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THE POLICY  
CHALLENGE FOR  
THE NEXT GOVERNMENT

The AAA is the peak organisation representing Australia’s motoring 

clubs and their almost eight million members. The AAA is an apolitical 

organisation which advances the interests of its constituent motoring 

clubs as well as all road users across Australia to ensure transport 

is safe, sustainable, and affordable, and that Australia’s transport 

infrastructure delivers for the community and the economy. 

The AAA appreciates the fiscal challenges facing the incoming Australian 
Government. In times like these, it is essential that resources are 
directed into sectors of the economy that provide the greatest return 
on investment, contributing to the prosperity and safety of all Australians.

There is a wealth of economic research which quantifies the current 
economic cost of our inadequate transport system, and indeed the future 
opportunity costs of not acting now to fix the way we plan, fund and build 
the transport infrastructure we need for the future.

Our economy is in transition from reliance on cyclic mining booms 
to a more diversified and service-orientated economy.

Effective and efficient transport systems including roads, and public 
transport, will continue to be the lifeblood of our economy. We cannot 
build the economy of the future on the transport infrastructure of the past.

The policy challenges encompassed in this document are based on 
economic research as well as the views of Australian motorists and are 
presented on behalf of the AAA’s constituent motoring clubs and their 
members. 

We urge Australia’s major political parties to consider the policy options in 
this document, not just as they develop their policy platforms for the 2016 
general election, but as they build their vision for the long-term prosperity 
of Australia.

Michael Bradley 
Chief Executive 

Australian Automobile Association 
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WHAT  
AUSTRALIANS  
CARE ABOUT

THE ECONOMY AND JOBS
Asked about their general concerns those surveyed indicated that after 
health, their main concerns are the economy, and linked to this, their own 
employment prospects.

●● Health is nominated as an important concern by 38 per cent of 
Australians surveyed and is the top concern for 14 per cent

●● ‘Economy and finances’ is nominated as an important concern 
by 22 per cent of Australians surveyed and is the top concern 
for 10 per cent.

●● Employment is nominated as an important concern by 20 per cent 
of Australians surveyed and is the top concern for 10 per cent.

AUSTRALIANS' TRANSPORT CONCERNS

When asked about specific concerns linked to motoring and 

transport, respondents indicated that safety, affordability, congestion, 

infrastructure and the environment are key issues.

These concerns are detailed on the following page.

The research referred to 

in this publication was 

commissioned by the AAA 

and conducted throughout 

2015–16. Key findings 

include:
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AUSTRALIANS’  
TRANSPORT  
CONCERNS

●● Motorists remain highly concerned about 
road safety with 94 per cent rating it as 
an important concern and 31 per cent 
selecting it as their top concern.

●● The cost of cars and motoring including 
fuel is nominated as an important concern 
by 88 per cent of Australians surveyed and 
is the top concern for 19 per cent.

●● Road congestion is nominated as an 
important concern by 88 per cent of 
Australians surveyed and is the top concern for 
13 per cent.

●● The state of transport infrastructure and 
road conditions is nominated as an important 
concern by 92 per cent of Australians surveyed 
and is the top concern for 12 per cent.

●● Concerns about the environmental 
impacts of motoring have risen to 68 per 
cent from 63 per cent in 2012, however 
this is well below the highs recorded in 
1995 (81 per cent) and 2007 (79 per cent). 

SAFETY

THE ENVIRONMENT

specific concerns of Australian voters

AFFORDABILITY

CONGESTION AND TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
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AUSTRALIA’S  
TRANSPORT 
CHALLENGES faced by Australians and the economy

SAFETY
●● Despite this, according to the Australian Bureau of 

Statistics, the average age of the Australian vehicle 
fleet is 10.1 years,  4 meaning that too many Australians 
find themselves driving cars that are more than 
10 years old, and therefore lack the latest safety 
and fuel efficiency features that are standard in 
newer vehicles.

AFFORDABILITY
●● Australians paid almost $28 billion in a range 

of road-related taxes and charges to all 
governments in 2013–14.5

●● AAA polling shows one third of Australian 
motorists were unaware they pay fuel excise 
(currently 39.5 cents) on every litre of fuel.

