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Help break generational poverty
I met Phillip on the second day of a whirlwind trip to Kenya 
last year. Like his father before him, Phillip had grown 
up poor. “Life was difficult,” he says, remembering his 
childhood. “Illness was common due to poor diet and bad 
hygiene. We could take days without food and going to 
school was a struggle.”  

Due to his family’s poverty, Phillip was unable to finish 
his education. And, as a primary school dropout, his 
life’s course seemed set. You see, poverty is generational 
in Phillip’s part of the world. And it’s a cycle which is 
incredibly hard to break.

“The only job I could get was a casual job at construction 
sites,” Phillip explains, “But they are hard to get and very 
low paying.” 

When Phillip became a dad himself, he felt the burden of 
his poverty more than ever. With a young family to provide 
for, he had no other choice but to travel 300km from home 
to Garissa city in search of work. But even in Garissa, he 
had trouble finding regular employment. Every cent he 
earned was put towards his family’s survival.

Cont. page 2
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Jason Hoet, 
President

Give me Giants?

Who is your favourite person in the Bible, 
our Lord aside? The Bible is full of many fine 
and strange people, it can be impossible to 
choose. But, when pressed to pick, mine is 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite.

At 40 years of age, Caleb was one of the 
twelve spies sent by Moses from Kadesh-
barnea to spy out the land God promised 
Israel. On their return, the spies reported 
the land was good and the people strong. 
They specifically named a feared people, 
the descendants of Anak. The Anakim had 
an impressive pedigree, descendants of the 
Nephilim, “god-like” offspring of the “sons of 
God” and the “daughters of men” (Genesis 
6:4). These people were giants. Through fear, 
ten spies concluded Israel could not conquer 
this land. Against the ten Caleb declared 
to the people, “Let us go up at once and 
occupy it, for we are well able to overcome 
it” (Numbers 13:30). Without hesitation, 
Caleb could see Israel had more than enough 
to complete this impossible challenge. The 
people of Israel would not believe it and 
consequently, under God’s judgement, they 
were exiled to wander in the desert for 40 
years.

45 years later Caleb stood once more in God’s 
land of promise. The intervening years filled 
with bickering, battles, wandering, until a 
whole generation of Israelites had passed 
away. We could forgive Caleb if he had 
become a bitter, frustrated man. This is what 
he said to the Israelite leader Joshua as he set 
out to claim his family land:

“So here I am today, eighty-five years old! 11 
I am still as strong today as the day Moses 
sent me out; I’m just as vigorous to go out to 
battle now as I was then. 12 Now give me this 
hill country that the Lord promised me that 
day. You yourself heard then that the Anakites 
were there and their cities were large and 
fortified, but, the Lord helping me, I will drive 
them out just as he said.” (Joshua 14:10-12, 
NIV)

Caleb wanted those giants! He could not 
wait to get to the hill country and tackle 
what Israel thought impossible. There was no 
diminishment with age. He knew the Lord’s 
promise, he trusted in the Lord’s help, he 
was still “well able to overcome it”. Caleb’s 
confidence in God to tackle the impossible is 
inspirational! 

I see in Global interaction a Caleb ‘spirit’. We 
go to some of the most challenging parts 
of the globe and labour to reach the least 
reached. I see in our Baptist Care a Caleb 
‘spirit’. We work with the most vulnerable in 
our state so their lives will be transformed. I 
see in our churches a Caleb ‘spirit’, as we plant 
churches and connect with our community. 
Yet, does God have even greater giant for us? 
Personally, can you see a Caleb ‘spirit’ in you?

Baptist World Aid Australia

Help break 
generational poverty
And then, in 2013 something happened 
which changed life for Phillip and his family… 
forever. His casual job had ended, and without 
any other work to keep him in Garissa, Phillip 
decided to come home.

“When I arrived,” he remembers, “I found 
an organisation had started constructing a 
project with the community. A sand dam at a 
nearby river!”

Sand dams are simple structures, built across 
seasonal, sandy rivers. They are designed to 
“catch” water-laden sand during the rainy 
season, so families can have a stable source 
of clean water all year round. (Families 
collect water by digging in the seemingly dry 
riverbed.) It is an incredibly smart and cost 
effective way to give whole communities a 
nearby water source.

With no other jobs available to him, Phillip 
joined the project as a volunteer. And that’s 
how he connected with the organisation 
helping his community to build the sand dam, 
our Christian partner in the field, ADS Eastern.

