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Background: Navua sedge (Cyperus aromaticas) is a clumping perennial sedge 

that can be spread by seeds or from sections of the clump and attached  

rhizomes being transplanted. It was reported on roadsides in the Mulgrave 

district in the late 1980’s and is now found from Mossman to the Herbert. It 

has become established in cane blocks in the wetter areas of districts and 

causes problems with mechanical harvesting. Seeds may remain viable for over 

5 years. 

 

Figures 1 and 2. Cane fields impacted by Navua sedge in the Herbert Region 
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Aim: Access a range of herbicides and herbicide mixtures to control  Navua 

sedge in ratoon sugarcane crops. 

Trial details. (commenced - 24/10/11) 

A range of herbicides and tank mixtures were applied to established Navua 

sedge (approximately 15-100cm tall) in a third ratoon block of Q204A. The cane 

crop was between 75- 125 tall at the time of application. Li 700® @ 250ml per 

100L of spray volume was added as the adjuvant. A number of herbicides 

known to control other species of sedge as well as products with wide 

spectrum grass and broadleaf control ability were selected. 

A total of 13 treatments were applied across 3 replications of the trial. 

A water volume of 232L/ha was applied to all treatments 

 

Figure 3.  Navua sedge control with Sempra® and Hero® 

Ratings were collected by 2 or 3 persons using a 0 to 9 rating scale with 0 being 

no effect and 9 total death of existing plants, for an 8 week period. 

Even though treatments were applied in a hot dry period, the trial block still 

had adequate moisture and the Navua sedge was actively growing.  25 mm of 
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Trial 1. Navua Sedge Trial - Hero® / Sempra® 
Mixtures 

Sempra® 130g/ha

Sempra® 100g/ha & 
Starane™ Advanced 1L/ha 

Sempra® & 2,4-D Amicide®
Advance 700 1.2L/ha

Hero® 250g/ha & Actril® DS
1.5L/ha

Hero® 250g/ha



rain was recorded in mid-November which appeared to reactivate a number of 

herbicides; this improved the control of Navua sedge in some treatments 

Figure 4 highlights the remaining 8 herbicide combinations featured in the 

trial.  

 

Figure 4.  Navua sedge control featuring other herbicides trialled 

Results. 

Sempra®@130g/ha and Hero®@250g/ha treatments as well as Hero® 

@250g/ha plus Actril® DS @ 1.5l/ha controlled small clumps of Navua sedge 

less than 15 cm tall. Even though control improved over time for larger clumps 

of Navua sedge (> 15cm tall) later inspections revealed regrowth and a follow 

up application would have been required for satisfactory control. 

All treatment that included Krismat® achieved excellent control of smaller 

clumps and seedlings less than 15-20cm tall, as well as acceptable control of 

even the tallest clumps. The addition of Daconate® improved the initial 

knockdown achieved as well as the overall performance of Krismat®. 
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Trial 1 - Navua Sedge Trial - Krismat® WG / 
Daconate® Mixtures Krismat® WG 2kg/ha & 2,4-D

Amicide® Advance 700
1.2L/ha
Krismat® WG 2kg/ha &
Diuron 900DF 1kg/ha

Krismat® WG 2kg/ha &
Diuron 900DF 1kg/ha &
Daconate® 3L/ha
Asulox® 8.5L/ha & Actril® DS
1.5L/ha & Daconate 3L/ha

Daconate® 3L/ha & Actril® DS
1.5L/ha

Daconate® 6L/ha

Amigan® WG 4.6kg/ha &
Daconate® 3L/ha

Veplar® K4™ DF® 2 kg/ha & 
Daconate® 3L/ha 



Both mixtures, Daconate® @3L/ha plus Actril DS @ 1.5L/ha and Velpar® K4™  

@ 2L/ha plus Daconate®  @ 3L/ha gave acceptable control of Navua sedge 

      

 

Figure 5. Krismat® @2kg/ha plus Diuron @1kg/ha plus Daconate® @ 3L/ha    

22 days after application 

Figure 6.  Daconate® @ 6L/ha 22 days after application 



 

Discussion. 

The level of Navua sedge control will depend on growing conditions as well as 

achieving the optimum results from the herbicide mixtures by following label 

recommendations on application, adjuvants and required water volumes. 

Higher spray volumes may be required for “recovery situations” where the 

Navua sedge is at an advanced growth stage. 

Conclusion. 

Navua sedge can be effectively controlled in fallow situations with a blanket 

application of Sempra®.  

Management in crop with can be achieved with a directed application under 

the crop canopy in ratoon cane with one of the following applications: 

 Daconate® @6L/ha 

 Daconate® @ 3L/ha plus Actril® DS @ 1.5L/ha 

  Velpar® K4™ @ 2L/ha plus Daconate®  @ 3L/ha  

 Krismat® @2kg/ha plus Diuron @1kg/ha plus Daconate® @ 3L/ha   

 Sempra®@130g/ha 

A follow up application may be required in some circumstances. 

A herbicide screen will need to be conducted in a plant cane block with a 

previous history of Navua sedge growth, to screen various products for 

possible pre- emergent control of this introduced weed. 