●● Fuel prices remain well over a dollar per litre for most 
fuel types in most markets. In addition to the high cost 
of taxation, the ABS household expenditure survey ranks 
transport as the third largest household expense at 
$193 per week or 16 per cent of total expenditure, while 
telecommunications, electricity and water, make up 
smaller shares of around 1–3 per cent.6

CONGESTION AND TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
●● Some estimates put the cost of 

congestion at around $1,000 per person 
per year in major capital cities.7 For 
individuals congestion also means wasted 
time spent in cars: time they could be 
spending with their families; time they 
could be investing into paid work or 
growing their small businesses. 

●● Fuel excise, the primary tax paid by 
road users, is forecast to decline due to 
vehicles becoming more efficient and 
increased use of alternative fuels.8

●● There is currently no link between 
transport infrastructure usage and funding 
of the transport system. Instead, funds 
raised through fuel excise and other fees 
and charges are directed to consolidated 
revenue, and infrastructure is funded on 
an ad-hoc basis. 

The Australian Infrastructure Audit released by 
Infrastructure Australia in May 20159 found:

●● Australia’s population is expected to grow from 
22.3 million in 2011 to 30.5 million in 2031—with the 
majority of the growth occurring in our capital cities.

●● The expected population growth reinforces the 
economic importance of our capital cities. They 
contributed $854 billion to our economy in 2011 and 
are projected to contribute $1,621 billion in 2031.

●● Congestion threatens economic growth and living 
standards and could cost Australia $53 billion by 2031.

●● Without action, road travel times in Perth, Melbourne, 
Sydney, Adelaide, Brisbane and Canberra are expected 
to increase by at least 20 per cent in the most 
congested corridors by 2031.

●● On average, demand for public transport in our capital 
cities is set to almost double over the next 20 years.

●● The national land freight task is expected to grow by 
80 per cent by 2031, with a large component expected 
to be handled by road freight vehicles.

●● In the year to March 2016, road 
crashes killed 1,255 Australians,  1 an 
increase of more than 11 per cent 
on the previous 12 months. Tens of 
thousands were also hospitalised.2 

●● It is estimated that road trauma costs 
the community $27 billion a year.3
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THE ENVIRONMENT

AUSTRALIA’S  
TRANSPORT 
CHALLENGES

●● The Australian Government has 
committed to a greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction target of 26–
28 per cent on 2005 levels by 2030. 
The government has indicated that 
it is targeting a 92 million tonne (MT) 
reduction in CO

2
 from the vehicle fleet 

in the period 2020–30, with 76 MT to 
come from the light vehicle fleet.10 

●● Whilst the government has not yet released its 
baseline data, modelling undertaken by the Centre 
for International Economics on behalf of the AAA has 
estimated that this will mean a 20 per cent reduction in 
CO

2
 emissions from private vehicles by 2030.

●● The Volkswagen Group and Mitsubishi emissions 
scandals have shown that Australians who wish to buy 
a vehicle that produces fewer emissions and is more 
fuel efficient cannot rely on the claims made by vehicle 
manufacturers. This is compounded by the fact that 
currently there is no independent, on-road testing 
performed in Australia to check how vehicles perform 
against Australia’s emissions standards. 

This document outlines the AAA’s transport policy proposals, how each addresses the concerns 
of Australians and how each will help to keep Australia moving. 
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THE LAND TRANSPORT  
POLICY CHALLENGE FOR 
THE NEXT GOVERNMENT

B E T T E R  T R A N S P O R T  F U N D I N G  T O D A Y
Policy

ESTABLISH A TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE FUND

The next Australian Government must set up a transport infrastructure fund, with at least 50 per cent of 
net fuel excise paid into the fund to be spent on land transport infrastructure. This policy is supported 
by 85 per cent of Australians surveyed by the AAA.