With the help of ADS Eastern, Phillip received 
all sorts of training. From learning to breed 
indigenous goats with larger goats that 
produce more milk, to agricultural training 
which has changed the way he farms. 

“I used to… get a total of three bags in a 
season,” says Phillip. “(But) through these 
trainings I learnt that rains in our area 
are erratic and we need to grow drought 
tolerance seed.” By diversifying his crop, and 
growing hardier drought resistant varieties, 
Phillip has multiplied his harvest to seven 
90kg bags!  Today Phillip has a flourishing 
farm. He has earned enough to multiply 1 
goat to 23 and he has even started keeping 
chickens.

But Phillip’s successes are not limited to his 
farm. Through his involvement on the sand 
dam project, he was also nominated to train 
as a sand dam artisan. And as a fully qualified 
artisan, Phillip now receives payment for the 
jobs he works on… which helped him build a 
new home for his family! 

But what is even more impressive, is that 
through these sand dams, he has helped give 
more than 800 people in drought prone Kenya 
a reliable source of water. What an incredible 
multiplication of impact!

Through our annual Matching Grant Appeal, 
your gifts are matched with an Australian 
Government aid grant and are used to 
make life-changing work like this possible. 

By matching your gifts with the Australian 
Government aid grant, it can have up to 
six times the impact for poor families like 
Phillip’s.  “I am very happy,” Phillip says. “I 
do walk chest forward knowing that I can 
provide at least all the needs of my family as a 
true African man.”

Help dads like Phillip break generational 
poverty. Give to our Matching Grant Appeal 
today. baptistworldaid.org.au/matching-
grant

Photos: Phillip and his family (right), and Phillip’s family collecting 
water from a sand dam (front page)
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Baptist Churches SA 

Assembly 20 May 2017
Mike Mills, 
State Executive Minister

Baptisms
Follow me…

Aberfoyle Park Baptist Church
Nick Frisby-Smith, Mark Allen by Pastor Peter 
Hanan
Hollie Tonkin by Marcus and Lauren Harders at 
Seacliff Beach

Give me Giants?

Rostrevor Baptist Church
7 May 2017

Unley Park Baptist Church
19 March 2017
Sakineh MONTAZERI (Sara) & Solmaz 
MONTAZERI by Pastor Allan Stanley-Smith
Translator – Cyrus Mehdipour  (photo below)

“If you ask 
me how do I 
know there is 
a God ? I know 
because it is 
Him who has 
transformed 
my life in such 
a short time” – 
Calvin 
(photo right)

Photo above: Nick Frisby-Smith (being 
baptised) watched by Mark Allen
Photo right: Hollie Tonkin

Delegates from across our movement gathered at Enfield Baptist 
Church on May 20 to celebrate and discern how God is at work among 
and through us. 

Melinda Cousins, Director of Ministry Accreditation inspired us with 
a message about being salt and light – neither are useful until they 
are used! Salt draws out the flavour, whets the appetite and leaves 
us wanting more – are we leaving those around us wanting more of 
Jesus? Light shines out calling others to it, showing an alternative 
vision and drawing people to come and see and experience – are we 
drawing others to come and see what we have? We are not called to 
be salt and light, Jesus tells us we ARE salt and light. What a challenge 
to start our meeting!

Stephen Toon had his accreditation recognised and we heard of 2 
new candidates beginning the process. Together we committed them 
in prayer, thanking God for raising up more 
leaders as our movement grows.

Mike Mills, State Executive Minister, shared 
of many changes in personnel around the 
Baptist Centre. We heard about and prayed 
for those of our churches who are currently 
seeking leaders and of the resignation of 
Baptist Care SA CEO Paul Scully. The budget 
for the following year was accepted with Mike 
sharing the hope that in future, half of church 
contributions be able to go into the new 
church planting fund. 

A special presentation was made to Janine 
Coad, in recognition and thanks of her faithful 
and humble service of 28 years with the 

Baptist movement.  A warm and compassionate servant of God, it 
was hard to articulate the ways and positive impact Janine has had in 
shaping our culture to what it is today. A  standing ovation confirmed 
the thanks of all present as Mike gave thanks and prayed for Janine.

After a delicious morning tea provided by Enfield Baptist and plenty 
of chatter we returned to the auditorium and were inspired and 
heartened by the stories we heard – 

•	 Rev John Beasy shared of life changing work that is happening 
through Lifewell centres; 

•	 Beth Hoy reported on the huge success of Easter Camp 2017, with 
record numbers attending, 25 first time commitments and 67 
people wanting to be baptised; 

•	 Rachel and Luke Hutchinson were interviewed about their call to go 
and serve in Cambodia with Global Mission; 

•	 we saw a video of Lindsay Mayes sharing 
of his passion to change communities at 
Andrews Farm; and 

•	 Mike Bartlett (King’s Baptist) together 
with Russell Eley (Principal King’s Baptist 
Grammar School) shared of the vision 
and opportunities created by partnering 
together to reach into the lives of many 
families.

