 
His own language, culture and religious heritage.

But in chapter 4 Jesus’ direction changes dramatically. He travels 
from the Jewish heartland to the marginal region of Samaria, 
where He has a remarkable encounter with a woman at a well. 
The transition Jesus makes here is not only geographical. Jesus 
also crosses the barrier of culture, ethnicity, gender and social 
convention, to the amazement of all.

From then on in the New Testament we find the followers of Jesus 
launching out under the propulsion of the Holy Spirit, crossing 
boundaries to share the Good News of Jesus.

Today 42% of people on Earth are in least-reached people groups, 
meaning they are effectively outside of the reach of the Gospel. 
There are significant boundaries to be crossed to be able to share 
the Gospel with them. Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman 
at the well provides an example that Global Interaction cross-
cultural workers seek to follow each day.

This May, will you consider partnering with them? Will you break 
down a boundary or two, so that all people can have an encounter 
with Jesus? Will you be involved with churches around Australia 
this May to focus on praying, teaching and giving to cross-cultural 
mission? Your partnership is essential to make an impact on the 
least-reached who have yet to have an encounter with Jesus.

If I can be of any assistance to you and your church this May or 
beyond, please don’t hesitate to be in touch with me at the Baptist 
Centre. All the best for May 2017!

Luke Hutchinson 
State Director SA/NT
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Dema and Carolyn Thangradema have been serving in 
Thailand since 2010. It is exciting that through their 
ministry and that of the Thailand team, faith communities 
are forming, local leaders are being trained, and people 
are being baptised – most recently, 7 people this past 
February!

Dema and Carolyn, and their children Grace and Daniel, 
will be in SA this June-August on home assignment. They 
would love to meet with you and your church, to share 
stories of God at work in Thailand. Please be in contact 
with us at the Baptist Centre if you’d like to organise a time 
to meet with them.

Ian D
icks

Ian Dicks continues on – well 
beyond 20 years now – in 
his role as cross-cultural 
worker in Malawi. Several 
times a year Ian travels 
to Malawi to work on the 
dictionary project, to meet 
with local leaders and 
faith communities, and 
to resource and equip the 
Global Interaction team in 
Malawi and Mozambique. 
Ian’s significant experience 
continues to be a blessing to 
many.
 
With this important work 
continuing, please continue 
to pray for and support Ian, 
so that more and more Yawo 
people can continue to meet 
Jesus.

Catherine has been a cross-
culturally worker in Cambodia 
since 2009. Working alongside 
the Windus family in a tennis 
program, Catherine has also 
been building relationships 

Rob and Deb Griffith are South Australia’s newest cross-
cultural workers to be serving with Global Interaction. 
Beginning long-term cross-cultural work in Cambodia just 
prior to Christmas 2016, Rob and Deb are now immersed in 
culture and language learning. This is providing for them a 
wonderful platform to form relationships with Khmer people, 
so that they might have opportunity to share the Good News 
of Jesus.

Please be praying for their ongoing transition into Khmer 
culture, and that Khmer hearts and minds will be moved by 
the gift of peace and wholeness, found in Jesus.

Ro
b 
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e with Khmer women in 
Siem Reap city, and with a 
family in a village an hour 
out of town.