COMMITMENT TO FUND PUBLIC TRANSPORT, AND LOCAL ACTIVE 
TRANSPORT PROJECTS

The next Australian Government must recognise the role that public transport, together with local 
walking and cycling infrastructure, can play in easing congestion, reducing costs of transport, and 
improving safety outcomes in our cities. All projects funded out of the land transport infrastructure fund 
should be assessed on their merits and not discriminate between modes.

SMART TECHNOLOGY TO BETTER MANAGE THE ROAD NETWORK

The next Australian Government must invest in smart technology when funding road infrastructure. 
The government should also provide targeted funding to state and local governments to tackle key 
transport problems by trialling and adopting innovative technology solutions that could deliver large 
transport benefits at relatively small cost.

TARGETED FUNDING TO IMPLEMENT FINDINGS OF THE AAA AUSRAP 
STAR RATING REPORT11

The next Australian Government must make road safety a priority when allocating funds for road 
projects. The AAA through its program, the Australian Road Assessment Program has found that an 
investment of $4.7 billion would bring 85 per cent of the national highway network to a standard 
of 3 star or above and save 36,000 lives and serious injuries over a 20 year period. This investment 
would return $3.50 for every dollar spent.

STRONG PROJECT GOVERNANCE

The next Australian Government must continue to bolster governance around the planning, selection, 
financing and delivery of land transport projects to ensure those projects which deliver the maximum 
benefit for cost are prioritised.
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How will this benefit the economy?

It is not possible to have the economy of the 21st century with the transport systems 
of the past. Transport infrastructure is the lifeblood of the economy. Yet congestion 
threatens economic growth and living standards and could cost Australia $53 billion 
by 2031.12

Additionally, road crashes cost Australians an estimated $27 billion per year. Better 
transport systems are important to reducing these costs.

Investing in transport infrastructure will help boost the economy. The Australian 
Government estimates that for every dollar spent on recent road and rail projects a 
further 2.7 dollars were returned to the economy.13

By immediately securing a fixed amount of net fuel excise revenue for transport 
infrastructure, planning and building new projects can get underway sooner, 
whilst strengthening governance arrangements will help ensure that infrastructure 
investments are made on the best available evidence to deliver the maximum 
economic benefit to Australia.

B E T T E R  T R A N S P O R T  F U N D I N G  T O D A Y

THE LAND TRANSPORT  
POLICY CHALLENGE FOR 
THE NEXT GOVERNMENT

How will this keep Australians safer?

With around 1,200 road deaths and around 32,000 injuries per year, the need for safer 
roads is urgent. Establishing a transport infrastructure fund with a dedicated allocation 
of net fuel excise will allow governments to better plan, build and deliver roads that 
improve safety outcomes for all users. 

The government can ensure that safety improvements are delivered by requiring safety 
assessment as a condition of providing transport infrastructure funding, for example 
using the Australian Road Assessment Program (AusRAP) methodology.

Appropriate governance arrangements to evaluate and determine priority projects will 
ensure that maximum safety benefit is achieved and that funding is allocated to projects 
of highest benefit/cost return, including safety benefits.

Important programs such as Roads to Recovery and Black Spot programs, as well as 
new major infrastructure projects, could be funded from the Transport Infrastructure 
Fund, delivering safety improvements across the road network.

B E T T E R  T R A N S P O R T  F U N D I N G  T O D A Y
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How will this help make transport more affordable for Australians?

Some estimates put the cost of congestion at around $1,000 per person per year in 
major capital cities. For individuals, congestion also means wasted time spent in cars: 
time they could be spending with their families; time they could be investing into paid 
work or growing their small businesses. 

Immediately securing a fixed amount of fuel excise revenue for transport infrastructure 
would more quickly improve roads and public transport, reducing commuting times 
and helping to reduce fuel use.

How will this help manage congestion?

To manage congestion we need to modernise our transport infrastructure and the 
way we fund it, including investing more in efficient and affordable public transport.

In the shorter term, securing a fixed and fair proportion of fuel excise for transport 
infrastructure will help ensure we are able to plan and build new road, rail and other 
land transport networks and give Australians more choices about how they travel. 

How will this help protect the environment Australians live in?