Praise God that He is moving in and amongst 
us – what a blessing and privilege to be part 
of it. 

Photo: presentation to Janine
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news from our

Churches

On Sunday April 30 a service of celebration 
was held in Lyndoch Baptist Church, 
acknowledging 158 years of faithful service 
and mission.  

The Lyndoch church had been declining in 
numbers over recent years, and a recent 
building report highlighted some significant 
and expensive issues should repairs be 
undertaken.  After careful consideration, the 
Membership decided to close the church.  
Rev Dennis Triplett, the current pastor, led 

Lyndoch Baptist Church

158 years of faithful 
service and mission

the service and Rev Mike Mills preached, 
acknowledging the faithful service and the 
faith and hope of the people which will 
continue into the future.  Many families both 
past and present were represented at the 
service and a lot of reminiscing happened over 
the morning tea which followed.  

Baptist Churches SA will now take over 
management of the property.

SA Baptist History Group
The next meeting will be on Friday 23rd June 
at 4.30pm in the Raws Room at Flinders 
Street Baptist.  There will be a light tea and a 
donation for this would be appreciated.

The speaker will be Gordon Crabb who will 
speak on his research 

‘Bush Tracks; Mount Cooper Circuit 1912-1981’    

Gordon writes,  

'At the turn of the 20th century, South 
Australian Baptists became passionate 
about Home Missions. As a result, a 
number of churches and circuits were 
established. Some failed whilst others 
survived. The Mount Cooper Circuit 
centred first in Colley and then Port 
Kenny, served the district for 70 years. 
It is a story that despite numerous 
hardships, these missioners doggedly, 
and with applaudable courage provided 
spiritual and emotional nurture to 
those whom they served.’

“This is no mere 
academic analysis 
since it brings 
to life the real 
experiences of 
many who served 
and of those 
who prayed and 
supported them.”
Rev Ken Manley, 
Baptist Historian

Produced by the History Group of SA is 
available to buy at $30.  To purchase this 
book please contact Marie Lines at 8332 
4887 or linesmb@internode.on.net

GROWING TOGETHER
IN   MARRIAGE   2017

Take time out for a retreat weekend that allows 
God to work in your marriage helping it become the 

best it can be.

June 23-25 |  Weintal, Resort, Tanunda
Sept 1-3 |  Weintal, Resort, Tanunda
Nov 3-5 |  Weintal, Resort, Tanunda

For more information 
Rob and Lee Allen (8331 7061 | 0438892 980)
   Email: robleeallen@gmail.com
Lesley and Fred Vince, (0423 762 458)
	 	 	 Email:	flvince@bigpond.com.au

Saturday 17 June, 6.30	pm

Maid of Auckland
926	South	Road,	Edwardstown

Cost: Reasonable!
RSVP	by	13	June	2017

Helen & Brian, 8341 8283  
(in emergency only 0411 772 475)

All welcome to join us

Baptist 40+ Singles

2017
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Sacred Agents

Eavesdropping
Sacred agents need to be alert and ready for 
action. This is the second in a series on having 
our senses heightened by God’s Spirit. Last 
month we discussed Peripheral Vision. Stay 
tuned for Iocane-Tasting, Rat-Smelling and 
Detonator-Touching…

My teenage daughter has a black belt in 
eavesdropping. She won’t come down for 
dinner when we yell for her, but lower our 
voices in the kitchen for an adult-to-adult 
conversation, and suddenly she’s hovering just 
nearby. 

Our brains have a way of filtering out so much 
information, of excluding lots of sounds and 
voices. But it’s amazing what you can hear if 
you tune in rather than tune out. God, in His 
wisdom, seems often to speak in such a way 
that only those who really want to listen can 
hear. Sacred agents certainly need to practise 
this. Are we leaning in to God to the detriment 
of other voices, or is it the other way around?

But we also can learn – must learn – how to 
really lean in and listen to the people to whom 
God has sent us. What are they saying? And 
what are they really saying? People usually 
speak with more than one voice. There’s their 
clear, audible voice, of course. But sometimes 
they say something else with their body 
language, or with their actions – but do we 
hear it? Are we tuned in?