Catherine is currently 
in Australia on home 
assignment, also spending 
time with her Mum. 
She plans to return to 
Cambodia in early 2018 to 
deepen in her relationships 
and to explore the impact 
of trauma on Khmer 
society. Catherine would 
love to meet with any 
interested people, so 
please contact us at the 
Baptist Centre if you would 
like to hear about what is 
unfolding in Cambodia.
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For prayer…
MAY       
M15 Pray for Baptist Care and its 
commitment to following Jesus.    Pray 
too for the safety of Baptist Care staff.                                   
T16 BWAAust: Pray for women affected by 
violence in the Middle East.   Thank God for 
the faithful work of our Christian partners 
which blesses women in dire need.     
W17 West Beach: Pray for our youth group 
meeting on alternate Friday evenings during 
school terms.  Pray that the leaders will 
be guided and encouraged by our Lord!.    
T18 GIA: Pray for Andy and Rachel 
Stevens who are looking forward to 
joining the Yawo team in Malawi.
F19-S21 Pray for Growing Together in Marriage 
weekend at Barossa Weintal Resort, Tanunda. 
S20 Autumn Assembly at Enfield.
S21 Pray for Mike Mills and staff, 
Andrew Turner (Church Development 
Facilitator), Melinda Cousins (Dir. Ministry 
Accreditation), Beth Hoy (Next Gen 
Ministry Facilitator) and Elliot Keane 
(Leadership Development Facilitator).    
M22 Baptist Care: Pray for Paul Scully, 
Tim Johnson and the Board.   Thank the 
Lord for His provision of Baptist Care.
T23 Continue to pray for the 
Mills family at Kompiam. 
W24 Pray for revival.
T25 GIA: Pray for Luke and Rachel 
Hutchinson and family as they 
prepare for service in Cambodia. 
F26 Clovercrest: Baptist Youth Gathering 
- pray for the 300 youth from across the 
state who will gather to worship.
S27 GIA: Marc and Rachel Jericho 
and sons are preparing for service 
in Cambodia.   Pray for them.
S28 Thank God for Alpha courses.
M29 GIA: Keep praying for Rob and Deb as 
they learn how to communicate in Khmer. 
T30 BWAAust: Thank God that, when 
we bless an individual, a family, even a 
whole community, can be transformed.
W31 Hoa: Thank God for the disabled who 
are able to return to the community.
JUNE 
T1 Pray for Baptist Care volunteers.     
F2 GIA: Pray that Dema & Carolyn’s 
practical support of Pa Duan would 
open her eyes to God’s love.   
S3 Pray for President Jason Hoet.
S4 GIA: Pray for Cate Rogers’ time in Australia. 
M5 SA Assembly Board and 
committees meet today.   Pray.
T6 Pray for Baptist Care homeless 
services to be effectively funded.
W7 GIA: The English-Ciyawo 
dictionary is nearing completion.      
T8 Salisbury: Pray for the church to 
grow and be effective in evangelism 
and making disciples.
F9 GIA: Pray for Board members 
Heather Coleman and David Bird
S10-M12 M&M camp for children years 3-7 
at Mylor Baptist Camp.   They will be hearing 
from speaker Andrew McDonough and 
learning about mission in Thailand – pray.
S11 Pray for our pastors.

news from our

Churches

In 1910 a group of South Australian Baptists 
moved to live in the village of Orakandi 
of what today is Bangladesh to serve a 
community of Namasudras Bengalis.  The 
group was led by Dr Cecil Mead, who 
facilitated contacts that allowed the 
community educational, social and medical 
opportunities.  At the time he established 
a high school for the locals.  The school still 
operates today as the Mead Memorial High 
School.  Rev Torrey Wilson visited Orakandi 
last year and noted that the two class room 
blocks needed roofs replaced and tin walls 
renewed so that students can be protected 
from the weather while they study.  Flinders 
Street Baptist Church, as part of their May 
Missions emphasis, invite you to help in this 
by supporting the Mead Memorial Concert.

Flinders Street Baptist Church

Mead Memorial Concert
Mead Memorial Concert

Saturday 3 June 2017 | 7.30 pm

Flinders Street Baptist Church
65 Flinders Street, Adelaide

Proceeds towards the restoration of the 
century-old Mead Memorial HIgh School 

in Bangladesh

Tickets priced at $25 ($20 concession) 
may be purchased from the Flinders Street 

Baptist Church office (08 82223 4550) 
or at the door on the night

Supper included

Donations are welcome

SA Baptist History Group
The next meeting will be on Friday 23rd June at 4.30pm in the Raws Room at Flinders Street 
Baptist.  There will be a light tea and a donation for this would be appreciated.

The speaker will be Gordon Crabb who will speak on his research 

‘Bush Tracks; Mount Cooper Circuit 1912-1981’    

Gordon writes,  

'At the turn of the 20th century, South Australian Baptists became passionate about Home 
Missions. As a result, a number of churches and circuits were established. Some failed whilst 
others survived. The Mount Cooper Circuit centred first in Colley and then Port Kenny, served 
the district for 70 years. It is a story that despite numerous hardships, these missioners 
doggedly, and with applaudable courage provided spiritual and emotional nurture to those 
whom they served.’

