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I MAY NOT BE 
THERE YET, BUT  

I AM CLOSER 
THAN I WAS 
YESTERDAY 

 
 

 

         
 

 

CHAIN of RESPONSIBILITY  -  Transport 
 
Safe transport by road, rail, sea and air, is the responsibility of all concerned from supplier to buyer. 
 

Chain of Responsibility (CoR) legislation with respect to road transport in Australia has recently been 
strengthened.  It is essential that:- 
 Goods are correctly described. 
 Dangerous goods are correctly declared with the relevant documentation. 
 Dangerous goods are correctly packed, loaded, and labelled. 
 Weights are correct, especially for FCLs. 
 Trucks are correctly loaded. 
 Containers are correctly packed. 
 

Exporters have a responsibility to supply correct information about products being exported. 
 

Importers should, to the extent possible, ensure all consignments are correctly described/declared 
with respect to the goods themselves and the weights.  It is this information that is being passed on 
to the road carriers for delivery of the goods.  The Chain of Responsibility means you, the importer, 
have a responsibility to ensure that information given to the carrier is correct. 
 

When we, as your customs broker and freight forwarder request confirmation of information 
supplied, or additional information, it is because we are fulfilling our responsibilities with respect to 
transport and/or import or export clearance. 
 

Chain of Responsibility Forums, particularly related to container transport, are being hosted by the 
National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR), Freight and Trade Alliance (FTA), Australian Peak 
Shippers Association  (APSA), ICHCA Australia and Container Transport Alliance Australia  (CTAA).   
Two of our directors/managers are attending the forum in Melbourne on 31

st
 May.   

 

Importers and exporters are very welcome to attend the forums.  We can advise how to book. 
 
 

PACKING DECLARATIONS 

 

A further reminder that from 17
th
 June only the “new” (current) Packing Declaration will be 

acceptable.  Declarations in the previous format will be rejected. 
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This newsletter is published for the general information of this company’s clients and should not be relied 
upon as a substitute for detailed advice.  We do not accept responsibility for any possible errors or omissions. 
 

 
 

VICT  -  The Third Container Terminal 
 

The Victorian International Container Terminal (VICT) has now handled several ships with improving 
performance both shipside and landside.  This is the good news.  On the other side, some fees 
which have been waived are being applied from 1

st
 May.  For example, the fee for a container 

arriving at the terminal the wrong way round.  Doors to the rear is the correct way. 
 

Also, VICT is weighing containers.  They have found the weight of 8.5% of export containers to be 
incorrect by 1 tonne or more, with the figure being 11.5% for import containers.  VICT will be 
introducing a “variance fee” for discrepancies in excess if a tonne. 
 
 

IMPORT and EXPORT TRADE  -  Legal Opinion and Comment  
 

For many years the Customs Brokers and Forwarders Council of Australia (CBFCA) has maintained 
an association with Andrew Hudson who specialises in trade law.  Articles written by Andrew 
periodically appear in various industry publications.  Recent articles by Andrew can be found at 
www.rigbycooke.com.au  Click on “latest” in the upper part of the home page, the look for Customs 
and Trade under the heading “Categories” on the right. 
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Anthony Stokes 
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