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Dear Parents 
 
Welcome to Swan Valley Anglican Community School. We look forward to a wonderful 
year of fun filled, meaningful and successful learning experiences with your child. 
 
This booklet aims to provide you with important information about your child’s year with 
us. 
 
 
Staff  

 
Principal                                      Mr Jason Bartell            
Associate Principal, Early Childhood  Mrs Joanne Wainwright 
Head of Department, Early Childhood Mrs Brooke George 
Teachers     Mrs Lois Salas – Blue Fish 
                                                            Mrs Elda Cappi – Orange Butterflies  
                                                                       Miss Danika Lavell- Purple Butterflies 
                 Mrs Georgina Arch- Yellow Bees 

                                         
                                                            

Education Assistant                                       Mrs Karen Johnson – Butterflies   
                                                   Ms Ros De Cruz – Butterflies                      

                                                                      Mrs Mahiba Fraser– Yellow Bees  
                                   Mrs Karen Clayton- Blue Fish 

 
  
 

Session Times:  Part Time Kindergarten 
 
Monday     Alternate Mondays  
  
Tuesday/Thursday and alternate        Yellow Bees 
Mondays: Even weeks    
      8.40am to 3.05pm 
 
 
 

 
Session Times:  Full Time Kindergarten 
 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday      Orange & Purple Butterflies 
 8.40am to 3.05pm 
 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday    Blue Fish  
8.40am to 3.05pm 
 
 

 
Term Dates 

 
Term 1                  Wednesday 1 February –Thursday 6 April 
Term 2                  Thursday 27 April – Thursday 29 June 
Term 3                  Tuesday 18  July– Thursday 21 September  
Term 4                  Tuesday 10 October – Wednesday 13 December 
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Stationery Requirements 

 
All items required are listed on The Kindergarten book list this is sent out prior to the 
beginning of the academic year. Additional copies can be picked up from Student 
Services. Or Accessed through the School Website: Our School; Junior School: 
Junior School Book Lists. 
 
There is no need to cover or name the scrapbooks as we will use children’s art work. 
Please do not label items with your child’s name.  
 
 Daily Requirements 

 
1 x  Piece of fruit/healthy snack in a lunch box. 
1 x  Packed lunch box (i.e. sandwich, fruit, yoghurt, no crisps, lollies or junk food           

please).  No nut products please.  
1 x  Drink bottle (water only no juice/cordial). 
1 x  School bag (with diary, take home folder and a change of clothes in case of 

accidents) 
1 x Hat ‘No Hat - No Play’ policy. 
 
We discourage toys and valuable items being brought to school.  When they are lost 
or damaged it is a very distressing time for children.  Issues with sharing and ownership 
occur when personal items are brought from home (special occasions such as 
birthdays are an exception).  
   

 
Nut Free 
 
It is most important to note that we at Swan Valley Anglican Community School have 
made a decision not to have nuts on the school site.  We have students in our 
community who have a severe reaction to even the smallest traces of nuts so it is vitally 
important that any food stuffs containing nuts are not brought onto site.  If your child 
eats, for example, peanut paste for breakfast could you please ensure that they wash 
their hands and face before coming to school. 
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Early Childhood Philosophy 
 

Swan Valley Anglican Community School – At Swan Valley Anglican 
Community School we understand the importance of setting a firm 
foundation for lifelong learning.  

Children  

We believe: 

 Children are successful, capable and resourceful learners who 

are active contributors to their own learning 

 Children need to be valued as individuals, who bring with them 

their own heritage, interests and early life experiences.  

 Children can develop risk taking skills and positive self-esteem 

through a supportive, safe and inclusive environment 

Therefore we: 

 Implement a child-centred program based upon the principles 

outlined in the Australian Curriculum and the National Early 

Years Learning Framework (EYLF) – ‘Belonging, Being & 

Becoming’ 

 Develop learning programmes that are rich in language and 

promote the opportunity to discuss, enquire, investigate, 

demonstrate and reflect. 

 Provide opportunities for students to reach their full potential by 

building on their personal interests, thoughts and ideas. 

 Implement an inclusive approach to support a sense of 

belonging, high self-esteem and success.  

 Encourage each child to reach their full potential in accordance 

with their individual ability and teach them to strive for their 

best.  

Families 

We believe:  

 Trust, respect and collaboration form the basis of strong 

partnerships between families and staff 

 In working closely with parents in a reciprocal relationship 

Therefore we: 

 Are committed to open communication with families which 

includes discussions, child portfolios, parent evenings, student 

diary and newsletters 

 Strive to have empathy and be responsive to family needs, and 

provide support when required 

Programme 

We believe: 
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 Children learn through collaboration and communication with 

other children and adults and through interacting with the 

environment 

 Children need opportunities to practice and consolidate their 

skills in key learning areas including: Language and Numeracy; 

whilst being creative and expressing their ideas. 

 A programme should be rich in language and allow students to 

discuss, enquire, collaborate, investigate and reflect.  