Securing infrastructure funding will help reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
ensuring we are able to build modern road, rail and other land transport networks, 
reducing commuting times, and providing more funding for transport options that 
have lower emissions.

B E T T E R  T R A N S P O R T  F U N D I N G  T O D A YB E T T E R  T R A N S P O R T  F U N D I N G  T O D A Y
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BET TER TRANSPORT FUNDING  TOMORROW

How will this benefit the economy?

An efficient transport system is the lifeblood of any modern economy. You cannot build 
the economy of the future with the transport infrastructure of the past. 

The Australian Government estimates that for every dollar spent on recent road and rail 
projects a further 2.7 dollars were returned to the economy.14

An inquiry leading to a fairer and more effective funding system will ensure infrastructure 
projects that support Australian jobs and businesses will go ahead sooner. 

THE LAND TRANSPORT  
POLICY CHALLENGE FOR 
THE NEXT GOVERNMENT

How will this keep Australians safer?

A more sustainable and fairer system of infrastructure funding will help ensure Australians 
have continued access to newer and safer roads and more transport choices including 
public transport. 

An inquiry leading to a fairer and more effective funding system will ensure infrastructure 
projects that keep Australians safer will go ahead sooner. 

To develop a new system of transport funding that is built on replacing existing taxes with 
a fairer user pays system that is then directed to building and maintaining infrastructure, 
consumers must be able to compare new proposals with the existing system.

As a first step to this transition, itemising the amount of excise currently paid on every 
tank of fuel motorists buy would help the community to have an informed debate about 
transport funding and help move the nation towards a new funding system that will 
deliver safer transport systems for Australians.

Policy

INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO FUTURE TRANSPORT FUNDING 

The next Australian Government must implement Infrastructure Australia’s recommendation for 
a public inquiry into transport market reform and how we move in the long term to a system that 
replaces current taxes with a fairer road user pricing mechanism. Led by a body such as the Productivity 
Commission or Infrastructure Australia, this inquiry is the critical next step in developing a funding 
model capable of building the transport system Australia needs for the 21st century.

TELLING AUSTRALIANS HOW MUCH EXCISE THEY PAY 

The AAA calls on the next Australian Government to disclose to motorists how much excise they pay 
on each tank of fuel. This can be included on fuel dockets in the same way GST is displayed currently.
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How will this help make transport more affordable for Australians?

There is currently no link between the taxes motorists pay and funding needed or 
allocated to improving roads, public transport or maintaining transport infrastructure. 

The current system is unfair. Those with older, less efficient vehicles, who are often on lower 
incomes, and those in regional areas pay proportionally more in fuel and other taxes. 

A road user pricing mechanism would help Australians better manage their transport 
usage and costs. It would also mean that everyone who is using the system pays fairly for 
its upkeep and upgrades that are required. 

More efficient roads and public transport systems will also help to reduce individual costs 
because they will help reduce time and fuel wasted by congestion and provide more 
transport options for individuals.

How will this help manage congestion? 

An inquiry leading to a more sustainable and fairer system of infrastructure funding will 
help ensure we are able to build new road, rail and other land transport networks to take 
the pressure off our roads and give Australians more choices about how they travel. 

How will this help protect the environment Australians live in?

By building better roads and public transport systems we will enhance the capacity of our 
roads to deal with traffic volumes. 

Australians will burn less fuel sitting in traffic jams and they will have improved choices 
including more environmentally friendly public transport, or walking and cycling for local trips.

An inquiry that allows us to transition to a more sustainable system of infrastructure 
funding will help achieve these environmental outcomes.

To develop a new system of transport funding that is built on replacing existing taxes with 
a fairer user pays system that is then directed to building and maintaining infrastructure, 
consumers must be able to compare proposed new arrangements with the existing system.

As a first step to this transition, itemising the amount of excise currently paid on every tank of 
fuel motorists buy would help the community to understand what they currently pay. This 
would help inform the debate about transport funding and help move the nation towards a 
new funding system that will deliver better, safer transport systems for Australians.