This is especially important because in our 
culture it is very difficult to speak directly 
about spiritual matters. You can talk about 
the weather, about sport, about TV, about 
politics even, but not about God. This doesn’t 
mean that if your friend or workmate or 
family member never mentions or asks about 
God, that He is the furthest thing from their 
mind. So often people are thirsting and all-but 
crying out for a God they do not know – but 
the cry comes in different forms and in other 
words. Even when a person says they don’t 
believe in God, what God don’t they believe 
in? If it’s an aloof or capricious or impersonal 
‘force out there’, well, we don’t believe in that 
either.

This doesn’t mean we should twist or 
reinterpret people’s words in any way that 
suits us. But perhaps we can ask better 
questions and listen more carefully to 
understand the hearts and underlying stories 
of those we’re sent to. You hear me?

Andrew Turner is our Church Development Facilitator. 
You can interact with this and other articles on his blog 
www.sacredagents.net

R E N EW E D
Lifewell Conference 2017 

17 - 18 August 

A Renewed Humanity, Renewing the World

Featuring
Shane Willard, Scott  

Hawkins, Joanna Hubbard, 
Sy Rogers, Masterclasses 

and more

Brought to you in partnership 
with Baptist Care

2 Evenings | 1 Day 
Rostrevor Baptist 

Church

FREE Evening sessions 
open to the  

public

$40 Friday day  
delegates

To register and for more
information go to: 

Lifewell Conference will help you deal with real life issues that deeply impact our  
communities, churches and individual lives and find renewal in Jesus’ name.

lifewellconference.com.au

It was a magnificent morning on April 2 when 
the Ingle Farm Church relocated to Semaphore 
Beach to celebrate with 10 of our family as 
they publicly declared their faith in Jesus by 
following him in Baptism.

80 People shared breakfast at the beach as 
we swapped songs and sermons for food and 
fellowship along with the declarations of faith 
of those being baptised. 

Ingle Farm Baptist Church

See what a Morning!
Having taken several groups 
through Andrew Turner’s  study 
“ All you need to know about 
Baptism without getting wet”  
We began preparing for the 
Baptism of one young lady but 
over a period of weeks the other 
9  felt the call of God to take this 
significant step of Faith.

Tim Knott assisted Pastor Terry 
Williams in Baptising…Naomi 
Knott, Vera Coldman, Laurie 
Hale, Janelle Jackowiak,  Rosalie 
Preiss, Janette Medlock, David 

Medlock, Amethyst Meade,  Anna Jackowiak, 
Gail Bawden.

Please pray for these people and for the 
church at Ingle Farm that we continue to 
be open to fresh ways of being church and 
engaging in the mission of God.

Pastor Terry Williams, 
Ingle Farm Baptist Church
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On mission

It was another hot day and we weren’t sure what to expect, 
especially considering most of us haven’t played tennis in 
years, or ever. Over the course of the morning at the tennis 
program we worked with four different classes of beautiful, 
funny and cheeky children. We played relay games using 
tennis balls and racquets, to help increase their ball skills. 
We also played group games that had both the children 
and all of us running around. While our Khmer wasn’t 
strong enough to have full conversations with the children, 
high-fives and thumbs ups and big smiles went a long way. 
Sport in schools is not commonly found in Cambodia, so 
working on basic hand/eye skills is an important part of the 
ministry! Something I was struck by was how passionate 
Scott (a former professional tennis coach and now Global 
Interaction cross-cultural worker) and the Khmer coaches were. It 
was also super exciting to see female coaches involved too. It was a 
wonderful opportunity to see Cambodia’s next generation full of joy 
and having so much fun.

After the tennis program finished for the day, we went out for coffee 
with cross-cultural workers Scott, Janelle and their children Rosie and 
Isaac. We had the opportunity to hear more about the tennis ministry, 

Tennis & Hi-Fives
In January, a team from Rostrevor Baptist participated in 
a Global Xposure trip, to visit the work Global Interaction’s 
team in Siem Reap, Cambodia. Here are some reflections 
from Emma, one of Rostrevor’s team members.

and about how this ministry created opportunities for them to disciple 
some of the Khmer coaches in the Christian faith. It was amazing to 
hear how God opens doors and guides the steps and plans of these 
cross-cultural workers. I was really encouraged by both Scott and 
Janelle’s persistent faith, perseverance, and their heart for God and 
Cambodia. A big thing that stood out to me from what Scott said about 
discipling some of the Khmer men, was that we can learn so much 
more if we just shut up and listen. One of the Khmer men had asked 