Therefore we: 

 Implement a flexible programme that is responsive to the 

evolving nature of the early childhood environment and that 

provides for different learning styles 

 Make observations of children and their interests and document 

their work to form the basis of the programme. 

 Use both the indoor and outdoor environment to encourage the 

children’s ability to observe, perceive, explore, investigate, 

imagine, make choices and problem solve. 

Daily Routine 
 
8.40 am – 8.50am   Greetings, Morning Routine, Books, Puzzles,  
 
 
8.50 am – 10.00 am          Morning Welcome 
 

Focused teaching, activities, investigation,    
exploration 
 

 
10.00 am -10.30am                           Morning Tea 
 
 
10.30 am - 11.50 am                        Focused teaching, activities, investigation,  
                                                         exploration  
 
 
12.00 pm – 1.10 pm                         Lunch & Play 
 
 
1.10 pm – 1.30 pm                           Relaxation Time 
 
 
1.30 pm - 2.45 pm                            Focused teaching, activities, investigation,  
                                                         exploration 
  
 
2.45 pm – 3.05 pm                           Story, Reflection, Dismissal  
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Communication 
 
Open communication between home and school is vital.  You are invited to come and 
speak with the teacher about any concerns or queries you may have regarding your 
child or the programme. 
 
Any knowledge of changes in home situations and circumstances that you think may 
affect your child at school is always appreciated.  
  
Alternate Mondays for the five day fortnight programme and each Monday or Friday 
for the four day week programme are non-teaching days. These are the most 
convenient days to arrange a meeting with the teacher. Arranging a time before and 
after school on any other day is also a possibility.  Please be aware that the time is 
very limited before school with preparation and the arrival of children.  This is not the 
best time to discuss important matters regarding your child. 
 
We will communicate formally with you in several ways throughout the year.  There will 
be the opportunity for Parent/Teacher interviews in Term 2 plus end of Semester 
Reports. Early childhood classes are unique in the way that most parents are given an 
opportunity to communicate daily in an informal way with the teacher due to the arrival 
and departure policies.   
 
Diaries and newsletters will also form a large part of the communication process 
between home and school. 
 

 
 
Arrival and Departure 
 
The doors will open at 8.40 am. Until this time, please wait outside the external 
classroom doors .Parents/carers must accompany their child to the door. We will 
develop a morning routine for the children to participate in each day. To encourage 
independence, we ask that the children attempt routines by themselves and you act as 
a ‘guide’ and prompt them if and when needed. When their routine is complete, children 
may participate in ‘puzzle and book’ time. Parents/carers are invited to stay for this 
time to share some time with their child.  A bell will sound at the end of this session. 
This is the signal to pack away and say goodbye to your child. The staff will supervise 
and be on hand to assist if separation difficulties arise. Parents/carers are asked to 
wait outside and preferably out of view (due to the distraction of your child seeing you) 
until 3.00pm. At the conclusion of the day staff will open the doors and release your 
child to you as you arrive at the door. If someone, other than those listed on your child’s 
permission form are going to pick your child up, you will need to write the relevant 
information in the ‘Communication Book’ (located near the entrance).  If you are held 
up unavoidably, please telephone the school to inform us. We are then able to reassure 
your child to avoid distress. 
 
 
Parent Involvement 
 
Parent involvement in the Kindergarten programme is very important.  All parents and 
special people in your child’s life are invited to come along and participate. A parent 
roster is the most common form of parent involvement.  This is a voluntary roster and 
parents/carers are asked to write their name down against a date that suits them.  
During your time on roster with us you might be asked to carry out such duties as: 
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 Supervise an activity of game. 

 Helping to pack away and clean up. 

 Preparation with future activities 
 

It is also important for you to spend some quality time with your child. If you have 
younger children, we would appreciate it if you could arrange to have them looked after 
whilst you are at Kindergarten.  Your child will feel ‘special’ and an extra set of hands 
enables us more time to work with individuals and small groups of children. 
 
Please let us know if you have any special interests or skills that you would be willing 
to share with us and we can devise a suitable plan to introduce these to our 
programme. 
 
If on parent roster please ensure you report to Student Services to sign in and be 
allocated a security tag. School gates are locked at 10.00 am so on conclusion of your 
time at Kindergarten you will need to report back to the Student Services to sign out 
and be let out of the car park.  
 
 
 
Clothing 
 
School uniform is compulsory.  A change of clothing should be kept in your child’s bag 
at all times in case of accidents. All items need to be labelled clearly. 
 
Birthdays 
 
Children are welcome to celebrate their birthday at Kindergarten.  Small cupcakes are 
most suitable. Attaching a list of ingredients used when bringing cakes to schools 
would be most helpful when catering for our children with food allergies.  Any products 
containing nuts cannot be brought to school. 
 
Useful Resources 
 
Please save the following ‘junk’ materials.  We use them in all sorts of ways! 
 