Secure a future for  
those who have nothing.

Our purpose is to ensure the continuity of strategically important 
services delivered by Baptist Care in South Australia. Your gift will be 

diligently managed and will make a genuine and  
transformational difference.

To learn more about our work visit: 
www.baptistcaresa.org.au  or call (08) 8273 7106.

Investing to Transform Lives.
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GROWING TOGETHER
IN   MARRIAGE   2017

Take time out for a retreat weekend that allows 
God to work in your marriage helping it become 

the best it can be.
May 19-21 |  Weintal, Resort, Tanunda
June 23-25 |  Weintal, Resort, Tanunda
Sept 1-3 |  Weintal, Resort, Tanunda
Nov 3-5 |  Weintal, Resort, Tanunda
For more information 
Rob and Lee Allen (8331 7061 | 0438892 980)
   Email: robleeallen@gmail.com
Lesley and Fred Vince, (0423 762 458)
	 	 	 Email:	flvince@bigpond.com.au

Harmony Day

A splash 
in the 
city!
Where would you go to see people standing 
side by side in kangaroo skins, belly-dancing 
outfits and kilts? Our Harmony Day in the 
City celebration of course!

From the first Australians to the newest 
arrivals, we all contribute to a rich, diverse 
society. Baptist Care is proud to have been 
a key organiser of what is arguably one of 
brightest and most joyful events on the 
calendar.  Six hundred and fifty people and 
performers from all over the world came 
together to celebrate our diversity and enjoy 
a smorgasbord of global 
delights. 

Harmony Day is a great 
way for us to not just 
‘consume’ culture, 
but to make personal 
connections with people 
of different backgrounds 
from our own and to see 
each other in a new light.

Addresses by two 
impressive young 
women (Youth Governor Appurva Raaj and 
C.A.S. Hawker Scholar Shamisiya Mohammadi) 
were followed by a stunning line-up that 
included performances from the Tamil, 
Nepalese, Turkish, Scottish, Indonesian and 
Columbian communities, as well as activities 
such as henna, face painting, story-telling, arts 

Sacred Agents

Peripheral 
Vision
Sacred agents need to be alert and ready for 
action. This is the first in a series on having our 
senses heightened by God’s Spirit. Stay tuned 
for Eavesdropping, Iocane-Tasting, Rat-Smelling 
and Detonator-Touching…

Effective sacred agents need to have great 
vision, more than anyone else. Racing drivers? 
Meh. Heart surgeons? It’s right there under 
lights, the pumpy thing. Sports stars? Don 
Bradman had lousy eyesight. But sacred 
agents need constantly to know what’s going 
on around them. We need clarity of focus, and 
we especially need peripheral vision.

In the movies, an agent can be surrounded by 
eight thugs and yet win the fight because only 
one thug attacks at a time while the others 
usefully dance around looking aggressive. Real 
life isn’t like that. Agents have a lot going on 
all around them. And novices fall for the old 
look-over-here-while-I-attack-from-over-there 
trick.

We need peripheral vision to avoid such 
hits. We can get lured down the alley-way 
of debating what’s right and wrong, and 
suddenly realise we’ve been duped into 
Pharisaism. We can dive into serving the 
poor and only later realise we’ve unwittingly 
reinforced a cycle of dependence. 

But we need peripheral vision in a positive 
way, too. Sometimes we wonder why God 
doesn’t seem to be doing much, but it’s just 
that he’s not moving where we’re looking 
(ahem TV & Facebook). God’s always up to 
something, but so often on the margins, 
among people we don’t even see and in ways 
we don’t even notice.

We need better peripheral vision to see and 
respond to opportunities and dangers all 
around us. Holy Spirit, heighten our senses! 
Prepare us for action!

Stop for a moment and think: Where are you 
looking? What are you focused on? What has 
taken up most of your attention this week? 
And then ask: Is there something else going 
on?