Scott why Jesus became the Lamb, as Buddha had become a 
snake in the pursuit of enlightenment. Scott said that at the time 
he had been quick to brush this off as imagery, but realised later 
that he should have listened properly to the other point of view. 
Thankfully, God gave Scott another opportunity six months later 
to talk with this man again, not only to build a deeper friendship 
with him, but also to look at the Bible together. How humbling to 
think how small our spiritual understanding can be. It’s amazing to 
hear about the spiritual journeys of the Khmer and see how Jesus 
works in different cultures and contexts. How wonderful to serve 
a God who teaches and grows in us all so individually.
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For prayer…The faith of Abraham:
sharing a message of hope 
with the homeless
Always ready with a dazzling smile, Baptist 
Care’s newest pastoral care volunteer Abraham 
knows what it’s like to struggle, to overcome 
and to thrive. 

Much like his namesake who 
wandered the desert for 
decades searching for a home, 
Abraham grew up in a refugee 
camp in a country that wasn’t 
his own. He arrived in Australia 
in the middle of winter and 
recalls being intensely cold 
and often lost. Shortly after 
his arrival, Abraham became 
homeless.

Young, frightened and in 
surroundings that were as 
unlike life in a West African 
refugee camp as he could 
imagine, Abraham drew on his 
faith for strength.

 “My faith helped me a lot. I always believe that 
everything has its own time – you just need to 
wait for God’s time,” he explains.

His peaceful reassurance in a time of crisis was 
rewarded when he was housed through Baptist 
Care’s youth homelessness service.

“I lived in the SASH* house which supports 
homeless young people to finish school. I was 
there for three years and it had a really, really 
great impact on me. The support workers 
helped me with my homework and showed me 
how to cook meals.”

Abraham gained his licence through Baptist 
Care’s (former) driving program, and after 
completing Year 12, went on to become a 
qualified youth worker.

“As a Christian, I believe you 
should do to others as you 
would want done to you. People 
were there for me as I grew up 
and I want to do the same for 
others.” 

Although Abraham is still 
seeking a paid youth work role, 
he’s joined our homelessness 
team as a pastoral care 
volunteer, offering support and 
a listening ear to people in crisis 
who often have no one else to 
talk to. 

It’s crucial support, and it’s not 
only Abraham’s qualifications 

and lived experience of homelessness that 
mean he has so much to offer. 

“He has a really warm, positive presence,” says 
pastoral care team coordinator, Dave Secomb. 
“Abraham’s humble and helps out any way he 
can. He has a fantastic work ethic.”

Abraham’s faith and ability to turn his 
experiences into a message of hope for others 
have made him a wonderful asset and we 
welcome him to our pastoral care team!

*Student Accommodation Support House

JUNE       
M12 Please pray for Beth’s team as they meet 
to discuss how to support potential young 
leaders in the Baptist churches who might 
be considering pursuing pastoral ministry.                                      
T13 GIA: Pray that the English-
Ciyawo side of the dictionary is at 
the graphic designer and printer.
W14 West Beach: Praise God for the April 
children’s holiday program – a good number 
of children came.  The leaders’ team did 
a great job – worked well together.   Pray 
that the children will learn from the 
experience and be drawn closer to Jesus.  
T15 GIA: Pray for full support for 
Andy and Rachel Stevens who will be 
joining the Yawo team in Malawi.
S16 GIA: Dema, Carolyn, Grace and Daniel are 
here on home assignment to meet us – pray.
S17 BWAAust: World Day to Combat 
Desertification and Drought.   
Thank God for sand dams.
S18 Pray for Mike Mills and staff, 
Andrew Turner (Church Development 
Facilitator), Melinda Cousins (Dir. Ministry 
Accreditation), Beth Hoy (Next Gen 
Ministry Facilitator) and Elliot Keane 
(Leadership Development Facilitator).    
M19-T20 Baptist Care DYING 
WELL CONFERENCE at Nunyara 
Conference Centre, Belair.
T20 Please pray with the Mills 
family that the Lord will send revival 
to the hospital at Kompiam  
W21 Thank God for recent baptisms.
T22 GIA: Pray for full support for Luke 
& Rachel Hutchinson and Marc & 
Rachel Jericho and families as they 
prepare for service in Cambodia. 
F23-S25 Pray for Growing Together in 
Marriage at Barossa Weintal Resort, Tanunda.
M26 GIA: Pray for Rob and Deb’s ongoing 
transition into Khmer culture. 
T27 BWAAust: A visit to Uganda last 
year resulted in a bakery, the profits 
from which pays school fees.
W28 Hoa: Pray that building of the 
homeless shelter has started. 
T29 Thank God for Alpha courses.
F30 Pray for revival.
JULY   
S1 Pray for President Jason Hoet.
S2 GIA: Pray for Cate Rogers’ home 
assignment.   She would love to share 
about her time in Cambodia. 
M3 SA Assembly Board and 
committees meet today.   Pray.
T4 BWAAust: Pray for safety and 
protection for our State reps who 
spend a lot of time on the roads.
W5 Baptist Care: Pray for Paul Scully, 
Tim Johnson and the Board
T6 Salisbury: Pray for the church to 
grow and be effective in evangelism 
and making disciples.
F7 GIA: Pray for Board members 
Heather Coleman and David Bird.
S8 Our young people and their 
leaders appreciate our prayers.
S9 Pray for our pastors.
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pORT DOuGLAS
Beautiful	3	bedroom	villa	in	private	tropical	
garden	with	pool.		The	perfect	place	to	relax	and	
refresh.		Enquiries:	www.20fronds.com.au

