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KEY MESSAGES/
NARRATIVE REGARDING 
THE REPORT CARD

Purpose:

• The pilot report card tells us the 
 condition of the Wet Tropics 
 waterways based on data for 2014/15. 
 It grades freshwater basins, estuaries 
 and the marine environment adjacent 
 to the Great Barrier Reef.

• It provides a baseline for comparing 
 future changes. From now on, report 
 cards will be produced annually. 

• These will enable us to tell whether 
 waterway health is improving as 
 a result of management actions 
 and investment being committed to 
 improving water quality. 

Who is doing it?

• The Wet Tropics Healthy Waterways 
 Partnership has produced the report 
 card. It involves industry, community 
 organisations, academic institutions 
 and all levels of government. 

• The Partnership’s vision is to 
 collaborate together to improve 
 waterway health in the Wet Tropics 
 and the quality of water flowing to the 
 Great Barrier Reef. 

• It is an action under the Reef 2050 
 Long-Term Sustainability Plan.

• An independent panel of scientists 
 has overseen and reviewed the 
 development of the report card to 
 ensure it is based on the best 
 available science. 

Why is it important?

• Good water quality in the Wet 
 Tropics is essential to support people, 
 industries, the region’s unique flora 
 and fauna, and the Great Barrier Reef.

• Our activities on the land and past 
 land clearing have reduced water 
 quality compared to pre-European 
 settlement.

• This is the first time water quality 
 monitoring data has been pooled 
 from a range of providers in the Wet 
 Tropics to provide a comprehensive 
 picture on waterway health for the 
 region.

• The report card also allows us 
 to track how we are doing against 
 the Wet Tropics Water Quality 
 Improvement Plan (available online at 
 www.wettropicsplan.org.au).

Summary of the findings

• The majority of Wet Tropics 
 waterways are graded as ‘moderate’ 
 for 2014/15, indicating that there is 
 room for improvement.

• Improving these grades over the long 
 term will need a coordinated 
 approach to agricultural, vegetation 
 restoration, and other management 
 practices, building upon the excellent 
 work already underway in the region.

• A number of scientific monitoring 
 data gaps have been identified. 
 For example, future report cards 
 will endeavour to include additional 
 freshwater and estuary monitoring. 

• It is important to view these grades 
 in context, for example:

• Freshwater grades are lower largely 
 due to historic loss of wetlands.

• Estuary habitat and hydrology 
 grades are lower due to historic loss 
 of riparian, mangrove and saltmarsh 
 extent.  

• Inshore marine grades are lower 
 due to seagrass decline as a result 
 of regional climate patterns 
 compounded by recent cyclones 
 and storm events.

KEY POINTS REGARDING 
THE RESULTS

A detailed breakdown of the results, 
grades and supporting resources 
are available online at www.
wettropicswaterways.org.au 

Freshwater

• Freshwater basin health is moderate 
 across the Wet Tropics region with 
 the exception of the Daintree basin 
 which was graded as good. 

• More data and additional freshwater 
 sites will be available for future report 
 cards through the Paddock to Reef 
 Integrated Monitoring, Modelling and 
 Reporting Program. 

• 2014/15 was a very low rainfall year, 
 which can result in better basin water 
 quality scores compared to wetter 
 years. In drier years reduced rainfall 
 can lead to lower runoff and erosion 
 as well as reduced nutrient and 
 pesticide mobilisation from the soils. 
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• Historic loss of wetlands contributed 
 to the lower habitat and hydrology 
 scores in all areas except the

 Daintree. Management actions in the 
 region have already acknowledged 
 these changes and the impact on flora 
 and fauna. Losses in future years are 
 expected to be minimal

Estuaries

• Estuary waterway health is moderate 
 in the Barron, Trinity Inlet, Mulgrave 
 Russell and Moresby. There was 
 insufficient data to produce an overall 
 grade for the other estuaries. 

• Additional targeted water quality 
 monitoring has commenced in 
 estuaries including the Hinchinbrook 
 Channel, Johnstone, Moresby and 

 Daintree. The data will be included in 
 next year’s report card. 

• Habitat and hydrology scores 
 consist of long term indicators (such 
 as mangrove, riverside vegetation, 
 seagrass and saltmarsh extent) that 
 have a slow rate of change over time. 

Marine

• The marine environment scores range 
 from moderate to poor for inshore 
 waters, and good overall for offshore 
 waters. 

• The 2016 coral bleaching event will 
 be captured in the next report card. 

• The poor inshore score for the North 
 and South marine zones was due to a 
 poor seagrass condition grade. 

Fish

• There was insufficient data for all the 
 waterways to enable fish population 
 health to be reported. Methods for 
 evaluating this are being developed 
 for next year’s report card.

KEY POINTS REGARDING 
THE PARTNERSHIP

• The Partnership has 19 financial 
 partners plus several other 
 organisations have contributed 
 time, resources and data. Interested 
 organisations are invited to join. 

• These Partners are demonstrating a 
 high level of commitment to 
 the future health of our regional 
 catchments and the Great Barrier 
 Reef.
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