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First Start Loans make farming dreams a reality
Young producers Queensland-wide are 
seizing the moment and turning their 
dreams of owning a primary production 
enterprise into action. 

Tim and Jenna Keogh, mango and avocado growers from just 
outside Gracemere, are a perfect example.

The Keoghs have spent their entire lives living and working 
on farming properties. So when the opportunity arose to 
purchase the property they were managing for Jenna’s parents, 
they applied for a First Start Loan, offered by QRAA, to make a 
start in their own primary production enterprise.

“Jenna’s mum was the one who let us know about the First 
Start Loan,” Tim said.

“But to be honest, it was the low interest rate that really got 
our attention! Terry Snow, the Client Liaison Officer who met 
with us in Rockhampton was extremely helpful. He walked us 
through the process and made sure we had everything lined 
up properly.”

The Keoghs are looking to use the First Start Loan to help them 
get the most out of their property.

“There are lots of things we’d like to achieve over the coming 
years,” Jenna said.

“One thing you learn about life on the land is that nothing 
changes overnight. It can be slow progress and you need to be 
committed to the long term.

“We’d certainly like to work towards better yields from our 
trees by using better nutrition practices, and improve the 
quality of our fruit with better pest and disease control.

“Who knows? Someday we may even look to expand into more 
trees as well. But for now we are just focused on making our 
farm the best it can be,” she said.

QRAA looks forward to working with Tim and Jenna and their 
farm development plans in the future as they further establish 
their business.  

First Start Loans provide finance of up to $2 million to cover 
capital costs to assist producers enter primary production. 
With low interest rates, up to 20 year repayment terms and 
joint lending options available, the loans are an attractive 
option for young people looking at marking a start in primary 
production.

For more information about how First Start Loans can help your 
farm business, including current interest rates and eligibility 
requirements, visit  www.qraa.qld.gov.au or Freecall 1800 623 
946.
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