BET TER TRANSPORT FUNDING  TOMORROW
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Policy

TRUTH IN VEHICLE EMISSIONS CLAIMS — ON-ROAD EMISSIONS TESTING 
ON AUSTRALIAN ROADS 

The next Australian Government must commit $1 million over four years to independent audit testing 
of new and in-service vehicles using laboratory and real driving emissions tests to ensure compliance 
with emissions standards.

BETTER INFORMATION FOR CONSUMERS ON VEHICLE PERFORMANCE  
AND EMISSIONS

The next Australian Government must review the fuel consumption label and the Green Vehicle Guide 
with a view to incorporating star ratings and operating cost savings to consumers as done in the United 
States and New Zealand. Additionally, the Green Vehicle Guide should publish the test results for each 
vehicle listed and make these available online.

C L E A N E R ,  M O R E  E F F I C I E N T  V E H I C L E S

How will this keep Australians safer?

Noxious emissions can cause respiratory illness, cardiovascular disease and cancer. 
Emissions from motor vehicles can contribute to poor air quality in our cities.

Australians need to be aware of the actual emissions produced by the vehicles they and 
their families use — not just the emissions claims of car manufacturers. 

Australians cannot always trust the claims made by car makers. The only way to ensure 
this is to have vehicles independently tested in Australia under real driving conditions.

How will this help make transport more affordable for Australians?

There is a correlation between increasing fuel efficiency and decreasing CO
2
 emissions 

per litre of fuel consumed or per kilometre travelled.15

Australians cannot always trust the claims made by car makers. The only way to ensure 
Australians can understand the emissions and fuel use profiles of new vehicles is to have 
vehicles independently tested in Australia under real driving conditions and to make 
information available in an easy to use form such as a star rating guide. 

THE LAND TRANSPORT  
POLICY CHALLENGE FOR 
THE NEXT GOVERNMENT
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C L E A N E R ,  M O R E  E F F I C I E N T  V E H I C L E S

How will this help protect the environment Australians live in?

Noxious emissions can cause respiratory illness, cardiovascular disease and cancer. 
Emissions from vehicles can contribute to poor air quality in our cities and CO

2
 emissions 

are a key greenhouse gas linked to climate change.

Australians need to be aware of the actual emissions produced by the cars they and their 
families use — not just the emissions claimed by the car manufacturer. 

The only way to ensure Australians can understand the emissions and fuel use profiles 
of new vehicles is to have vehicles independently tested in Australia under real driving 
conditions and to make information available in an easy to use form such as a star rating 
guide. This information can be used to assist consumers to choose more environmentally 
friendly vehicles.
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Policy

REMOVE IMPORT TAXES

The next Australian Government must abolish the five per cent tariff on imported vehicles saving 
consumers $2.7 billion over the forward estimates and the Luxury Car Tax (LCT) with savings to 
consumers totalling $2.4 billion over the forward estimates.

REMOVE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS

The next Australian Government must continue with work already commenced to amend the 
Motor Vehicle Standards Act 1989 (MVSA) and associated legislation to allow Australians to directly 
import new cars from countries with similar vehicle design, pollution and safety standards as Australia.

How will this keep Australians safer?

Newer vehicles are generally safer as designs improve and new safety features become 
standard, but the average age of the Australian vehicle fleet is more than 10 years old.

Vehicles made before 2006 will generally not include safety features such as side airbags, 
curtain airbags, and Electronic Stability Control (ESC). This means too many Australians are 
not as safe as they could be on our roads. 

Removing import taxes and restrictions will increase competition in the Australian car 
market, put downward pressure on vehicle prices and make it more affordable for 
Australians to upgrade to newer, safer vehicles. 

How will this benefit the economy? 

According to the Australian Government the annual economic cost of road crashes in 
Australia is around $27 billion.16

Australia’s average vehicle age is more than 10 years old. The age of our fleet means many 
Australians are not as safe as they could be on our roads. 

Removing these import taxes and restrictions will increase competition in the Australian 
car market, put downward pressure on vehicle prices and make it more affordable for 
Australians to upgrade to newer, safer vehicles which will ultimately save our economy 
money and increase productivity by reducing the proportion of Australians killed and 
injured in road crashes. 