Andrew Turner is our Church Development Facilitator. 
You can interact with this and other articles on his blog 
www.sacredagents.net

Australia 
Tamil Arts 

performers 
strike a pose 

and crafts and cooking demonstrations. 

It was a true feast for the senses – with 
colourful costumes, exotic music and the 
smell and sounds of tantalizing dishes and a 
dozen different languages in the air. 

“We’re dedicated to helping create a society 
where everyone belongs and feels valued. 
Harmony Day is also a chance for us to show 
Christ’s unconditional love and acceptance 
for everyone,” said Baptist Care Volunteer 
Coordinator, Bryan Hughes.

Thank you to all our 
wonderful speakers 
and performers, and 
to our friends at the 
Migration Museum, 
Lutheran Community 
Care, Welcome to 
Australia, Australian 
Refugee Association, 
Multicultural 
Communities Council 
of SA and Adelaide City 
Council. 

Dancers from the Garrick Stewart 
Highland Dancing School put on a show
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pORT DOuGLAS
Beautiful	3	bedroom	villa	in	private	tropical	
garden	with	pool.		The	perfect	place	to	relax	and	
refresh.		Enquiries:	www.20fronds.com.au

LONDON B&B
In	lovely	home,	self-catering	facilities,	spacious	
rooms, easy city access, reasonable rates. 
Email: rachelallen1234@gmail.com
Telephone:	0011	44	2086946538

Hallett Cove Baptist Church
Church spaces for hire or 
casual rent
Hallett Cove Baptist have available for hire 
or casual rent their church auditorium, 
youth hall, kitchen and meeting room. 

These are available for times when not in 
use for church services and activities.

Suitable for support groups, 
conferences, craft groups, drama groups  or 
staff meetings.

For more information please contact 
the church office 9.30- 12pm Tues-Thurs 
83226469 or Pastor David Chambers on 
0406295962

Saturday 20 May, 6.30	pm
Café De Vili’s

Cnr	Manchester	Street	&	South	Road
Mile	End	South

Cost: Reasonable!
RSVP by 16 May2017

Helen & Brian, 8341 8283  
(in emergency only 0411 772 475)

All welcome to join us

Baptist 40+ Singles

2017

Morialta Charitable Trust Fund 
Morialta Charitable Trust Fund has been supporting      
disadvantaged Children, Young People and their families 
in South Australia through its annual program of        
Distributions for 40 years. 
 

To enable the Fund to continue this support through      
Community Organisations in South Australia Morialta  
Charitable Trust Fund seeks donations from the public. 
 

Donations of $2- and above are Tax Deductible and can 
be forwarded to the Morialta Charitable Trust Fund                   
at 38 Donegal Street, Norwood  SA 5067. 

www.baptistcaresa.org.au

DYING WELL CONFERENCE 
19 & 20 June 2017  

We will all face death, and living well until the end of life is something most people 
wish to experience. Preparing for a good death can help people achieve the best  
possible end to life. A good death meets the dying person’s physical,  
psychological, social and spiritual needs. You are invited to explore these aspects and 
more at this conference so together we can help people to die well.

Keynote Speakers:
• Dr Lawrie Palmer, Palliative Care Physician speaking on ‘What does dying well 

mean?’  

• Rev Dr Russell Bartlett, SA Baptist pastor and spiritual director speaking on 
‘How Christian theology deals with the problem of suffering’

• Niki Vasilakis, internationally renowned violinist will play from her latest CD 
‘Sacred’ and share how music can bring comfort, deep peace, and an  
encounter with God

• Many other speakers with practical information from their work, ministry and 
lived experience will share on related topics that will benefit people involved in 
pastoral care, ministry or those working with people at the end of life 

When:  9am -5pm, Monday 19 & Tuesday 20 June 2017

Where: Nunyara Conference Centre, 5 Burnell Drive, Belair

Cost: $200 for two days; $120 single day; $250 with accommodation Monday night

Register via Eventbrite: www.eventbrite.com.au and type into search ‘Dying Well’

For more information, please contact 0409 921 337, 8273 7100 or email 
avanloon@baptistcaresa.org.au