 Cards (Birthday, Christmas, 
Special Events) 

 Boxes and packets (large and 
small) 

 Material scraps 

 Buttons and beads 

 Cardboard 

 Lace and ribbons 

 Foam meat trays 

 Wrapping paper 

 Wall paper 

 Lino, vinyl and carpet squares 

 Cottons reels 

 Film canisters 

 Tops (bottles, containers, spray 
cans) 

 Lids (margarine, ice-cream) 

 Plastic containers (ice-cream, 
margarine, yoghurt) 

 Cylinders (glad wrap) (no toilet 
rolls) 

 Soft wood for carpentry 

 Old saucepans, pots, pans for 
sand and water play 

 Dress ups (shoes, bags and 
hats) 

 Paper-suitable for painting, 
gluing, cutting….. 

 
Anything else you think we might be 
able to use! 
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Helpful Hints about Reading 
 
What parents can do: 
 

 Do read aloud to your child every day.  This will develop a love of reading and 
an understanding of the language of stories. 

 

 Do teach your child to take care of books. 
 

 Do talk about a book before you start reading.  “What might this story be 
about?” 

 

 Do buy a bed lamp (a good reading aid) and encourage children to listen 
while you read. 

 

 Do buy books for your child.  A child who owns a few good books is usually 
interested in reading. 

 

 Do join a local library.  Borrow a variety of fiction and non-fiction books. 
 

 Do listen to your child.  Encourage your child to talk about the things they 
have seen or done. 

 
 
 
Helpful Hints about Language Development 
 
Encourage your child to: 
 

 TALK   …   TALK  …   TALK   … 

 Participate in conversation. 

 Exchange ideas and thoughts. 

 Observe and talk about what they see. 

 Express ideas. 

 Express feelings orally. 

 Ask questions. 

 Answer questions about a story. 

 Develop their vocabulary. 

 Listen to instructions. 

 Retell experiences. 

 Describe a toy. 

 
Correct Letter Formation 
 
If your child is eager to start writing letters it is always best to encourage them to use 
the correct form from the beginning. 
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When printing, always use Lower case letters and only use capitals at the beginning 
of names and sentences e.g: write your child’s name with a capital letter followed by 
lower case. 
 
 
 

Mary 
 
 

 
A complete list of letters and numbers that are currently used in the school system 
follows: 
 

a  b  c  d  e  

f  g  h  I  j  

k  l  m  n  o  

p  q  r  s  t  

u  v  w  x  y  

z 
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A  B  C  D  E  

F  G  H  I  J  

K  L  M  N  O  

P  Q  R  S  T  

U  V W  X  Y  

Z 
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0   1   2   3   

4   5   6   7   

8   9   10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE 

 

If a child lives with CRITICISM, he or she learns to CONDEMN. 

If a child lives with HOSTILITY, he or she learns to FIGHT. 

If a child lives with RIDICULE, he or she learns to be SHY. 

 

If a child lives with SHAME, he or she learns to feel GUILTY. 

 

If a child lives with TOLERANCE, he or she learns to be PATIENT. 

 

If a child lives with ENCOURAGEMENT, he or she learns CONFIDENCE. 

 

If a child lives with PRAISE, he or she learns to APPRECIATE. 

 



 12 

If a child lives with FAIRNESS, he or she learns JUSTICE. 

 

If a child lives with SECURITY, he or she learns to have FAITH. 

 

If a child lives with APPROVAL, he or she learns to LIKE THEMSELVES. 

 

If a child lives with ACCEPTANCE & FRIENDSHIP, he or she learns to find LOVE IN  

 

THE WORLD. 

 
 
 
 
 

A Child’s Plea 
 

Today I did my maths and science, I toasted bread. 
I halved and quartered, counted and measured. 

Used my eyes and ears and my head. 
I added and subtracted on the way, 

I used magnets, blocks and the memory tray. 
I learned about a rainbow and how to weigh. 

So, please don’t say 
“Anything in your bag today?” 

 
You see I’m sharing as I play. 

I learned to listen and speak clearly when I talk: 
To wait my turn, and when inside to walk. 

To put my thoughts into a phrase, 
To guide my crayons through a maze. 

To find my name and write it down. 
to do it with a smile and not a frown. 

To put my gluing brush away. 
So please don’t say 

“What, nothing in your bag today?” 
 

I’ve learnt about a snail and a worm, 
Remembered how to take my turn. 

Helped a friend when they were stuck, 
Learnt that water runs off a duck. 
Looked at words from left to right, 

Agreed to differ, not to fight. 
So please don’t say, 

“Did you only play today?” 
 

Yes I played the whole day through, 
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I played to learn the things I do. 
To seek a problem, find a clue, 

And work out for myself, just what to do. 
My teachers set the scene and stay nearby, 

To help me when I really try. 
They are there for the problems 

And to help me think. 
I hope they keep me floating 

And never let me sink. 
All this is in my head and not my bag 

And it really makes me sad 
To hear you say, 

“Haven’t you done anything today?” 
 
 

When you attend your meetings and do your work today, 
I will remember not to say to you, 

“What nothing in your bag, what did you do?” 
 
 
 
 