THE LAND TRANSPORT  
POLICY CHALLENGE FOR 
THE NEXT GOVERNMENT

M O R E  A F F O R D A B L E  V E H I C L E S
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How will this help make transport more affordable for Australians?

Newer vehicles are generally more fuel efficient as technology improves and 
becomes standard on new cars.17

But due to the costs of new vehicles many Australians are driving older less 
efficient cars and paying more for fuel and maintenance costs.

Removing import taxes and restrictions will increase competition in the Australian 
car market, put downward pressure on vehicle prices and make it more affordable 
for Australians to upgrade to newer, more efficient vehicles. 

How will this help protect the environment Australians live in?

Newer vehicles are generally more fuel efficient as technology improves and 
becomes standard on new cars.18 

Increased fuel efficiency means lower CO
2
 emissions per litre of fuel consumed 

or per kilometre travelled. Newer vehicles also generally produce fewer noxious 
emissions than older vehicles because they are built to a higher standard.

But due to the costs of new vehicles many Australians are driving older cars that 
emit more CO

2
 and noxious emissions.

Removing these import taxes and restrictions will increase competition in the 
Australian car market, put downward pressure on vehicle prices and make it more 
affordable for Australians to upgrade to newer, cleaner and more efficient vehicles.

M O R E  A F F O R D A B L E  V E H I C L E S
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Policy

TRACKING ROAD TRAUMA TO STOP THE CARNAGE

The next Australian Government must provide funding of $150,000 per year to enable the 
Australian Trauma Registry to be used to provide better information on serious injuries due to 
road crashes and guide research on road safety. 

THE LAND TRANSPORT  
POLICY CHALLENGE FOR 
THE NEXT GOVERNMENT

How will this keep Australians safer? 

In the year to March 2016, 1,255 people were killed on our roads. This 11 per cent increase 
on 2015 shows Australia is going the wrong way on road safety. Because different 
jurisdictions report differently there is currently no nationally consistent measurement 
of serious injuries caused by road crashes. 

If we can’t measure the problem, we can’t fix it.

The AAA and the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons have called for the Australian 
Trauma Registry to be used to provide an estimate of the number of serious injuries due 
to road crashes and to guide research on road safety. 

This investment of just $150,000 per year would help to reduce serious injuries by 
providing better information to policy makers — for example on the number and types of 
severe injuries, and whether these are increasing or decreasing as a result of current road 
safety initiatives. 

How will this benefit the economy?

According to the Australian Government the annual economic cost of road crashes in 
Australia is around $27 billion. This is equivalent to roughly half of the total $50.9 billion19 

Australia’s massive agriculture sector contributes to the economy.

Reducing the human and economic cost of road crashes must be a priority for every 
Australian and for all Australian governments. 

We must have a more accurate picture of national road trauma if we are going to develop 
policies and make investments in new transport infrastructure that will stop the carnage.

S A F E R  T R A N S P O R T
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Policy

DRIVER SAFETY PROGRAMS

The next Australian Government must continue to fully fund keys2drive, a learner driver program which 
not only teaches learner drivers safer habits but also teaches their supervising driver (usually a parent) 
to be a better instructor to their child. This program has been funded by the Australian Government 
since 2008–09. Due to the need to maintain a national panel of 1,100 accredited driving instructors it is 
critical that this program has long-term certainty in funding.

How will this keep Australians safer?

In the year to March 2016, 1,255 people were killed on our roads. This 11 per cent 
increase on 2015 shows Australia is going the wrong way on road safety. The Australian 
Government must redouble efforts aimed at keeping people safe on the roads.

In the transition from learner driver to provisional licence holder a young person’s risk of 
being harmed in a crash increases by up to 20 times. 20

Preliminary results of research by the University of NSW show participants in the 
keys2drive program are 40 per cent less likely to be involved in a crash that causes 
moderate to serious injury in their first six months on P-plates. 

The program helps keep young people safer and makes our roads safer for all Australians.

How will this benefit the economy? 