LONDON B&B
In	lovely	home,	self-catering	facilities,	spacious	
rooms, easy city access, reasonable rates. 
Email:	rachelallen1234@gmail.com
Telephone:	0011	44	2086946538

www.baptistcaresa.org.au

DYING WELL CONFERENCE 
19 & 20 June 2017  

We will all face death, and living well until the end of life is something most people 
wish to experience. Preparing for a good death can help people achieve the best  
possible end to life. A good death meets the dying person’s physical,  
psychological, social and spiritual needs. You are invited to explore these aspects and 
more at this conference so together we can help people to die well.

Keynote Speakers:
• Dr Lawrie Palmer, Palliative Care Physician speaking on ‘What does dying well 

mean?’  

• Rev Dr Russell Bartlett, SA Baptist pastor and spiritual director speaking on 
‘How Christian theology deals with the problem of suffering’

• Niki Vasilakis, internationally renowned violinist will play from her latest CD 
‘Sacred’ and share how music can bring comfort, deep peace, and an  
encounter with God

• Many other speakers with practical information from their work, ministry and 
lived experience will share on related topics that will benefit people involved in 
pastoral care, ministry or those working with people at the end of life 

When:  9am -5pm, Monday 19 & Tuesday 20 June 2017

Where: Nunyara Conference Centre, 5 Burnell Drive, Belair

Cost: $200 for two days; $120 single day; $250 with accommodation Monday night

Register via Eventbrite: www.eventbrite.com.au and type into search ‘Dying Well’

For more information, please contact 0409 921 337, 8273 7100 or email 
avanloon@baptistcaresa.org.au

In case you missed it, we launched the fourth edition of 
the Baptist World Aid Ethical Fashion Report in April. The 
industry-leading research grades 106 companies (330 brands) 
from A to F on the strength of their systems to address child 
labour, slavery, and exploitation.

In 2017, more companies than ever before engaged with the 
research process. 83% in fact, up from 49% in 2013, when the 
project first began.

But our Advocacy Manager Gershon Nimbalker says that 
whilst the industry had certainly made progress since our 
first report in 2013, more work can and needs to be done, particularly 
at a local level. 

In fact, of the 15 brands awarded an A grade or higher, only three are 
headquartered in Australia, and they are all Fairtrade.

Sadly, the report also found that the issue of living wage is still a 
major concern in the industry. A living wage is one sufficient for 
workers to be able afford the basics (food, water, healthcare, clothing, 
electricity, and education) for themselves and their dependents, and 
is a recognised human right. Of the 106 companies researched only 
one could demonstrate they were paying their workers a living wage.

Baptist World Aid Australia

Ethical Fashion: 
The Results are in! 
by Samara Linehan

“Asia Pacific is home to more than 40 million fashion industry workers, 
yet for the vast majority wages remain at levels well below what is 
needed to lift themselves out of poverty leaving underpaid workers 
trapped in a cycle of poverty,” explains Gershon.

One of the positive trends identified by our research this year was the 
number of companies publishing full supplier lists, which has risen 
by 10% in the last 12 months. This sort of transparency makes a big 
statement about the willingness of companies to be held to account, 
and the confidence they have in their own systems. 

To get your hands on a copy of the 2017 Fashion Report, or download 
our Ethical Fashion Guide so you can shop more ethically, go to 
behindthebarcode.org.au.