According to the Australian Government the annual economic cost of road crashes in 
Australia is around $27 billion.

AAA analysis suggests that more than $47 million in medical, vehicle and productivity 
costs have been saved across Australia for a nation-wide investment of just $25 million in 
the keys2drive program.

Based on this analysis, the continuation of keys2drive can be expected to save the 
Australian economy around $40 million over the next four years, for an investment of just 
$20 million over the same period.

S A F E R  T R A N S P O R T
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Policy

VEHICLE SAFETY PROGRAMS

The next Australian Government must commit the long term funding required to facilitate the 
Australasian New Car Assessment Program (ANCAP) transition to Euro NCAP alignment.

THE LAND TRANSPORT  
POLICY CHALLENGE FOR 
THE NEXT GOVERNMENT

How will this keep Australians safer?

In the year to March 2016, 1,255 people were killed on our roads. This 11 per cent 
increase on 2015 shows Australia is going the wrong way on road safety. The 
Australian Government must redouble efforts aimed at keeping people safe on 
the roads.

ANCAP conducts independent crash tests and vehicle safety assessments and 
publishes results as Safety Star Ratings to guide consumers in the selection of 
safer vehicles.

Safer vehicles can reduce the likelihood of a crash through collision avoidance 
technology, as well as reducing the likelihood of injury in the event of a crash.

How will this benefit the economy? 

According to the Australian Government the annual economic cost of road crashes in 
Australia is around $27 billion.

Improved vehicle safety technology will reduce the number of crashes and the severity of 
injury from crashes, leading to reduced economic costs of road crashes.

S A F E R  T R A N S P O R T
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Policy

ROAD SAFETY LEADERSHIP 
The next Australian Government must show leadership to encourage state and territory 
governments to work together to deliver the road safety outcomes targeted in the 
National Road Safety Strategy 2011–20.

How will this keep Australians safer?

In the year to March 2016, 1,255 people were killed on our roads. This 11 per cent 
increase on 2015 shows Australia is going the wrong way on road safety. 

Many of the actions and powers to support the National Road Safety Strategy are the 
responsibility of the state and territory governments but the Australian Government 
has a funding and coordinating role which can lead to better safety outcomes.

This could include linking the provision of Commonwealth funding for transport 
projects to safety outcomes and driving state and territory action on the National 
Road Safety Strategy through the Transport and Infrastructure Council, which brings 
together Ministers and local council representatives with responsibility for transport 
and infrastructure.

How will this benefit the economy? 

According to the Australian Government the annual economic cost of road crashes in 
Australia is around $27 billion.

Reducing the number of crashes and the severity of injury from crashes, will lead to 
reduced economic costs of road crashes.

S A F E R  T R A N S P O R T
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Projects

 
Description

Estimated  
cost ($m)

NEW SOUTH WALES & AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

1 M1 Princes Motorway 
extension

Completion of missing motorway link between  
St Peters and Waterfall $10,000

2 Local Council Road  
Maintenance Backlog

Increase Roads to Recovery Funding to address local road 
funding shortfalls $1,700

3 Northern Beaches  
Transport Corridor

Potential road, bus and rail options
$10,000

4 Princes, Newell, Mitchell,  
Great Western, Barton &  
Kings Highway upgrades

Major safety upgrades including duplication,  
overtaking lanes, bypasses and other safety enhancements

$11,000

5 M1 Pacific Motorway Motorway Extension to Raymond Terrace — Connection at the top 
of the F3 Freeway to Pacific Motorway at Raymond Terrace $4,000

Total: $36,700

VICTORIA

1 Metropolitan Ring Road Completion of road from Greensborough to Eastern Freeway and 
EastLink $8,000

2 Western Distributor West Gate Freeway connecting to Citylink, joint with Transurban $5,500

3 Metro Rail Tunnel Construction of the rail tunnel from Footscray to South Yarra $10,900

4 Regional Highway 
Duplications

Western Highway — Ararat to Stawell $320

Princes Highway East — Traralgon to Sale $160

Princes Highway West — Winchelsea to Colac $363

5 Shepparton Bypass Complete bypass — Karramomus Road to Congupna  
(4 Star AusRAP standard, one lane each way) $600

Total:  $25,843

STATE-BY-STATE 
ROAD AND LAND 
TRANSPORT PRIORITIES
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Projects

 
Description

Estimated  
cost ($m)

QUEENSLAND

1 Bruce and Warrego 
Highways

Deliver the 10-year $6.7 billion federal funding commitment to  
the Bruce Highway $8,500

Deliver the $1.8 billion in federal funding promised for the Warrego 
Highway Upgrade Strategy (including the Toowoomba Range 
Second Crossing) $2,200

2 Pacific Motorway Upgrade to 8 lanes from the Gateway Motorway to Loganholme and 
Upgrade to 6 lanes between Nerang and Tugun $5,500

3 Cross River Rail New rail tunnel to provide a second river crossing and add capacity 
in inner Brisbane $5,300

4 Inland Queensland Road 
Action Plan (IQ-RAP)

A 15-year program to upgrade inland regional Queensland roads
$5,000

5 Beerburrum to  
Nambour Rail  
Upgrade

Duplication of the North Coast Rail Line on an improved alignment 
between Beerburrum and Landsborough and other upgrades to 
Nambour, to take pressure off the Bruce Highway $664

Total: $27,164

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

1 South Road Funding commitment for the upgrade of one of the remaining sections 
that form part of the North–South Corridor between the River Torrens 
and the northern project boundary of the current Darlington upgrade 
(i.e. Tonsley Precinct)

$2,300

2 Augusta Highway Upgrade Augusta Highway between Port Wakefield and Port Augusta 
to improve safety and productivity

$120

3 Sturt Highway Improve safety and productivity of the Sturt Highway to the Victorian 
Border

$31

4 Strzelecki Track Seal the Strzelecki Track to the border with Queensland to provide a 
more reliable outback link to the State’s gas region as outlined in the 
State Government’s Integrated Transport and Land Use Plan

$450

5 Gawler Rail Line Electrification of the Adelaide to Gawler rail line — the estimated cost 
would include an upgrade of stations, additional rolling stock and the 
provision of park and ride facilities

$150

Total: $3,051
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Projects

 
Description

Estimated  
cost ($m)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

1 Perth Light Rail Commit funding towards Perth light rail in order to enhance 
economic productivity, transport safety, and sustainability outcomes 
in Western Australia

$2,000

2 Network Management 
Technologies

Deployment of intelligent transport systems, including self-driving 
vehicles and network systems, and active lane management on 
Perth’s arterial network

$300

3 Rolling program 
of highway grade 
separations

Continue to commit funding towards the rolling program of grade 
separations and upgrades to Perth’s nationally significant orbital route, 
comprising of Reid, Tonkin and Roe Highways, to freeway standard

$285

4 Thornlie Rail Line 
extension

Commit funding towards the extension of the Thornlie rail line to 
connect two of Perth’s major heavy rail lines

$340

5 Bunbury Outer Ring 
Road

Commit funding towards the completion of the Bunbury Outer 
Ring Road

$675

Total: $3,600

TASMANIA

1 Bass Highway 
intersections at Wynyard

Rationalise the number of intersections and upgrade one to become the 
primary access/crossing point

$15

2–3 Midland Highway Duplicate carriageway from Perth to Breadalbane; and upgrade 
Breadalbane Junction and Safety improvements package on various 
sections of the Midland Highway — as outlined in the 10-year Midland 
Highway Action Plan

$258

4 Eastern Hobart approach Increase capacity and improve traffic flow on the eastern approach 
to the Hobart CBD, including the Sorell–Midway Point causeways, 
airport roundabout and Tasman Bridge

$300

5 Bridgewater Bridge Construct replacement 4-lane Bridgewater Bridge and associated 
new junctions

$600

Total: $1,173

NORTHERN TERRITORY

1 Stuart Highway Upgrade the Stuart Highway from Darwin to Pine Creek $110

Total: $110

AUSTRALIAN TOTAL TOTAL: $97,641
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